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In this issue
“Marx cannot shock me 

as you do, old maid,” wrote 
WH Auden, half-ironically 
commending Jane Austen for 
showing “with such sobriety, the 
economic basis of society.”

An ethic of public service was 
once one of the glories of the 
public school tradition (though 
not unique to it, of course), allied 
with the Christian injunction 
to live in the service of others. 

Any public-spirited OKS currently growing older in their 
commitment to some part of the voluntary sector (such as parish 
churches, amenity groups, members’ sports clubs, even political 
parties) is liable now to be troubled by the difficulty of finding 
anyone younger to replace themselves with.

Arguably, economic and social changes that have merit in 
themselves (the improved position of women in the workplace, 
for instance, or the entitlement since 1993 of part-timers to 
occupational pensions) have the side-effect of diminishing the 
time available for anyone to maintain unpaid commitments, 
and besides for young and youngest OKS (living with the 
monetisation of higher education, the mortgage barrier, the 
spectacle of their grandparents sailing over the horizon on their 
pensions) it is understandable if there is a primacy to the best and 
soonest financial return post-education.

There are still alternatives for OKS, fortunately; and these 
pages will convey some OKS lives well lived outside of the 
financial sector: in the criminal justice system, in scholarship 
and research, in a curacy profoundly influenced by Canterbury 
Cathedral, and (News of OKS) in a knighthood earned by a 
working lifetime in the Government’s education service. There 
are options.

Stephen Woodley
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News

From the OKS President
After 36 years as OKS Treasurer, Peter 
Holmes-Johnson stepped down at the 
OKS Association’s AGM in January. He 
leaves big boots behind for his successor 
to step into, but I am delighted that Tim 
Adams (TR 1994-99) has agreed to take 
on the office, and I am sure that he will 
steer the finances as wisely as Peter has 
done.  Peter has worked with thirteen 
OKS Presidents, and everyone is grateful 
to Peter for his dedication and support to 
the Association over the years.

The Walpole House Reunion in October 
was a relaxed multi-generational event in 
the House in Canterbury.  More recently, 
and in contrast, the Class of 85 Reunion 
organised by OKS was strictly for the 
‘faces’ of 1985, and was hugely enjoyed by 
all present. 

The May Reunion this year is for the 
1980-89 vintage.  If you have photos of 
this era that you would be happy to share 
for a powerpoint wall display on the 
evening, please could you email them to 
Elaine Lynch etl@kings-school.co.uk. The 
OKS Jazz Evening at the 606 Club on 9 
June will feature sets by Robert Ellison 

(TR 2010-15), Ed Whitehead (MR 2006-
10) and John G Smith (WL 1976-81) – 
tickets are likely to sell quickly.
Looking beyond King’s Week, and 
the annual OKS King’s Week lunch, 
the School’s Boat Club dinner on 10 
September, to which OKS are invited, will 
feature Fran Houghton (WL 1993-98) 
talking about her experience of Rio 2016. 
(Good Luck Fran!)

The annual OKS Careers Day takes place 
on 24 June.  It’s the day when OKS return 
to the School to give the 6Bs careers and 
general ‘how to survive life post-King’s’ 
advice.  The day is much valued by the 
pupils, and it’s an enjoyable day for the 
participating OKS too.  I would urge you 
to see if you can contribute: the more 
OKS we have the better.  

We’re also looking for volunteers to be 
OKS year group Reps.  The responsibility 
would be to organise informal get-
togethers, with the help of the OKS 
Events team.  For more information 
contact Kirsty Mason, oks@kings-school.
co.uk.
 Charlotte Pragnell

From the Headmaster
It has been a pleasure teaching the Shells 
(would you believe there are nine sets 
across the modern year groups at King’s?) 
about the history and architecture of 
the Mother Church of the Anglican 
Communion this Lent Term. We have 
focused on the building programmes 
between the time of the Foundation 
of Cathedral and School through to 
the second Foundation by Henry VIII. 
For me it has been moving to read the 
pupils’ accounts of how they have been 
affected and inspired by worshipping 
and inhabiting some of the most sacred 
and beautiful spaces from the Medieval 
World.

On a daily basis, however, the Headman’s 
rounds begin as the School tramps 
(usually in smart order and always in 
good spirits) past me up the steps of the 
Shirley Hall for morning prayers.

As I follow them in, my eye looks up 
at the elegant tablet recording my 
predecessors back to the Reformation. 
Fred Shirley’s belief in the close 
relationship of each pupil to the Head 

finds resonance in the daily gathering 
in the Hall that remembers his name. 
Peter Pilkington’s tenet that King’s at its 
best combines the pursuit of academic 
excellence and a broad-brush cultivation 
of the co-curricular was pivotal in 
attracting me to come to Canterbury, but 
what about the others on the list?

Keith Wilkinson has always been 
warm and helpful in his advice and 
distinguished OKS speak warmly about 
Peter Newell’s constant encouragement of 
individuals who struggled and his stylish 
‘Pont. Max.’ signature in purple on notes, 
reports and cards to many, many pupils.

Anthony Phillips has been a very 
welcome visitor in recent years and his 
dynamic and inimitable rapport with all 
sections of our community has been a 
joy to behold. Anthony’s Headship will 
be remembered above all for the pivotal 
and successful move to full co-education 
and the tough and astute negotiation of 
freehold ownership of St Augustine’s. 
Those who know me best realise that I 
am an avid ‘Whovian’ and as I look at 

the succession of names, I reflect that 
we share the same vision and cultivate 
the same qualities in the School, but 
in a different time context and with an 
individuality that is very true of the 
regenerations of Doctor Whos!

So the Lent Term, as you can read within 
the School News pages, rushes on to this 
early celebration of Easter. The boys 1st 
XI hockey beat Tonbridge in the semi-
final of the Frank Mason Tournament; 
the Boat Club has started their season 
promisingly at the early Heads of River; 
three of the six Finalists in the Marlowe 
Young Musician of the Year were King’s 
pupils; our Young Entrepreneurs have 
been asked to represent the country; and 
our Oxbridge results were the best for 
many years. It is a great privilege to lead 
such an excellent all-round school and 
I hope that my predecessors and all the 
OKS feel most welcome to come back 
and continue to be part of that unique 
thing, the King’s way of life.

Peter Roberts
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Lord Lieutenant’s 
Cadet

Cadet Company 
Sergeant Major 
Thomas Hunt of 
the School CCF 
has received a 
Kent Cadet of the 
Year Award. He 
was honoured 
by Viscount de 
L’Isle at the Lord-
Lieutenant’s 
Reservist and 
Cadet Awards 
Ceremony held 
on Monday 
28 September 
at Penshurst 
Place. Tom 
is one of 
seven cadets 
who will 
accompany 
the Lord 
Lieutenant 
on his official 
duties during 
the year 
2015-16. 

Classics and Brains

School Shop
in St Alphege’s

On 15 September Susan Greenfield gave a talk under the 
joint aegis of the Pater and Harvey Societies entitled Classics 
and Brain Science – two sides of the same (human) coin? 
Baroness Greenfield structured her presentation around the 

three great Greek 
dramatists: Aeschylus 
(the individual 
insignificant), 
Sophocles (the 
individual with no free 
will) and Euripides 
(the individual driven 
by internal forces) 
and concluded – even 
more pertinently 
to this adolescent 
audience – with 
comments on the 
ways in which use of 
social media might 
affect the brain. 

Thanks to the researches of local historian David Lewis, 
we have been able to identify a significant Second World 
War site at the centre of the School. In 1944 and 1945 
the Royal Artillery worked on a method of tracking V2 
rockets in order to locate the launch sites. Recordings 
were made at several locations in the South East of 
England and the results brought to Canterbury for 
analysis. Officers and men were billeted in the School and 
the operations room was in the first floor of the Priory 
classrooms – now Priory 2 and 2a (and Priory 5 in the 
former roof space). 

The School Shop has moved into the former St Alphege’s 
Church. Once opposite the Mint Yard Gate, and more recently 
on the School side of Palace Street, the Shop is now in a large 
and splendid new home. The Church has long been closely 
connected with the School. Many OKS were baptised or 
married there and some are buried in the churchyard. The 
church closed in 1982 and was for some years the Canterbury 
Environment Centre. The building was acquired by the School 
in 2007 and had been used mainly for music and drama. 

News from King's
V2s in P2
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The second half of the 
Autumn Term saw a series of 
enjoyable musical events. The 
Chamber Orchestra Concert 
(15 November) included two 
early Haydn symphonies 
and concertos for strings by 
Haydn and Vivaldi featuring 
eight soloists. The Ensembles 
Concert (1 December) was an 
opportunity for the Sinfonia, 
the Saxophone Group, the Brass 
Ensemble and the Wind Band. 
Finally the Christmas Concert 
(6 December) was a spectacular 
outing for the Symphony 
Orchestra in Sibelius, Beethoven and 
Tchaikovsky. After the mince pies, the King’s Chorus was 
joined by OKS George Coltart (baritone), guest soloist in 
Vaughan Williams’ Fantasia on Christmas Carols as well as in 
songs by way of tribute to Frank Sinatra. 

The King’s Society was established ten years ago on the 
initiative of Lower Master Paul Taylor. The programme for 
the Autumn Term 2005 included a ceramics course, two talks 
and a literary tour, as well as the OKS Musicians’ Concert. 
Autumn Term 2015 had three times as many events, 
including walks, talks, theatre and gallery visits, in London 
as well as in Canterbury and East Kent. The Society, which is 
open to parents, former parents, Legacy Club members, OKS 
and friends of the School, now has over 300 members as well 
as a branch in Hong Kong. A Brazilian themed anniversary 
party will be held on 2 July in the Lattergate Garden. 

The School Play in November was Georg Büchner’s 
Woyzeck in a cleverly rearranged St Mary’s Hall. This 
fragmentary piece is always challenging to perform and 
this production was passionate and thought-provoking. 
The setting was appropriately stark and the action was 
imaginatively choreographed. The cast included Romilly 
Carboni as Woyzeck, Matilda Storey as Marie, Eliza 
Batten as the Captain (whose ‘shaving’ was therefore leg 
waxing) and Dominic Aldridge as the Doctor. The play 
was directed by Rebekah Beattie. 

OKS of a certain vintage may remember when half term 
was a weekend. For some years it has been a fortnight in the 
Autumn Term – and the opportunity for a wide range of 
educational and cultural activities. This year there were school 
trips to Venice for Art, New York for Economics, Morocco 
for Geography and to Annecy, Seville and Berlin for French, 
Spanish and German, as well as to the Lake District for Duke 
of Edinburgh Award candidates. At the same time the School 
was host to several Canterbury Festival events from concerts 
in the Shirley Hall to drama in St Mary’s Hall and Festival 
Walks at St Augustine’s and in the Precincts. 

Music

Woyzeck

King’s Society 10th 
Anniversary

Half Term:    
Home and Away
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Some 
Reflections on 
the Criminal 
Justice System

Passing from a very busy working life, in 
my case after 40 years in the law, to that 
state which is described as “retirement” 
provides focus for reflection; on both 
the changes which have taken place in 
those years and also the current situation. 
Since most of my career, both at the Bar 
and on the Bench, was spent dealing 
with criminal cases, this short piece is 
confined to that area of the law. 

Two changes are palpable. The first (at 
the risk of an appearance of judicial 
bias) is that judges today are very 
much more polite to, and considerate 
of, those in court. Gone are the days 
in which some judges were routinely 
rude to witnesses and to advocates and 
created an atmosphere of trepidation 
and, in one or two extreme cases, terror. 

Now almost all judges go out of their 
way to be considerate of witnesses, as 
they should, and most are patient of 
an advocate’s inexperience or error, 
although this can sometimes be at the 
expense of letting an advocate get away 
with slapdashery! The second is that 
the criminal law is very much more 
complex than it used to be. Time was 
when “criminal hacks” were regarded as 

the dunces of the legal system: “anyone 
can do crime: it’s all fact and no law”. Not 
so today, when summing up the law in 
a short and apparently straightforward 
case can be a minefield and sentencing 
requires consideration of an almost 
infinite number of factors and statutory 
requirements. 

His Honour Judge Simon Tonking, DL (MO 1965-71) 
recently retired as Resident Judge at Stafford Crown Court. 
He shares his thoughts on a life in the law and on the justice 
system past and present. 

“it is the judiciary, and only the judiciary, 
which is truly independent”
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And where are we now? At the risk of 
congratulating my own fellows, the 
diligence, expertise, and sheer awareness 
of the judiciary, at all levels, is very high: 
the generalisation that “judges are out of 
touch” belongs, as much as it ever did, to 
a past generation. Standards of advocacy 
are also generally, though not universally, 
of a high order.
 
The criminal justice system has 
however been beleaguered by serious 
underfunding over recent years, which 
has led to a chronic shortage of people, 
and properly qualified people, to cope 
with the volume of work. As a result, 
cases have often been inadequately 
prepared and not ready for trial when 
listed. This causes a huge amount of 
wasted time, with a corresponding waste 
of money and obstruction to the proper 
progress of other cases. Although it is 
very tempting to blame this on those who 
work in the Crown Prosecution Service 
or the Police or the lawyers, it is wrong 
to do so when they are expected to do 
what is, through lack of resources, the 
impossible. These are the very people 
who, almost without exception, are doing 
their very best to keep a faltering system 
going. 

There has also been a tendency, perhaps 
because of this, to try to manage the 
criminal justice system with process, 
protocols and statistics; and here lies 
very real danger. First, because it takes 

responsibility for the criminal justice 
system away from the judiciary and puts 
it into the hands of the Administration 
which, unlike the judiciary, is not 
independent but an arm of the State.  
Secondly, because it obscures and erodes 
the things which are the most important, 
and not at all susceptible to statistical 
analysis, these being to do justice and 
to treat one’s fellow human beings, 
whoever they may be, with humanity. 
These are the things that really matter 
and they will only survive if the judiciary 
retains responsibility for, and control of, 
the criminal justice system; for it is the 
judiciary, and only the judiciary, which is 
truly independent.

As for the future, the appointment of Rt. 
Hon. Michael Gove MP as Secretary of 
State for Justice is, I believe, a good omen. 
It has already borne fruit in the swift and 
summary abandonment of the ill-advised 
Courts Charge and there have been 
promises of real capital investment in the 
prison estate, with a long term objective 
of better rehabilitation for offenders, 
and in the courts. Is it too much to hope 
that, within the next five years, projected 

savings of 50 per cent in the Ministry of 
Justice administrative budget will prevent 
the criminal justice system from being 
overwhelmed by bureaucracy? 

At King’s Simon was Head of House, 
Captain of Cross Country and CSM. As a 
judge, he had at times spoken trenchantly 
and the Leaders of six Circuits, all QCs, 
wrote to the Daily Telegraph (3.4.15) in 
strong support of him. He was rewarded 
on retirement last May by a warm and 
well informed letter from the Minister of 
Justice, Michael Gove. Now he is one of 
four co-authors working on the mammoth 
task of the new Crown Court Benchbook. 
It will not be found in Waterstones, being a 
Judicial College production for judges’ and 
advocates’ use only.
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It is difficult to overstate how much 
of my ministry calling I heard within 

my time at King’s. The candlelit silence 
of the Crypt; the cry of the Palestrina 
Advent responses in a darkened 
Carol Service; the notes of an organ 
drifting over the Palace to my room; 
the reverberations of Bell Harry 
accompanying the dash to lessons; 
the Taizé chanting in the Memorial 
Chapel each evening of King’s Week; the 
laughter within Congregation Practice; 
the whir of bird wings at the Serenade; 
the cooing of doves on Ascension 
Day in the Abbey ruins; the whispers 
behind carnation message compositions; 
the late-night conversations of deep 
friendships and the music of concerts, 
plays, House competitions and mix 
tapes – all of these sounds recall the 
pains and joys of sharing life within 
community, echoing the ceremonies and 

centuries of a faith Augustine braved. 
They shape the rhythm of my prayer life 
and speak into the mystery and fun of 
the God I am drawn to confess. 

Being an ordained mother of very young 
children minds me of the responsibility 

of being Guanyin (let the Walpudlian 
understand) in an institution that is yet 
to grow into the fullness of its genders 
in its leadership. Daunting though this 
is, exchanging a scholar’s surplice for 
a deacon’s and a purple gown for the 
equally visible dog collar felt oddly 
familiar, resounding with the old 
challenge of juggling a full rotulus with 
discipline and passion. Seeking peace, 

celebrating relationship and looking 
to serve others out of the plenty we 
have been given, in ever creative and 
generous diversity, are the commitments 
of a life-ministry the School first 
embodied for me.  

On my ordination stole is embroidered 
the Canterbury Cross, threading 
together my thankfulness for those five 
formative years.  

My vocation has continuity with my 
time at King’s in another way too: my 
Curacy is in the very church at which 
Anthony Phillips (Headmaster 1986-96) 
served as its first Curate!

A Fresh Vocation
Rachel Blanchflower (née Hill, WL 1993-98) was ordained deacon at Ely Cathedral in 
July. She is now a Curate at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Chesterton. She reflects 
on the influence of Canterbury and the challenges she faces in the Church today.

“There is holy ground, and the sanctity 
shall not depart from it” 
    (T.S. Eliot,  Murder in the Cathedral)

“On my ordination stole is embroidered 
the Canterbury Cross”
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An Exceptional Discovery
Sarah Kilroy (MO 1988-90) is Head of Conservation and Programming at the University 
of Birmingham’s Cadbury Research Library. Sarah’s recent work involved arranging 
the radiocarbon dating of an early Qur’an manuscript on parchment, which made 
international headlines in July 2015, as one of the earliest surviving Qur’ans in existence.

I’ve been fortunate to carve out a 
career in the field of the conservation 
of works of art on paper and related 
materials. Following postgraduate 
training at Camberwell College of Arts 
in the late 1990s and a stint in private 
practice, I moved to the Museum of 
London in 2000, working primarily on 
the 19th century ‘World City’ gallery 
and temporary exhibitions. Since 2004 
I’ve been heading the conservation 
department at the University of 
Birmingham where the special 
collections holdings extend to over 4 
million manuscript items and 200,000 
rare books. 

Among the diverse collections here, 
one of the most fascinating is the 
Mingana Collection of Middle Eastern 
manuscripts, acquired during the 
1920s with funding from the Quaker 
philanthropist Edward Cadbury. The 
collection is designated as being of 
outstanding international importance. 
It comprises 3,000 manuscripts and 
artefacts spanning 4,000 years, written in 
more than twenty ancient languages.

In 2013 interest from the Berlin-
Brandenburg and Paris Academies for 
a project called Coranica, investigating 
early material evidence of Qur’ans, 
prompted us to consider radiocarbon 
dating one particular Qur’an manuscript 
to establish if it dated from the 7th 
century. Written on parchment in an 
early form of Arabic script called Hijazi, 
it contains parts of surahs (chapters) 
18-20 of the Qur’an. As conservator, I 
have responsibility for the collection’s 
long term preservation, and this type 
of sampling is not done without much 
discussion and ethical debate. 

A tiny fragment of parchment from 
the manuscript, weighing less than 
0.6g, from a corner without text, was 
submitted to the University of Oxford’s 
Radiocarbon Accelerator Unit for 
testing. This is one of the world’s leading 
radiocarbon dating laboratories and 
previous high profile commissions 
include the Turin Shroud. Dr Fiona 
Brock, an expert in radiocarbon dating 

parchment, carried out the test. The 
results were highly surprising, placing 
the parchment in a date range of 568-645 
with 95.4% confidence; the result will be 
published in Oxford University’s journal 
Archaeometry. This puts the manuscript 
close to the time of the origins of Islam, 
and it is now recognized as one of the 
earliest surviving Qur’ans in the world. 

The University released the news in July 
2015 and the story reached 450 million 
people around the world through press and 

social media, including the lead story in the 
New York Times. It’s been an extraordinary 
discovery to have played a part in and 
continues to generate interest and research. 

The Birmingham Qur’an Manuscript is 
currently on public display until the 3 
August 2016 at Birmingham Museum and 
Art Gallery. Sarah recently spoke about 
the manuscript on the BBC’s Inside Out - 
West Midlands current affairs series on 8 
February 2016. For further information 
see www.birmingham.ac.uk/crl
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A New Door Opens
The new Michael and Vibeke Herbert 
Music School at Junior King’s has been 
built largely thanks to a major bequest 
from Michael Herbert CBE, the founding 
President of the Legacy Club, and his 
wife Vibeke. We are hugely grateful 
that this has made possible such a 
magnificent facility. Harry Christophers 
formally unveiled the commemorative 
plaque and we were assured that it was 
pure coincidence that the founder and 
conductor of The Sixteen was declaring 
the building open on 16 January 2016.

In his welcome speech, the Dean referred 
to our previous cramped conditions. 
These could hardly be over-stated and 
looking back I find it hard to believe that 
music could flourish at all. We taught in 
small, cold rooms off an attic corridor, 
there was no soundproofing and tiny 
beginner string players would have to 
compete with the strident sounds of 
brass and drums. I can only leave you to 
imagine how we managed to tackle aural 
training. 

Yet music did flourish. There was the 
constant hope, the plan for a new 

purpose-built department; hopes and 
plans that spanned nearly twenty years. 
There was always the talent of a growing 
number of students and the dedication 
of teaching staff. Music was spilling 
out from the music corridor onto the 
boarding house floor. We so desperately 
needed more space.

Then, with funds 
secured from the 
Herbert legacy 
and gifts from 
many generous 
donors, the 
vision became a 
reality; hopes were 
rewarded and plans 
became bricks and 
mortar. We moved 
into our new home 
in October 2015.

The Dean spoke of an explosion of 
music-making; he was right. Our new 
surroundings and location have enabled 
more children from the Pre-Prep to 
access individual music lessons. Our 
practice and teaching rooms are light 

and inviting and are all furnished with 
beautiful-sounding Blüthner pianos. 
There is always someone around and 
children are beginning to gravitate to the 
department to make music informally 
or to compose in their spare time. No 

longer do long-
suffering parents 
have to haul double 
basses and harps up 
flights of stairs. The 
material benefits 
of large class and 
ensemble rooms 
are numerous, 
but perhaps the 
jewel in the 
department’s 
crown is the 
Recital Room.

On the long awaited day 
of celebration, it was here that we were 
treated to a concert of choral and piano 
music, performed by representatives 
of our wide musical community. Tim 
Frost (Director of Music) established a 
JKS Sixteen made up of children from 
Year Three to Year Eight who along 

Sally-Ann Edlin (née Ardouin, SH 1975-77) who has taught at Junior King’s for nearly 20 years, describes the 
official opening of the Herbert Music School and what it means for music making at JKS. 
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with senior musicians performed 
Tim Finnis’s specially composed 
piece ‘A New Door Opens’; Kiya 
Khan performed ‘Kevatyo’ by Selim 
Palmgren, with the most tender 
expression on the new Blüthner grand 
piano; our parents’ choir, The Milner 
Singers, directed by Kerry Boyle, gave 
us a strong and refined performance 
of Benedictus and Cantate Dominum 
by Brian Lewis; and Madrigalia from 
Senior King’s, directed by Nicholas 
Todd, gave a beautiful performance of 
‘Praeter Rerum Seriem’.
After the concert, guests could 
wander around the music school 
where children could be heard and 
seen demonstrating a variety of 
instruments, including a guzheng 
which has been introduced to us by 
one of our Chinese students. There 
was even one cunning individual who 
managed to slip into the computer 
room to refine his composition using 
the Sibelius software. He was soon 
informed about the legendary OKS 
Finn twins!

The celebration culminated with the 
most delicious lunch in the bedecked 
dining room. Catering Manager Allan 
Cummins and his team are to be 
warmly congratulated, and if you need 
to plate over a hundred steaks cooked 
to perfection, Allan is your man.

The Herbert Music School is a 
statement of the value JKS attaches 
to music now. There will always be 
potential as long as there is vision and 
this beautiful building will be a place 
to be shared by the wider community.

Images credited to
Martin Mayer (SH 1959-63)

The paths we take in our adult life 
are so often heavily influenced by 
our formative years. I look back on 
my school days, both as a chorister at 
Canterbury Cathedral and as a student 
at King’s, and it is clear to me that my 
career would not have been possible 
without the amazing teaching and 
camaraderie both institutions gave 
me. Charismatic teachers become your 
mentors – none more so for me than 
Allan Wicks who was my choir master 
at the Cathedral and Edred Wright who 
was my Director of Music here at King’s. 
They are legends – both mavericks, 
kind and gentle people who inspired 
us as students, constantly coaxing and 
encouraging us to standards we would 
never have thought imaginable. 

We cannot get away from the fact that 
we were privileged and you students 
today are privileged. What we can do 
though is ensure that in our adult life 
we give back to those not so privileged 
something of what we learnt as 
students. The seeds are sown here at 
Junior King’s. Too many schools today 
are obsessed with league tables – the 
pressure on teachers and students 
is immense. Unlike in my days the 

dictum is, in too many schools, “what 
the student can do for the school” 
rather than “what the school can do 
for the student”. Here at Junior King’s 
you have had the foresight to design 
and build this magnificent new music 
school. Moreover, you have fantastic 
teachers whose dedication, expertise 
and vision will allow you to flourish. 
Headmaster, I am pleased to say that 
you are definitely leading the way in 
showing “what the school can do for 
the student”.

I know how excited students and 
teachers must be with this new 
building: the Herbert Music School is 
here for you. I have no doubt vocal and 
instrumental sounds will fill every room 
every day – music is for everyone – but 
please immerse yourselves in a wealth 
of different styles from Handel to Arvo 
Pärt, from heavy metal to hip hop, 
blues to reggae, jazz to R & B. We all 
have different tastes in music and there 
will always be something for everyone. 

I hereby take great pleasure in officially 
opening the Michael and Vibeke 
Herbert Music School. 

Dr Harry Christophers CBE (MR 1967-72) spoke at the 
opening of the Herbert Music School.
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80 Years of Walpole House

James Christie: When the invitation 
arrived for a lunch to celebrate the 80th 
anniversary of Walpole it was sobering to 
reflect that I had been part of the history 
of the house for just over half of those 
eighty years. I arrived in 1974 when Mr 
Pittman was Housemaster, Canon Newell 
was Headmaster and the upper floor 
dormitory was a spartan expanse with 
24 inmates on a bed/locker/chair setting. 
My sister, Isabel, was so impressed by 
Walpole that she joined King’s in the 

Sixth Form as one of the first girls, 
attached to Walpole but living with Mr 
and Mrs Flood whom she recently saw 
on a visit from the US where she now 
lives. 

By the time I received my invitation to 
the 60th anniversary I had a 3 year old 
daughter, Eleanor, and that lunch was the 
first time that she met Mrs Watson, later 
to be the Housemistress who welcomed 
her to Walpole in 2005. Eleanor left 
Walpole in 2010 as Head of House 

and by that time the 
Housemistress was Mrs 
Webber. 

Now we are both 
Old Walpudlians and 
enjoyed this opportunity 
to meet contemporaries, 
share memories and 
enjoy once again the 
unmatched views of 
the Cathedral and 
Archbishop’s Palace, 
reminding me of the 
regular spectacle of Dr 

Coggan doing the drying up when he 
was Archbishop of Canterbury. I would 
like to think that we will all be able to 
enjoy the centenary celebrations in 
2035 and that the carnations will still be 
blooming!

Janet Pickering: As requested, Ron 
and I parked in the field at St Augustine’s 
and the subsequent walk (through 
Tradescant, past Almonry House where 
we once lived en famille and into the 
Precincts) stirred many happy memories. 
As we were uncharacteristically (for me 
not for Ron!) early we went through 
the Mint Yard Gate into Palace Street 
to encounter, for the first time, the 
impressive improvements wrought by the 
King’s Mile development. By this time 
increasing numbers of OKS ties were 
sported by passers-by so we made our 
way to the back of Walpole House to be 
warmly greeted and badged and offered 
refreshments. 

Those assembled spanned more than 
60 years of Walpole’s history – the most 
senior, Frank Thomas, joining the House 

The Walpole 80th anniversary reunion (which also marked 25 years of the first girls’ house) 
was held on Sunday 11 October. Our two reports come from James Christie (WL 1974-78), 
also a Walpole brother and parent, and Janet Pickering (Common Room 1987-97), the 
first Walpole housemistress. 

One Housemaster, Four Housemistresses and Three Matrons
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in 1940 – with notably large groups 
from the 1950s, ‘70s and ‘80s. Animated 
conversations continued to fill the air 
as tours were conducted by current 
Walpudlians and guests perused on-line 
and hard-copy House reports and other 
memorabilia, displayed magnificently 
in the Housemistress’s Study and 
adjoining room. Categorising the 125 
guests could have followed along the 
lines of a certain Christmas carol – 1 
Housemaster, 2 Headmasters, 3 House 
Matrons, 4 Housemistresses … and from 
all who had lived and worked inside 
Walpole there was palpable affection and 
loyalty – and recognition of consistently 
improving facilities within the House not 
just outside its gates. 

We were eventually urged to move on 
to the School Dining Room where the 
seating plan enabled age cohorts to 
unite. Grace was sung beautifully by Izzi 
Helme, Sabrina Kitson, Lottie Johnson 
and Sophia Gripari, and Andy Snook and 
his team ensured that the magnificent 
meal was served professionally and 
glasses replenished regularly. Amanda 
Young, the current Housemistress, 
led the over-coffee 

speeches with almost breathless 
enthusiasm, mentioning past and present 
House achievements, acknowledging 
the role of Anthony Phillips in leading 
the School to full co-education and 
Walpole to its transition to the first 
all-through girls’ House, quoting from 
enigmatic House notes written 
by Nicky Venn (the first female 
Head of House but not the first 
Head of Walpole in her family 
as her father took on that role in 
1959) for the 1990 Cantuarian, 
and describing the present-day 
House as a place of hard work, 
participation, community, 
friendship and fun. Headmaster 
Peter Roberts continued that 
theme in his speech (and was 
swiftly and loudly corrected 
when he inadvertently 
misplaced five years of Walpole 
history) and Olivia Cha, current 
Head of House, then charmed 
all those present with her sincerity and 
articulacy. 

Tradition has it that the tree in the 
Walpole garden has been there since 

the time of Thomas Becket. 
After lunch Jean Watson 
(Housemistress 1994-2007) 
planted the mulberry tree she 
has donated to the School 
on the Walpole lawn. May it 
grow, spread, flower and fruit 
throughout the next 80 years 
of ‘the Pole’. This ceremony 
would have been a fitting 
conclusion to a splendid 

reunion, but for some Walpudlians 
reminiscences were to be continued in 
the Bell and Crown. 

What a joy it had been to share memories 
with so many, especially Nicky and her 
father, Bev and Katie (sixth formers 
during those all-important first years of 

full co-education). What an assembly of 
splendid ambassadors, young and old, 
for King’s. Amanda said in her speech 
that running a boarding house is ‘the best 
and most rewarding job in the world’. As 
we retraced our steps to St Augustine’s, I 
could only agree, especially at KSC and 
particularly Walpole House. I know that 
I speak on behalf of all guests when I 
thank Elaine, Amanda, Andy and their 
teams for such an enjoyable occasion.

Images credited to
Martin Mayer (SH 1959-63)
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King John at the Globe
Philip Hopkins (GL 1975-79) and Aruhan Galieva (MR 2005-10) found themselves 
working together at Shakespeare’s Globe on the summer 2015 production of King John. 
They describe their collaboration and the musical influence of King’s. 

Phil: My time at King’s was special 
for me because of the influence of the 
legendary Head of Music Edred Wright 
and of Bernard Shaw, the charismatic 
percussion teacher he appointed. I 
remember how warm and friendly 
Edred was when I auditioned for my 
percussion scholarship – in fact I still 
regret not playing the correct dynamics 
on the repeat of the sight-reading 
test, which Edred gently pointed out 
to me afterwards! Memories of the 
wonderful King’s Week concerts, playing 
Brahms and Beethoven in the Shirley 
Hall, are still strong. Alex Winterson’s 
performance of the Schumann Piano 
Concerto and Clarence Myerscough’s 
The Lark Ascending with the Chamber 
Orchestra were defining moments which 
still live with me. The weekly routine of 
a Music Scholar at King’s in the ’70s was 
uncannily similar to my working routine 
as a professional musician now, three 
and a half decades on – a varied diet 
of theatre shows, rehearsals, concerts, 
recordings. I know many of the other 
OKS who pursued careers as musicians 
would say the same. 

My own journey in the world of music 
has eventually led to an increasing 
specialization in theatre music which 
led to working on the Shakespeare’s 
Globe production of King John in 
2015 – in which I met the wonderful 
singer and actress Aruhan Galieva. 
The Globe uses live music – and lots of 
it – in every performance, and James 
Dacre’s production of King John was no 
exception. The challenges were many 
and varied, mainly involving bringing a 
show with ambitious singing, music and 
movement into various venues including 
Temple Church, the Holy Sepulchre in 
Northampton, Salisbury Cathedral and 
finally the Globe. I immediately noticed 
what a brilliant singer Aruhan was and 
we clicked musically from the first time 
we rehearsed together. Then it was just a 
question of time as we got to know each 
other and probed each other’s musical 
experiences and background before we 
discovered the amazing coincidence of 
the King’s link, and how our musical 
education there has shaped our lives. 

In a 32 year career as a professional musician Phil has worked extensively in 
TV, film and theatre. He has worked regularly for Shakespeare’s Globe since 
its inauguration in 1996 and has been musical director for eighteen of the 
Globe’s productions including King John and The Heresy of Love in the 2015 
season.

Aruhan is embarking on her career. She has already sung and recorded with 
Karl Jenkins, appeared in the film Anna Karenina, and been awarded a 
place on the National Youth Theatre REP course. She recently appeared in 
‘BAKKHAI’ at the Almeida Theatre starring Ben Whishaw. 

Aruhan: Phil and I were asking each 
other in rehearsals about our musical 
backgrounds when we discovered 
we both had been Music Scholars at 
King’s! Phil was Music Director on the 
show, and played organ and an array 
of percussive instruments, and I was 
playing Blanche of Castile. We worked 
very closely together throughout, as 
there was a lot of music throughout 
the show. (The character Blanche 
sings a lot of solo soprano, as well as 
another character I played in the second 
half, Pomfret the Prophet.) Working 
together with 
such complicated 
music was a real 
joy.  

King’s School 
left me with 
many amazing 
experiences and 
memories, in 
particular King’s 
Swingers, Crypt 
Choir and the 
production of 
Les Misérables 
we did at 
the Marlowe 
Theatre. At 
the time, Will 
Bersey was 

running King’s Swingers, and although 
I’m sure I drove him absolutely crazy he 
instilled in me a love of music that has 
remained strong ever since. 

Without his support and patience as 
a teacher I definitely would have been 
out of my depth during the rehearsal 
process of King John. It was amazing 
to work with Phil, and our shared 
experience definitely made playing 
together much more special. 
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OKS Website
In December we launched a new, updated OKS 
website: still at www.oks.org.uk. The aim was 
to create a design which is clean, simple and 
engaging, and an environment which stimulates 
further interest in OKS news and involvement in 
OKS activities. 

Whilst much of the website is available to all, there 
are some pages only accessible to members of 
the OKS Association. If you have any difficulties 
logging in, please contact Kirsty Mason.

Featured News and Events items are now 
visible on the Home Page, and additional items 
are available on their respective pages. OKS 
publications such as Offcuts, For the Record 
and the Overseas Newsletter can be found on 
the Publications page. There is also a link to 
the Cantuarian website, which includes The 
Cantuarian Archive with all issues from 1882 
onwards available on-line. 

The Careers section enables OKS to get involved 
with the next generation by volunteering to join 
in with the OKS Careers Day and/or signing up 
to offer Careers Advice. You can find out about 
forthcoming and previous Networking Events, 
and there is a new page, OKS Business Directory, 
which enables OKS to advertise their businesses 
to each other. If you would like to do this, please 
contact Kirsty for further information.

Each Sport has its own page so whether you’re 
interested in challenging the School in cricket, 
hockey, lacrosse, tennis, fencing or football, or 
challenging other alumni from other schools in 
the Halford Hewitt golf tournament or the Arrow 
Trophy sailing regatta, you can find all the relevant 
information here.

Under Your Reps you can see contact details for 
the OKS officers and administrators. There are 
currently OKS representatives at eight British 
universities and lists of OKS students there. There 
are also 21 overseas representatives, covering 
many countries and regions in six continents, and 
regional representatives for Wales, Cornwall and 
Edinburgh. Wherever you are you will be able to 
find a friendly OKS face. 

The OKS Connect pages are the members’ pages 
of the OKS website. Update your contact details 
in your ‘Profile’ and your business details in My 
Careers; reconnect with old friends via My Friends; 
and take a look at the photographs from OKS 
events via Galleries. 

To reconnect with your fellow OKS via My Friends 
simply enter their name in the search box and 
when you click on the correct person a request 
to connect with them will be sent. Once this has 
been accepted you will be able to ‘blind email’ 
each other.

You can also access the Archives website (www.
kings-archives.co.uk) via Useful Links. It has 
much that may be of interest. The section on the 
School’s history ranges from ‘Some Famous OKS’ 
to the coat of arms and the School Grace. There 
are sections on the First World War, literature, 
sport and the arts as well as a tour of the School 
buildings – all illustrated from the School’s 
collections. 

The OKS website is there to help OKS re-connect 
and stay in touch. Do take a look at it.

If you have any questions about the site, contact 
Kirsty Mason: oks@kings-school.co.uk
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OKS Careers Day
The OKS Careers Day has 

been an annual fixture in 
the OKS Calendar for a 
number of years, providing 
the opportunity for OKS to 

come back to King’s and offer careers and 
indeed life advice to pupils in 6b. Each 
year we review the event so that year-
upon-year Careers Day improves – we’ve 
come a long way in the last few years and 
it is an event eagerly anticipated by both 
pupils and their parents.  

The 2016 OKS Careers Day, contrary 
to the OKS Calendar, will take place on 
Friday 24 June. Yet again it has been 
‘tweaked’ and will begin in the afternoon, 
extending into the evening. This will 
allow OKS coming along better flexibility 
with their working day. For two hours 
in the afternoon we will hold group 
sessions, comprising four groups divided 
into ‘City’, ‘S.T.E.M.’, ‘Creatives’ and 
‘Vocational’.

In the ‘City’ group will be OKS 
representing the financial services, 
the law and real estate. The ‘S.T.E.M.’ 
group will comprise OKS working in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics. In the ‘Creatives’ group, 
there will be OKS representing jobs in 
theatre, music, art and design. In the 
‘Vocational’ group there will be OKS who 
work in recruitment, the civil service and 
the military. 

After a quick early supper, we will 
reconvene at Birley’s Pavilion for an OKS 
Careers Fair where more OKS from a 
wider variety of careers will be able to 
offer advice to the 6b pupils. 

The day is great fun and many OKS 
return annually if they are able. Any OKS 
who feel they would like to get involved 
in the OKS Careers Day for either/both 
the afternoon group sessions and the 
Careers Fair, please contact OKS Careers 
Rep Matthew Townshend (LN 1974-79) 
at careers@oksmail.org. 

OKS Careers Talks
A more recent initiative of the OKS 
Association is the introduction of 
evening career talks, where OKS have 
returned to King’s to give a presentation 
about their career or a related topic. 
So far we have had talks by Julien 
Foster (GR 1984-89) on his reasons 
for becoming a barrister and how he 
did it; Dinesh Dhamija (GR 1968-
69) recounted the creation and sale 
of ebookings.com; Miranda Merron 
(MO 1985-87) on life as a professional 
yachtswoman; Tom Mackenzie (MR 
1990-95) spoke about his career 
in Formula 1 Engineering; Marius 
Carboni (SH 1975-80) talked guests 
through writing a great C.V. and 
covering letter; and most recently Major 
Charles Foinette (MR 1991-96) spoke 
about how his degree in Archaeology 
and career in the Coldstream Guards 
led to his involvement with Waterloo 
Uncovered – a project which aids the 
recovery from injury of wounded 
veterans from recent campaigns and 
helps their rehabilitation into life after 
the army by working on excavations of 
the Waterloo battlefields.

The next talk, on Tuesday 6 December 
2016, will be by Mary King (née de 
Sausmarez, MT 1982-84) who is Senior 
Vice President Sales with British 
Telecom. Mary has over 16 years of 
executive experience, leading large 
sales and marketing organisations in 
the B2B and Public Sector markets in 
the UK and Europe. She has experience 
in Technology, Telecoms, I.T. services, 
Cloud Computing, Software and wider 
Management Services.

Whereas the OKS Careers Day is 
primarily for pupils in 6b (lower sixth 
form), these evening talks are open to 
all pupils, parents and staff; helping 
younger pupils with their subject 
choices for their GCSEs and A-Levels 
as well as 6th form pupils with their 
university subject choices. OKS are, of 
course, invited to attend too. 

If any OKS would like to give an 
evening careers talk or attend the Mary 
de Sausmarez event, please contact the 
OKS Coordinator, Kirsty Mason via 
oks@kings-school.co.uk. 
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Louisa Dearlove

Lucinda Knight

Henry Downing

Maude Leigh-Pemberton

Isobel Parrish

Saskia Barnard

Ben Warnick

Lucy Dean

University Reps: 
Who’s Who

The OKS university network is growing 
fast and we’ve seen some great changes 
over the past year. It has worked well, 
with all the reps hosting their annual 
drinks to bring OKS together. Everyone 
always has such a lovely time and we’ve 
had many successful drinks over the past 
year. We had fun drinks in Edinburgh 
just before Christmas and it was great 
to see everyone. We have had a fantastic 
group of university reps and now many of 
them have graduated we have had many 
volunteers willing to carry on their jobs.

Henry Downing is still our representative 
in Oxford and looks after everyone at 
Oxford Brookes. Ben Warnick remains 
our representative in London and I will 
remain the Edinburgh representative 
until I graduate at the end of the year. We 
have had four new representatives this 
year carrying on from the graduating 
OKS. Saskia Barnard has taken over at 
Cambridge and is in her final year. There 
is a real OKS community at Cambridge so 
the drinks are always a huge success. Lucy 
Dean, who has just gone into her second 
year, has taken over at Bristol. Bristol 
continues to be a popular choice with 
King’s students. Maude Leigh-Pemberton 
has volunteered in Durham where many 
OKS are in their first year and they join 
with Newcastle for reunion drinks. Lucy 
Knight has taken over at Exeter and as 
it is a small university OKS there have 
remained close.  

I would love to encourage all OKS at 
university to attend their respective 
drinks parties as it’s a lovely way to keep 
up with everyone. It’s especially great 
for those in their first year and the older 
years can give you a helping hand when 
university seems a bit daunting. I’ve 

found these occasions have 
been valuable not only for 
keeping in touch with your 
friends but making better 
friends with people whom 
you weren’t necessarily 
that close to at school.

My university friends 
have always told me  
that when they come 
across OKS all over  
the world they are  
impressed with how 
close we all remain 
beyond school. I 
feel that King’s is a 
place where people 
make friends for life 
and the university 
network has 
helped strengthen 
this over the 
years.

We are still 
looking for 
volunteers in 
St Andrews, 
Newcastle and 
Manchester 
so please do 
contact me 
if you are 
interested at
unirep@
oksmail.
org

Louise Dearlove (HH 2007-12), the OKS 
university representative from Edinburgh, 
surveys the campuses. 
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Unknown OKS No. 16:

Jane Austen came to Canterbury on 
a number of occasions when staying 
with her brother at Godmersham Park. 
She knew many of the local families, 
including some in the Cathedral 
Precincts, and there are several 
references to them in her letters. Not 
surprisingly some of those she knew had 
King’s School connections. The Knight, 
Rice and especially the Lefroy families 
are the most significant. 

Thomas Brodnax may well have 
been at the King’s School in the early 
eighteenth century. He was a regular 
attender at the meetings of the Feast 
Society (‘The Society of Gentlemen 
educated at Canterbury School’), 
though some members were not OKS. 
He is famous for changing his name 
twice – to May in 1727 and to Knight 
in 1738 – in both cases for reasons 
relating to inheritances. His son 
Thomas Knight married Catherine, 
daughter of Wadham Knatchbull, who 
was almost definitely at King’s around 
1717. It was this younger Thomas, MP 
for Kent and also a member 
of the Feast Society, who 
left Godmersham to his 
relative Edward Austen, 
brother of Jane, in 
1794.

George Lefroy, the 
son of a Leghorn 
banker Anthony 
Lefroy, was at 
King’s from 1755 
to 1762. He became 
Rector of Ashe in 
Hampshire, two miles 
from the Austen home in 
Steventon. He married Anne, 
daughter of Edward Bridges (probably 
at King’s in the 1720s) and sister of 
Edward Tymewell (KSC 1758-66), 
Samuel Egerton (KSC 1775-80) and 
John William Brydges (KSC 1775-82). 
(The spelling of the family name shifted 
during the century.) It was Mrs Lefroy – 
known locally as Madam Lefroy – who 
became the friend and mentor of Jane 
Austen. In 1808 Jane wrote a poem 
‘To the Memory of Mrs Lefroy’ on the 
fourth anniversary of her death: she had 

died from a fall from her horse on Jane’s 
29th birthday. The Letters of Mrs Lefroy 
were published by the Jane Austen 
Society in 2007. 

Jane knew Egerton Brydges 
and read some of his 
works. She wrote about 
his novel Arthur Fitz-
Albini (1798) to her 
sister Cassandra: 
“Never did any 
book carry more 
internal evidence 
of its author. 
Every sentiment is 
completely Egerton’s. 
There is very little story, 
and what there is told in 
a strange unconnected way.” 
He, in turn, mentions her in 
his Autobiography: “When I knew Jane 
Austen I never suspected that she was 
an authoress; but my eyes told me that 
she was fair and handsome, slight and 
elegant, but with cheeks a little too full.”

Jemima Lucy, the eldest 
daughter of George and 

Anne Lefroy, married 
Henry Rice (KSC 1784-

85) whose brother 
John Adamson Rice 
was also at the 
School at the same 
time. Their brother 
Edward Royd 
Rice (not an OKS) 

married Elizabeth 
Austen, Jane’s niece. 

They were the sons 
of Henry Rice, an East 

India Captain, and Sarah, 
a formidable Dover heiress 

who later ran the family bank. John 
died young in India, but Henry became 
a spendthrift clergyman and died, 
perhaps appropriately, at Bath, in 1860. 
Jane recorded the progress of Henry 
and Jemima’s courtship in her letters 
and Edward’s descendants own the 
controversial ‘Rice portrait’, which they 
claim represents Jane Austen. 

Finally, two young men who attracted 
the young Jane’s attention were the sons 

of OKS. Edward Taylor – “on whom I 
once fondly doated” – was the son of 
the Revd Edward Taylor (KSC c1742-
49), Vicar of Patrixbourne. When it 

was rumoured that Edward 
was getting married, 

Jane observed: “Those 
beautiful dark Eyes will 

then adorn another 
Generation at least 
in all their purity”. 
Anthony Lefroy 
(KSC 1752-58), 
George’s brother, 
joined the army. 
It was his son Tom 

Lefroy who met Jane 
Austen in 1796. A 

flirtatious relationship 
may have developed between 

them. In the first surviving letter 
to her sister Cassandra, Jane wrote: “I 
am almost afraid to tell you how my 
Irish friend [i.e. Tom] and I behaved. 
Imagine to yourself everything most 
profligate and shocking in the way of 
dancing and sitting down together… He 
is a very gentlemanlike, good-looking, 
pleasant young man, I assure you. But 
as to our having ever met, except at the 
last three balls, I cannot say much; for 
he is so excessively laughed at about me 
at Ashe, that he is ashamed of coming to 
Steventon, and ran away when we called 
on Mrs Lefroy a few days ago.” On such 
slender evidence the 2007 film Becoming 
Jane was constructed. 

Miniatures of George and Anne Lefroy 
by Richard Crosse, reproduced with 
acknowledgement to the Jane Austen 
Society.

George Lefroy (1745-1806) and
the Jane Austen Connection
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OKS SPORTS REPORTS
Tracy Bryant (LN 1976-78) and Patrick Mitchell (LN 2004-09), OKS Men’s and Ladies' 
Sports Reps, provide an update on sporting activities. 

2015 saw the gauntlet thrown in the 
lacrosse forum with matches being 
played against the School in March and 
September. Sporting new OKS team 
shirts, the OKS ladies gave a strong 
performance in the March match, 
achieving a good win of 9-7. However, 
the King’s girls, clearly taking the matter 
to heart, upped their game for the 
September match, soundly beating the 
OKS ladies 9-5! It seems a rivalry has 
been born and we look forward to the 
next match in September 2016 to see 
what happens. If you would like to play 
in the next OKS v KSC lacrosse match, 
please contact OKS lacrosse captain, 
Hattie Wilson on lax@oksmail.org. 

Unfortunately we were unable to field an 
OKS ladies hockey side in September as 
half of the team were being bridesmaids 
at the same wedding. That said, we hope 
to field a strong team to take on the 
King’s hockey girls in September 2016. 

Both the lacrosse match and the ladies 
hockey match will take place on 11th 
September. If you would like to play in 
either match, please put this date in your 
diary.

It is also hoped that we can field a ladies 
tennis team alongside the men’s team 
which will play against the School during 
King’s Week. This is usually a doubles 
match and any tennis ladies keen to play 

on Sunday 3 July should contact OKS 
tennis captain, Robert Day. 

In the mixed sports OKS ladies are 
encouraged to join in with OKS sailing, 
rowing, golf, swimming and fencing. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact OKS 
Ladies Sports Rep, Tracy Bryant, if you 
would like to get involved in any OKS 
sports teams.
sportswomen@oksmail.org

2016 OKS Sports Fixtures
17 March Pilgrims Boat Club AGM

7 April OKS Sailing Club AGM

30 June - 3 July OKS Sailing, Round the Island Race 

29 June - 3 July Henley Royal Regatta

2 July Pilgrims Boat Club & KSC Boat Club Henley Picnic Lunch

OKS v KSC Cricket 2nd XI

OKS v KSC Fencing Match

3 July OKS v Hurstpierpoint Cricketer Cup Trophy Match

OKS v KSC Tennis

KSC/OKS/Staff Swimming Gala

10 September Pilgrims Boat Club & KSC Boat Club ‘Fun Day’ & Dinner

11 September OKS v KSC Hockey & Lacrosse Matches

17 September OKS v KSC Dinghy Racing

30 September - 2 October OKS Sailing, Arrow Trophy 

OKS Ladies’ Sport
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Sport

The Canterbury Pilgrims Boat Club and the King’s School 
Canterbury Boat Club gathered together for their annual 
dinner in September at St Augustine’s Undercroft.  Recent 
leavers from the 1st VIII returned proudly wearing their 
blazers having competed in their notorious Henley race 
in which Galvin Brady’s (MR 2010-15) oar suffered a 
meltdown! 

BOAT CLUB 
DINNER 2015

This last period has certainly been a 
productive one for Men’s OKS Sport, 
the most notable achievement being 
that of OKS Golf, who managed to win 
five consecutive games before losing in 
the final to Eton College in the Halford 
Hewitt competition early last year. This 
year, OKS start with a match against 
Wellington on 7 April. We wish them the 
best of luck.

On 6 September 2015, OKS Hockey put 
two sides out against the school which 
were both tight fought battles, winning 
one 3-2 and losing one 2-3. The weather 
was very kind to us and everyone stayed 
around afterwards to enjoy some food 
and drink on the balcony at Birley’s. 
Football has seen the captain change 
this year with Rupert Colchester passing 
the reins over to Daniel Gilmore (SH 
2005-09). The team continue to compete 
in two cup competitions whilst also 
participating in a weekly 5-a-side league. 
Daniel mentioned that his key aim is to 
regroup and try to get players in the 20-
25 age bracket involved, so please get in 

contact if interested at 
dan.scribe1@googlemail.com. We take 
this opportunity to thank Rupert for all 
he has done for OKS Football over the 
past years.

After leading the OKS Tennis to a 
resounding 6-2 win against 
the School in July last year, 
Robert Day (CY 2004-09) 
has been appointed captain 
of OKS Tennis aiming to 
take the sport forward. 
Robert is currently 
exploring various ideas for 
fixtures, and is recruiting 
for the 2016 game vs the 
School on the 3 July, so 
please do get in contact at 
robinday@hotmail.
co.uk. Elsewhere, Aakash 
Dega (CY 2005-10) led 
his squash team to a 
deserved 3-2 win over the 
Old Salopians in a close 
encounter. 

We continue to try to raise the profile of 
OKS Men’s Sport and especially target 
those years that have just left the School. 
Please find all sporting fixture dates 
online at www.oks.org.uk or contact me 
at patrick.mitchell@marketform.com for 
any details. 

OKS Men’s Sport

OKS Football
The OKS 1st and 2nd XIs played against the School on 7 February. 
The result was balanced with the OKS 1st XI winning 3-2 but the 
2nd XI losing 2 -3.

1st XI

2nd XI


