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In this issue
Nick Tattersall has had a most distinguished career with Reuters, 
and we are privileged that he has found time to write for us on the 
ambivalence of Turkey, a vital NATO ally for decades and a longtime 
suitor for the once comfortable embrace of EU membership. That 
its President and Prime Minister are now so much more equivocal 
about aligning Turkey’s interests with the West’s will be just one of the 
intimidating problems that will face our new Government and Prime 
Minister this summer. The refusal of any of our Parties to campaign for 
sustained Defence spending, even in the face of Putin’s aggression and 
savagery in the Middle East, is ominous.

If it is to be Mr Miliband who enters 10 Downing Street one thing he 
will not be able to do is fulfil his father’s commitment to universal, 
LEA-run comprehensive secondary education. No one who has ever 
read Ralph Miliband’s attacks (in Penguin Education Specials, and the 
like) on the British class system could doubt that his household were 
brought up to be true believers in a comprehensive monopoly : no one 
of school age would be in a comprehensive school until every one was.

This dream, or threat, has now receded, since Labour set up the first 
200 academies, and there are now well over 3000 of them. Institutional 
monopoly is one battle that Nicky Morgan, succeeding Michael Gove 
as Secretary of State, has not had to fight. But she does have to live 
with the consequences of a comprehensivised Common 16+ exam 
system, and recently ticked off the independent schools for avoiding the 
national GCSE system in favour of IGCSE.

There are still unresolved political issues in education, and even the 
best of independent schools cannot always or indefinitely stand aside 
from them. Meanwhile, however, what King’s can do is educate its own 
pupils to a standard and with a richness that inspires national and 
international respect and reputation. As the Headmaster says, anyone 
who was in the Nave for the King’s Choral Society and Symphony 
Orchestra’s performance of Verdi’s Requiem (conducted by Will 
Bersey) on 7 March will have come away with a sense that for any 
school to achieve that cultural and musical level is a triumph in itself, 
a mark of civilisation.

Stephen Woodley
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Offcuts  and For The  Record are edited by Stephen Woodley (Common 
Room 1969-98), assisted by an Editorial Committee of Felicity Lyons, 
Chair (SH 1975-77), Peter Henderson (Common Room 1969 - ), Nick 
Phillis (MR  1977-81, Common Room 1987 - ) and Kirsty Mason 
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kings-school.co.uk). Tel:01227 595672. Unless otherwise credited, 
photographs  are by Matt McArdle, Kirsty Mason or School Archives. 
This publication has been produced by Lee Rigley at the King’s School 
Press.
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Ten Sets of King’s Twins 2014

From the OKS President
The OKS Association continues to 
flourish. The diversity of what the 
Association offers reflects the rich variety 
of activities that we were involved in 
while at the School. In the past weeks 
Freddy Clode (TR 2006-11) has set up 
a new Rugby Club, which has already 
received lots of interest. If you would like 
to be involved, either actively or “in spirit”, 
then he’d love to hear from you. Similarly, 
Richard Maltby and Claude Fielding 
have done sterling work in drafting the 
constitution of the new Sailing Club. 
Again, please get in touch with them to 
register your interest: this year’s Round 
the Island race is on the horizon. Rugby 
and sailing join football, golf, tennis, 
rowing, hockey, lacrosse and fencing, for 
each of which there is a dedicated OKS 
committee rep who organises fixtures.
 
The OKS Committee welcomes Simon 
Bird (SH 1985-90) of Brewin Dolphin 
as investment manager. He is taking 
over from Jeremy Groom, who held that 
position for around 20 years. Our long-
term treasurer, Peter Holmes-Johnson, 

will be standing down this summer and 
we are now recruiting for this position, 
please get in touch for more details.
 
The OKS Committee meets three times 
a year, twice in central London and once 
in Canterbury, to set the programme for 
the forthcoming social, careers, musical 
and sporting functions. We are, of course, 
excellently supported by the staff of the 
OKS Office in Canterbury, who deal with 
day-to-day administration.
 
We are looking to expand the Committee 
at the moment. We’d be really grateful 
for someone to come forward to have 
particular responsibility for social media 
and marketing issues and we would also 
be pleased to have on-board a couple of 
‘generalists’ who can lend their views 
and experience to the wider issues that 
the Committee always has to consider. 
Please feel free to get in touch with me on 
020 7730 2732, or Sue Tingle, at the OKS 
Office on 01227 595567 if you would like 
further information.

Charlotte Pragnell

The Lent Term at King’s has been a 
very happy and successful one. In 
most people’s books the highlight of 
it would be the wonderfully dramatic 
and intensely musical performance 
of Verdi’s Requiem in the Cathedral 
Nave. I warmly congratulate Will 
Bersey and the Music Department on 
the excellence achieved, but it is the 

pupil instrumentalists and singers who 
deserve most praise. 

The synergy between the broad brush of 
achievements at the school this term – 
Millie Knight (Fifth, Marlowe) winning 
more medals, the boys’ fencers pulling 
off the GB championships, the netballers 
beating university sides and the boys’ 

1st XI hockey team triumphing in the 
Frank Mason Cup – and the richness 
and diversity of features and stories in 
this edition of Offcuts is striking.

It is one of the reasons that I am proud 
to reveal that the 2015 King’s Common 
Room has no fewer than eight OKS 
members: I passionately believe in the 
well-rounded nature of  King’s education 
and the support of the OKS Association 
and those talented OKS teachers is 
crucial to its ongoing traditions.

King’s is also a warm-hearted 
community with a real sense of family. 
Peter Henderson, our much-loved 
archivist had the brilliant idea last King’s 
Week to record ten sets of twins in the 
school by a photo. This is something 
which has not happened since 1984. 
Whilst the photos are obviously different 
in style, the spirit behind them to my 
mind remains the same.

Peter Roberts 

From the Headmaster
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Several events marked out the 
centenary of the First World War. 
Representatives of the School 
participated in the wreath-laying 
at the Menin Gate, Ypres on 
9 October and an exhibition 
on the School in 1914 was on 
display in the Chapter House in 
November. The main focus of 
commemoration was the Service 
of Remembrance on Sunday 9 
November. A special service sheet 
was produced, the CCF had a 
prominent role and there was a 
lunch in St Augustine’s at which 
the Headmaster spoke about 
Ross Ferguson, the youngest OKS 
casualty. 

remembrance Sunday 

Barcelona was the setting for the Art and 
Photography trip at the start of the Autumn 
half term. Thirty Sixth Formers used the works 
of Dali, Picasso and Miró and the architecture 
of Gaudí as inspiration for sketches and 
photographs that would infuse coursework 
both directly and indirectly. Some of the 
results are on display in the entrance 
and main staircase of the (old) Grange 
throughout the Lent Term. The results of the 
2013 trip to Venice can still be seen in some 
of the windows of Palace Street. 

Barcelona

Primary Schools 
Partnership
The Canterbury Primary Science Partnership has been awarded 
a substantial grant from the Department for Education. This 
builds on the School’s ‘Saturday Smarties’ scheme and will help 
King’s to work with ten local primary schools by providing 
training and planning sessions and working directly with pupils 
on specific topics. Science teachers will meet to share good 
practice as well as have the opportunity to bring classes to the 
King’s School and Junior King’s, to use their laboratory facilities 
and apparatus. The scheme is led by Christina Astin and 
supported by the charity Physics-S3. 

Young 
Musician
of the Year
Juliet Wolff, a Fifth Former in Walpole 
House, has won the Marlowe Young 
Musician of the Year Competition. She 
played the final movement of the Elgar 
Cello Concerto with the Kent Concert 
Orchestra in the Marlowe Theatre. The 
Competition was founded in 1991 with 
Paul Neville (Director of Music 1979-89) 
as conductor. Many King’s pupils have 
featured over the years and the most 
recent winner was Tongkwai Lulin (WL 
2005-09), another cellist, in 2006.

News from King’s
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Mat Lister

The School Play in November was Alan Bennett’s 
The Madness of George III. This was a stylish and 
witty production in St Mary’s Hall, enlivened by 
elegant costumes, by a simple and versatile set 
and by an array of lady doctors. The lead role was 
taken by Romilly Carboni, son of OKSs Marius 
and Anna, and the Prince of Wales was George 
Booth-Clibborn, son of OKS Patrick. And of course 
the original Lord Chancellor Thurlow (a devious 
schemer – in the play) was himself an OKS. 

Madness

From the Common room
Marc Dath returned in January from his well-deserved 
sabbatical term’s rest after The Grange and has taken 
over from Simon Anderson as President of the Common 
Room. Mathew Lister (MR 1997-99) reinforced the 
OKS contingent when he joined the staff in January as 
Head of Physical Education. The engagements have been 
announced of Graeme Tyndall (2006-14) and Emma 
Park (2009- ), Stewart Hayes (2011- ) and Charlotte 
Tyndall (2009- ), and Kimberley Budden (2012- ) and 
Matthew William Crossfield Swaffer. 

World 
Championship 
Medallist
Millie Knight has capped an 
outstanding season by winning 
two medals in the World 
Championships in Canada. With 
her guide Jen Kehoe she secured 
silver in the giant slalom and 
bronze in the slalom. In February 
she had won the International 
Paralympic Committee World Cup 
giant slalom title for 2015 just a few 
days after her sixteenth birthday. 
She won all six of her races in the 
IPCAS and Europa Cup slalom and 
giant slalom events at Pitztal and 
won two further giant slalom gold 
medals at St Moritz to win the title. 

The Beerling Hall
The School has acquired a lease on the 
Dominican Priory, across the Stour from 
the Art Department, thus uniting the two 
surviving Blackfriars buildings. Donald 
Beerling, who died in 2013, had restored 
the 13th century guest house and it is 
owned by his charity the Cantiacorum 
Foundation. The Priory will be re-named 
in his honour and the current plan is to 
use it for performances, exhibitions and 
meetings, as well as for local community 
activities. 

The School features in the new 
Canterbury edition of the board game 
Monopoly. The King’s School takes 
the place of the familiar Regent Street 
‒ alongside St Edmund’s School 
(Oxford Street) and The University 
of Kent (Bond Street). Canterbury 
Cathedral and St Augustine’s Abbey 
replace Mayfair and Park Lane. 

Monopoly
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Nick Tattersall (MT 1991-96) assesses present-day Turkey.

Istanbul is just like New York, a taxi 
driver told me not long after I arrived. Its 
cabs are yellow, its dialling code is 212, 
and it has neighbourhoods like Soho or 
the West Village, their cafés crammed 
with struggling artists and free-thinkers.

He can’t have been to New York for a 
while, I thought, as we careered through 
the labyrinthine backstreets tumbling 
down to the Bosphorus shore, the upscale 
boutiques and brunching socialites of 
Lower Manhattan seeming a world away.
His words were more than an attempt to 
make a newly-arrived 
foreigner feel at home. 
Beneath them lay a 
desire to reassure 
that the answer to the 
timeworn question 
‘Does Turkey face East 
or West’ was ‒ in his 
mind at least ‒ very 
much the latter. 

It was a question I 
hadn’t asked, and a 
journalistic cliché 
I had hoped, by 
and large, to avoid 
while covering this 
complex country. 
But after two years in which the news 
from Turkey has been dominated by 
protests against the authoritarian tilt of 
its Islamist-rooted government, and by 
the horrors of the self-proclaimed Islamic 
State carved out of swathes of Iraq and 
Syria over its southern borders, it seems 

as pressing a question as ever ‒ both for 
Turkey and for its allies.

Simmering social unease burst to the fore 
in May 2013, nine months after I arrived. 
Demonstrations against government 
plans to build a replica Ottoman-era 
barracks in a leafy corner of Istanbul’s 
Taksim Square, long a venue for political 
protest, spiralled into a broad show of 
defiance against Tayyip Erdogan, then 
Prime Minister and now President. 

It was a story colleagues and I initially 
thought would be over in 

days. But as my 
street was engulfed 
in tear gas night after 
night and rioting 
spread to cities 
across the country, it 
quickly became clear 
something deeper 
was happening. The 
unrest was laying 
bare an underlying 
tension in Turkish 
society reaching back 
to the 1920s, when 
Atatürk forged a secular 
republic from the 
ruins of an Ottoman 

theocracy, banishing Islam from public 
life, replacing Arabic with Latin script 
and promoting Western dress.

What emerged in the modern 
republic that Atatürk founded was 
a sometimes uneasy cohabitation of 

a secular, Western-facing elite and a 
more conservative religious population 
largely excluded from the privileges of 
state power. Erdogan sees himself as 
the champion of the pious, redressing 
the balance after decades of secularist 
domination, his reversal of restrictions 
on the Islamic headscarf and desire for 
Ottoman language lessons to be part of 
the school curriculum being two such 
examples. His core constituency in the 
Anatolian heartlands reveres him. His 
opponents, many of them in the big cities 
or along the Aegean and Mediterranean 
coasts, see him as an authoritarian 
paternalistic leader, too ready to clamp 
down on dissent and impose his Islamist 
values ‒ a strongman taking Turkey 
ever further from Western standards 
on rule of law and free speech. Recent 
weeks have seen police raids on media 
outlets close to Erdogan’s enemies and 
the seemingly farcical trial of soccer fans 
on coup plot charges for their role in the 
Taksim protests, their crimes apparently 
including giving pizza and meatballs to 
demonstrators.

With Erdogan, ever an eye on history, 
bent on remaining in power until 
2023, the hundredth anniversary of the 
founding of the modern republic, it is a 
debate that is set to rumble on. As I write, 
the Turkish Twitterati are battling over 
a suggestion by a ruling party lawmaker 
that the secular republic founded by 
Atatürk had been a “commercial break” 
in a 600-year old empire, and that the 
Ottomans were back. 

Turkey’s Ottoman 
dreams Photos: Murad Sezer (Reuters)
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How Turkey sees itself has huge 
implications for its role on the world 
stage. Its list of visitors in recent months, 
including Vladimir Putin and the Pope, 
the U.S. Vice President and the EU’s 
new foreign policy chief, underscores 
its importance on issues from energy 
security to stopping the flow of foreign 
jihadists from Syria and Iraq. As a result, 
Erdogan’s tightening grip on Turkey, a 
key member of NATO and a candidate 
for membership of the EU, will meet 
little more than symbolic resistance from 
the West.

I am writing this a few days after 
interviewing Prime Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu, who balks at the term neo-
Ottomanism, but who has crafted, with 
Erdogan, a foreign policy that owes 
much to Ottoman ideals. Yet his dream 
of a Middle East with political Islam, 
the Muslim Brotherhood and Turkey 
at its heart seems to be fading as chaos 
in Syria threatens Turkey’s borders and 
its ties with Egypt, the Arab world’s 
most populous nation, remain broken 
following the overthrow of Islamist 
president Mohamed Mursi.

Turkey’s reluctance, so far, to take a 
frontline role in U.S.-led military action 
against Islamic State militants in Syria 
has meanwhile tested its relations with 
Western allies, who see it as a key partner 
and the bulwark of NATO’s southeastern 
flank. Criticized for doing too little to 
stop foreign jihadists crossing its borders, 
it counters that most of those fighters 

have been radicalized in the West, and 
that Western intelligence agencies have 
failed to stop them or flag them as risks 
before they board flights to Istanbul 
or the Mediterranean coast, concealed 
among the 36 million tourists who flock 
to Turkish shores each year.

Frustrated by Western failure to heed 
his advice in Syria and Iraq and still 
smarting over the collapse of the Muslim 

Brotherhood, Davutoglu makes no 
apology for a foreign policy that has left 
his country isolated. His officials have 
long expressed frustration over what 
they see as the West’s failure to heed their 
warnings that Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad’s continued grip on power and 
the sectarian policies of Iraq’s Prime 
Minister Nouri al-Maliki, initially backed 
by Washington, were risking regional 
stability and sowing the seeds of Sunni 
radicalisation. Had Assad fallen more 
quickly, they argue, Islamic State would 
never have taken hold. They have little 
appetite for involvement in U.S.-led 
action that might push back the militants 
but leave Assad strengthened, and do 
little to bring lasting stability. For them, 
the lessons of Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Libya loom large.

Only time will tell whether they are right. 
Two years on, I wonder if I’ll meet that 
taxi driver again before I leave. His fear, 
like that of many Istanbul residents, is 
that Erdogan wants to take the country in 
the direction of Iran, an Islamic republic. 
But while Istanbul is not quite New York, 
it isn’t quite Tehran either. My best guess 
is that Turkey will continue to navigate its 
own path, balancing conflicting loyalties 
and acting more assertively in its own 

self-interests. It will never fully face either 
East or West ‒ and will be all the more 
fascinating for it.

Nick Tattersall (MT 1991-96) is Reuters 
Bureau Chief in Turkey, running offices in 
Istanbul and Ankara. He was previously 
chief correspondent in Nigeria from 2008 
to 2011, covering, among other issues, the 
beginnings of the Boko Haram uprising. 
He reported from more than a dozen 
countries in West and Central Africa from 
a base in Senegal from 2004 to 2007. Nick 
moved to Istanbul in 2012 after a year 
as a Knight-Bagehot Fellow in Business 
and Economics Journalism at Columbia 
University in New York. 

Nick interviews Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu in Istanbul, January 2015.

an underlying tension in Turkish society
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Three Little Maids

Marius

During my time at King’s I really 
enjoyed living in School House. 
Not only because it was the 
oldest house in the School but 

also because it was at the centre of school 
life with easy access at break time (and 
for emergencies like forgetting a text 
book and being able to sprint back to the 
house to retrieve it).

My last four terms were spent in the front 
studies on the ground floor, called First 
Front, Mid Front and Third Front. Both 
First and Mid Fronts are still in action 
and Third is now the Housemaster’s 
study. What is really nice at the moment 
is visiting my youngest son Romilly in 
one of those studies that I was in ‒ First 
Front.

These studies are now for two boys, but in 
those days they also accommodated both 
day pupils and girls. Girls were in the 
School just in the Sixth Form and were 
attached to the houses, but during prep 
and overnight they either were at Bailey 

House or lodged around the Precincts. 
My wife (Anna Young, LN 1979-81) 
lodged with David Flood, then assistant 
organist at the Cathedral, and his family 
with a friend for her two years. My study 
had three girls and one day pupil who 
based themselves there during the day. 
Vast amounts of coffee and toast were 
consumed!

What strikes me about returning to 
King’s for both Romilly (currently 6b) 
and our eldest son Julius (SH 2005-10) is 
that the ethos and the feel of the School 
have not changed. And the same can also 
be said for School House. It has a relaxed 
atmosphere with the pupils friendly and 
polite, a lot of which is down to how the 
Housemaster treats his boys.

My period in School House was one 
of transition. I arrived after a year in 
a waiting house in 1976. Then we had 
large dormitories (the whole top floor 
had around 40 boys in it), with a sewing 
room nearby where we collected our 
clean clothes from lockers. Quite how 
the cleaning ladies coped with the smell 
of dirty socks and games kit for all those 
boys I simply don’t know. 

The middle floor had another dormitory 
for pupils in 5th year and further along 
was the room we all did our prep in at 
individual desks. On the ground floor 
was a large bathroom with six baths and 
three showers with loos and changing 
rooms nearby. The Housemaster’s flat 
was in the middle of the house as it still 
is but was expanded when works were 
undertaken to convert all the rooms into 
smaller studies. By the time I left the huge 
dormitories had all been re-modelled to 
studies for single, two or three pupils, 
the bathrooms converted to smaller and 
separate ones and, best of all, there was 
the introduction of a TV room!

Marius Carboni
(SH 1975-80) and his son Romilly (SH 2011- ) compare notes.

Then and Now: School House

Vast amounts of 
coffee and toast 
were consumed

Marius Carboni in 1976  (middle of bottom row)
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a mouth-wateringly 
delicious beef 
burger

Romilly

If someone asks, ‘What do you love 
most about School House?’ the answer 
will invariably be the same – the 
atmosphere. School House has always 

had a feeling of collegiality. When we 
arrive in the Shell year we are all in the 
same, rather daunting position, so it 
helps that we are placed together on the 
first floor, making it easy to get to know 

one another and calming our nerves 
for the first few weeks of King’s life. The 
strong sense of community in School 
House, the feeling that you can fit into 
the School House environment no matter 
who you are, was incredibly important 
to me as a new boy. The fact that every 
pupil in every year in School House gets 
along pays tribute to this well-designed 
first year dorm structure and is vital to 
surviving five years of boarding school.

It’s intriguing to hear my father’s School 
House story, especially as I have spent 
my last two terms in one of the dorms 
where he spent some of his time at King’s. 
The bottom floor dorms are especially 
convenient for the parents as well as the 
pupils because it requires less effort to 
get heavy luggage upstairs! Although it 
has helped to improve my fitness and 

that of my father, I can safely say that it 
is far more enjoyable to have a bottom 
floor dorm. A dormitory downstairs 
also makes it easier to get to lessons and 
other commitments on time. The Mint 
Yard is a great place to be, particularly in 
the summer term, when the main King’s 
Week play takes place outside, something 
I was fortunate enough to be part of 
when I was in the Fifth Form.

I wouldn’t say that there is anything I 
dislike about School House. Mr Thornby, 
the Housemaster, helps massively to 
produce the feel of School House that 
is recognised around King’s. Credit also 
goes to Mrs Thornby and her children 
(Sam and Hannah) for putting up with 
us all as the Housemaster’s flat is on the 
first floor, opposite the TV room, an 
extremely popular region of the house, 
especially in the evenings. 

Another beloved destination for Sixth 
Formers in particular is the kitchen 
on the bottom floor, which boasts a 
relatively new cooker. I take pleasure 
in saying that our cooking skills have 
improved no end since its arrival, as 
we have made a habit of using it after 
prep time on a Thursday. One notable 
invention from the ‘bottom kitchen’ 
(as we call it) is the mighty ‘Crad 
Burger’, named after one of my closest 
housemates, Conrad Manet ‒ a mouth-
wateringly delicious beef burger with 
bacon, cheese, lettuce and a secret and 
special sauce conjured up for School 
House 6bs.
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On a bright and sunny October 
Sunday, 150 School House OKS, 

including four Housemasters spanning 
over fifty years of the House’s history, 
gathered in the Mint Yard to celebrate 
the foundation of the King’s School’s first 
boarding house, 150 years ago.

The warmth of the day encouraged guests 
to mingle over pre-prandial drinks on 
the Mint Yard lawn, taking turns to tour 
the house 
and explore 
the huge 
collection of 
photographs 
laid out in 
the Stewart 
Room (or 
Fourth 
Front, as 
many of 
us knew 
it). Most 
searched for 
and found 
photos of themselves looking, in most 
cases, considerably younger and slimmer! 
Patrick Dudgeon (1942-47) took the 
prize for the earliest inhabitant of School 
House present at the Reunion but all 
ages were represented, with some current 
pupils and their parents also enjoying the 
party.  

As one of the relatively few ladies to 
have attended School House (as a day 
girl 1975-77) during the transitional 
years from 1974 to 1990 when the 
House helped pave the way for full co-
education at King’s, it was a joy to see 
so many of our small number sharing 
memories. In 1976, Three Little Maids 
from School House had driven Stewart 
Ross to distraction as he tried to keep us 
in order for the School’s production of 

The Mikado. 
All three had 
returned to 
haunt him: 
Pitti-Sing 
(Stefania 
Almansi: 
brilliant but 
not always 
entirely calm 
and sensible), 
Peep-Bo 
(Felicity Parker: 
enthusiastic but 
sadly lacking the 

musical skill of the others) and Yum-Yum 
(Sally-Ann Ardouin: practically perfect, 
fortunately). 

Before lunch in the School dining 
room, the Headmaster showed a 
canny understanding of his audience 
by referring to School House as truly 

School House Reunion

Dr. George Hamber and Patrick Dudgeon

Felicity Lyons
(SH 1975-77) reports on 

a well-attended 150th 

anniversary celebration.
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Head of House Harry Brownlees with his parents

Four Housemasters

the house, with a unique place in the 
history of the School. Glowing from 
this reinforcement, animated chats were 
had over a delicious lunch as each table 
(carefully seated according to vintage) 
reminisced on what made their particular 
decade so special.

Matt Thornby, Housemaster since 
2006, opened the post-lunch speeches, 
expressing the great sense of fulfilment 

he has enjoyed in running the house 
which, he suggested, “continues to set 
the standard after all these years”. He 
welcomed past Housemasters and their 
wives: John Goddard (1963-73) and 
Muriel (née Mallows 1968-70), Stewart 
Ross (1985-89) and Lucy, and Bill 
Browning (2000-06) and Victoria, passed 
on apologies from much-missed John 
Sugden (1973-85) and Andrew Dobbin 
(1989-2000) and thanked colleagues past 

and present. He took us 
back to the days, recorded 
by Edward Lucie-Smith 
in his autobiography The 
Burnt Child, when School 
House was a comfortless 
place, where “as we went 
to bed, our breath hung in 
the air in steamy clouds. 
We piled all the clothes we 
had on top of our blankets, 
and were still cold…” 
Not so now, although 
no doubt the boys will 
still complain!  Matt also 
acknowledged the (brief) 
contribution of the School 
House ladies, and added 
that co-education had 
produced boys for the 
next generation thanks to 
Marius Carboni (1975-80) 
and Anna Young (LN 1979-81) among 
others. Matt went on to pay tribute 
to School House OKS who had sadly 
died before their time, handing over to 
Andrew Lawrence (2004-09) who spoke 
movingly about Ian Levy (2005-09), who 
took his own life earlier this year. Oscar 
Blend (1985-89) later raised a toast to 
other absent friends.  

Finally we heard from Harry Brownlees, 
Head of House, who spoke warmly about 

what School House had done for him 
during the past five years and about the 
unique place he felt the House still held 
within the School. He noted that, while 
School House may not be recognised as 
“the best” academically, musically or on 
the sporting field, it retains a wonderful 
breadth of talent and a strong culture of 
inclusion, support and fun. He looked 
forward enthusiastically to the 200th 
anniversary.

a strong culture of 
inclusion, support 
and fun
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Jeremy with the Russian State Symphony Orchestra,  March 2014.

From Precinct to Podium
Glyndebourne has been touring opera 
to Canterbury’s revamped Marlowe 
Theatre since 2012, and last autumn I 
found myself with the good fortune to 
be conducting our production of La 
Traviata to packed houses there. In fact, 
it was the second such happy occasion at 
the Marlowe for me, the first being our 
Hänsel und Gretel which I conducted in 
2013. What a pleasure it was to be able 
to able to come back to the town where 
I was brought up, and to be able to show 
friends and colleagues round the school 
where I nurtured my interest in music. In 
fact, coming back as a tourist guide gives 
you a valuable sense of perspective. 

I was at King’s in the early ’90s, in 
a period when it’s fair to say there 
were cracks at the top of the Music 
Department, at least in my first few years. 
The current department is a wonder to 
behold, but by contrast we were shoved 
into a series of unsatisfactory rooms by 
Walpole, and suffered from a less than 

enlightened leadership followed by an 
interregnum. However, the hands-off 
nature of the department and the school 
as a whole allowed me to indulge in 
music in my own particular single-
minded way. I blindly and arrogantly 
forced my way through a series of 
unconnected ensembles and musical 
obsessions, early lute song one minute, 
free jazz or Bulgarian close harmony the 
next, my academic and instrumental 
teachers all the while nobly trying to 
steer me back to an interest in the core 
repertoire.

I developed a love of and familiarity with 
being deep inside musical textures by 
playing the viola in the ambitious School 
Orchestra (apologies to those nearby…); 
I made my first baby steps in conducting, 
encouraged by Colin Metters (Common 
Room 1991-2008) The house concerts 
that I curated were a hotchpotch, from 
the delightful and sometimes really quite 
good, to the uncomfortably try-hard. 

Jeremy Bines 
(MT 1990-95) returns 

to Canterbury 
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Everything was legitimate and nothing 
beyond scrutiny.  It was great fun, for me 
at least. 

At the piano, I was encouraged to be 
interesting rather than brilliant, and 
I think in a way that helped me get a 
foothold into the world of opera, where 
at the start of my career I found myself 
useful as a répétiteur – using the piano 
as a substitute orchestra in rehearsals, 
relying on finding the right colours, 
textures and flexibility rather than 
necessarily reproducing what’s on the 
page with glittering perfection.

In fact, it was the messiness of opera that 
attracted me to the art form in the first 
place. In my second term at Cambridge 
I found myself acting as répétiteur for 
a student production of L’elisir d’amore 
and entered a world of stagecraft, 
lighting, wigs, costumes and a lot of 
background noise – this was music to 
serve an immediate dramatic purpose, 
not just for its own sake, and it had a life 
beyond what I’d encountered so far. My 
apprenticeship continued at the London’s 
National Opera Studio, my journeyman 
years culminating in a three-
year stint on the 

music staff of the Royal Danish Opera in 
Copenhagen, a superb environment in 
which to immerse myself in some of the 
more large-scale works of the repertoire.  

Since joining Glyndebourne in 2009 
as Chorus Master, I’ve collaborated 
with such distinguished conductors as 
Mark Elder, Andrew Davis, and the late 
Charles Mackerras, as well as extensively 
with Vladimir Jurowski. An off-and-
on assistant of Jurowski’s, I’ve worked 
in rehearsal with two of his orchestras, 
the London Philharmonic and the 
Russian State Symphony 
Orchestra.

A highlight of my Glyndebourne career 
has been jumping in at short notice to 
conduct a performance of La Bohème 
when the advertised conductor fell ill 
during the 2012 Festival – walking up 
to the podium in those circumstances 
requires a lot of guts combined, 
paradoxically, with a total suppression of 
ego. I barely remember anything about it 
but I’m told it went well.

It was therefore with a sense of pride 
that I could bring my Glyndebourne 
colleagues back to my stunning home 
town and school and show them where it 
all began. Throughout my career I’ve not 
lost the independence of mind and joy 
of free discovery that I developed in my 
days at King’s through all their failures 
and successes, and I hope I never do.

I was encouraged 
to be interesting 
rather than brilliant 
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Going on to the stage is not the obvious 
chosen profession for an OKS. There 
have been some extraordinary success 
stories in the profession (Oliver Ford 
Davies, Tom Ward and Susie Trayling to 
name but a few), but in general OKS on 
the professional stage are a relatively rare 
breed. 

I’m often asked when it was that I knew 
I wanted to work in the theatre, and in 
truth it was after I left King’s that I really 
got the bug. But the seed, the first taste? 
That was in the Shirley Hall in the 1990 
school production of South Pacific in 
which I played Joe Cable. That was the 
first time I understood that it wasn’t 
enough to just sing sweetly and hit the 
notes. It was the combination of that and 
the telling of the story through the lyrics 
which really landed the show. On the 
back of the experience I went to Leeds 
University and joined every Drama 
Group I could. I had an insatiable desire 

to tell stories in straight plays, musicals, 
Shakespeare… anything. I was hooked. 

After completing my Music Degree I 
won a place on the Post Grad Acting 
course in Guildford where I shared a 
flat with my old study mate from King’s, 
James Waddell (SH 1986-91). We often 
joked how our lives were heading in such 
contrasting directions. He went shopping 
for text books on Law… I went shopping 
for tights and a dance belt… enough said.

In the last 19 years I’ve had a ball. I had a 
minor stumbling block at first as I had to 
change my name from Ben Young to Ben 
Goddard (Equity rules!) but I soon got 
used to that. I’ve been fortunate enough 
to work consistently across all manner 
of theatre, played lead roles in many 
West End shows (Jesus Christ Superstar, 
Sunset Boulevard, The Beautiful Game, 
Mousetrap etc…) and in 2013 I achieved 
my dream of being invited to the US to 

play Jerry Lee Lewis on the Broadway 
Tour of Million Dollar Quartet, a part I 
had previously played at the Noel Coward 
Theatre in town a year earlier. 

This brings me back to King’s. While in 
Memphis on the tour, I was asked in a 
press junket where I learnt to play the 
piano like Jerry Lee. It was a question 
I had been asked many times, and my 
stock answer was “My father is a huge 
Rock’n’Roll fan and he introduced me 
to the music etc etc”. But in Memphis, 
without pausing, I answered “Practice 
Room 2 under the Shirley Hall in 
Canterbury”. Which is true. Hours and 
hours I spent there. Every moment I 
could. Trying to get those licks down, 
which 20 years later I was able to put to 
good use. Who knew?

It was in those practice rooms that I 
rehearsed in a band for the first time, 
wrote my first song, hashed out my first 
orchestrations which are other skills I 
now use regularly as a Musical Director 
in theatre (I’ve been the resident MD 
at the New Wolsey in Ipswich for the 
last 15 years) and it was in those rooms 
that I dreamt of one day writing a show, 
a dream which last year I realized in 
the form of Midsummer Songs which 
had its premiere in the summer. And 
it was under the Shirley Hall that I first 
composed, which is something I now 
do for big corporations such as BP, 
Shell, Mondelez, Fujitsu, Phillips and 
Mercedes-Benz.

When I was there King’s was a 
phenomenal breeding ground for future 
lawyers, doctors, financiers, politicians, 
scientists and all manner of young 
professionals, but it was also (and I’m 
sure continues to be) a huge supporter of 
the Arts. From the School Orchestras to 
the House Song competition, from House 
Plays to the big summer shows in King’s 
Week, the Arts were ever present and the 
opportunities available to all.

Going on to the stage is not the obvious 
chosen profession of an OKS… but with 
the support I remember from my time at 
King’s… why not?

Mint Yard and Memphis
Ben Young (SH 1986-91), who performs under the stage name of Ben Goddard, reflects 
on a career that has taken him from the Shirley Hall to the West End and beyond.
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Inside King’s Drama
In the spring of 1996 I sat in the café 
opposite the Mint Yard Gate and 
wondered what life would be like 
working in a school. I had not long left 
drama school and having spent the 
previous autumn touring, the prospect of 
being in one place for a while was quite 
appealing. So now that I’ve been here 19 
years it is perhaps a good time to reflect 
on life within the drama department at 
King’s; the challenges, the changes and 
some of the highlights.

People often ask me about my favourite 
show. This is a question which is almost 
impossible to answer, although if pushed, 
it has to be the one which I am currently 
working on. The unique thing about my 
role is that the creativity of designing and 
building scenery, finding and making 
props and so on means that as soon as 
the first performance starts I am already 
clearing up and starting again. Such is the 
pace of life at King’s.

I remember the very first devised 
project that I worked on just like it was 
yesterday. It is without doubt working 
with the A level students and now Fifths 
on devised projects which is at the heart 
of the drama department and which 
very few people ever see. Drama has a 
fantastic ability of allowing young people 
to explore the tough social issues rarely 

matched by A*s. But whilst very few 
choose a career performing on the stage 
all will undoubtedly perform well in their 
chosen career.

I would like to think that ‘we don’t make a 
drama out of a drama’; there’s enough of 
that on the stage! The decision to produce 
two major shows in the Marlowe Theatre 
in recent years has demonstrated that. 
King’s supports adventurous ideas and 
projects with an underlying belief in our 
students, their capacity for work, talent 
and ‘King’s spirit’ which shines even 
when things are tough.

Me and my tape measure in the Mint 
Yard during May signals King’s Week 
is almost upon us again and with 
plans drawn up to convert the newly 
acquired Malthouse into a very exciting 
performance space, drama at King’s has a 
bright future.

Steve Bree is the 
School’s Stage 
Technician.
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Careers Talk: Formula 1 Engineering

On 2 December I had the pleasure of 
attending the OKS Careers Talk by OKS 
Tom Mackenzie. Tom is a performance 
manager at Mercedes-Benz High-
Performance-Powertrains ‒ a division 
of the Daimler Benz group supplying 
engines to four Formula 1 teams: 
Mercedes-AMG PETRONAS, Williams 
Martini Racing, Sahara Force India and 
Lotus. As a performance manager Tom is 
responsible for ensuring that all parts are 
where they need to be as they are needed, 
overseeing the development teams. 

Tom studied Mechanical Engineering 
at University and, following initial 
employment in a motor engineering 
firm, began work for what was then 
known as Ilmor Engineering, working on 
their V10 engines which produced over 
680 hp at around 13000 rpm. Working 
on these engines was exhilarating for 
Tom, who noted that when things went 
wrong during testing you would know 
about it in a hurry with oil and metal 
going everywhere. It was important 
to understand why engines ‘exploded’, 
constantly improve the engine design and 
find that extra bit of performance. Parts 
would be flown from Mercedes HPP in 
Brixworth in the morning to Mercedes-
Benz in Stuttgart, Germany; they would 
return in the evening for overnight 

development and then begin the cycle 
again the next morning.

When Ilmor was acquired by Mercedes 
and rebranded, new rules were brought 
in to ensure that engines lasted longer. 
Whereas previously two engines could 
be used in a single race weekend, now 
they had to last multiple race weekends, 
requiring extensive development work. 
In 2006 new rules meant that teams had 
to re-work their engines to a new V8 
formula, going from the 900 hp V10s 
to 750 hp 90 degree orientation V8s, 
providing a new challenge for Tom and 
his team. However, by the end of 2013, 
aided by the introduction of the KERS 
system, performance of the V8 engine 
was within 20% of V10 level. 

2014 represented an exciting opportunity 
for Tom and Mercedes with another 
change to the rules. Engines now need 
to conform to a new V6 formula and 
include an energy recovery system from 
the brakes and turbo. This charged a 
battery which provided a boost to the 
car through an electrical motor over 
the course of the lap equivalent to 160 
hp ‒ 160 hp equates to a good Mercedes 
saloon car. This is known as a powertrain 
as the power is now so much more than 
just an engine. 

Mercedes began development on the V6 
early. Tom explained that they decided 
to split the compressor from the turbo, 
connecting it to a shaft running down the 
V of the V6 with the electric motor in the 
middle. This novel idea is an incredible 
feat of engineering which essentially 
removes all turbo lag, gives the car a 
better centre of mass by allowing the gear 
box to be closer to the middle and so 
improves the handling of the car. It also 
gave Mercedes an edge of around 1%, 
equating to about 1 second per lap. This 
led to Mercedes-Benz being crowned 
Constructors’ Champions of 2014 and 
Lewis Hamilton claiming the Drivers 
Championship, in addition to breaking 
the record for most 1-2 finishes in a 
season, most podiums in a season and 
equalling the record for most wins in a 
year ‒ a phenomenal achievement. 

What inspired me most is that the team 
don’t put up their feet and take the winter 
off, they get straight back to work looking 
for the next area to improve, always 
striving for perfection and looking to stay 
one step ahead of the competition so that 
they can win again next year.

Tom Mackenzie (MR 1990-95) gave a talk on his career in the fast lane. Michael Hofmann  
(CY 2010 -  ) took notes.
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Cambridge University 
Reunion 2014
On the 3rd November, as many Cambridge OKS as were able to 
take time out of their busy schedules ventured to the Fountain to 
meet for a long-awaited drinks gathering. The special thing about 
King’s is that it helps its students to form friendships which last, so 
we all see each other relatively frequently anyway. However, the 
evening presented a lovely opportunity for us all to get together for 
an official reunion. I know that everyone really enjoyed themselves, 
and we are keen to make this into a termly event! Thank you to 
King’s for putting some money towards such a successful evening. 

OKS Careers Day – Get involved
The next OKS Careers Day will take 
place on Friday 12 June: 180 sixteen and 
seventeen year olds, a fair amount of 
attitude (but always politely wrapped up) 
plenty of coffee and biscuits, tea and  cake 
and food and ourselves. Following 
positive feedback about some new ideas 
trialled last year we’re looking at more 
ways to liven up the format, including 
giving the students structured tasks for 
before, during and after the day - ‘prep’ 
for Careers Day? Whatever next!

Four shared morning group sessions will 
be held around the School and then in 
the afternoon there will be a shortened 
careers ‘fair’ in Birley’s Pavilion, ending 
with a forum and opportunity for ‘one to 
one’ conversation. Last year ended with 
a really bright and lively afternoon and 
as always it’s a great opportunity to catch 
up with faces you know and meet other 
OKS. 

Giving up a full day is quite an ask and 
we truly appreciate the commitment 

made by the OKS who join us for the 
whole of the Friday but you can now 
offer your time for either the morning 
or the afternoon or both. Whether you 
can come along for the whole day or not, 
we hope you can join us for for a relaxed 
and entertaining lunch at the Abode 
Restaurant. 

We continue to extend a even more 
eager welcome to younger OKS and 
to female participants, who remain 
underrepresented.  More information 
about specific areas of employment that 
the current sixth form students are asking 
for advice about can be had from Kirsty 
Mason,  krm@kings-school.co.uk .

If you would like to be involved in this 
year’s Careers Day and/or would like to 
know more detail about how this year 
will work, please contact OKS Careers 
Representative Matthew Townshend 
(pictured), careers@oksmail.org.

Olivia Honychurch

Matthew Townshend (LN 1974-79)

Attendees were: Will Allen (TR 2007-12), Saskia Barnard (MT/HH 2008-13), Hannah Benton (BR 2006-11), 
Will Breeze (TR 2008-13), Harry Bruges (GR 2008-13), Sam Hewitt (MO 2007-12), Olivia Honychurch 
(LX 2007-12), Sigi Koerner (BR 2008-13), Maya Kolade (HH, 2008-13), Caspar Latham (MR 2011-13), 
Chris Lark (SH 2006-11), Bea Lundy (CY 2008-13), Jamie McPhie (CY 2007-12), Constance O’Neil 
(CY 2008-13), Cleodie Swire (MR 2007-12), Harry Taylor (GR 2010-12), Hannah Todd (JR 2007-12), 
Eleanor Warr (LX 2007-12), Hattie Wilson (BR 2008-13).

Cambridge University OKS Representative Olivia Honychurch 
(LX 2007-12) gathers together the OKS for a social evening.
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Three OKS 
are known to 
have served in 
the Waterloo 
Campaign, though 
probably only one 
in the battle itself. 

Thomas 
Hutchesson (1781-
1857) was the 
son of the Vicar 
of Northbourne. 
He was at King’s 
from 1790 to 1796 
and left to join the 
Royal Artillery. 
He served in the 
latter stages of the 
Peninsular War 
(1813-14). In 1815 
his company was 
one of many that 
were stationed 
in Canterbury 
before embarking 
at the end of May 
for Ostend. He remained there with the 
reserve battery and so was not involved 
in the battles. At the time of his death 
at Dover in 1857 he was a Lieutenant 
General and Colonel Commandant of 
the 13th battalion of the R.A. 

His two brothers were also at King’s. 
Francis Pery (1784-1852) became a 
surgeon, serving for a while with the 
army, including at Corunna. Henry 
John (1782-1863) was a Canterbury 
clergyman of note and acted as 
Headmaster of the School for a brief 
time in 1816. The fine sculpture of 
Pope Gregory and the angelic Angles in 
the lower chapel of St Augustine’s is a 
memorial to him. 

William Monins (1792-1857) was only 
at the King’s School for a year (1800-
01), but his Canterbury connections 
are notable. His father John Monins 
(KSC 1754-55) was responsible for 
building what is now Walpole House. 
His grandfather Richard Monins (KS 
1706-11) went on to be Headmaster 
from 1734 to 1747 and there is a copy of 
a portrait of him in the Shirley Hall. 

William joined the army in 1808 and 
served with the 52nd regiment in the 
Peninsular War. This was part of the 
light division, whose exploits feature 
prominently in memoirs of the period. 
He was at Vimeiro and the retreat to 
Corunna, and returned with Wellington 
at Talavera in 1809. Over the next three 
years he was involved in numerous 
engagements. William left the army in 
1812 but re-enlisted – as a cornet in 
the 18th Light Dragoons (Hussars) – in 
February 1815. (The School has recently 
acquired his commission (illustrated), 
signed by the Prince Regent.) He was 
thus in the Waterloo campaign, though 
it seems that he missed the battle itself. 
He then left the army in 1817, but 
served in the East Kent Militia and 
became a Deputy Lieutenant for the 
county. He died at Dover in 1857. 

Burke Cuppage (1794-1877) was the 
son of William Cuppage, a colonel in 
the Royal Artillery. He entered King’s 
in 1805, but it is not known when 
he left. He followed his father into 
the Artillery and served in the final 
stages of the Peninsular War. In the 
Waterloo campaign, he was a second 

lieutenant in Captain Bolton’s brigade. 
They had a significant role in the 
battle itself, helping to repel the final 
attack by Napoleon’s Imperial Guard. 
He remained in service, commanding 
the Royal Artillery in the South West 
district from 1857 to 1863. He was 
Lieutenant Governor of Jersey from 
1863 to 1868, returning to be Colonel 
Commandant of the Royal Artillery 
from 1868 until his death in 1877. He 
was knighted in 1875. 

His younger brother William (1796-
1856) joined the Royal Navy, and as a 
signal midshipman on HMS San Josef 
lost a leg in an engagement at Toulon 
in November 1813. He nonetheless 
continued his career, becoming a 
captain in 1830. His half-brother Robert 
Cairnes, not an OKS, was in the Royal 
Horse Artillery and killed at Waterloo. 
There are memorials to him in the 
north aisle of the nave in Canterbury 
Cathedral and at the Waterloo Church 
in Belgium. The latter – with its 
inscription “fratri optimo et carissimo” 
– was erected by Burke Cuppage. 

Peter Henderson’s series commemorates the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo. 

Unknown OKS no. 14: The Waterloo Men: Thomas 
Hutchesson, William Monins and Burke Cuppage
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OKS Football

There is something magical about 
returning to Birley’s for the annual OKS 
football match. For the first time in living 
memory, however, the 1st XI pitch was 
deemed unplayable and so we shifted to 
pastures new. In truth, the move from 
undulating and heavily sodden clay 
was probably welcome to older engines 
pitting their wits against those at least 
15 years younger. The OKS team, who 
are being tagged as the ‘draw specialists’ 
in Division 2 of the Arthurian League, 
are rebuilding: the young and confident 
mixed with several ‘journeymen’ with 
100+ appearances.

Conditions looked perfect, if a little 
cold, and it was going to take something 
special to beat MatchPint (shameless 
plug!) founder Leo Maclehose in goal – 
we just hoped he hadn’t used up all of his 
outrageous saves in the warm up.

Somewhat surprisingly, the game was 
not played at its customary frenetic pace. 
The OKS looked assured on the ball 
with the centre back pairing of Seb Clark 
and Rupert Colchester (joint men of the 
match ‒ the latter on his 99th appearance) 
mopping up any attacks; George Baker 
White offering a good outlet on the right 
side; and the outstanding Charlie Allen 
on his debut providing interceptions and 
plenty of determination. The OKS kept 
the ball well and were playing much of 
the football in the School’s half, although 
too many passes in the final third lacked 
precision. 

The breakthrough came after 25 minutes. 
The King’s keeper scuffed his goal kick 
and Robbie Chapman gratefully collected 
the ball, ran at three King’s defenders 
who parted as so many do when faced 
with his brilliant balance and ball control. 
He slotted past the keeper with a great 
finish. 1-0, and fully deserved. The 
OKS always looked capable of scoring 
again, though the King’s defence with 
their youthful pace were growing in 
stature. Sam Calvert continued to play 
thoughtfully neat passes, and Dan 
Gilmore sat deep to sweep up any threats. 
The OKS’s second came courtesy of John 
Hillier, who prodded home from close 
range after a cross from the right. In 
truth, it was a gift to the OKS veteran, 
gratefully taken. 2-0 and half-time.

The team talk centred around doing the 
same things and doing them well. (It also 
allowed us a glimpse of the OKS 2nd XI 
scoring a wonderful team goal, showing 
the strength in depth of the squad!) After 
a good spell in which the ever-dynamic 
Peter Chiana had the ball in the net with 

a great volley (but was adjudged offside) 
and John Erridge made several probing 
runs, the OKS began to fade. The School’s 
teamwork, passing and superior energy 
levels were starting to show. A moment 
of OKS madness earned the School their 
deserved breakthrough. A loose ball 
from Robbie Chapman landed at the feet 
of the King’s striker, who subsequently 
raced through on goal and finished with 
aplomb when faced with the 6ft 3in 
MacLehose.

Could King’s come back to snatch the 
first draw since 2011? The OKS midfield 
tired, and the School camped in their 
half. Chances came: one from a corner, 
snatched wide, another from a free 
kick, parried brilliantly around the post 
by MacLehose. As the game became 
increasingly stretched and with King’s 
pushing forward, Colchester cleared 
an attack and the ball fell fortuitously 
for Erridge, who nicked the ball past 
the keeper for 3-1. There was still time 
for the obligatory Gilmore yellow card 
(he moves clear of Robbie as the “All-
Time Most Booked”), and some dodgy 
late challenges in frustration. The final 
whistle was blown though, and the 
victory went to the OKS, who on the day 
played the better football and showed 
greater composure both on the ball and, 
when it most mattered, in front of goal.

As the OKS Football Club closes in on 
its 200th game, and its ninth full year 
in the Arthurian League, we remain as 
keen as ever for new blood, whatever 
your standard. The current team ranges 
from 18-35 years old, and is a fantastic 
Saturday activity in and around London. 
Please contact Rupert Colchester, 
footballcaptain@oksmail.org, if you’d like 
to give it a go.

Football 1st XI, Back row (L-R): Seb Clark, Jonathan Erridge, Leo MacLehose, Charlie Allen, Robbie 
Chapman, Sam Calvert
Front row, (L-R): Dan Gilmore, Rupert Colchester, John Hillier, George Baker White, Peter Chiana

John Hillier (MO 1993-98) 
reports on an ‘assured’ 
display of football at the 
annual OKS v KSC match.

Football 2nd XI, Back row (L-R): Ally Edmondson, Harry Coombe, Ronnie Reid, Olla Tennant, 
Kieran Premnath, Luke Arnold, Renwick McAslan 
Front row, (L-R): Felix Cohen, Simon Englander, Tom Tynan, Patch Clews, Archie Todd
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As part of King’s Week celebrations, the 
Swimming Department is holding a 
swimming gala and would love to hear 
from OKS, pupils and staff who would 
be interested in participating. The event 
takes place at the King’s Recreation 
Centre on Sunday 28 June at 11am. 
Events include 50m and 25m freestyle, 
back and breast, 25m butterfly, and mixed 
medley and freestyle relays. There will be 
some refreshments afterwards in the bar 
at the Recreation Centre which will give 
everyone a chance to catch up with old 
friends.

If you are interested, please email Pam 
Murray pm@kings-school.co.uk

A new OKS Rugby Club, captained by 
Freddy Clode (TR 2006-2011), has been 
set up. The OKS Rugby team will initially 
enter the Surrey Reserve Leagues, giving 
a season of fixtures, before entering 
Surrey RFU Leagues. If you would like 
to get involved in OKS Rugby, please 
contact Freddy (pictured) on rugby@
oksmail.org.

8 May 2015  
OKS Sailing Club Launch
and AGM
KSC 18.30

7 June 2015 
OKS Summer Sports Day 
Cricket, Tennis and Fencing 
Birley’s, and the Green Court  

26 June 2015  
Round the Island Race 
Cowes, Isle of Wight

31 August 2015 
Cronk-Cunis Rugby Tournament  
Richmond Athletic Ground

19 September  2015 
OKS v KSC Dinghy Racing  
Westbere Lakes, Sturry nr Canterbury 

2-4 October 2015  
Arrow Trophy Regatta 
Cowes, Isle of Wight  

give OKS 
rugby a Try SPORTING 

DIARY 
DATES

King’s Week 
Swimming Gala

New beginnings for OKS Sailing
Calling all OKS – perfect your bowline 
and learn to recognise your running 
rigging with the new Sailing Club.  
Whether you are a complete beginner or 
experienced sailor the Club has been set 
up to encourage OKS and their spouses/
partners to pick-up a new pastime or 
polish up their technique but above all 
enjoy sailing.  Learning courses can be 
arranged as well as social flotilla’s, the 

Club will be flexible to the needs of 
its members. The Club is keen to hear 
from anyone interested irrespective 
of experience to help us develop an 
attractive sailing programme. There 
will also be a healthy participation in 
sailing events such as the Round The 
Island Race. The Club will launch at 
King's on Friday 8 May with a talk by 
Miranda Merron (MO 1985-87) winner 

of Class 40 transatlantic races in 2014, 
on “Ocean Racing and other adventures”, 
followed by a buffet dinner which is free 
for members.  Annual membership is 
£25 for OKS and associate members. 
Membership for under 25s is £10. If 
you would like to join the OKS Sailing 
Club, please contact the Club Secretary, 
Richard Maltby, sailingsecretary@
oksmail.org


