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In this issue
“History is now and England”, TS Eliot famously wrote, “a 
pattern of timeless moments”. But whither now the UK? It 
seems that Richard Ashworth (within) is destined to be our 
only ever MEP.

Between Offcuts (designed to be more features-based) and For 
the Record (more archival) we hope in these 40 pages to convey 
something of the social and intellectual cultures that grow 
out of King’s, and something of their marvellousness (but not 
marvellous all the time, of course).

The remarkable Maths and Science teachers whose influence on 
the young Yealand Kalfayan helped take him through 150,000 
consultations as a GP; the distinguished and varied Shakespeare 
productions that Liz Pidoux evokes, nowadays mostly corralled 
within the marvel that is King’s Week; the shadowy 19th century 
oarsmen who began the Boat Club Michael Dover celebrates in 
his masterly 1st Volume, 1862-1972, and whose ghosts may (or 
may not) have been hovering over the Stour as Gold and Silver 
were won at Rio: all these justifiably give pride.

And what more English than to be located at the heart of the 
Anglican Communion, beside its great Mother Church and 
alongside St Augustine’s, a site pre-eminent in Anglo-Saxon 
times and now in its Butterfield incarnation the School’s 
property?

As Broughton and Tradescant celebrate their 40th anniversary 
this coming year, it is time to honour those whose service and 
generosity are well known and also those who advised quietly 
but wisely. In For The Record, Jackie Turner’s account of Michael 
Herbert’s life and works very properly describes things that we 
had too much taken as read in the last issue of Offcuts; but Eric 
Vallis’s name (see For The Record, “In Honoured Memory”) will 
be known to far fewer OKS or Staff.

“It is, perhaps, not well known that for a significant part of the 
last century King’s finances were in a pretty parlous state,” Nick 
Lewis writes in his superb tribute. Eric was a leading member of 
“that dedicated group of Governors who took the often radical 
decisions which helped to transform the fortunes and secure the 
future for the King’s School.” 

Stephen Woodley

1 December 2016
OKS Christmas Drinks
The Vintry, London

4 December 2016
The King’s School 
Christmas Concert
The Shirley Hall, KSC

10 January 2017
OKS Committee Meeting 
& AGM
The Cavalry & Guards Club, 
Piccadilly

5 February 2017
OKS v KSC Football 
Birley’s Playing Field

The pleasure of the fleeting year news p3
Charlotte Pragnell reports

What visions have I seen news p3
From the Headmaster

On the Rialto  news p4
A Miscellany of News from King’s

What disease hast thou?  features p6
Dr Yealand Kalfayan looks back on life as a GP

Hey, ho, the wind and the rain features p8
Liz Pidoux describes a tradition of Shakespearean production

A tide in the affairs of men features p11
Richard Ashworth MEP reflects on his career

The chimes at midnight events p12
London May Reunion 2016

The sounds of music events p13
Julia Williams enjoys the OKS Jazz

All in honour events p14
The King’s Week Lunch honours Common Room leavers

Midsummer Madness events p16
King’s Society Samba Party

Then a soldier… then the justice careers p16
Major Charlie Foinette and Careers Talks

When we shall meet again careers p17
Careers Day, Careers Talks and University Reps

Look here, upon this picture archives p18
Our ‘Unknown OKS’ is John Kettelwell, 
illustrator and broadcaster

The play’s the thing sport p19
OKS Swimming, Sailing and Hockey

When gold and silver becks me sport p20
Rory Reilly enjoys watching his former charges excel at Rio

Dates for the diary
Offcuts and For The Record are edited by Stephen Woodley (Common 
Room 1969-98), assisted by an Editorial Committee of Felicity Lyons, 
Chair (SH 1975-77), Peter Henderson (Common Room 1969-), 
and Kirsty Mason with further support from Paul Pollak (Common 
Room 1950-88).   
 
All information for publication should be sent to Elaine Lynch (etl@
kings-school.co.uk). Tel:01227 595672. Unless otherwise credited, 
photographs  are by Matt McArdle, Kirsty Mason or School Archives. 
This publication has been produced by Lee Rigley at the King’s 
School Press.
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From the OKS President
This summer was a notable one in the 
154-year long history of the King’s 
Boat Club, as two OKS were rowing in 
the GB Olympic VIIIs, both achieving 
medals. I’m sure every OKS wishes to 
congratulate Fran and Tom on their 
fantastic achievements. Fran inspired 
current pupils and OKS at this year’s 
Boat Club Dinner with her story, proving 
that cold, damp winter afternoons on 
Westbere Lakes can lead to Olympic 
glory in the Rio sunshine.

The various OKS sports clubs offer the 
opportunity to continue to participate 
in convivial sporting fixtures, albeit at 
sub-Olympic level. All generations and 
abilities are welcome: the OKS Boat for 
the Cowes ‘Round the Island Race’ had 
crew members from their 20s through to 
the Commodore Claude Fielding (MO 
1940-41), aged 90.

The highlight of the OKS music 
calendar was the Jazz evening held at 
the prestigious 606 Club in Chelsea, 
where seasoned performers and those at 
the start of their careers met to create a 
fabulous evening of jazz.

The year’s May Reunion was for the 
1980s’ cohort. In the next few years the 
Association is also hoping to facilitate 
informal gatherings of individual 
year groups. To do this we need a few 
OKS to step forward to be Year Group 
Representatives, to assist the OKS Office 
team in organising the appropriate type 
of reunion.

In the meantime, a Financial Services 
networking evening is on 21 March 2017, 
and the 2017 May Reunion will be for 
‘Shirley’s Boys’ in Canterbury on 6 May.

The OKS Association carries out a wide 
range of activities (sporting, musical, 
career networking, reunions, etc.) and 
the Association’s Committee would 
be delighted for more OKS to join the 
Committee to help steer the direction of 
the activities over the next few years. 

Please contact me on 020 7730 2732 
or Sue Tingle in the OKS Office on 
01227 595567 if you would like further 
information. 

Charlotte Pragnell

From the Headmaster
The beginning of the (2016-17) academic 
cycle was blessed by an unparalleled 
Indian summer which enhanced the 
incomparable setting of the School and 
reawakened memories of the pleasures of 
being out and about during King’s Week: 
it was as if the parties in the Lattergate 
garden had never ended! King’s is in 
great heart – our popularity has perhaps 
never been higher – the numbers here in 
Canterbury are now over 850 and 360 at 
Junior King’s. 
 
Saturday, 8th October, was a historic 
day for the School as Lady Kingsdown – 
Governor Emerita and grandparent of a 
number of OKS – graciously opened the 
sixteenth house, Lady Kingsdown House. 
This wonderful project, refurbishing the 
Butterfield building which was part of 
the former Diocesan Primary School 
in Broad Street, but adding a new wing, 
whilst connecting the courtyard gardens 
around the house back to Jervis, means 
that we now have seven girls houses and 
the project of moving to full co-education 
started during Anthony Phillips’ time 
is complete. Under the leadership of 
housemistress Charlotte Hayes and with 

a full complement 
of girls across the 
five year groups, 
the Kingsdown 
girls are preparing 
for the House 
Song competition 
with glee and 
confidence.

We are also 
pushing forward 
with our other 
Development 
projects, ones 
which will link 
improvements 
to teaching and 
catering in the 
historic heartland of the Precincts to 
exciting new plans for the Malthouse 
site; in January the construction of the 
new Mitchinson’s House will commence 
in St Radigund’s. The momentum and 
the confidence of all we are achieving 
coincides with the arrival of Kate 
Chernyshov, née Kelly (School House 
1984-86) as our new Development 
Director, leading the wonderful team 

in 1 Mint Yard, a building that has been 
also refurbished as part of the highly 
impressive and wider summer works 
programme directed by my excellent 
Bursar, Mark Taylor, and Laz Dudas, the 
Estates Bursar. There could not be a more 
exciting time for you to come and revisit 
your alma mater!

Peter Roberts



Edd and Peter Flower
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News from King's
From the 
Common Room
Tim Jennings (30 years), Nick Phillis (29 years) and 
Tim Armstrong (23 years) – see pages 14-15 – are the 
longest-serving leavers. Nick is moving to the world of 
consultancy and management (Longbow NXG) but will 
still be involved in the School’s Personal Development 
programme. In addition to Nick, OKS leavers from 
the Common Room are Kitty Synge, going to Fettes in 
Edinburgh, Henry Phillips, joining KCS Wimbledon, and 
Chloe Mitchell, going to China to work in an education 
consultancy start-up and do some freelance journalism. 
Other leavers include Paul Barton Hodges, who is going 
independent in the audio-visual world (Barton Hodges 
Media Productions), Jonny Bass, who is moving to 
Cheltenham, and Danny Rowlands, who becomes a 
housemaster at Merchiston Castle School, Edinburgh. 
There are 14 new members of staff in September. 
Benjamin Pennells is Head of Modern Languages, 
replacing Tim Armstrong. There are five new house 
deputies: Ben Katz (MO), Alex Latter (Mitchinson’s), 
Richard Singfield (Tradescant), Ana Pedraza (Walpole) 
and Edd Flower (LN 1998-2003), who becomes deputy in 
The Grange, the house of his father Peter (GR 1959-64). 

Cath Shearer, Housemistress of Broughton, ran the 
London Marathon, with each tutor group also completing 
a collective marathon in support. Together the seven 
runs raised £2851 in aid of the Demelza Hospice Care for 
Children. Edd Flower and fellow MO tutor Ben Katz took 
part in the London-Brighton bike ride alongside a cohort 
of 6Bs assembled by housemaster Richard Ninham. The 
ride took five hours and raised over £3000 for the British 
Heart Foundation.  

Maths teacher Mike Cox (TR 1998-2000) was in the news 
for his action at the Herne Bay Air Show in August. When 
a Turbulent display aircraft crash-landed in the sea, Mike 
was the first to run into the water and help right the plane 
and rescue the pilot. ‘He Deserves a Medal’ was the front 
page headline in the Kentish Gazette. 

Marlowe Society 
Centenary
The Marlowe Society 
was founded in February 
1916 by Headmaster 
Charles McDowall as a 
Literary and Dramatic 
Society. “To several of 
the most notable OKS 
there is some form 
of memorial in the 
School, but to the most 
famous, Christopher 
Marlowe, who was the 
greatest predecessor of 
Shakespeare, there has 
been up to the present 
time no memorial.” One 
of the first talks was 
by Captain of School 
Richard Routh on 
Marlowe himself. One 
hundred years on Andy 
Kesson (GL 1994-99), 
now a senior lecturer in English and Creative Writing at the 
University of Roehampton, gave an exhilarating exposition on 
Marlowe and Elizabethan drama in the Beerling Hall, where the 
current members enjoyed a lavish birthday party. 

Crypt Choir in Reims
At the end of the Lent Term the Crypt Choir and the 
Chamber Orchestra performed Bach’s St John Passion in 
the Crypt of Canterbury Cathedral. A few days later it 
was repeated under the aegis of the Canterbury-Reims 

Twinning Committee at the Église 
St-Jacques, Reims. Nick 

Todd was the Evangelist 
and other soloists were 

young OKS Eliza 
Cocksworth, Lewis 
Cullen, Tom Kelly, 
Ben McKee and 
John Gabriel, as 
well as current 
pupils Louise 
Gerth and Karen 
Ma. The conductor 

was Director of 
Music Will Bersey. 

A DVD documentary 
on the performances can 

be obtained from the Music 
Department. 
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The 65th King’s Week included over 
100 different events. One of the 
main attractions was OKS Michael 
Morpurgo (pictured), alongside 
Alison Reid, Daniel Pioro and the 
Storyteller’s Ensemble, in a spellbinding 
presentation of his story The Mozart 
Question. The centenary of the Battle 
of the Somme was commemorated by 
a lecture from Head of History David 
Perkins and by George Butterworth’s 
Six Songs from A Shropshire Lad 
interspersed with the five spirituals 
from Tippett’s A Child of our Time in 
the Serenade. As well as the usual range 
of music, drama, sport, food and drink, 
there were bicycles around the Green 
Court, horses on Birley’s, bishops and 
knights in the Memorial Court, and art 
all over the place. The central theme 
of the Week was ‘Shakespeare 400’, 
reviewed later in Offcuts.

1 Mint Yard
Kate Chernyshov (née Kelly, SH 1984-86) joins the School 
as Director of Development – in succession to Paul 
Sheldon. Kate read Russian and Politics at the University 
of Bristol and worked for BP in the UK and Moscow for 
eleven years. She comes from Lord Wandsworth College 
in Hampshire, where she was Development Director, 
and she has been a Trustee at the Institute of Development 
Professionals in Education. She is looking forward to meeting 
supporters from across the King’s community. 

Young Enterprise 
in Vienna
Folie, a 6b Young Enterprise company, was chosen to 
represent the UK in Vienna at the European Trade Fair in 
March. Young Enterprise enables pupils to form their own 
company and to learn about the practicalities of running 
a business from starting up to marketing. The Managing 
Director Simi Ayinde (JR), Alice Zhelezko (HH) and 
Antoinette Bizouard de Montille (WL) were accompanied 
by Lynda Horn, who has been running Young Enterprise 
at King’s for 20 years. Their product – a shopping bag 
with a panel enabling the user to write out their shopping 
list on the bag – was a great success, both in sales and in 
compliments from the judges. 

King’s Week
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Three 
Extraordinary 
Teachers

n 1974 I walked out of the Precincts 
at Canterbury for the last time 
and embarked, with only a few 
pieces of paper, on that strange and 
unpredictable journey we flippantly 
call ‘Life’. Education, it is said, consists 
of what remains after one has forgotten 
everything one learned at school. In the 
Sixth Form at King’s I was taught by 
three extraordinary men. From one I 
acquired a respect 
for the statistics 
and probabilities 
that perfuse 
medical science. 
From another 
I learned the 
necessity of, and 
indeed the rewards 
of, meticulous 
attention to 
detail. And from the third I developed a 
scepticism for perceived wisdom. As he 
used to say, “Don’t just do something, 
stand there”. Beware, in other words, 
of simplistic solutions, and be aware of 
unconscious reflexes. Strive always to 
look beyond the obvious. From all of 
them I had absorbed a fascination for 
learning and developed a fundamental 
curiosity. Unbeknown to me I had 

already learned the essential thinking 
skills which would carry me through not 
only university and medical school, but 
also the whole of my working life as a 
doctor.

Apart from one year in Africa, I have 
spent most of my life as a GP in Bristol. 
I have derived great pleasure from 
teaching medical students, and have had 

the extra stimulus of running a diabetes 
clinic within my own practice. But my 
main role has been to be the first point of 
contact for a defined population and to 
be available to them on a daily basis.

When I press the return key for the last 
time I will have conducted something in 
the region of 150,000 consultations. I will 
have made at least a quarter of a million 

Dr Yealand Kalfayan (GR 1969-74) recently retired from 
full-time General Practice, having been for 15 years the 
Senior Partner of the Family Practice in Bristol, a long-
established training practice of nine doctors serving a 
population of 14,500 people. The practice is one of only 
a handful in the UK to have gained the Royal College 
of General Practitioners Quality Practice award on two 
occasions.

“the watermark of my 
teachers’ insights remains 
indelible”

I
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individual decisions that will have, 
or could have, affected an individual 
person’s health. 

I have frequently been asked whether I 
find general practice boring. “Dealing 
with all those coughs and colds”, that 
kind of thing. I have experienced many 
emotions including frustration and 
satisfaction, sadness, and occasionally 
real joy. But I have never known 
boredom.

Early in my training I noticed that all was 
not quite as it was portrayed. The medical 
consultation is the central process of 
medical care but nobody at medical 
school considered that this was anything 
other than a simple “whodunnit” puzzle. 
According to this construct the patient 
experiences symptoms and goes to 
the doctor. The latter asks questions, 
performs an examination and organises 
some tests. Finally, logically, he makes a 
diagnosis. Bingo, and all is well.

But there are three big problems. Firstly 
there is the conundrum of language. 
Research shows that there is no agreed 
common database of terms that we all 
use to describe our symptoms. Two 
people will use the same simple words to 
convey different meanings. Descriptions 
of pain and severity are always subjective. 
Some words have special meaning 
when spoken in a medical context. I am 
astonished that we communicate at all. It 
is as though two teams were to meet on 
the pitch each prepared to play a different 
game according to different rules.

Secondly the decision to consult is not 
simple. Most symptoms never lead to 
a consultation; people themselves cope 
with 90% of all perceived ill-health. 
Furthermore careful analysis shows 
minimal correlation between the 
severity of symptoms and the decision 
to consult. The big determinants appear 
to be a tangled mix of people’s state 
of mind, their personality and their 
broader cultural attitudes towards illness. 
Those who arrive in my surgery do so 
only as a result of a decision-making 
process that is made up of a sequence of 
choices, intrinsically logical, but often 
based on half-truths and influenced by 
psychological needs.

Finally the very database of evidence 
upon which medical advice is based is 
subject to limitations. Every inviolate 
medical rule has exceptions. Every logical 
decision can have perverse outcomes. 
I have often been proved right for the 
wrong reasons, and sometimes wrong for 

the right reasons. Following medical rules 
without thinking can lead to disastrous 
results. We need to understand the rules 
really well in order, sometimes, to break 
them and thereby find better decisions.

Medical consultations are therefore 
far from being logical puzzles with 
unique solutions. They are multi-layered 
problems where there are several possible 
answers, and where even the questions 
need first to be defined and understood. 
A consultation becomes not ‘just another 
sore throat’ but a unique event with a 
completely novel set of circumstances 
leading to this particular decision to 
consult. The challenge is to understand 
the question using the generalisations one 
has learned but then to use individual 
details in order to construct an answer 
that is tailor-made for that particular 
person at that particular moment in 
their lives. It is this personalised care, 
delivered continuously over many years, 
that has made my working life anything 
but boring.

It was clear to me from my attempts to 
help my own sons with their homework 
that I had forgotten much that I had 
been taught. But in the penumbral 
light of the small hours, or in the clear 
air of mountain tops where I like to 
walk, or in those gaps that appear 
unexpectedly in the pulse of quotidian 
life, I have examined again and again 
what my teachers really said. The ink 
has long faded from the pieces of paper 
that appeared so important during my 
schooldays, but the watermark of my 
teachers’ insights remains indelible.

At King’s, Yealand was a School Monitor, 
Head of House, 1st XV Rugby, 1st XI 
Hockey and Captain of Athletics. Winning 
an Open Scholarship in Natural Sciences to 
Pembroke College, Cambridge, he went on 
to gain First Class Honours in Finals and 
an Athletics Blue. The three extraordinary 
teachers were Richard Paynter, Ken Yates 
and Ivor Wilkinson, Heads respectively of 
Mathematics, Chemistry and Biology.
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Liz Pidoux

This being the 400th anniversary 
of Shakespeare’s death, King’s 
launched an ebulliently Bardic 
King’s Week this year. Rebekah 

Beattie’s splendid production of Romeo 
and Juliet predominated in the Mint Yard 
and miraculously avoided the summer 
wind and rain.  

The Chapter House was the venue for 
earlier celebrations of Shakespeare, 
before the opening of the Great Hall in 
1957. While this epic space is certainly 
impressive visually, acoustically it is 
rather akin to performing in a municipal 

swimming pool. However, this has 
not discouraged pupils; rather it has 
encouraged them to battle manfully 
(and womanfully) against its echo-
chamber effects. This year, two members 
of Remove tackled speeches from 
Macbeth and Richard III, no mean feat 
in a space where we have sometimes 
struggled to hear even the adjudicators. 
These performances were part of a 
long tradition: a walk around Peter 
Henderson’s fascinating exhibition this 
year on Shakespeare at the School over the 
years revealed evidence of performances 
of Shakespeare during the yearly ritual of 
the Chapter House Speeches as far back as 
the early 19th century.

School productions inevitably reflected 
the current trends in the theatre beyond 
the school walls. Early photographs show 
pupils in either Elizabethan or Jacobean 
costume, or that much easier alternative, 
a vaguely late-medieval mélange of soggy 
tights and loose tunics, so much easier 
for matron to sew than the boned doublet 
or hooped skirt. In true Shakespearian 
tradition, boys would be boys – and 
girls: youths of light facial bone and 
downy cheek were employed as Juliets, 
Portias and Beatrices. From which year-
group, one wonders, were the feistier of 
Shakespeare’s females harvested? One 
cannot imagine a very young Cleopatra 
or Katherina; perhaps these chutzpah 
heroines had to shave before each 
performance.

Shakespeare
at King’s

Elizabeth Pidoux (Common Room 1998-2016) enjoys 
this year’s King’s Week celebration of the Shakespeare 
anniversary and reflects on the School’s long tradition of 
Shakespeare performance. 
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Othello in 1958

Love’s Labour’s Lost in 1981

Canon Shirley led the School’s move 
from Canterbury to Cornwall during 
the Second World War to protect the 
school members from errant Luftwaffe 
bombs. Carlyon was a hotel in those 
days and no doubt its many rooms lent 
themselves to boarding and teaching. 
Drama performances are recorded 
as being presented in ‘The Garage’, 
an unprepossessing location, which 
seconded as an assembly hall and 
place of worship. However, by the time 
the drapes had been hung, and the 
thrones and pillars rolled into place, 
Shakespeare performances no doubt 
looked convincing enough, especially the 
somewhat witty choice of The Tempest, 
performed to the distant crashing of real 
waves in the bay. 

In the post-war period, the Shirley Hall, 
originally the Great Hall, considered a 
somewhat outrageous piece of arriviste 
architecture, became the favoured venue 
for the school’s productions. Traditional 
public theatre was still operating largely 
behind a proscenium arch, and the 
Hall design reflecting that convention. 
Once again, pupils and directors battled 
against the vagaries of slushy acoustics, 
to produce plays such as Richard II and 
Macbeth, though the Chapter House 
was still used, for instance for Hamlet in 
1949. A notable success in the Great Hall 
was Othello, directed by Canon Shirley 
himself, in 1958.

We see the introduction of female players 
as the school became co-educational 

in the 1970s. Many Shakespeare plays 
were stalwartly performed al fresco: The 
Taming of the Shrew in the Deanery 
Garden; A Winter’s Tale in Plane Tree 
Court, and Love’s Labour’s Lost in St 
Augustine’s Garden; then in the Mint 
Yard and other locations, such as the 
Archdeacon’s Garden, in Good British 
Defiance of our maritime climate. 
Both The Taming of the Shrew and A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream were rained 
off; hired costumes soaked and muddied, 
Steve Bree’s ingenious sets abandoned 
for makeshift staging in the Green 
Court marquee. Graham Sinclair had 
better luck with his 2010 Midsummer: 
the cast frolicked in front of his Mint 
Yard hay barn set throughout the run 
and his subsequent productions, always 
gorgeously attired, were performed 
successfully in the Mint Yard. By contrast, 
my 1940s setting of Twelfth Night 
(enriched by a band playing war-time jazz 
and other popular songs arranged by the 
redoubtable Will Bersey) was also rained 
off in 2007, which meant abandoning 
the lovely Egyptian ex-pat hotel setting 
of wood-planked walls and palms for 
a plastic-smelling, mud-bespattered 
marquee. Sometimes, perversely, the 
sun burned down relentlessly: an earlier 
production of Much Ado About Nothing 
had to be acted in such severe heat that 
the actors poured sweat into Renaissance 
costumes, and one or two exited at 
speed, to be sick in shrubs before 
returning, heads banging with the effects 



Twelfth Night in 2007
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Romeo & Juliet in 1955Romeo & Juliet in 2016

of sunburn, and sporting professional 
smiles consistent with a sassy verve of 
which Will (the Other One) would surely 
have been proud.

It is worth mentioning that the first Head 
of Drama at King’s, Andrew Dobbin, 
was responsible for modernising, and in 
some cases making esoteric, productions 
of Shakespeare. Most memorable of his 
productions was his minimalist white-
box Tempest in St Mary’s Hall, which 
reflected the brave new theatrical worlds 
of Peter Hall and Derek Jarman. 

In the end, the locations and the periods 
in which Shakespeare is set don’t really 
matter. Shakespeare’s intentions for his 
audiences were largely oral: his works 
can take any number of performance 
permutations. This year, Kate O’Connor’s 
Shakespeare 400 Lunch performances 
were given by the pupils in the Plane 
Tree Garden as the audience ate its lunch, 
there were the informal renditions of 
sonnets in the Herb Garden, and the 
glorious adaptations of Shakespeare by 
Moeran, Vaughan Williams and Bernard 
Hughes in the Serenade Concert. Much 
of the splendid Virtuosi Concert was 
devoted to Shakespeare, including the 
Prokofiev Romeo and Juliet overture, 
excerpts from West Side Story and 
Walton’s film music for Henry V. This 
Shakespeare extravaganza was rounded 
off at the Deanery as a charity event in 
aid of the Herb Garden and Porchlight: 
‘Shakespeare in Love’, a delightful evening 
of music and drama, hosted by the Dean, 

and devised by the Newsholmes. King’s 
has served Will well this year in the 
anniversary of his death, and no doubt 
we will continue to do so over the coming 
years. 

Liz and John Pidoux have been associated 
with the King’s School as teachers and 
tutors since 1998, and John taught at 
the School before that on two separate 
occasions. John was a King’s Scholar in 

The Grange from 1957-62. Liz is about to 
leave after 18 years of teaching English and 
producing plays, both in King’s Week and 
in Walpole, Luxmoore and Linacre, and 
she was Housemistress of Luxmoore from 
2007-13. Liz and John are both looking 
forward to pursuing projects related to 
teaching, performing, and writing. They 
will live in Berlin for the greater part of 
each year, when they are not visiting their 
daughters in England, or travelling. 
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From Dairy Farming to Brussels

Any young person lucky enough 
to spend their formative years 
under the long shadow of Bell 
Harry could not help but fall 

under its influence. But there is more 
to King’s than the idyllic environment. 
Throughout its long history the School 
has always found the right mix of ageless 
tradition and constant innovative change. 
It is a culture that has successfully kept 
King’s at the very forefront of excellence 
in education. Most of all, it is the people 
that make King’s special. I remember, 
with gratitude, so many people who 
influenced my life; none more so than 
the headmasters, Canon ‘Fred’ Shirley, a 
legendary source of inspiration (or fear 
in my case) and Canon Newell, or the 
tireless Edred Wright.

As I get older, the more I realise what a 
wonderful time those days in Canterbury 
were, and what an extraordinary 
opportunity it is for any young person. 
Not that present scholars should concern 
themselves with such thoughts; they will 
be, and should be, far too busy making 
the best of the fabulous opportunities the 
School has to offer.

I count myself fortunate to be of that 
generation born shortly after the end of 
the Second World War. Relative to today 
we were not that prosperous but, for the 
country, it was a time of release from the 
wartime hardship and anxieties. Looking 
back, it seemed a sunny, carefree time. 
It was a time that saw the tremendous 
release of energy and creativity that gave 
birth to the Sixties.

Not that life was easy. After leaving King’s 
my ambition to be a farmer took me via 
New Zealand to Sussex where I built 
up a dairy farming business. King’s had 
taught me two lessons.... First, aim high. 
Strive to achieve excellence in all that 
you do. Second, everything comes with a 
price. These are two lessons that I found 
of great value throughout my business 
career. Dairy farming, incredibly tough 
at times but, overall, surely the greatest 
way of life possible! However hard times 
were, I never forgot that I had chosen to 

be a dairy farmer and, like all the best 
careers, if it was that easy everyone would 
be doing it.

My expanding dairy business, coupled 
with my experience in New Zealand, 
led to the formation of a dairy-based 
food manufacturing company supplying 
ingredients to the food industry. Over 
time the company evolved and grew to 
become a Plc. It was during my time as 
chairman of such a large organisation 
that I became convinced that education 
is the key to unlocking the future of 
this country’s greatest resource... our 
people. If only every child could leave 
school having discovered their talents 
and feeling inspired, aspirational and 
valued. Regardless of the base they start 
out from, we can, we must, add value to 
every child. 

With that ambition in mind I embarked 
on a third challenge in life: Politics. 
Political careers seem to me to be 
based on vision, ambition, experience, 
ability and luck. I was fortunate to have 
a smattering of each, and I have been 
immensely honoured and privileged to 
represent the South East of England in 
the European Parliament. I have served 
as leader of the British Conservatives in 
Europe and I have also spent 14 years 
as a member of the budget committee 
of the EU. Always challenging, often 
very difficult and rarely understood, but 
extremely interesting. I look back with 
satisfaction that I brought benefit to my 
country and my region and that I made a 
difference.

Every time I return to Canterbury, as I 
pass out of the noisy city streets into the 
precincts of the Cathedral and School, 
I am always struck by the timeless 
tranquillity and presence. And I marvel 
that, in a world driven by change, one 
thing has remained constant. For over 
a thousand years King’s has sent young 
people out into the world equipped to 
meet that change, whatever it might be. 
Long may it continue to do so.

Richard Ashworth (SH 1960-64) is a Member of the European Parliament for South East 
England and led the Conservative Party in the European Parliament from March 2012 to 
November 2013. He is now the Conservatives’ spokesman on budgets in the European 
Parliament, to which he was first elected in 2004 after being a dairy farmer in East 
Sussex for over thirty years. 
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This year’s OKS May Reunion brought 
together leavers from 1980-89 at The 
Clubhouse in London’s Mayfair. The wine 
flowed as many attendees recalled the 
good times had at King’s. Memories were 
jogged and stories swapped of aspirations 
and achievements. A photographic 
slide show beamed from computer 
screens around the edge of the room 
and shone with images of questionable 
fashion statements from the ‘80s. Heads 
with spiked and gelled fringes wrestled 
for position with the photos of pupils 
wearing “beginners blue” eyeshadow 
with big hair (and that was just the boys!) 
Thankfully times have changed but bonds 
made all those years ago have not. Very 
quickly friendships were rediscovered 
and OKS caught up with old classmates 
not seen for 30 or so years. The room 
was filled with exclamations of “Do you 
remember so and so?” and “Oh my, 
Suzy such-and-such she was wonderful, 
wasn’t she?!” As the evening wore on 
reminiscing about matches made both on 
and off the pitch turned to questions of 
where are they now? 

Ensuring good behaviour all round were 
former tutors Mike Hodgson, Dr Roger 
Mallion, Hubert Pragnell and Stephen 
Woodley, while former Headmaster 
Canon Dr Anthony Philips entertained 
with tales of strict matrons, rule-breaking 

Headmasters and past students 
breaking world banks! He was 
congratulated on celebrating his 80th 
birthday but still has a long way to 
go to catch up with the Queen.

We look forward to the next 
reunion but in the meantime you 
can still see more images from the 
evening on
www.oks.org.uk

Veronica Olszowska 
(neé Bircher, WL 1984-86)

OKS LONDON MAY 
REUNION 2016
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Eliza Cocksworth with Will Bersey

OKS 
LONDON
JAZz

On the evening of 9 June some of the 
‘crème de la crème’ of OKS jazz musicians 
gathered at the 606 Club in Fulham to 
give us an intoxicating night of Jazz.

The first set was led by Robbie Ellison 
(TR 2010-15), currently at the Guildhall 
studying jazz drums. Robbie is versatile 
in all kinds of jazz, with a leaning 
towards bebop and straight-ahead. He 
was joined on piano by Ivo Neame (SH 
1994-99), innovative pianist, composer 
and multi-instrumentalist, on double 
bass by our current Head of Music Will 
Bersey (another multi-instrumentalist 
with hidden talent), on vocals the lovely 
Eliza Cocksworth (CY 2010-15), a 
very prominent and talented soprano 
soloist during her time at King’s, in both 
jazz and classical repertoire, and the 
magnificent Charlie Sinclair (CY 2010-
15) with his easy baritone Bing Crosby-
esque sound. The School’s fabulous 
tenor sax teacher Michael Coates was 
magnificent when he joined the set, 
followed by the masterful David Rees-
Williams who impressed at the keyboard. 
Great ensemble playing of memorable 
numbers such as…..’Blame it on my 
youth’, ‘Never will I marry’ and ‘Beautiful 
Love’. We all wanted more.

The second set was led by Ed Whitehead 
(SH 2006-11), who had been Head 
of Jazz during his time at King’s, with 
trumpet Nathan Hudson-Peacock (MR 
2005-10), double bass Hector Page (CY 
2006-08), Robbie Ellison returning on 
drums, Jonny Stewart (GL 2005-10) 

on saxophone and the unstoppable Seb 
Payne (LN 2005-10) on vocals. They 
indulged us with old favourites such 
as ‘My Funny Valentine’, ‘Bewitched’ 
and ‘Solitude’. What a skilful group 
of musicians! With almost no time to 
rehearse they sounded as if they had been 
playing together for months.

And last but by no means least, John 
G Smith (WL 1976-1981), currently 
enjoying well-deserved success in the 
West End, headed the final set with 
Ed Whitehead on double bass, James 
Lawrence (GR 1983-88) on trombone, 
Tim Weller (TR 1983-88) on drums and 
Phil Hopkins (GL 1975-79) on chromatic 
harmonica. Phil had played drums at 
school with John in the late ‘70s and 
met up by chance just weeks before our 

planned Jazz Night. It was a real joy to 
see and hear them playing together again: 
the highlight for me was ‘Oh what a 
beautiful morning ‘ and John’s very own 
‘Listen to the woman.’ And of course Billy 
Joel’s ‘Always a woman to me’ was a real 
trip down memory lane for those of us 
listening to music in the late 1970s.

It was pure pleasure to hear these talented 
King’s musicians performing at the 
606 Club. Many had been inspired and 
encouraged by Dr Roger Mallion who 
joined us with other Common Room 
colleagues. A truly memorable evening, 
as always made possible by the tireless 
efforts of Sue Tingle, Kirsty Mason and 
colleagues, the unsung heroines of OKS 
nights like this one. Thank you everyone! 
We just have to do it all again soon.

Julia Williams (née Maynard, WL 1978-80), the OKS Music Representative, reports 
on an evening that went with a swing. 

L-R  Hector Page, Nathan Hudson-Peacock and Jonny Stewart.
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Tim Armstrong (left)

The day of the King’s Week Lunch 
dawned warm and sunny yet again. We 
have been so lucky with the weather 
for the last few years and the Deanery 
Gardens looked vibrant in the sunshine. 
Within this glorious rose-filled setting, 
chilled champagne was served as 
guests renewed friendships ahead of a 
delicious three-course lunch from Andy 
Snook and his team. After a sample of 
the beautiful melodies from King’s A 
Cappella, guests made their way to the 
Marquee. 

With nearly 100 years teaching between 
them, our honoured guests this year 
included Tim Jennings, Modern 
Languages, Tim Armstrong, Head of 
Modern Languages, and Nick Phillis, 
sometime Housemaster of Tradescant 
and Head of Geography. Dr Liz Pidoux, 
English teacher, producer of plays and 
former Housemistress of Luxmoore, 
could be forgiven for not making the 
lunch as she supported her daughter 
Connie at her last Henley. If all goes 
according to plan, she will leave at 
Christmas. 

OKS President Charlotte Pragnell 
welcomed back OKS “of all vintages and 
Houses” who had come back to show 

their support for the School and to reflect 
on how their school experiences shaped 
their lives. Charlotte went on to say that 
it is not just the facilities that make a 
great school but also the inspirational 
staff, be it through 
teaching or 
support. The OKS 
Lunch was an 
opportunity to 
say ‘thank-you’ to 
outstanding, long-
serving members 
of the Common 
Room who were 
moving on – or 
perhaps not, in 
the case of Liz and 
Nick!

Tim Jennings 
had been a pillar 
of the Modern 
Languages 
Department at 
the School for 30 
years – teaching French, German and 
Italian. Charlotte noted that Tim was not 
a member of the sporting fraternity in 
the Common Room unless it involved 
fencing which he built up over many 
years. Charlotte offered the thanks of the 

OKS Association for the thriving OKS 
Fencing Club he was leaving behind. 
There were quite a few fencers at the 
lunch and it had become an annual 
addition to the Fencing social calendar.

Charlotte observed that Nick Phillis 
was intent on setting the record for the 
most guest of honour invitations to an 
OKS Lunch. Last year Nick was invited 
as thank-you for his contribution to 
the School before embarking on his 

KING’S WEEK LUNCH



Nick Phillis (right)
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Tim Jennings (left)

sabbatical. This year he was leaving 
with 29 teaching years behind him (not 
to mention his school years) but still 
couldn’t quite escape as he would be 
back to coach sixth formers in personal 
development via his new business. We 
might have to save a special spot for him 
at future lunches. Charlotte wished Nick 
all the best in his new business venture.

Mandarin and Cantonese have made 
their way onto the curriculum under the 
stewardship of Tim Armstrong, who had 
also expanded the Russian and Italian on 
offer and organized numerous cultural 
trips. You may wonder where Tim found 
time to become a successful novelist, a 
translator of philosophical works from 
French and German into English and 
to indulge in a passionate interest in 
music, playing keyboards and singing in a 
Canterbury-based blues band. Tim’s first 
novel won the ‘Authors’ Club Best First 
Novel of the Year’ award and his next was 
published in the UK and Germany. Tim’s 
retirement would be anything but dull 
as he embarked on further music and 
writing projects – perhaps novel number 
three?

The OKS Association thanks all our 
honoured guests for their significant 
contribution to the School and extends its 
best wishes for all that they have planned 
post-King’s. 



Charlie working on his archaeology project ‘Waterloo Uncovered’ 
which helps aid the rehabilitation of veterans and service personnel
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To celebrate the tenth anniversary 
of the King’s Society, members were 
invited to The Society’s Samba which 
proved to be a party with a difference! 
With the forthcoming Olympics in 
Brazil it was hoped that this celebration 
would give us a taste of Rio here at 
School during King’s Week. Brazilian-
inspired cocktails and canapés were 
prepared and served by pupils from the 
King’s Week Kitchen. Entertainment 
was provided by the Samba Pelo Mar 
band, Whitstable’s Community Samba 
Band. In addition, two beautiful stilt 
walkers dressed as birds of paradise 
further enhanced the tropical theme. 
The King’s Society committee worked 
hard to produce a memorable party 
that proved to be a fun celebration and 
a fitting end to the King’s Society’s year.  

Ali Huntrods,
King’s Society Manager

KING’S 
SOCIETY 10th 
ANNIVERSARY 
SAMBA 

A CAREER WORTH 
TALKING ABOUT

The OKS careers event is a 
definite improvement on what 
I recall of careers guidance 
at school. However well our 

teachers attempted to guide us twenty 
years ago (and I had much sage and 
well-considered advice), the School 
didn’t really use its own network in the 
way it does today, and I was delighted to 
be asked back this year to talk about the 
opportunities afforded by a career in the 
Army.

Aside from the incidental pleasure of a 
reunion, I was deeply impressed by the 
sheer variety of OKS. Represented this 
summer were the law, medicine, finance, 
engineering, literature, 
music, scientific 
research, all three 
Armed Forces and a 
host of other fields – 
the list seemed almost 
exhaustive, and, after 
some very engaging 
group discussions, 
I think all of us had 
the satisfaction of 
being able to answer 
one or two searching 
questions, or to allay 
fears from pupils and 
parents alike about 
a potential career 
choice. The group 
was well chosen, 
representing not 
just variety in career 
fields but of age and 
further education 
backgrounds too. I 
would certainly want 
my own children 
to have access to 
such frank and 
consequence-free 
advice, and I doubt 
that any university 
will offer anything 
comparable.

The message is simple – the OKS Careers 
Fair offers a unique opportunity for 
the pupils, at an important juncture in 
their education, to speak to people who 
have already made the journey, and to 
test their own motives and assumptions 
before making choices that will set 
the course of their lives. The wider the 
experience on which they have to draw, 
the better, so please consider getting 
involved when the call goes out for the 
next one. You’ll get an excellent supper 
out of it too!

The OKS evening career talks are going from strength to 
strength with OKS returning to King’s to give a presentation 
about their career or a related topic. We could not do it 
without our OKS and as Major Charles Foinette (MR 1991-96) 
discovered there is even the chance of a bite to eat!

IT’S GOOD 
TO TALK
Meet Mary de 
Sausmarez, 
(MT 1982-84), 
Senior Vice 
President Sales 
with British 
Telecom, on 
6 December 
2016 at King’s. 
Mary has over 16 years of executive 
experience leading large sales and 
marketing organisations in the B2B 
and Public Sector markets in the UK 
and Europe. She has experience in 
Technology, Telecoms, I.T. services, 
Cloud Computing, Software and wider 
Management Services. If any OKS 
would like to give an evening careers 
talk or attend the Mary de Sausmarez 
event, please contact the OKS 
Coordinator, Kirsty Mason via oks@
kings-school.co.uk. 
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OUR NEW OKS YEAR REPS
In light of the hugely successful 1985 and 1986 reunions, organised primarily by the OKS themselves, 
and in an effort to help publicise OKS events for all OKS, the OKS Association is recruiting OKS Year 
Representatives. It is hoped that OKS Year Reps will help encourage their contemporaries to attend OKS 
events and also help us to cater events more specifically for them. We already have a few Year Reps, 
please see them below. If you would like to become an OKS Year Rep please contact Dr Kirsty Mason in 
the OKS Association Office on oks@kings-school.co.uk.

1994

2009

2012

2012

2014

Simon Johnson (SH 1989-94) runs his own advisory 
business in London, working with growth stage 
tech companies. He lives in East Sussex where he is 
rearing three free range children and yet somehow 
still manages to fit in some sailing. 

Kitty Vaughan (BR 2006-09) went on to study 
Theology at Edinburgh University after King’s 
and followed that with a Masters in Real Estate at 
Reading University. Kitty now lives in London and 
is a graduate surveyor at Cushman & Wakefield. 

Louisa Dearlove (HH 2007-12) has recently 
graduated from the University of Edinburgh with 
a 2.1 in English Literature and is now planning 
on travelling for a few months, then starting work 
next year. Louisa is a year rep. together with Henry 
Downing.

Henry Downing (GR 2007- 12) has just 
graduated from Oxford Brookes University 
studying Planning and Property Development 
and is working at Marsh & Parsons, a London 
based estate agents, “Countless friendships 
are made at King’s and they are made greater 
by the OKS Association which I am very much 
looking forward to being involved in.” 

Carita Hui (BY 2012-14) completed her A-Levels 
at King’s and was Head of House for Bailey. Carita 
also has a keen interest in swimming and was girls' 
swimming captain for her final year at King’s. She is 
currently a third year Law student at the University 
of Manchester. 
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Unknown OKS No. 17:

he son of a ship 
owner, John 
Kettelwell was at 
King’s from 1904 
to 1909. He played 
cricket for the 1st XI 
without distinction. 

“Poor bat though keen … sacrificed 
effectiveness to beauty of style”, decreed 
The Cantuarian in what turned out to be 
a perceptive summary of much of his life. 
He was clearly something of a character 
and when he spoke in a debate, he “made 
a few remarks in a vein of happy idiocy, 
but did not seem to throw much light 
on the subject…” He also featured in 
school entertainments and in Speeches: 
he played Charles I, but “we have an 
idea that the role of the Merry Monarch 
would have suited him better”. There is 
some evidence that his talents as an artist, 
already working in a Beardsley-esque 
style, were utilised by a house magazine, 
the Holme House Gazette. 

He read History at St John’s College, 
Oxford, and then went to Canada 
for a while. There, as he reported to 
The Cantuarian in 1914, he “held an 
exhibition of black and white, and water-
colour drawings at Montreal and sold 
three pictures very well to the National 
Gallery at Ottawa”. During the First 
World War he was a temporary assistant 
paymaster in the Royal Naval Reserve. (“I 
don’t like the Navy, at least, not much.”) 
Thereafter he never settled into a steady 
occupation. He travelled frequently 
during the 1920s, spending some time in 
Paris and, especially, in Spain. 

He has two claims to fame. The first 
is as a book illustrator. In 1917 he was 
commissioned by John Lane to provide 
the frontispiece and 14 full-page 
illustrations for A Second Diary of the 
Great Warr by ‘Samuel Pepys Junior’. 
He was then asked to work on A Last 
Diary of the Great Warr (1919). Over 
the next ten years he illustrated several 
books, including Nonsense Novels by 
Stephen Leacock, The Oxford Circus by 
Hamish Miles and Raymond Mortimer, 
and an edition of The Way of the World 
by Congreve. He also wrote two books, 
showcasing his own illustrations. Beaver: 

John Kettelwell (1890-1933):
Book Illustrations and Children’s Hour

An Alphabet of 
Beards came out in 
1922 and The Story 
of Aladdin and his 
Wonderful Lamp in 
1928. Several other 
projects, including 
illustrations to Saki, 
were unfulfilled, so 
he published the 
drawings himself in 
a privately printed 
portfolio in 1931. 

Kettelwell’s 
second significant 
achievement came 
in March 1932 
when he was invited 
to succeed ‘Uncle 
Columbus’ on the 
BBC’s Children’s 
Hour. Here his 
King’s School 
experiences came 
in useful. He was a 
loyal OKS, regularly 
visiting the School 
in the 1920s and 
in particular 
performing 
in School 
entertainments. 
On one of these 
occasions he met 
Hugh Walpole and 
duly featured as ‘Potshorn’, an old boy 
returning for a house supper, in Walpole’s 
novel Jeremy at Crale (1927): “… he was 
a gloriously funny fellow, and he would 
stand up later on, when the ‘feed’ was 
over, and tell marvellous stories and 
recite most amusing poems – all the 
time with that serious, long face and 
odd protesting mouth.” In the School’s 
collections is a copy of the book inscribed 
by Walpole: “For John Kettelwell because 
he has helped to make this book from his 
friend Hugh Walpole”. 

In a short time ‘JK’, as he was known, 
made a great success as a radio 
personality. His programmes included 
‘Shakespeare’s England’, which ended 
with a reading from Marlowe, and ‘Come 
to Spain’, reflecting his great interest in 

that country. As Walpole put it, after 
“his perpetual strife to create something 
and his repeated disappointments, 
and failures … suddenly he ‘found 
himself ’ in making The Children’s 
Hour something greater than people 
imagined it could have been”. It was 
“that job… for which he was clearly 
created”. And then in October 1933 he 
died. The announcement was made by 
Derek McCulloch (‘Uncle Mac’), JK’s 
deputy and 
successor, and 
there followed a 
minute’s silence 
on Children’s 
Hour. 
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SWIMMING GALA

ROUND THE 
ISLAND RACE

On the last Sunday of the summer 
term old friends were reunited in the 
pool for the annual gala between the 
School swimming team and a combined 
Staff/OKS team. A full gallery of OKS 
swimmers, parents, and the 
School’s current swim team 
enjoyed a thrilling match with 
swimmers at county, regional 
and national level competing. 
Closely contested all the way, 
the result was dependent on the 
final squadron relay and a Staff/
OKS victory meant that the gala 
ended in an honourable draw at 
201 points apiece. The “challenge” 
handicapped-timed 100m 
freestyle swim was won by OKS 
Amanda Thomas and the Family 

The race on 2 July was the most 
challenging Round the Island Race of 
the five that King’s have done with 45 
knot winds and very large breaking 
waves in the English Channel.

Of the three King’s boats, the parent 
boat had to retire just before the 
Needles with a ripped sail and so the 
race came down to the pupils and the 
OKS. The pupils led at the Needles, 
but with more cloth up the OKS 
overtook the pupils on the back of the 
Island and looked set to retain the 597 
Trophy (for the three King’s boats) 
for the fourth year running. However, 
after heading up wind at Bembridge 
the pesky pupils were hot on the OKS 
keels and after 8 hours of racing the 
OKS and pupils were within touching 
distance of each other. The pupil boat 
was faster up wind and so the OKS 
came in 10 minutes after the pupils in 
9 hours 21 minutes. 

Overall, the OKS boat finished 328th 
out of 985 finishers with 415 boats 
retiring – approximately a third of the 
fleet which gave an indication of the 
very tough conditions. 

The Canterbury Pilgrims Boat Club 
and the King’s School Canterbury 
Boat Club welcomed guest of 
honour Frances Houghton (WL 
1993-98), fresh from her triumph 
at the Rio Olympics, to the Boat 
Club Dinner on 10 September. 
The evening also saw the launch of 
A History of Rowing at the King’s 
School Canterbury: Part 1, written 
by Michael Dover (LX 1962-67), 
who was Captain of Boats in 1967. 
A full report of the evening and a 
book review will follow in the next 
edition of Offcuts. If you would 
like to order a copy of this book, 
please contact Ewan Pearson ewan@
canterburypilgrims.com or write 
to Kirsty Mason at the OKS Office. 
Copies are £50 including postage in 
the UK or £47.50 excluding postage 
outside the UK: please include your 
address with orders.On a very hot September day, the OKS 

faced the KSC 1st XI. It is always a 
competitive fixture and this match turned 
out to be no different. Despite some late 
injuries to the OKS side, we managed 
to field a competent side with a very 
youthful feel. The game started at a high 
intensity with many fiery challenges, 
misplaced shots and unconverted short 
corners. At halftime, OKS were 3-1 up 
and in a dominating position, mostly due 
to the skilful playmaker, Will Heywood, 
who was running things from the top of 
midfield. In the second half, as is so often 
the case the OKS fitness started to waver 
and the School pulled a couple of goals 
back. However, the calm and collected 
OKS saw the game out in a professional 
manner winning with a final score of 6-3. 
If you want to find out more about OKS 
Men’s Sport please contact me at patrick.
mitchell@marketform.com. You can find 
all sporting fixture dates online at 
www.oks.org.uk.

Patrick Mitchell (LN 2004-2009)

MEN’S HOCKEY

Managing to gather enough players to 
make up a team has been a hard task in 
previous years. However this year we 
were fortunate enough to have enough 
girls to make up a side against the KSC 
1st XI. After 5 minutes of difficulties with 
various rule changes and short corners, 
all of the girls got back into the swing of 
playing, leaving us 2-0 up at half time 
with goals from Annabel Kingsman and 
Alice Brett. Inevitably during the second 
half our low level of fitness began to show 
but we held our lead and scored three 
more goals from Steph Masters, Kate 
McLeod Scott and one more from Alice 
Brett. It was fantastic to see all of the 
girls playing together and really enjoying 
a great day of hockey. Thank you to all 
involved!”

Isobel Brooks (WL 2009-14)

WOMEN’S HOCKEY

The Boat Club 
Dinner 2016

Relay was won convincingly by the Longs 
(William (MO 1981-85), Henry (MO 
2011-16) and Louisa (BR 2015 - ). A 
charity raffle raised over £1000 for the 
Great Ormond Street Heart Unit. 
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Fran is third from the back

Tom is second from left

FROM WESTBERE TO RIO
Rory Reilly (Common 
Room 1988-2014), who 
coached both Frances 
Houghton (WL 1993-98) 
and Tom Ransley (MR 1999-
2004), reflects on their 
medal-winning exploits at 
the Rio Olympic Games. 

There was something quite different 
about watching Tom and Frances in Rio 
this time round.  We had got used to 
seeing them competing at a high level but 
in Beijing we seemed to have got sucked 
into that feeling of disappointment when 
the quad only won the silver medal.  In 
London it looked as though Tom was 
on the up, but not there yet, and Frances 
might have been past her best.  When 
I heard that both had been selected for 
their respective eights this time there 
was a feeling of real excitement.  Frances 
seemed to be loving being with the 
squad, and being on the end of a sweep 
oar seemed to have lifted any feeling of 
‘here we go again’.  Tom in the meantime 
seemed to be doing what he always has 
done, battling his way into the squad and 
then putting every ounce of his strength 
and mental commitment onto the end of 
the blade.  

A gold had been won by Fred Scarlett 
in 2000 but somehow that seemed to 
be a one-off and everything had been 
concentrated on the men’s four ever 
since Steve Redgrave had appeared on 
the scene.  So both eights were relatively 
new kids on the international block.  
The men’s eight evolved gradually, first 
with the heroes of London on board 
and then with a mix of new and old as 
a new four developed.  Despite the gold 
medals in the Worlds I don’t think any of 
us sideliners imagined that Jurgen could 
produce both an eight and a four able 
to take on the world but the strength of 
that squad was clear to all as they roared 
down the track and took a canvas on the 
field by the 500.  To be almost a length up 
by 1,000 is just extraordinary and I could 
relax and actually sit down to watch 
the remainder of that race.  It would be 
totally impossible for any crew to catch 
them.

For Frances’s race the emotions were 
totally different. They couldn’t possibly 
come back from being so far adrift of 

the medals and memories of battles 
against Debbie Flood at Nottingham 
suddenly jumped back into my brain.  
My overwhelming emotion was sadness 
for Frances: it shouldn’t end like this, she 
deserves better… and then slowly, slowly 
they ground their way back, up to fourth, 
then third and then, by the proverbial 
hair’s breadth, into contention for the 
silver.  It was a storming finish and it 
was terrific to see such a happy Frances 
on the podium.  That’s how it should be; 
confounding expectations and breaking 
new ground.

Inevitably you think back to when they 
were at school.  Did I really know that 
they would both be world champions?  
Of course not.  My personal hope is 
always that any rowers that I coach will 
enjoy what they do.  I see no conflict 
between a Sport for All philosophy and 
Excellence and that is what King’s has 

always done.  Sometimes it has taken real 
athletes and moulded them into rowers, 
sometimes it has taken sporting failures 
and shown them that they do have talent 
and can succeed.  Frances tried netball 
and was hopeless, thankfully.  Tom on the 
other hand was a very decent basketball 
and rugby player.  They had one thing 
in common – they made less noise than 
most of their peers and neither of them 
saw themselves as special.  But that is 
what they are and we are unlikely as a 
school to see their like again. 

Frances was competing in her fifth 
Olympic Games and this was her third 
silver, as she had won medals with the 
quad in 2004 and 2008. She was also a 
World Champion in 2005, 2006, 2007 and 
2010. Tom won a bronze medal at London 
in 2012 and was a World Champion in 
2013 and 2014. 


