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Th e emergence of King’s Canterbury to national regard from its 
condition as a minor provincial school in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries – memorably described by Somerset Maugham in Of 
Human Bondage – has been 80 years a-making, and prominence 
and approval among Government ranks has been relatively 
rare in those years, so it is right to honour Hugh Robertson’s 
achievements, shown in the fi rst feature of this issue, and also his 
loyalty to the School, evident in his presence both at the opening of 
Robertson’s at JKS and at John Power’s funeral.
 Robertson’s has been one of two successful developments 
completed since the last issue, the other being the pottery and 
photography facility in King Street, graced by Edmund de Waal at 
its opening.
 Th e success of the London Olympics did Britain proud, and the 
magnifi cence of the athletes lift ed everyone’s spirits last summer. 
But there can be a darker side to the dedication required – 
“Hearts with one purpose alone”, as W B Yeats wrote – and this 
may be an element in the Oscar Pistorius story, which in February 
brought Rachel Jewkes to international attention. For that matter, 
Rachel’s own career shows dedication of an exceptional kind.
 Th ere is a price to pay for the distinctive achievements that 
the rest of us stand and admire, and one of the merits of Artemis 
Cooper’s biography of the late Patrick Leigh Fermor is how she 
shows this.
 But we live among wonders, whether it be the Enthronement of 
the new Archbishop or the quality of our own OKS music-making, 
displayed at the Concert at St. James’s, Piccadilly in September.
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Hugh Robertson at the opening of 
Robertson’s, the JKS astro. 

As Daley Th ompson was winning his 
famous decathlon gold at the 1980 
Moscow Olympics, Hugh Robertson was 
entering his fi nal year at King’s. 32 years 
later, as Minister for Sport, he played a 
leading role in what has been called ‘the 
most successful Olympics in modern 
times’.  In his time at King’s, Hugh stood 
out as a sportsman, but was unaware of 
any wish to take up a career in politics. 
Instead he chose the army, being selected 
to join the prestigious Life Guards.  In due 
course, this gave him the opportunity to 
command the Queen’s Birthday Parade 
(Trooping the Colour) and the State 
Opening of Parliament in 1993.
 However, Hugh’s most prominent 
role was yet to come, and upon being 
appointed as Minister for Sport and 
the Olympics in 2010 he was now at 
the forefront of organising one of the 
most highly anticipated shows on earth. 
Although the athletes are seen as the ‘face’ 
of the Olympics, it is oft en those behind 
the scenes who deserve the biggest praise, 
but also hold the greatest responsibilities, 
and Hugh felt this pressure strongly. Th e 
responsibility for such an important 
international spectacle was vast, and 
Hugh, wanting things to be as close to 
perfect as possible, found it diffi  cult to 
enjoy the Games, as he constantly feared 
problems. However, once the system had 
been shown to work with the Olympics, 
he enjoyed the Paralympics much more.
 Hugh’s Olympic story started on the 6th 
of July 2005, when London won the right 
to host the Games, and aft er that he woke 
up every day with the Olympics on his 
mind. When asked about his enjoyment 
of the Olympics, he drew the comparison 
of it being “like my own wedding”; while 
everyone else was looking forward to it, 
he hadn’t been able to escape the constant 
anxieties surrounding the actual event. 
Security was his biggest worry but this 
was handled extremely well and was 
one of the many successes of the Games. 
Furthermore, he had to sign for every 
single expense of the Games. 
 In the build-up to the Games, Hugh 
met with the representatives of all the 
leading sporting associations in an attempt 
to draw out a best-case and worst-case 
scenario for medal tallies. Interestingly, 
the ‘experts’ foresaw 57 medals as an 
absolute best-case; Team GB ended up 
with 65. Th is is not only a testimony to the 
athletes and their coaches, but also to the 
eff orts of the Ministry of Sport and Hugh 

in protecting athletes’ funding from the 
Government cuts programme, initiated 
when the Coalition came to power in 
2010. 
 Aft er the Games had ended, he was 
presented with another challenge, that of 
maintaining the legacy. Although there 
has been controversy regarding funding 
cuts, decisions have been taken carefully 
to allow those sports which were most 
successful at London to further this 
success at Rio. It may seem strange to 
increase the funding of already well-
fi nanced sports, but it is necessary, because 
to achieve success the margins involved 
are tiny, best exemplifi ed by this fi gure: 
the time diff erence between our last four 
gold medals at the Beijing Olympics and 
their silver counterparts was only 0.87 
seconds in total.
 Th e legacy also takes its shape in other 
ways, with Hugh keen not only to preserve 
the sentiment of patriotism, but also to 
build on the country’s increased stature 
within the world of sport. Th anks to the 
success of the Olympics, Britain will host 
more than 70 major sporting events over 
the next six years, including 36 World 
and European championships, with the 
2017 Athletics Championships being the 
‘jewel in the crown’. Hugh was very closely 
involved in many of the bids for ensuing 
sporting events, and is excited both for 
the array of sporting ability which will be 
on show and for the economic benefi ts 
that these events will bring. Although the 
Olympics cost just under £9 billion pounds 
(£400 million under budget), Hugh and 
the Department have helped to ensure 
that at least £13 billion will be brought 
in by the subsequent events and profi ts 
made by British companies involved 
with the Olympics, providing relatively 
conservative targets are hit. Furthermore, 
the regeneration provided in the Stratford 
area has helped to reduce the economic 
disparities within London, Hugh calling 
the area “utterly transformed”. 
 Despite the stress caused by the Games, 
Hugh clearly remains  totally committed 
to and unwaveringly passionate about 
sport, a particular personal sporting 
highlight having been a game on the 
Lord’s cricket square. With the job, he’s 
been able to meet a number of sporting 
icons including Beckham, Federer and 
McCaw. However, despite his love for 
sport, he seemed relieved to win a bet with 
the Australian sports minister, and avoid 
the unfortunate task of having to dribble 

a hockey ball round Australia House, in 
full Australian kit! Instead, his ministerial 
counterpart had to row Eton Dorney in 
British kit. Th ere is no doubt that Hugh 
was instrumental in the success of the 
Games; his passion, forward-thinking and 
common sense greatly complemented 
Britain’s gradually quickening conveyor 
belt of sporting talent. We hope that he 
will be at the forefront of British sport for 
years to come. 

King’s Very Own Bit of Olympic Legacy
King’s pupils Harry Savill and Teddy Baker interviewed Hugh Robertson, MP, PC, now 
Minister of Sport and Tourism, on his Olympic experience 

Day in the Life of 
Hugh during the 
Olympics:

 •  6:30 wake up
 •  Check reports from key areas 

(transport, security, press and 
sport)

 •  Look at press cuttings in offi ce 
at 7:30

 •  Takeaway breakfast from Pret
 •  COBRA meeting in which 

he would go through main 
operational issues

 •  Follow day’s schedule – press 
briefi ngs, speeches

 •  Meet with various Ministers or 
VIPs

 •  Gravitate towards stadium 
in the evenings to watch 
competitions 7:00-10:00

 •  Bed at midnight ... hopefully!
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I write this piece from Pretoria, on a 
sweltering summer’s day. I am presently 
Acting President of the Medical Research 
Council of South Africa, a temporary 
addition to my regular job heading the 
Gender & Health Research Unit. It’s just 
over 30 years now since I left King’s in 
December 1980 (Walpole), having no 
idea that my life was on the cusp of 
dramatic change. I had signed on with 
Project Trust for a gap year, hoping to join 
a health-related project, but mentioning 
that I would go anywhere but not South 
Africa. I was terrifi cally excited to be 
offered a place in a project in a hospital 
in a ‘newly independent African country’ 
called Transkei – the more so because no 
one had heard of the place. By the time 
it dawned on me that this was because it 
wasn’t a country, I had become confl icted 
– not wanting to lose the opportunity I 
guiltily suppressed my revelations, whilst 
trying to bone up on apartheid and the 
Bantustans. A few short weeks after 
leaving King’s I was on a 30-seater plane 
swooping over Umtata (now Mthatha) 
dam and its surrounding rondavels and 
landing on the small airstrip of Umtata 
airport. Two hours later I was perched 
next to the driver in a large hospital 
truck, chatting. He: “how was England?” 
“What do you think of apartheid?” I 
asked naively, “It’s bullshit, man!” came the 
unequivocal reply. 
 And so I was introduced to South 
Africa. I spent eight months in Transkei, 
a place of breath-taking natural beauty, 
and where I experienced unimaginable 
kindness. Whilst I saw myself as a rather 

grown up school leaver, in South Africa I 
was seen as a child – perhaps a strange 
white child, and novelty in those parts 
–  and this provoked a displayed warmth 
and affection that I had never previously 
encountered. Yet the undercurrents 
were unavoidable – the supermodel-
proportioned women were shaped by 
hunger not fashion, the bucolic scenes of 
women hoeing in the maize and pumpkin 
fi elds refl ected male absence due to 
the migrant labour system and women’s 
overwork, the small boys herding cattle 
should have been in school. The teachers 
I met often regaled me with tales of 
their imprisonment and torture. How 
could I avoid politics? In some ways 
these felt most up-close and personal 
when I visited fellow Project volunteers 
in Durban. I longed for a chance to go 
to the cinema, but when faced with the 
reality that we couldn’t go with their 
black friends the idea wore thin.  
 I had a choice to walk away when 
I returned to London in September. 
Lots of people in my shoes did so, but 
my time in South Africa had awoken 
in me a phenomenal rage and passion. 
Two days after my return I walked 
into the Anti-Apartheid Movement’s 
(AAM) offi ces in Charlotte Street and 
signed up. Just preparing for medical 
school, did I want to join their health 
committee? And so began a phase of 
my life which completely enveloped 
the ensuing years. It took  another 13 
years to end apartheid, years in which I 
trained as a doctor, endured house jobs, 
and specialised in public health medicine, 

but for much of that time I saw my real 
work as being that of the AAM. I ran 
the Health Committee for most of this 
time, was a member of the National 
Committee, Executive Committee and 
for the fi nal seven years Vice-Chair of the 
AAM. My medical school elective was 
spent with the African National Congress 
(ANC) in Tanzania, where work at the 
hospital was interspersed with digging 
air-raid shelters – a salient lesson in the 
meaning of fear, when faced with the real 
possibility of aerial attacks. 
 After Nelson Mandela was freed in 
1990 we knew we were now in the 
home straight. I might have shifted my 
focus domestically, but by then I had 
romantic ties that were to determine 
that when apartheid was over and I 
had fi nished my public health training 
and MD I would head down South. Sisa 
Pityana was the draw card, a PhD laser 
physicist from a prominent political family 
– his cousin Barney having been a very 
close associate of Steve Biko. And so 
at the close of 1994, I headed down to 
South Africa to start a women’s health 
research focus in the Medical Research 
Council. Here, for the second time in my 
life, South African women would make 
me change course. I had come with a 
rather narrow medical view of women’s 
health but within a few months we 
interviewed 24 teenage women who 
were pregnant about their circumstances 
– and from most came accounts, not of 
ignorance or geographic disadvantage, 
but of physical violence, trickery and 
rape. And so I was forced to confront 

Rachel Jewkes (WL 1978-80) reports how a gap year in the Transkei led to an
engagement with apartheid and with issues of gender and violence

Hope and Care in the 
New South Africa
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again the stark reality of life for poor 
women in South Africa and I listened 
as they taught me how these violences 
shaped the contours of their health.  
 I have now been researching rape 
and physical violence against women 
and its intersection with health for 
most of two decades. When I started 
this work and linked up with scattered 
colleagues internationally domestic 
violence and rape were seen as private 
matters, unfortunate but largely of little 
signifi cance. Over the last two decades 
our work has completely changed the 
way the international community views 
gender and violence and health. Far 
from being marginal, intimate partner 
violence has just been identifi ed in the 
2010 Global Burden of Disease study as 

the fourth most important risk factor for 
women’s ill-health globally. Our research 
in South Africa has played a major role 
in creating the evidence base for this, 
particularly mapping the intersections of 
gender inequality and violence and HIV. 
In recognition of this I have been invited 
to become a member of the Scientifi c 
Advisory Board of the United States 
Government’s President’s Emergency 
Plan For AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), which 
is the world’s largest funder in HIV/
AIDS prevention, treatment and 
care, a member of the Strategic and 
Technical Advisory Committee for 
HIV of the World Health Organisation 
and a member of the World Health 
Organisation’s Expert Advisory Panel 
on Injury and Violence Prevention and 
Control. 

 Nearly twenty years after the end 
of apartheid, our lodestar of a non-
racial, egalitarian democracy remains 
aspirational. Much has been achieved, 
notably a liberating Constitution, and yet 
corruption and oft expressed distrust 
of democratic institutions may yet 

undermine these achievements. Reducing 
poverty and more equitably distributing 
wealth, within the parameters of a social 
democracy, have been huge challenges. 
There has been great progress, yet 
inequalities of wealth are chasmic and 
growing. Unemployment, especially 
youth unemployment aggravated by a 
dysfunctional public education system, 
is seemingly unassailable. The country 
remains racked by HIV and gender-based 
violence. There is a growing dissonance 
between the expanding, modernising 
middle classes and the declining, but 
numerically still substantial, traditionalist 
rural dwellers. These tensions inevitably 
create uncertainty, but measured within a 
climate normally guided by pragmatism. 
 Over the last 18 years of change 
South Africa has been a hugely exciting 
place to live and work. It has  wondrous 
and diverse natural beauty, albeit 
positioned alongside harsh realities of 
poverty, crime and violence. Struggle is 
often needed to accomplish things, but 
accomplish things we do. The energies 
mobilised in the fi ght against apartheid 
live on in civil society and particularly the 
Non-Governmental Organisations, and 
there is an active intellectual life engaged 
in grappling with what it means to 
approach development and culture from 
a Southern lens. This allows for a fusion 
of science and creativity, imbued with 
activism.  
 What of the future? Who knows, but I 
plan to stick around to fi nd out. 

Rachel wrote the article above for 
Offcuts in November. Just as we were 
preparing to go to press, the Oscar 
Pistorius story broke, and she became a 
focus of the international media. This was 
the reaction she gave to The Observer, 
17.2.13.
 “Black South African men are 
expected to prove their manliness 
by carrying knives and having lots of 
girlfriends,” said Rachel Jewkes of the 
South African Medical Research Council.  
“White Afrikaners like Pistorius do not 
need to have several girlfriends. But his 
love of guns speaks to the same hunger 
to prove his masculinity in the South 
African context.”
 “The massive problem we need to 
understand in South Africa is the level 
of men’s violence against women and 
against each other,” said Lisa Vetten, a 
researcher who specialises in domestic 
abuse. Police statistics on domestic 

violence are limited. But 15,609 murders 
and 64,500 reported rapes in 2011-12 
suggest massive levels of violence in 
South African homes.
 Experts say South African society 
features all the known causes of rape 
and violence, including a historical 
culture of “might is right”, a wealth gap 
that makes men feel weak, an unequal 
relationship between women and men, 
lack of adequate childcare, which results 
in the neglect of boys, and high male 
unemployment.
 Jewkes, a British doctor and director 
of gender and health at the MRC, said: 
“Having a father at home is really unusual 
here. South African children are more 
likely to be raised by a non-biological 
parent than by both biological parents. 
So you see high levels of neglect, 
humiliation and abuse, which develops 
into domestic violence. We also have 
a high rate of teenage pregnancies and 

those young mothers are not equipped 
to raise their children.”
 “South African men think women 
should be under their control. There is an 
idea that violence is jutifi able as a means 
to keep women in their place. This has 
not changed in 20 years and even though 
the South African murder rate has 
dropped by 50% since 1999, rape fi gures 
have not,” said Jewkes.
 Jewkes and Vetten argue that 
Pistorius’s love of guns and fast cars 
illustrates his relationship with South 
Africa’s macho culture. “Afrikaner men 
are very patriarchal,” said Jewkes, “and 
within that culture gun ownership is seen 
as part of masculinity.”

[Reporting of the Pistorius hearings on 
BBC TV has been by Andrew Harding, 
(GR 1980-85).]

A footnote on the Oscar Pistorius case

“the stark reality of 
life for poor women 
in South Africa”
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By the time this is published, 
the 105th Archbishop of 
Canterbury will have been 
Enthroned, but as I write in early 

February the Interregnum is offi  cially 
over and as of a few days ago Justin 
Welby become the new Archbishop, in a 
ceremony known as the Confi rmation of 
Election at St Paul’s Cathedral. Th e Dean 
of Canterbury reported to a commission 
of senior Diocesan bishops chaired by the 
Archbishop of York that Bishop Justin had 
been elected according to statute, and the 
Archbishop of York, on behalf of his fellow 
bishops and the wider Church, conferred 
on him the ‘spiritualities’ of the Diocese of 
Canterbury. 

Inevitably the last few weeks of 2012 were 
fi lled with opportunities for members 
of the Cathedral community to say 
farewell to the man who led the Church 
of England over a diffi  cult decade. Th e 
School said farewell to him in September 
when he exchanged gift s with the Captain 
of School during an outdoor service, then 
gave a lecture, answered questions and 
enjoyed a mix of musical and dramatic 
performances. When Dr Rowan Williams 
fi nally laid up his crozier as the 104th 
Archbishop of Canterbury in December, 
the Dean presented him with a set of fi ve 
porcelain vessels created by “Someone 
who loves this place as much as you do, 

Archbishop, Edmund de Waal (OKS). 
Th ey are named aft er a poem by RS 
Th omas, ‘Th e Bright Field’”. In response, 
Dr Williams presented Th e Very Revd 
Dr Robert Willis with the Cross of 
St Augustine, and read the citation, 
honouring his work over the past 20 years 
as Dean of Hereford and of Canterbury 
successively.

In his poignant programme “Goodbye 
to Canterbury”, broadcast on New Year’s 
Day, Dr Rowan Williams gave us all a 
glimpse of what it has meant to him to be 
Archbishop for a decade, and in particular 
the importance of the Cathedral itself 
which “ has taught me more about God and 
more about this country than anywhere 
else”. For those of us yet to experience an 
Enthronement for ourselves, there were 
some brief glimpses of the ceremony 
back in 2003. What struck me was Rowan 
Williams’ own comment on it: “And when 
each new Archbishop is enthroned, a new 
generation of our leaders is asked to think 
what this building and its heritage might 
mean… Th ere must’ve been a lot of people 
wondering what on earth they were doing 
there and what this was really all about. 
And they could be forgiven for thinking 
an occasion like this no longer demands 
our attention in the present day. Just a 
peculiar legacy of Britain’s past. But I don’t 
think so. To me, Canterbury Cathedral 

The 
Enthronement

Liz Worthington looks back on Rowan Williams and 
forward to the enthronement of Justin Welby 
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Th e Archbishop gives a lecture in the 
Schoolroom during his Visitation,
and below signs the Visitors Book.

is a potent reminder of another way of 
looking at England. A country you can’t 
defi ne just by its prime ministers, its kings 
and queens. A nation whose heritage is 
more than just political.” 

For me, being installed in offi  cium 
hypodidascali back in September was 
a real honour and I 
have appreciated my 
good fortune in being 
able to worship in such 
a beautiful cathedral 
and being a part of the 
Cathedral Foundation. 
But how much greater 
is the privilege to fi nd 
myself taking on this 
role in an academic year 
when there is a change of 
Archbishop. 

On March 21st Th e Rt 
Revd and Most Hon.Justin 
Welby comes to knock 
three times on the Great 
West Door and will be 
led into the Cathedral, to 
be enthroned as the 105th 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Presumably 
he is not put off  by 21st March being 
Th omas Cranmer Day, commemorating 
the 69th Archbishop’s death at the stake 

457 years ago. If previous Enthronements 
are anything to go by the Cathedral will be 
packed, and many will have been there for 
several hours before the new Archbishop 
even gets to enter the building. Th e 
Archbishop gets enthroned twice in the 
service itself – in the diocesan cathedra 
in the Cathedral Quire as the 

bishop of the diocese 
of Canterbury, 
and in the Chair 
of St Augustine 
as Archbishop of 
Canterbury. Of the 
latter Dr Williams 
said: “It’s physically 
impossible to fi ll 
this throne and 
that shouldn’t be 
surprising since it’s 
certainly spiritually 
impossible to fi ll it”. 

Some of the 
King’s Scholars 
and I will have a 
chance to process. 
Selecting who can 

be at such an historic 
occasion is not proving easy. Perhaps 
not surprisingly, none of the scholars 
have said they do not want to attend and 
many have written persuasively as to why 

they should be chosen. It’s not even as 
though I can leave out the younger ones 
on the basis they will get another chance – 
archbishops do not generally come and go 
quite so quickly. 

And when it is all over, when you are 
reading this article, we will have our 
105th Archbishop, and the excitement 
will have died down. But one thing will 
remain the same – the Cathedral itself. As 
Dr Williams put it: “It’s an eff ort to make 
sense of the cosmos and reach out to its 
Maker. Whether or not you want to talk 
about God you can’t help but stand back 
and admire what humans can achieve in 
pursuit of transcendence.”
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When asked to give a ‘crit’ of the concert, 
I gave little thought to my role until 
confronted by the orchestra and chorus. 
It was then that, armed with pen and 
paper, I set out to make notes whenever 
I could fi nd fault with the performances. 
I need not have bothered with the notes 
because, fi rstly, they are largely illegible 
and, secondly, my perception of my ‘fault-
fi nding’ role was ill-conceived.

Th e concert started with a rousing 
performance of Zadok the Priest, 
conducted by a younger OKS, Patrick 
Allies (LN 2003-05). Th e orchestra’s 
introduction produced an increasing 
intensity and crescendo into the opening 
chorus, the latter being somewhat 
drowned by the huge volume of the 
orchestra. However, the chorus came 
into their own in the ‘Amen’ which was 
altogether polished and well balanced.

It is an indication of the breadth of 
musical talent which King’s continues 
to produce that the next two pieces 
were composed by OKS. Firstly, Do not 
stand at my grave and weep by Edmund 
Rex (GL 2001-06), again conducted by 
Patrick Allies. Th e piece is the third in 
an intended series of works written for 
what are traditionally the three most 
important rites of passage in a person’s 
life: birth, marriage and death, and is 
dedicated to his grandfather. Secondly, 
Clamores Laetorum, both written and 
conducted by Roger Lawrence (GR 1948-
54), and which was originally a parting 
gift  to St Edward’s School where he had 
taught maths for eleven years. Th is piece 
is scored for brass, chorus and timpani. 
At times, I found it diffi  cult to understand 
the harmonies in the brass sections and, 
once or twice, tuning was an issue. Th e 
fi rst chorus was impressive and the whole 
work and performance came together in 
the fi nal chorus Gaudeamus Igitur.

Wrapped in Rapture in Piccadilly
Hugh Dibley reviews the OKS Diamond Jubilee Concert at St James’s, Piccadilly on 
Saturday, 29th September

OKS Serenade to Music

I was not familiar with Vaughan Williams’ 
Serenade to Music and it was a welcome 
variety when the chorus fi rst came in. 
Th ere was a lovely soprano solo, sung by 
Harriet Jones (HH 2000-05), leading into 
the tenor and bass solos of Robin Bailey 
(SH 1999-04) and James Lawrence (GR 
1983-88) respectively. Originally scored 
for 16 soloists, the eight soloists sang 
two parts each. Th e soloists were Harriet 
Jones, Emma Lewis (MT 1993-98), Sarah 
Shorter, Th eo Bamber (MO 2005-10), 
Robin Bailey, Tristan Hambleton (MO 
2002-07), James Lawrence and Charles 
Rice (MO 1994-99). It was a memorable 
performance, rounded off  by the fi ne 
execution of both chorus and orchestra.

Th e fi rst half of the concert concluded 
with Parry’s I was glad, a very popular 
and ‘showy’ piece and there was superb 
clarity from the brass section. Th e chorus 
did a fi ne job and I felt that both chorus 
and orchestra responded well to the more 
fl amboyant style of conducting by Peter 
White (SH 1970-75).

Th e second half started with Come Saints 
and Angels by Alan Ridout, conducted by 
Chris Tinker (KSC Staff  1972-80). Th is 
produced fi ne ensemble singing and the 
orchestra was at its most precise, with 
some lovely string and horn playing.

Th e concert fi nished with Mozart’s 
Coronation Mass in C, conducted by 
the current Director of Music, Howard 
Ionascu. Th e Gloria was indeed glorious 
and I was wrapped in rapture during the 
beautiful Soprano Solo in the Agnus, sung 
again by Harriet Jones. It was a spirited 
performance and a fi tting end to the 
concert.

I could not but recall the wide variety of 
music-making which I enjoyed at King’s 
but what is remarkable is that such a high 
standard of performance of a large and 
varied programme was achieved with very 
little rehearsal. Th at is a fi ne testimony 
to the huge range and brilliance of OKS 
musical talent. Long may it continue.

Th ere were 37 in the choir, 38 in the 
orchestra and fi ve conductors, making a 
total of 80 OKS performers on the night. 
I believe the concert would not have been 
as successful as it was without the work 
of the OKS Music Committee: Tristan 
Hambleton, Howard Ionascu, James 
Lawrence, Christopher Tinker, Stuart 
Whatton (MO 1976-81), Peter White 
and in particular OKS Music Rep. Julia 
Maynard (WL 1978-80). Th anks must 
also be given to the King’s School Music 
Department and especially to Howard 
Ionascu, Director of Music, and Andrew 
Pollock, Head of Strings.

“the huge range and 
brilliance of OKS 
musical talent”

Charlie Rice Emma Lewis Harriet Jones James Lawrence

Robin Bailey Sarah Shorter Th eo Bamber Tristan Hambleton
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OKS Jazz 
Concert
Julia Maynard, the OKS 
Music Representative, 
proposes, and invites your 
participation 

After our magnifi cent choral / 
orchestral concert at St James’s, 
Piccadilly last September, I was 
inspired by a conversation with 
OKS Jeremy Haswell at the bar 
afterwards. When I said, ‘What are 
your musical passions, other than 
playing the French horn?’ he started 
singing the smoothest rendition of 
’Come fl y with me’ as if he had been 
doing Bing Crosby all his life. I said to 
all gathered around: ‘Our next OKS 
concert must be a JAZZ concert’!

Having only ever been a fan and 
admirer and never played in any 
of the jazz concerts myself (apart 
from a little close harmony/ Glee 
Club with RPS in the late 1970s) 
we are just beginning the process of 
contacting and hopefully rounding 
up some of the many talented jazz 
musicians who have graced the stage 
of the Shirley Hall and the lawns 
of the Precincts Gardens over the 
years. We are hoping for a ‘warm 
up/ run-in’ for a larger gathering 
in September (details tbc) at the 
May 18 Reunion at St. Augustine’s 
for OKS 1987-2012. Details for the 
September concert in London will 
follow in our next edition. Hope to 
see as many of you there as possible 
– whether it be with your drums, 
double basses or saxophones, or in 
the audience to join me in letting all 
that gorgeous music wash over us!

University 
Reunions
University of St Andrews 
India Lyons reports on the OKS drinks on 13 November 
2012

With the largest intake of ex-King’s pupils to the university in a long 
time, our OKS numbers almost doubled this year which made an 
OKS drinks a far more exciting prospect than just a couple of us 
in a pub having a pint, as has typically been the case at our tiny 

University. When I posed the idea, I received a rapid response and we had organised 
a date within the hour. We had a wonderful evening in Number Forty, discussing the 
extraordinary traditions of the University that the newcomers are getting to grips 
with now and letting off some steam in the midst of a fortnight laden with deadlines. 
Although a couple of people couldn’t make it this time, we’re hoping to organise a 
similar evening next semester due to the success of this Tuesday evening. 

Present were: Emily Allen (WL 2005-07), Emily Arbis (BR 2005-10), Ollie Carr (SH 
2002-07), Melkon Charchoglyan (MR 2006-11), Isobel Fraser (HH 2006-10), Harry 
Gordon (TR 2007-12), India Lyons (LX 2005-10), George Moss (GR 2007-12), Alex 
Pye (BR 2007-12), Lucy Wallis (WL 2007-12).

Edinburgh University
Joshua Collins reports on the OKS Welcome Drinks on 22 
September 2012

We met at 7.30pm at 51 North, a bar next to the central university 
campus. There was a great mix of years with all the freshers coming 
from Pollock Halls and the older years converging from their fl ats 
all over Edinburgh. Straight away everyone was talking happily and, 

after ordering a round of drinks, we sat down and started comparing experiences 
both from and since King’s. Bertie Ahern, having returned from a year in Georgetown, 
USA, was able to give lots of advice to Loren Kock and Nick Lawson who are both 
keen to head across the pond next year. We talked about everything from course 
choices to the best pubs in Edinburgh and all felt very nostalgic about King’s by the 
end of the evening.

Present were: Bertie Ahern (HH 2006-08), Fusi Awosika (LN 2007-12), Katrina 
Blanthorne (LX 2007-12), Alex Bunting (JR 2006-11), Joshua Collins (SH 2003-08), 
Emily Cox (JR 2007-12), Louisa Dearlove (HH 2007-12), Emma Henderson (JR 
2007-12), Alice Hunter Johnston (WL 2003-08), Loren Kock (TR 2005-10), Nick 
Lawson (TR 2005-10), Kitty Vaughan (BR 2006-09), Piers Webb (GR 2007-12), 
Sophie Whaley (BR 2009-11).
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Any reader (and I recommend you 
become one) of Artemis Cooper’s astutely 
named and rightly lauded Patrick Leigh 
Fermor, An Adventure faces a simple 
problem. Namely, to whom can credit and 
criticism be directed? Th is problem arises 
for a very simple reason: the book has two 
authors. Th e challenge Cooper has faced, 
and in my view admirably surmounted, 
has been to tell the story of a man who saw 
his own life as an adventure, in the very 
spirit in which it was lived. All biographies 
have two authors, of course, but what 
marks Leigh Fermor out is his intensely 
romanticised self-awareness, and the 
active pursuit of an adventurous life.
 Two authors then, one responsible for 
consciously narrative living and partial 
documenting, the other more formal 
author responsible primarily for dealing 
with the hard and detailed work of putting 
it all together, a job Leigh Fermor himself 
never found the discipline properly to 
do. Let us bear in the front of our minds 
Leigh Fermor’s profoundly ‘biographical’ 
instincts. He sought adventure, romance, 
the picturesque, the sublime, and took 
evident pleasure in documenting elements 
of them, if inconsistently. A ‘gypsy-scholar’, 
wandering observer, able to off er at best 
jongleur recompense for hospitality, Leigh 
Fermor’s intuitively Epicurean goals make 
him at once irresistible and impossible 
to our admiration. Th is was not a life of 
wage-slavery, or even basic responsibility, 
but rather a life driven by intense curiosity 
and literary self-awareness, a sense of 
character, a sense of place (both spatial 
and temporal) and, most importantly 
of all, a sense of fun. A joy, then, for any 
serious biographer and one can only 
assume particularly so for a longstanding 
friend.

 Sir Patrick Leigh Fermor, or Paddy, 
as Cooper aff ectionately calls him 
throughout this four hundred page 
account, strikes one as a kind of randy Just 
William. For which he is to be, in my view, 
entirely admired. Th e eternal schoolboy, 
wide eyes, grazed knees, slightly grubby 

neck, shorts probably, you get the sense of 
it. One ends up with the overall impression 
that this predominantly enchanting demi-
rogue is just who William Brown grew 
up to be. (I was accused of something 
similar by the Dumbledorian Canon 
Wilkinson during a turbulent stretch of 
my own King’s career, which at the time 
I considered an honour, though possibly 
that wasn’t quite the point.) Leigh Fermor’s 
fi nal report from King’s (before he was 
expelled) highlights ‘a dangerous mixture 
of recklessness and sophistication’, a 
theme echoed throughout this fi ne study 
of his life, and it is entirely to Cooper’s 
credit that she observes the mixed eff ect 
of Fermor’s charms. His inclination to 
show off , though a powerful intoxicant in 
the right circles, was easily seen through 
by the serious-minded Lewis Fermors (his 
father) of this world. Sir Sydney Waterlow, 
British Ambassador to Athens at the 
time of his fi rst visit in 1935, apparently 
‘quite immune, if not allergic, to Paddy’s 
high spirits’, keenly reduces our hero to 
his simplest parts with the unanswerable, 
though only semi-rhetorical, ‘You seem 
bloody pleased with yourself, don’t you?’
 Leigh Fermor lacks the sharply felt 
compassion of his almost-peer Eric 
Blair (George Orwell), whose writing 
from abroad in early manhood is 
overwhelmingly preoccupied with the 
conditions of poverty and injustice. Much 

more the scholarly aesthete, Leigh Fermor 
prefers to notice fi rst the small comedies 
playing out in the midst of surrounding 
horror. In a memorable passage detailing 
the mixed-bag evacuation of allied forces 
from Crete, the mangled bodies of his 
compatriots are acknowledged only 
aft er noting the amusing jetsam and 
abandonalia around him on the sinking 
battleship (‘several boxing gloves and a 
banjo’). 
 Ultimately, Artemis Cooper has 
produced an ideal tribute to the life that 
led to this book. Fermor lived a biography, 
but lacked the discipline ever to make it 
permanent with the prefi x ‘auto-’. Patrick 
Leigh Fermor, An Adventure is the result 
of a life lived with a fi rm eye on posterity, 
but the constitution of a raconteur. Th ank 
goodness, then, for Artemis Cooper.

 Artemis Cooper gave a talk about the 
book on Wednesday 14 November in 
the Cathedral’s Clagett Auditorium. Th e 
King’s Society, several OKS, and a good 
representation from Th e Grange were 
present. Th e author was nominated for the 
Costa Biography award. Th is represents 
a hat-trick of King’s School-related 
nominations in this category, following 
Edmund de Waal, winner in 2010 with 
Th e Hare with Amber Eyes, and Henry 
Cockburn, nominated jointly with his 
father Patrick in 2011 for Henry’s Demons.

Just Paddy
Charlie Lyons (LN 2002-07) empathises with the ‘gypsy-scholar’ portrayed in Artemis 
Cooper’s biography Patrick Leigh Fermor: An Adventure 

One of PLF’s 1979 designs for the new 
house to be built opposite his own Grange. 

“a life driven by intense 

curiosity and literary self-

awareness”
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Ah, the iconoclasm of 
youth! For many of us, 
Patrick Leigh Fermor’s two 
great books (surely they 
are) about his youthful 
adventures are what they 
are because we know 
what Europe has lost:

“We can see, for example, not only 
how extraordinary that moment in 
the White Mountains of Crete was 
when Horace’s Soracte Ode created 
an instant cultural and personal 
rapprochement between British captor 
and German captive, but how strikingly 
it symbolized the fi nal fl are-up before 
extinction of a code of international 
culture that had endured for over two 
millennia; how it indeed formed a 
wonderful, if unintentional postscript 
to the dying worlds so memorably 
evoked in all Paddy’s writings. At one 
level the extraordinary, and moving 
fascination of his work consists in 
the fact that from start to fi nish what 
he is chronicling is the end of an 
epoch, a loving and nostalgic farewell 
to civilizations that were dealt their 
quietus by a single pistol shot in the 
fateful summer of 1914.”

Th us Peter Green, in the longest and 
most thoughtful of the other reviews 
of Artemis Cooper’s book (Times 
Literary Supplement, 16.11.12). Both 
biographer and reviewer are eloquent 
on Leigh Fermor’s lifelong relationship 
with Joan Eyres Monsell, and how 
much the “adventure” cost them both; 
the biography makes this clear:

“We watch Joan’s hope for marriage 
and children being thwarted by a 
combination of the freedom dream 
and the writer’s demand for creative 
solitude (this last being helped out 
at tight moments by her trust fund). 
While their companionship grows 
ever stronger, a time comes when she 
nevertheless abjures sex with Paddy, 
and indeed takes to giving him cash 
handouts to pay for pick-ups. By 1968, 
when they fi nally marry, they are both 
in their fi ft ies, and Joan has had a 
hysterectomy.”

“Harry has loved this Cathedral for 
many years,” said Th e Dean the next 
morning, refl ecting on the latest glorious 
concert by Th e Sixteen, conducted by 
Harry Christophers (MR 1967-72) in 
the Nave on 17 November. Th is was the 
fourth time Th e Sixteen had performed 
there, and “thanks to (their) generosity… 
all was given to the preservation and 
development of Canterbury Cathedral: 
a place of pilgrimage, the focus of the 
ministry of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and also a World Heritage Site”.

Th is particular concert was “framed 
by changelessness” (Th e Very Revd Dr 
Robert Willis again), since (in the words 
of the Programme Notes) “in the early 
years of Elizabeth’s reign, a developing 
puritan consensus on the role of music in 

worship directed Tallis – who maintained 
his own allegiance to the Roman Catholic 
faith – to compose nine simple psalm-
settings for four voices for the use of 
Archbishop Matthew Parker’s Th e Whole 
Psalter translated into English Metre.”

In between these “gateposts”, Th e Sixteen 
sang Byrd, Macmillan, Tippett and Britten 
– and then a surprise. “Harry never gives 
encores” (Th e Dean); and yet, aft er the 
concert had ended with Tallis’s Ordinal, 
Come Holy Ghost, back the choir came – 
and sang Tallis’s joyous Canon.

And why? Because Harry’s daughter had 
just announced her engagement, and 
where better for the family to celebrate 
that than in Canterbury Cathedral?

Three weeks earlier, and with 
Harry unable to arrive because 
he’d got stuck at an airport, 
there was a much lighter but 

much enjoyed celebration at Wye Parish 
Church, with many OKS and former 
members of the Common Room present, 
for the 80th birthday of Hon OKS Wendy 
White-Th omson. Mark Deller (SH 1952-
57) was master of ceremonies. Wendy’s 
Hoarse Whisperers (minus Harry) in 
a selection of songs were ex-choristers 
Stephen and Christopher Barlow (GR 
1968-72 and 1971-76), Anthony Dawson 
(MR 1965-70), Andrew Lyle (MR 1965-
70) and Brian Gulland. Also featured 
was a setting by Robert Scott (Common 
Room 1956-91) of Th e Owl Song, a poem 
by Wendy. Sons Stephen and John (MR 
1969-73 and 1977-81) also spoke and, in 
Jubilee Year, gave a good impression of 
Prince Charles. 

The thoroughly entertaining evening 
ended with a communal ditty, based 
(improbably) on the Flanders and Swann 
Hippopotamus Song:

Now Wendy is widely known for having 
some fl are!
Getting all of her friends in a spin
She’ll smile at you sweetly, fi x you with 
her stare 
And announce ‘Now I’ve thought of a 
thing.’
It might be some cricket of times long 
gone by
Or a steam train to pull up at Wye
Although all her antics can leave us quite 
frantic
Her charms we can never deny.

Wendy White-Th omson cuts her cake. 

The Editor Comments Music Solemn…

… and Music Festive

Photo: Adrian Hallam
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Edmund de Waal 
opens the King 
Street Studios

Director of Art Peter Cordeaux describes the opening of 
the new pottery and photography facilities in King Street 

F THE HEADMASTER HAD ASKED 
me at interview what were the two most 
important development issues for the Art 
Department at King’s, I would have told 
him we needed to relocate the Pottery to 
be adjacent to Blackfriars and we needed 
to improve the Photography facilities. I 
am very lucky that the Governors also 
realised this was a priority and on 3 
November the new King Street Studios 
were offi  cially opened.

Th is site, on the 
corner of King 
Street and St 
Alphege Lane, 
houses the ceramic 
studio, with plaster 
and sculpture area 
and kiln room, and 
a fully equipped photography studio, with 
digital suite and fi lm processing and dark 
room facilities. 
It was an important day for the 
Department as the enhancement of the 
facilities we have to off er our pupils will 
make a real diff erence not only to their 
artwork but also to the atmosphere within 
the department. No longer is the ceramics 
work produced in a satellite building 

which is geographically separate from the 
rest of the Department but now pupils and 
staff  can buzz between the two buildings, 
making full use of the three-dimensional 
workshops and photographic facilities.
Th e pupils produced new artwork for 
the opening of the building, including 
paintings by the Sixth Form on the theme 
of ‘transformation’. Th e building was for 
many years the Prince of Wales public 
house, and the name of the local brewer 

Rigden can still be seen in the windows 
– there were Rigdens at the King’s School 
in the eighteenth century. More recently 
it was used as a lap-dancing club. (Th e 
neighbours are, on the whole, grateful to 
the School for this tasteful conversion.) 
Th e Headmaster’s speech hinted at the 
history of the site but like so many of the 
School’s historic buildings we let them 
evolve to remain fi t for purpose. Th e Art 

“the power of being deeply 
moved by the presence of 
beautiful objects”

I
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Edmund cuts the ribbon, accompanied by Headmaster 
Peter Roberts and Director of Art Peter Cordeaux. 

Scholars also used the building as the 
starting point for drawings and clay work 
ready to enhance the opening day. We 
produced new photography work to show 
off  our new teaching base.

On the Saturday 
morning we 
all gathered 
in Blackfriars 
in front of a 
selection of 
artwork, much 
of it created 
during the 
p r e v i o u s 
a c a d e m i c 
year but still 
showing the 
quality and level our pupils achieve. 
Th e main studio was packed with 
teachers, both new and old, parents, OKS 
(including potters Richard Chapman and 
Jack Kenny), governors and, importantly, 
friends of King’s, the people without whose 
support we could not have completed this 
exciting project. 

Everyone then moved to King Street 
where Edmund de Waal OBE (1977-81), 

renowned ceramicist, writer and OKS, cut 
the ribbon, offi  cially opening the building. 
During his speech he made it very clear 
that having a strong and well-resourced 
Art Department was essential to support 

the diverse pupil body we educate 
at King’s. He 
could not have 
become the 
world-renowned 
artist he was 
today without the 
opportunity he 
was given by the 
School to spend 
his aft ernoons in 
the pottery with 
Geoff rey Whiting. 
He expected we 
would keep the 

traditions alive for future generations. 
Edmund also unveiled the stylishly 
modern plaque inscribed ‘Lumen et Terra’ 
– an allusion to the two arts represented 
in the building – and with a quotation 
from OKS Walter Pater: “the power of 
being deeply moved by the presence of 
beautiful objects”. Th e senior Art Scholar 
Maya Kolade then made a presentation to 
Edmund. 

Every member of the party and the 
parents of the Art Scholars who joined 
us for lunch later in Blackfriars left  their 
mark in both clay and photography. Th ere 
will be a permanent reminder of the day 
attached to the wall in the foyer of the new 
building. 

It was a very enjoyable occasion but with a 
serious purpose. Now the building is open 
we can continue with the production of 
high quality artwork in both ceramics and 
photography. Th is area will be a real asset 
to the School and the Department. 
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James Belgrave (MO 
2000-05) talks about his 
experiences working for 
the UN in Burundi, a small 
landlocked Central African 
country nestled between 
DR Congo, Rwanda and 
Tanzania

Stepping off  the plane two years ago my 
senses were overwhelmed – an invisible 
wave of humid heat hit me and made wet 
everything it came into contact with, an 
ancient, organic smell fi lled my nostrils, 
the air was noticeably heavier and life 
seemed too slow. Wide open banana fi elds, 
stretching out towards  Lake Tanganyika, 
were overshadowed by the oppressive 
mountains of eastern DR Congo. Th e 
road, peppered with women and men 
carrying every imaginable item on their 
heads, fl ew past. Machete in hand, men 
stared. Half of me wanted to turn around 
and get back on the plane. Th e other half 
sat with steely reserve (thanks, King’s) and 
faced the challenges ahead. 

In the two years I’ve been here I’ve 
discovered a country, a region and a 
system that is complex beyond belief. On a 

professional level, supporting the poorest 
country in the world in its eff orts to drag 
itself back onto its feet aft er decades of 
inter-ethnic confl ict, which left  300,000 
people dead and more than half a million 
displaced, is not without challenges. 
Endemic and institutionalized corruption, 
daily violence, some of the worst levels of 
food insecurity and malnutrition on the 
planet, diseases such as malaria, cholera, 
HIV, chronic insecurity linked to years 
of grievances and cheap weapons, the list 
goes on.

Not to mention the daily challenges one 
is faced with. Daily water shortages, 
power cuts, fuel shortages, being woken 
up in the middle of the night to the 
sound of automatic gunfi re outside your 
window, illness, endless frustrations with 
the UN system, staggering inequalities. 
Not to mention being called a ‘Mzungu’ 
(white man/outsider) on a daily basis. It’s 
certainly not a walk in the park. Th at said, 
in the face of all the suff ering, hardship, 
frustration and emotion, Burundi will 
always be a place I love. All the downsides 
can be juxtaposed with the warmth and 
charm of the place, the sense of purpose, 
the connection with the people, the 
culture, the land.

Working on agriculture I spend a great 
deal of my time in the fi eld, visiting 
farmers, hearing their problems, hopes 
and aspirations, retelling their stories 
through photo, video, social media, and 
lobbying for further support. Burundi has 
the potential to feed itself but faces serious 
challenges such as changes in climate, land 
degradation and feeble infrastructures. 
We work to help them overcome these 
challenges.

“When are you coming back?” I keep 
being asked by friends and family. I 
came for 6 months and have stayed for 
24. It’s hard to imagine settling down in 
Europe, taking the tube, shopping in 
Tesco’s. My hunger to explore, to dream 
and to discover has only grown. So as my 
contract comes to an end, I aim my sights 
on my next mission in the knowledge that 
with all the hardship will come great and 
unexpected rewards.  

Working in 
Burundi – 
a view from 
the ground

Photo: James Belgrave
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“It’s certainly not a walk 
in the park.”
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Working as a Graduate Sports Assistant 
has been fantastic. I get to teach PE 
and coach lacrosse every day and I get 
free access to some great facilities. For 
anyone, the prospect of leaving the safety 
of a university lifestyle and having to 
get by in such an economic downturn 
is pretty scary. This job has given me a 
place to live, no bills, free food, free gym 
membership and the opportunity to 
enhance my CV massively. 
 There have been certain challenges 

though. If someone had told me last 
year that I would be teaching swimming, 
taking spinning and pilates classes and 
doing demonstrations in gymnastics, 
I would never have believed them. 
Then there’s the fact that working in a 
boarding school like King’s is no standard 
9-5 graduate City job; the combination 
of sporting fi xtures and boarding 
house duties means that you don’t get 
weekends off. That being said, the pay-off 
of ridiculously long holidays certainly 
softens the blow. 
 Returning to King’s and being on the 
“other side” has been a vastly rewarding 
and interesting experience. Obviously 
the comfort of knowing my way around, 
understanding the way the School 
operates and seeing a lot of familiar 

faces made the transition from full-time 
student to full-time job much easier. A 
lot of people have asked me whether 
I fi nd it weird or uncomfortable having 
my former teachers as work colleagues. 
I suppose for some people it would 
be strange, but for me I have found it 
thoroughly enjoyable to get to know 
my former teachers outside of the 
professional school environment. It has 
taken a number of my previous teachers 
time to adjust to seeing me as a co-
worker; throughout the whole of the 
fi rst term I was constantly mistaken for a 
pupil, but seeing as I’m in sports kit 24/7 
I guess that’s understandable. At least I 
can be happy knowing that when I’m 30 
I’ll look 25! It’s also quite fun to merge 
into the crowd of pupils sometimes, 
they defi nitely forget that I’m actually 
a member of staff and some of the 
rude things I have overheard have been 
quite funny – especially when they then 
realise that I am there, resulting in their 
embarrassment. 
 I couldn’t have ever hoped that I 
would be doing a job I enjoy so much 
having come fresh out of university. The 
norm for a recent graduate would be to 
have to slog it out in some vast business 
establishment with a distant hope of 
moving up the ladder. Instead, I get to 
spend my fi rst year as a graduate doing 
a thoroughly enjoyable and diverse job, 
which has also undoubtedly helped to 
secure my place on my PGCE course 
starting in September.

Back to King’s
Kitty Synge (JR 2003-
08) describes her return 
to Canterbury as a sports 
coach

no standard 9-5 
graduate City job
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Th e opening of Robertson’s at JKS. 

Enlightened school development is 
strategic: new or improved facilities have 
to support a school’s overall vision. Th is 
is why, in 2010, we carried out a complete 
audit of school facilities to identify the 
areas where development would make 
the most diff erence to a King’s education 
in the 21st Century. Our development 
Master Plan is the result of this work, 
and we’re making headway with this. 
Th e acquisition of the Old Malthouse, 
a possible acquisition of the Butterfi eld 
buildings of a nearby primary school, 
plans for more sports facilities… these 
are very exciting times for the School. 
It’s still early days and such ambitious 
projects take a great deal of planning, so 
we continue to be in what we’re calling the 
‘quiet phase’ of the campaign. Nonetheless, 
we have received wonderfully generous 

support already and we are well on our 
way towards our target. Our intention 
is to build fundraising momentum so 
that when we go public with a full-scale 
appeal everyone can see a likely success 
unfolding.
 Beyond the emerging big campaign, 
we have been working with Junior 
King’s on two development projects. On 

5th January, the Minister for Sport and 
Tourism, Rt Hon Hugh Robertson, PC, 
(BR 1976-81) opened the new astro pitch 
and tennis courts at JKS. Th is impressive 
new facility was funded through a very 
generous gift  from an anonymous donor. 
Th e pitch is named aft er Hugh’s father, 
George, Headmaster at JKS from 1978-89. 
In addition to speeches from Hugh and 
Headmaster Peter Wells, George himself 
stepped up to the microphone and 
inspired the gathered pupils on the life 
lessons to be learnt from sport. Another 
anonymous donation has enabled us to 
carry out restoration and improvement 
work to the magnifi cent Milner Court 
Barn, which is now draught-free, dust-
free, light and warm.
 Looking further ahead, we are acutely 
aware that bequests from OKS will be 
critically important to the future of King’s, 
particularly to our plans to off er further 
funded places to deserving and talented 
pupils. To this end, we have been working 
with Peter Venn (WL 1954-60), Chairman 
of the Legacy Club, on encouraging 
more OKS to pledge a legacy. Th e results 
have been extremely encouraging. We 
began our long term Legacy Campaign 
last summer with a total of 60 declared 
‘legators’ (people who have kindly told us 
that King’s is in their will). Th is fi gure now 
stands at 95. Th is 50% increase speaks 
volumes for OKS goodwill towards the 
School and the pledges keep coming in. 
Indeed, if you would like to know what’s 
involved in making a pledge, do telephone 
or e-mail. We’d love to hear from you.

View from the 
Foundation Office

James Underhill, Director 
of the King’s Foundation, 
outlines recent progress

bequests from OKS 
will be critically 
important 
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News

Aft er 15 years of working in a variety 
of inner city schools in varying roles I 
decided to do something diff erent and 
apply for the headship of a girls’ high 
school in Kent – Dartford Technology 
College. Up to this point I had extensive 
experience in six schools that could be 
described as challenging, but I wanted to 
experience a school without the edginess 
of inner city London. However, between 
being appointed Head Teacher in May 
2011 and taking up post in September 
2011 the school was put into Special 
Measures by OFSTED. Suddenly my fi rst 
Headship looked as if it might be over 
before it even began. 

Fortunately Kent County Council were 
confi dent that I had the skills to bring the 
school out of Special Measures and I was 
given the chance to use the experience 
I had gained in Inner London. At the 
start of my fi rst term I found that the 
percentage of good or better lessons was 
less than 35% and some key leaders were 
inadequate. Happily, I was able to move 
ineff ective people on and promote high 

quality staff  to key roles. Th is led to an 
improvement in the quality of teaching 
and therefore a good progress judgment 
on the fi rst OFSTED monitoring visit, 
which was fortunate as anything less 
would have meant I had a very short 
career as headteacher!

Th e students and staff  began to see the 
diff erence the new leadership team was 

making and the whole school gained 
momentum. Students who at fi rst thought 
they were incapable of achieving good 
grades began to believe in themselves. 
Staff  who thought their best teaching days 
were behind them began to teach good 
and outstanding lessons. By the end of 
the fi rst year we had raised results by 10% 
from the previous year and became the 
highest performing girls’ high school in 
Kent in 2012.

Th e school was totally diff erent in 
September 2012. We had rebranded 

the school as a Science college, the girls 
had voted on a new school uniform and 
over 26 staff  had left . We were quietly 
confi dent that the school would be taken 
out of special measures when OFSTED 
next visited. In the event we were given 
a good judgment – something only one 
other secondary school in the country has 
achieved under Michael Gove’s new, more 
rigorous framework. We had focused on 

the quality of teaching and at the time of 
the fi nal visit over 75% of our teaching 
was good and some of it was outstanding. 

On one of our walls in our fl at I have a 
framed report written by Raymond Butt 
when I was in the Remove. He describes 
how I was “letting the world pass by 
without exerting himself overmuch to 
become part of it”. Fortunately I heeded 
his words and now I am privileged to lead 
a school on a journey to becoming an 
outstanding institution, full of students 
who are going to impose themselves on 
the world.

Th e girls of Dartford 
Technology College. 

“Students who at fi rst thought they were 
incapable of achieving good grades began 
to believe in themselves.”

Headfi rst into the deep end
Seamus Murphy took on the challenge of a secondary 
school in Special Measures 

Seamus Murphy
(GL 1983-88)
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Careers

Francis Corbin was born at 
Laneville, King and Queen 
County, Virginia in 1759. His 
father Col. Richard Corbin 
was Receiver General of 
the colony and his mother’s 
family the Tayloes were some 
of the richest planters there. 
Francis joined King’s in 1774 
and left  at Christmas 1776, 
having delivered the Speech 
Day oration that year. He 
was therefore at Canterbury 
when the Declaration of 
Independence was issued. 
He was admitted to the Inner 
Temple in 1777 and although 
some American reference 
works state that he went 
to Cambridge, there is no 
evidence of this.

Th e Corbins were a Loyalist 
family, but did not participate 
in the War of Independence. 
Francis, along with two of his 
brothers, remained in England 
throughout the war and spent 
his time, as Patrick Henry 
sarcastically put it, “mixing 
among the great, attending 
levees and courts, basking 
in the beams of royal favour at St. 
James’, and exchanging courtesies with 
crowned heads”. In 1783 he returned to 
America where he was soon elected to 
the Virginia House of Delegates.

Corbin made his mark at the Virginia 
Ratifying Convention in 1788. Th e new 
Constitution of the United States had 
been drawn up at Philadelphia in 1787 
but had to be approved by the states. Th e 
response of Virginia, comfortably the 
largest state, was crucial to the success 
of the new Union. Corbin, a Federalist, 
played a leading part in the discussions: 
“his fi ne person, his polished manners, 
his talents in debates, his knowledge 
of foreign aff airs, aided by the prestige 
of an ancient name were observed and 
applauded.” Aft er fi erce discussions, 
the key votes were passed by 88-80 
and 89-79 and Corbin was elected to a 
committee – alongside James Madison 
(later President), Edmund Randolph 

(later Attorney General and Secretary of 
State), John Marshall (later Chief Justice) 
and George Nicholas – ‘to prepare and 
report a form of ratifi cation’. Th e fi nal 
resolution accepted the Constitution, 
but recommended some amendments, 
many of which were to be incorporated 
in the Bill of Rights. 

Now a prominent fi gure in Virginia, 
Corbin was a candidate for the House of 
Representatives in 1789, 1790 and 1793 
and for the Senate in 1792, but was not 
elected. He left  active politics in 1795 
and his later years were spent managing 
his estate at Th e Reeds, Caroline County. 
Corbin died there in 1821. His obituary 
described him as “a gentleman of fi ne 
education, of extensive reading, and 
most sociable manners”. A typical OKS 
in fact. 

A Glimpse of 
Family Law
Iona Emlyn-Williams (WL 2002-07) 
reports on her work placement, organised 
through the OKS Careers Service. 

I was not very sure what to expect 
when I arrived at Harcourt Chambers, 
conveniently located opposite the Crown 
and Magistrates Courts in the heart of 
Oxford, on a warm September morning. 
I was curious to see how this shadowing 
would diff er from others that I had done 
in the past and was keen to see Family 
Law in action, as in theory it sounded like 
an area which appealed to me greatly. 
 Frances Judd was fantastic in 
organising an incredibly interesting week 
for me. During the fi ve days that I spent 
at Harcourt, I was privileged enough to 
shadow four, stylistically very diff erent, 
barristers. Seeing such variety – not just 
the ways in which the advocates operate, 
but also in the cases themselves – allowed 
me to have a very well-rounded initiation 
into the world of Family Law. 
 Th ree days were spent following one 
of the younger members of Harcourt, 
Stephen Crispin, from whom I learnt a 
lot in what was a very short space of time. 
Th e case he was working on enabled me to 
have my fi rst experience of the Magistrates 
Court. My biggest preconception about 
Family Law was that, as an area, it was 
very dominated by women and this case 
did nothing to alleviate this bias! Stephen 
was royally outnumbered, with the 
waiting room at times tending to feel like 
an odd mothers’ meeting. Th is all changed 
very swift ly as soon as the advocates 
appeared in front of the Magistrates: the 
proceedings were conducted with the 
utmost professionalism from all parties 
and getting to see the very practical 
aspects of being a family barrister was 
brilliant. 
 Very helpfully, at the mid-way point 
of the mini-pupillage, Frances took the 
time to give me some advice and help me 
wade through what the next step of the 
law ladder would entail. I was hoping that 
the week at Harcourt Chambers would 
give me a new perspective on the prospect 
of working for a chambers outside 
London and allow me to have fi rst-hand 
experience of an area of the law which I 
was hoping to go into. Th ose short, but 
very full, fi ve days achieved exactly that 
and made me understand exactly what it 
is that I want out of law, and how to go 
about it. 

Francis Corbin: Federalist 

Th e Virginia Ratifying Convention, 1788. 

Number 10 in Peter Henderson’s series on Unknown 
OKS is a Virginian who supported ratifying the 
Constitution of the United States 
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Sport

In 2012, Fred Housden was inducted 
into the England Athletics Hall of 
Fame. Among the others honoured 
were Sir Christopher Chataway, 

former parent and governor (and the fi rst 
winner of the BBC Sports Personality of 
the Year trophy), David Moorcroft , Tessa 
Sanderson and Fatima Whitbread. 
 Born in 1892, Fred was at King’s from 
1906 to 1911, where he was an excellent 
all-rounder. He was in the cricket XI in 
1910 and 1911 (“has a good eye, but hits 
too much across”, noted Th e Cantuarian), 
in the rugby XV in 1910 (“has done the 
work of scrum half admirably”) and also 
in the Gym and Fives Pairs. He played the 
piano in a school concert and read papers 
on ‘Birds’ Nests’ and ‘Incidents in the Boer 
War’ to the Harvey Society. He then won 
an Open Scholarship in Mathematics to 
Peterhouse, Cambridge, where he was a 
Wrangler (i.e. secured a fi rst class degree) 
and captained the University Gym VIII. 
 In the First World War he was 
commissioned in the Royal Field Artillery, 
becoming a Major, and was awarded the 
Military Cross. He was a master at King’s 
in 1919, helping coach the 1st XV, and 
then went to Harrow School where he 
taught from 1920 to 1952. Th ere he was 
a housemaster, head of the OTC, second 
master, and briefl y acting headmaster. He 
also represented England in hurdles and 
long jump in 1921, and the British Empire 
in the pole vault in 1928. He was awarded 
the OBE for his work with the Imperial 
Cadet Association. He died in 1974. 
 Fred enters the Hall of Fame mainly 
for his achievements aft er he had retired 
as a schoolmaster. He used his expertise, 
both sporting and mathematical, to train 
international athletes and collaborated 
with Geoff  Dyson on his infl uential book 
Th e Mechanics of Athletics. In the 1960s, he 
became a coach of David Hemery, and in 
particular helped him with his technique: 
“He modifi ed my hurdling so my high 
point was two inches before the hurdles, 
so I stepped down over them.” While 
others worked ruthlessly on the physical 
side of performance, Fred’s approach 
was more relaxed: “He had a keen sense 
of humour and developed the charming 
habit of sending me encouraging poems 
he’d written about some of my races.” 
Hemery then won the gold medal for the 
400m hurdles in a world record time at the 
Mexico Olympics in 1968, by which time 
Fred was 76. It was Hemery who accepted 
the Award in Fred’s name.

Summer Sports Update
Please see the Dates for the Diary (page 2) for forthcoming OKS 
sports events. Should you wish to participate please contact the 
sports reps directly 

Sporting Stars
Fred Housden and Rob Stephen, two OKS born a hundred years apart, have recently made 
sporting headlines 

1910: Th e Sixth Form: Fred Housden is leaning against the pillar. 

 Rob Stephen was born a hundred 
years aft er Fred Housden and his career 
has many parallels with his illustrious 
predecessor’s. In Meister Omers from 2005 
to 2010, he was a talented sportsman and 
played for the England Under 16 A rugby 
team. He was fl y-half and Vice-Captain 
in Roy White’s fi nal XV of 2009. (“He is a 
deep thinker about the game and utterly 
modest.”) Th ey won 10 and drew 1 of their 
15 matches. He was also a Music Scholar 
and a member of the Crypt Choir, and as 
a cellist “gave a sensitive and passionate 
performance” of Bruch’s Kol Nidrei in the 
Symphony Concert. He can be heard on 
the King’s Men’s CD Naturally. And he 
was Vice-Captain of School. He then won 
a Choral Scholarship to King’s College, 
Cambridge. 

 At university, Rob continued to balance 
his academic, sporting and musical 
interests – not an easy thing to do in such 
a high profi le choir. In December 2012, he 
became the fi rst King’s, Cambridge Choral 
Scholar to win a Rugby Blue since Marcus 
Dods, later a noted conductor, in 1938. He 
was also the fi rst OKS Rugby Blue since 
Myles Orsler for Oxford in 1995-97. He 
had to miss a recording session to play 
at Twickenham. In the match itself, four 
penalties and a conversion from full back 
Rob helped Cambridge to a 19-6 lead 
shortly aft er half-time, but Oxford fought 
back and fi nally won by 26-19. 
 Rob is looking to a career in teaching: 
the example of Fred Housden beckons. 

2010: Th e School Monitors: Rob Stephen is wearing the kilt. 


