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The King’s Society
Michaelmas Term

The King’s Society aims to provide opportunities for the enhancement and 
enrichment of the King’s community. We hope to enable members of the 
Society to enjoy social events together and appreciate the educational and 
cultural facilities that the School, the Cathedral and Precincts have to offer.

The Society has over 340 members. We are a non-profit making organisation 
existing solely for the benefit of our members. There is also a branch of The 
King’s Society in Hong Kong.

We organise a variety of events in Canterbury, London and further afield. 
In conjunction with the Visitors’ Department of Canterbury Cathedral many 
tours have been arranged within the Precincts. We have frequent theatre 
trips, visits to art galleries and guided walking tours in London. We enjoy 
our garden visits, with recent venues including Highgrove, Kew Gardens, 
Chartwell and the Chelsea Physic Garden amongst others. We hold regular 
lectures, craft and culinary workshops, wine tastings and dining evenings. 
We have enjoyed guided weekends away in Seville, Florence, Paris and 
Berlin, and we recently visited Bayeux and the D Day Landing beaches in 
Normandy. 

In liaison with the PHSE Department we host talks, open to all King’s parents, 
on matters relating to teenage issues.

The Society is run by Mrs Ali Huntrods, an ex-parent of two daughters at 
King’s, together with a committee made up of current parents, OKS and 
members of staff. We try to cater for a wide range of tastes and interests on 
all social, cultural and educational fronts and we can assure you of a very 
warm welcome.
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King’s Society Reception for New Parents
Tuesday 5th September 5pm
Lattergate Garden (Pupils’ Social Centre if it is wet)
We are delighted to host a reception for new parents to the School on the first day of term. 
Following the Headmaster’s welcome in the Shirley Hall, parents will be invited to join 
the Headmaster and members of the King’s Society Committee (identified by badges) for 
champagne and canapés in the Lattergate Garden.

King’s Society’s Autumnal Amble around Chiddingstone and 
Penshurst
Thursday 14th September
Chiddingstone Church 10.30am
This 4.5 mile circular walk will take in meadows, two historic Tudor homes, the river Eden, 
woodland hedgerows, quiet lanes and interesting views including the Chiding Stone, the 
ancient seat of judgement where locals would be ‘chided’. We will also have wonderful 
Weald vistas on our walk back to the Greensand Ridge and Ide Hill to the north.

We will meet at Chiddingstone church and walk over to Penshurst where we can stop for 
coffee. We shall then continue our walk back to Chiddingstone and have lunch at the newly 
refurbished Castle Inn. This would be an ideal introductory opportunity for new King’s 
Society members to meet fellow parents.

This is a free event but places should be booked on-line.  Number of places 25.  Website 
booking available. 

King’s Society goes paddling!
Saturday 16th September
Birley’s 9.00am
Please join us for a very pleasurable 2 - 2½ hour canoe trip down the River Stour from 
Fordwich to Grove Ferry in open touring canoes. We will meet at Birley’s at 9am and be 
taken in the school minibus to Fordwich where we board our canoes on the River Stour. 
A gentle paddle down to Grove Ferry will follow where we can have lunch at The Grove 
Ferry Inn. After lunch we will be collected by minibus and taken back to Birley’s in time 
to watch an afternoon of sport. Eight two man canoes have been booked so the group is 
limited to a maximum of 16. No previous experience of canoeing is required. Life jackets 
will be provided. 

Price per person £30 (not including lunch). Number of places 16. Website booking available.



Drinks reception for current King’s parents living in Hong Kong
Saturday 23rd September 7.30-9.30pm 
The Hong Kong Club Maritime Museum, Central, Hong Kong
All current King’s and Junior School parents living in Hong Kong are very warmly invited 
to this drinks party hosted by Mr James Outram, the School’s Registrar, Mr Will Bersey, 
Director of Music, and Mrs Judith Bristow, Registrar of the Junior School. Formal invitations 
will be emailed in July.

Website booking is not available but please do email Ali if you would like to join us.  There 
is no charge for this event.

King’s Society trip to Ypres: Remembering Ypres and Passchendaele 
100 years on
Wednesday 4th October 7.30am 
Stop 24, Junction 11 M20
Join us for a day trip to Ypres. We have booked a luxury minibus to take us through the 
Tunnel to Belgium where we will be able to see the slopes leading up to the village of 
Passchendaele during the 100th anniversary of this infamous 1917 battle. Dr Andrew 
Thomson, the King’s Society’s regular battlefield guide, will explain the surrounding 
landscape to us and show us where the WW1 trenches would have run and generally help 
us to understand why the battle was fought. 

We will have a couple of free hours for lunch in one of the many restaurants in the beautiful 
main square in Ypres which will give us the chance to enjoy this beautifully rebuilt Flemish 
city. The town was 90% destroyed by German gunfire, but was superbly rebuilt in the 1920s 
almost exactly as it had been. After lunch, we will drive up to Passchendaele with stops at 
the Canadian memorial in the village and Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest Commonwealth 
War Cemetery in the world designed by Sir Herbert Baker who also designed the School’s 
War Memorial.

We need to meet at ‘Stop 24’ on the M20 (Junction 11) and board our minibus at 7.30am. 
We are able to leave our cars there for the day at a small cost. We should arrive back circa 
7.45pm.

Price per person £62. Number of places 15. Website booking available.



King’s Society walk in and about The King’s School
Saturday 7th October 10.30am
Lattergate Boardroom
Peter Henderson, the School Archivist, will give a guided tour of the School buildings 
within the Precincts. There will be a mixture of history and the present day, with a closer 
look at some of the more interesting and unusual sites. In the words of William Gostling, in 
his 1774 Walk in and about the City of Canterbury, the tour is “designed not only to assist 
strangers in their searches after what is curious here, but to make the inhabitants sensible, 
that many things are so, which they may have seen over and over without taking notice of 
them”. The tour will last approximately 1½ hours. 

We will meet in the Lattergate Boardroom for coffee and pastries before we set off. 

Places limited to 20. There is no charge for this event but tickets should still be booked.  
Website booking available.

King’s Society visit to the Reflections: Van Eyck and the Pre-
Raphaelites exhibition at the National Gallery with Art History UK
Tuesday 10th October 10am
National Café, National Gallery, London WC2N
This autumn, the National Gallery brings together Jan Van Eyck’s fifteenth-century 
Arnolfini Portrait with famous nineteenth-century Pre-Raphaelite paintings from the Tate 
collection and other museums. The exhibition will explore how the young Victorian Pre-
Raphaelite Brotherhood – including Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Sir John Everett Millais and 
William Holman Hunt – were inspired by Van Eyck’s technical and illusionary artistic genius, 
sparking a radical new wave of draughtsmanship and symbolism in their painting. 

Our tour will commence in the permanent collection and with the benefit of our guide’s 
expertise, we will be able to explore the simplicity of line and brilliance of colour found in 
Quattrocento Italian work, as well as other fifteenth-century Dutch and Flemish influences 
on the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. We will be given the opportunity to contextualize their 
work through the National Gallery’s extensive Victorian collection. Once in the exhibition, 
our guide will be there to answer any questions we might have and chat informally to us as 
no formal guiding is possible here. 

Price per person £44. Number of places 15.  Website booking available.



King’s Society guided walking tour of the King’s Cross and 
St Pancras area
Tuesday 17th October 10.45am
St Pancras Renaissance Hotel, Euston Road, London NW1 2AR
Viv Haxby, Blue Badge Guide, will take us on what will hopefully be an illuminating walk 
through the area of St Pancras and King’s Cross. As we stroll around this unique part of 
London where road, railway and canal collide, we will learn about its rich and varied 
history. Achingly trendy today, the many old buildings recall King’s Cross’s industrial past. 
From gasholders to Google, canals to Cubitt, the transit sheds to the German Gymnasium, 
Viv will tell the story of the King’s Cross of yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Price per person £12.50. Number of places 20. Website booking available.

King’s Society visit to see Young Marx by Clive Coleman and 
Richard Bean
Wednesday 8th November 7.45pm
The Bridge Theatre, One Tower Bridge, London SE1 2SD
This production reunites the creative team behind Richard Bean and Clive Coleman's 
smash hit One Man, Two Guvnors, with direction by Nicholas Hytner. Rory Kinnear plays 
Marx and Oliver Chris, Engels. 

It is 1850, and Europe’s most feared terrorist is hiding in Dean Street, Soho. Broke and 
restless, the thirty-two-year-old revolutionary is a frothing combination of intellectual 
brilliance, invective, satiric wit and child-like emotional illiteracy.

Creditors, spies, rival revolutionary factions and prospective seducers of his beautiful wife 
all circle like vultures. His writing is blocked, his marriage is dying, his friend Engels is in 
despair at his wasted genius, his only hope is a job on the railway. But there’s still no one in 
the capital who can show you a better night on the town than Karl Heinrich Marx.

Price per person £65. Number of places available 15.  Website booking available.

King’s Society private tour of Spencer House
Monday 13th November 11.30am
Spencer House, St James Place, London SW1A 1NR
Spencer House is London’s most magnificent eighteenth-century aristocratic palace. Built 
between 1756 and 1766 for John, first Earl Spencer, an ancestor of Diana, Princess of Wales 
(1961-1997) it is London’s finest surviving eighteenth-century town house.

From its conception the House was recognised as one of the most sumptuous private 
residences and played a vital role amongst fashionable London society. In 1772 the 
celebrated writer Arthur Young said of Spencer House ‘I know not a more beautiful piece 
of architecture… All in richness, elegance and taste, superior to any house I have seen.’ 

Price per person £15.  Number of places 30.  Website booking available.



King’s Society AGM
Monday 20th November 7.30pm
Gateway Chamber, St Augustine’s
Please do let Ali know if you would like to attend.

King’s Society talk by Viv Haxby The Queen’s Jewels: Diamonds and 
Diadems, Parures and Pearls
Wednesday 29th November 7.30pm
Gateway Chamber, St Augustine’s
Viv Haxby, Blue Badge Guide, and self-confessed royal bling-spotter will give a talk on the 
Queen’s jewellery. We will hear about the items that she is obliged to wear as Head of 
State and the pieces that she chooses to wear as Head of Nation.

Viv will share stories behind the Crown Jewels as well as the Queen’s private jewellery 
collection. From the Duchess of Cambridge’s wedding tiara – the Cartier Halo Tiara – to 
‘Granny’s Chips’, Viv will tell us how many of the pieces came into the royal collection, 
when the Queen has chosen to wear them and to whom she has lent them.

Price per person £10.  Number of places 50.  Website booking available.

King’s Society Christmas Wreath Making
Tuesday 6th December 10am
Jolly Lovely, Little Boy Court, Boy Court Lane, Headcorn TN27 9LA
Join Amanda Taggart from Jolly Lovely at this fun workshop where we will have the 
opportunity to create our own fabulous Christmas Wreath. Everything we need will be 
provided including ribbons, stunning foliage and festive decorations. Our day will start with 
coffee and cake and after a busy creative morning we will break for a glass of fizz and a light 
lunch followed by mince pies and coffee. This will be a great way to ensure we all get into 
the festive mood before the end of term.

Price per person £58. Places limited to 10. Website booking available.



King’s Society events are open to all members. Most events can be booked 
using the school’s online booking facility at www.kings-school.co.uk, which 
is the easiest and most efficient way of booking tickets. If you are paying by 
cheque, it should be made payable to The King’s Society and sent to Ali at The 
King’s School, Canterbury, CT1 2ES. 

Please note, payment is required prior to an event, as places cannot be 
guaranteed until payment has been received. If an event is full, it is always 
worth your name being put on Ali’s waiting list as spaces do often occur at 
the last minute. If you need to cancel, Ali will endeavour to refund you if your 
ticket can be resold but not if cancellation is within 48 hours of the scheduled 
event.

Committee Members
Manager:  Mrs Ali Huntrods
Treasurer:  Mr Andrew Bruce
Parents:  Mrs Caroline Bagshawe, Mrs Claire Burns,
 Mrs Eloise Coulson, Mrs Sharon Grosse, Mrs Verity Rowe,
 Mrs Alison Streeter, Mrs Jane Samoilys

Staff:  Mrs Lisa Cousins, Mr Richard Ninham, Mrs Liz Worthington

Hong Kong Committee Members
Parents: Mrs Rosanna Chan, Mrs Amanda Snow
OKS:  Mr Darrin Woo

For all King’s Society enquiries
re membership and events
Please contact the King’s Society Manager Mrs Ali Huntrods
Tel: 01227-595774
Email: ah@kings-school.co.uk
Mobile: 07825 016282


