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nEWS of OKS

»

We want to hear your 
news and so do your 
fellow OKS.

Share your family announcements, 
career moves or achievements 
be they sporting, artistic or 
otherwise with your fellow OKS 
by contacting Elaine Lynch.

T: 01227 595672
E: etl@kings-school.co.uk
W: www.oks.org.uk

 facebook.com/oks.canterbury
 twitter.com/OKSAssociation
 linkedin.com/groups?gid=35681

OKS have been busy over the 
Summer with great achievements 
in the arts from film making to 
musical theatre production and 
photographic exhibitions. To 
feature your news please contact 
Elaine Lynch (see below) or fill 
in the form on the back page. 

Offcuts  and For The  Record 
are edited by Stephen Woodley 
(Common Room 1969-98), assisted 
by an Editorial Committee of Felicity 
Lyons, Chair (SH 1975-77), Peter 
Henderson (Common Room 1969  - ), 
and Kirsty Mason (until August 
2017) with further support from Paul 
Pollak (Common Room 1950-88).

1940s

JANET BARLOW (née Janet Shirley, 
KS 1945-46), who has the distinction 
of being the first girl to have had 
part of her schooling at King’s, has 
written to say that she is now having 
to learn to be a widow after the recent 
death of her husband Dick, a DSc 
research chemist and university 
don, a talented amateur musician, 
much liked and loved, whom she 
met when they were both studying 
at Oxford; but that her sons and 
grandchildren have been miraculous.  
Janet is the daughter of Canon John 
Shirley, the celebrated headmaster 
of King’s. On leaving school she went 
on to Oxford University and then 
Edinburgh; and now lives in Cumbria. 
She is a distinguished translator 
of medieval and modern French 
literature, drawing on historical 
source material; and writes children’s 
fiction for nine year olds and above. 
Her highly praised translation of The 
Song of Roland, a classic of medieval 
literature, was described as fun to 
read, ‘scenes of battle and betrayal 
roll in front of the eye like a feature 
film’; and she is currently working on 
a translation of a history of the dukes 
of Normandy and kings of England, 
from the first Norse invaders of 

Normandy down to the time of King 
John and Magna Carta. Written in 
1217, it promises to be a cracking 
tale, to be published next year by 
Routledge. Her children’s books are 
adventure stories, the first set in the 
Neolithic heyday of Stonehenge, 
others in Tudor times: for details go 
to her website www.french-translator.
co.uk.

1950s

THOMAS MARK DUNN (GR 1952-
56) is in his words “pushing 80, 
retired but active in the county (West 
Sussex).” Mark was Chairman of the 
West Sussex County Council and 
Sussex Police Authority and is now 
busy with the National Park Authority 
for the South Downs. Mark reports 
that his brother CHARLES DUNN 
(GR 1956-61) is busy in Cumbria and 
“my sons Duncan and Luke, both 
OKS, are thriving. My grandfather Sir 
Fairfax Luxmoore (KSC 1889-93) was 
of course OKS, so three generations 
span 150 years!”

*
MICHAEL MORPURGO (GL 1957-
62) is the subject of an exhibition at 

RICHARD MURPHY (MO 1941-
42) writes: “Two books are being 
published in the next few months 
in celebration of my 90th birthday 
(6 August 2017) and Canterbury 
figures in both. The first is called 
In Search of Poetry, published 
by the Clutag Press in Thame, 
Oxfordshire. There’s a chapter 
relating to my time as a chorister 
in the Cathedral (1937-1940). 
The book is about the process 
of writing poetry and it was 
Canterbury Cathedral that ‘tuned 
my ear for poetry’. The other is 
an entirely new edition from the 
Cork University Press called The 
Kick, A Memoir. This updates the 
same memoir published in 2002 
by Granta Books. There’s a candid 
account of my turbulent wartime 
adolescence at the King’s School 
under Shirley in the Carlyon Bay 

Hotel in this book.” The author’s 
contemporaries may recognise a 
piece of King’s slang in the title.
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»

»

NICHOLAS BROWNE 
(LX 1961-66), also known 
under his pen name 
Nicholas Best, escorts 
his daughter Kit up the 
aisle at St Mary the Virgin 
Church, Great Shelford, 
Cambridgeshire for 
her marriage to Chris 
Jordan. On the right is her 
godfather MIKE DOVER 
(LX 1962-67). Look 
carefully and you can 
see that Nicholas wore 
his school pinstripes for 
the occasion. “Fifty years 
on, not every OKS can do 
that! My daughter is from 
an OKS family on both 
sides. Her mother, now 
a Professor at Harvard, 
had a brother at King’s 
BENJAMIN BELL (GL 
1966-70).”

the Victoria and Albert Museum of 
Childhood at Bethnal Green. Michael 
Morpurgo: A Lifetime in Stories 
includes notebooks and manuscripts, 
original drafts, adaptations, scripts 
and artwork, as well as Joey, the 
original life-size puppet from the 
National Theatre’s stage version of 
War Horse. Michael was also Rob 
Cowan’s guest on Radio 3’s Essential 
Classics programme at the end of 
August. He recalled singing under 
Edred Wright and played ‘The Silver 
Swan’ by Orlando Gibbons. The 
exhibition runs until 25 February 
2018. 

*
MARTIN MAYER 

(SH 1959-
1963) was a 

boarder at 
School 
House 
and 
became 
deputy 
house 

captain. 
He was 

initially 
interested in 

sport and won the 
800 yards under 15s race in 1960. 
He later played for the 1st hockey 
XI. He studied French, German and 

English at A Level and won a place 
at Worcester College, Oxford in 1963. 
Before starting at university, he spent 
six months in Italy where he became 
friends with two budding Japanese 
film directors and developed a 
strong interest in films. He later 
attended the London Film School 
where his passion for photography 
really developed. Martin started his 
professional career on The Workers 
Press in 1970, covering many political 
and industrial stories all over the 
UK and Northern Ireland for The 
Times, The Sunday Times and The 
Independent. Martin recently held 
an exhibition – Memories in Black & 
White – at Conquest House in Palace 
Street, not far from King’s. 

*

1960s

JOHN PAINE (LN 1960-64) writes 
of his sadness at the death of 
Nigel Hall (See Obituaries) and 
sends a copy of the 1964 House 
photo which pictures Nigel, 
Jonathan Horsfall Turner and 
Tony Moggach, all three of whom 
have died recently. “The picture 
also shows our prowess at Rugby at 
that time with Tony Bragg, Bruce 
Wills and John Morris, all 1st XV 
players. Also John Hutchinson and 

Graham Jaggers to follow suit in 
1966. Not to mention John Kilbee 
(cricket), Richard Ralph (diplomat) 
and Martin Mansergh, later a top 
politician in Ireland. It was quite 
a mixture!” Richard is now based 
in Hong Kong where he runs Fine 
Vintage (Far East) Ltd, a fine wines 
merchant. 

*
ROGER KAYE QC (GR 1961-64) 
switched Leeds for the British Virgin 
Islands earlier in the year, working 
as High Court Commercial Judge. 
Roger took Silk in 1989 and retired as 
a Specialist Circuit Judge in 2016.

*
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JEREMY BLANFORD (LN 1967-70) has now finished his year as Master of 
the Worshipful Company of Cordwainers, a City Livery Company dating 
back to 1272. “It was a fantastic experience, and my main aim of getting more 
members of the Company participating in events throughout the year truly 
paid off with over £60,000 raised for the Royal Marsden Cancer Charity.” 
Jeremy attended many functions across the UK this year and it was during 
one of these events that he realised there were in fact two other OKS Livery 
Masters in office during 2016/17. They were ROD KENT (SH 1961-65), Master 
of the Worshipful Company of Pewterers, and GEORGE CLARKE (SH 1967-
71), Master of the Worshipful Company of Cutlers.

*
STEPHEN WILLIAMSON (MR 1967-
72) tells us that his great-grandfather 
was one of five brothers at King’s 
in the 1860s/70s. “The brothers are 
all in the 1931 Register and some of 
their photos are in the Mitchinson 
archive. They were Stephen, Silas, 
John, Charles and Henry. Henry was 
an excellent cricketer and after he left 
played in an OKS team. One thing we 
do have is a prize book (1st form prize 
in 1867 signed by John Mitchinson) 
titled Shipwrecks of the Royal Navy 
1793-1857 when the earlier Stephen 
would have been 11. The outside has 

the Christ 
Church coat 
of arms 
embossed 
on it. I 
wonder if 
anybody 
has an 
older 
King’s 
School 
prize than 
this?”

A note from the Archivist: “The 
earliest prize in the Archives was 
given to Thomas Woodruff in 1817. 
Thomas died the same year. CE 
Woodruff of Woodruff & Cape was 
the son of Thomas’s brother. As to 
brothers (and sisters) at the School, 
there are many examples of five 
siblings (at least 15, probably more). 
There are also quite a few sixes (at 
least half a dozen and possibly more). 
As to seven I’ve found the Curling 
brothers (1763-76), Fowler brothers 
(1861-67), and Crowther brothers 
(1871-81), as well as the very recent 
De Haans (4 boys, 3 girls). But the 
winners (so far) are the eight Flints, 
here between 1856 and 1877 – the 
sons of Frederick Flint, brewer of 
Canterbury.” 

*
STEPHEN BARLOW (GR 1968-72) 
has had a busy summer, working 
at Buxton but most of all attracting 
national attention for conducting the 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 
in a new production of Die Walküre 
for the inaugural season of Grange 
Park Opera at West Horsley. “Barlow’s 
interpretation, a little ponderous in 
Act 1, built with immense power to 
the climactic fire music of the finale” 
(The Observer).

(L-R) George, Rod and Jeremy KEITH PLUNKETT (SH 1968-72) 
became engaged to Rosemary 
Sibbald on 11 December 2016.

*
STEPHEN J. HARRISON (GL 1968-73) 
writes; “After four years working as a 
Repetiteur at Covent Garden I came 
to Germany in 1981 hoping to become 
a conductor. I did indeed conduct 
several operas over the years, first 
in Frankfurt, then in Gelsenkirchen, 
and then finally in Düsseldorf, where 
I have been engaged since 1988. I 
decided quite soon that conducting 
was not really the thing for me, and 
have been the Opera Director since 
1992. In this position I am responsible 
for the planning and for the casting 
and am artistically the right hand of 
the Intendant. The Deutsche Oper 
am Rhein has the biggest ensemble 
in Germany and we perform in both 
Düsseldorf and Duisburg, which 
makes the planning very complex, 
but as you may remember, I was 
always very interested in timetables! 
I was fascinated with the plan which 
R.W. Harris used to make for the 
school, and could for many years 
still remember my complete school 
timetables! That has come in very 
useful in my present job, where one 
has to coordinate soloists, chorus 
and two orchestras together with the 
technicians, wardrobe and indeed all 
other departments whilst honouring 
all the different types of contracts. 
I am also still an active pianist, 
regularly accompanying singers 
in recitals. You can find me on our 
home page www.operamrhein.de. 
My wife Marta Márquez is a singer 
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» in the company here and comes 
from Puerto Rico. The fact that we 
have been together in the company 
here for so long is a great bonus for 
us both. My two children were both 
born in Germany, and have followed 
completely different careers – my 
daughter is a vet and my son an 
engineer!”

*
MARTIN VYE (Common Room 
1969-95) has stepped down after 
28 years on the Kent County 
Council. He was also a Canterbury 
District Councillor (1995-2011), a 
parliamentary candidate in 1992 and 
1997, and served as Lord Mayor of 
Canterbury (2004-05). Martin came 
to King’s in 1969 when he was offered 
a job teaching Russian and German 
and later became Housemaster of 
Walpole from 1978-90. In 1979 Martin 
joined the Liberal Party and won the 
Canterbury City South division at the 
county council elections in 1989. 

1970s

BOB BATTERSBY (MO 1970-74) 
writes in praise of Peter Willis, and 
asks that condolences be passed to 
the family along with thanks for Bob’s 
own enjoyable, if brief, career as an 
oarsman. Though “I never graduated 
to Eights I spent a lot of time coaching 
and rowing stroke in numerous 
Fours”; but “the greatest pleasure 
was to take one of Peter’s beautifully 
crafted and balanced Sculls and drift 
down the Stour on a warm summer’s 
afternoon. The craftsmanship 
that went into all the boats he 
constructed—seasoned woods, 
wafer-thin veneers, brass screws and 
fittings—make today’s carbon fibre 
boats seem crude in comparison.”

*
NICHOLAS FARRELL (LX 1971-76) 
has lived in Italy for many years and 
his views are not always everyone’s 
favourite glass of Chianti. But a 
trenchant article in The Spectator 
(22.7.17) posed a question many 
people are bound to ask at a time of 
mass migration from Africa: are the 
charities and NGOs being socially 
responsible in bringing so many 
migrants to Lampedusa? Italy carries 
the burden, “with France and Austria 
reneging on the Schengen agreement 
by reintroducing border checks.”

*

WILLIAM HARRISON (GR 1971-75) 
writes: “In a varied career, highlights 
have been teaching English and 
Drama to visually impaired students 
(including taking a production to the 
Edinburgh Fringe in 1997), training 
English teachers in Abu Dhabi, 
and writing English Grammar and 
Writing text books for a Lebanese 
international education company 
in Beirut. I have been a writer all my 
life (masterfully taught by Stephen 

Woodley, though he may well not 
remember me; although I did babysit 
his children a couple of times!), and 
my first novel, Eyes of the Blind – a 
thriller about corruption in a national 
charity with a blind protagonist – 
was published in 2016 under the 
pen name Alex Tresillian. I have 
a contract for the sequel, and am 
writing it in Worcestershire, where I 
live.” (The Editor is appreciative!)

*

GUY ALLAN (LN 1972-77) 
attended the Passchendaele 
commemorations in July. He writes:
“I will always remember the citation 
in my grandfather’s study – it was 
from the King and related to the 
loss of his brother (my great uncle) 
Lance Corporal Hugh Tindall HAC 
at the Second Battle of Ypres in 1915. 
So my wife and I were delighted 
to be among the 200 guests to be 
chosen in the ballot to attend the 
Passchendaele commemorations 
on the Sunday in 
Ypres and at Tyne 
Cot Cemetery on 
the Monday. We 
made sure that we 
stood as close as 
possible to panel 
9 at the Menin 
Gate which bears 
my great uncle’s 
name amongst the 
many thousands 
of others. School 
Archivist Peter 
Henderson had 
provided me 
with the names 
of two OKS 
commemorated 
at Tyne Cot and it 
was my mission 
to find them and 
pay my respects 
on behalf of the 
OKS Association. 
Captain James 
Stockton was 
killed on 22 
August 1917 at the 
battle and Captain 
Cecil Woodhouse 
was killed a year 
later. I placed two 
simple crosses 

at the base of their panels. I spoke 
to a lady whose own great uncle’s 
name was on the same panel and in 
the same regiment and she told me 
he died on the same day as James. 
They must have known each other 
and maybe even died together. That 
brief meeting was quite emotional. 
So where did I acquire my interest 
in military history? From those 
excellent teachers that I had at 
King’s, namely Brian Turner and 
David Reid!”
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NICK LYONS (BR/LN 1972-77) has 
been elected Alderman of the City 
of London for Tower Ward. Nick 
is pictured with his Beadle who is 
holding the mace for the Ward of 
Tower.  “As you will see, it is a solid 
silver representation of the Tower 
of London, dating back to the time 
of Charles II and on its shaft are 
inscribed the names of all of the 
Aldermen for the Ward of Tower 
dating back to then.  The Beadle used 
to be the Alderman’s Enforcer back 
in the olden days; today, he joins me 
for eight ceremonial events in the 
Aldermanic calendar and acts as my 
protector (dangerous place, the City 
of London!)”

Three OKS met up 
in Bermuda in June. 
JOHN LOWE (SH/
TR 1973-77) lives in 
Bermuda and runs Salt 
Kettle Guest House. 
IAN MACDONALD-
SMITH (GL 1977-82) 
also lives in Bermuda 
and has been a fine art 
photographer for 30 
years. Work brought 
ALEXIS HOWARD 
(GL 1979-83) to the 
island (sailing as 2 i/c 
the 100’ maxi yacht Leopard 3 during the Americas Cup) and by coincidence 
he stayed at John’s guest house and found out John Lowe was an OKS and 
friends with Ian MacDonald-Smith.

(L-R) Ian MacDonald-Smith, John Lowe, Alexis Howard

HUBERT PRAGNELL 
(Common Room 1973-2002) 
has been awarded a Ph.D. by 
the University of York history 
department for a thesis on 
19th century railway history, 
Early British Railway Tunnels: 
the Implications for planners, 
landowners and passengers 
between 1830 and 1870. He 
continues to teach part-time 
courses on the history of 
architecture for the Oxford 
University Department for 
Continuing Education, and 
has just won Ist prize in the 
Kellogg College photographic 
competition for a picture of 
St Paul’s Cathedral at sunset 
from the roof of the commercial 
block in New Change. He is 
having a painting reproduced 
as the Canterbury Cathedral 
Christmas card 2017. He has 
also been occasionally wheeling 
his grandson, Sebastian, round 
the Precincts, ‘soaking up the 

atmosphere’, whilst Charlotte, 
the OKS President, attends OKS 
meetings.

JAMES STEVEN (GL 1975-79) 
is Academic Dean at Sarum 
College, a centre for Christian 
theology and research in the 
Cathedral Close of Salisbury. 
He writes: “somehow working 
in the shadow of English 
Cathedrals is a habit I have 
never kicked!”

YSENDA MAXTONE GRAHAM (SH 
1978-80) found herself wishing that 
more authors would stick to writing 
short books, in her piece in the 
Sunday Telegraph 13.8.17.

*
COMMODORE TOBY WILLIAMSON 
(MR 1978-82) retired from the Royal 
Navy in 2017 and is now Chief 
Executive of the Fishmongers’ 
Company, one of the Twelve Great 
Livery Companies in the City of 
London. Formerly he was Equerry 
to Her Majesty the Queen from 
1995-98, an exacting period in 
national life, Commanding Officer 
of the Royal Naval Air Station at 
Culdrose, Cornwall, from 2010-11 and 
completed his naval career as Head of 
Operational Training.

*
WESLEY STACE (MO 1979-83) 
maintained his eclectic reviewing for 
the TLS by quoting former Archbishop 
Rowan Williams on the joys of 
listening to the psychedelic folk group 
The Incredible String Band: their 
songs were “a discovery of the holy”.
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1980s

In the topsy-turvy general election, 
both NATASCHA ENGEL (MT 1983-
85) in North East Derbyshire and 
JAMES BERRY (MR 1996-2001) in 
Kingston and Surbiton lost their 
seats. For the first time since the 1997-
2001 Parliament there is no OKS in 
the House of Commons. 

*
JAMES DEL MAR (GR 1983-88) 
continues to have an influential role 
with Knight Frank, and has been 
editing its flagship Rural Report, 
twice-yearly for rural landowners.

*

GILES BONES (GL 1984-89) 
paid an extortionately high 
price for renting a car abroad 
and decided it was time to make 
some changes. Two years later, 

Giles is International Relations 
Manager for the comparison 
website MyTripCar, which helps 
holidaymakers find the best 
deals and avoid the same costly 
experience he faced. Residing in 
Kent when working from the UK, 
Giles is helping to expand the 
business. “Monthly reservations 
are growing at a fantastic rate and 
the firm, whose main strength is 
Europe and Australia, is currently 
opening up in the huge US 
market.” The car rental market 
is now valued at £47 billion and 
Giles hopes to continue the success 
of MyTripCar, never forgetting 
why he became involved with the 
company in the first place.

*
NICOLA SHAW (LN 1985-87) cycled 
46 miles in September as part of 
the last leg of the Tour de Grid, 
setting off from her London office 
to the Isle of Grain. “This leg is 

46 miles and there are 46 million 
people around the world living with 
Alzheimer’s. That number is set to 
double every 20 years without further 
medical breakthroughs. Research 
is desperately underfunded so your 
support would be hugely welcome.” 
Nicola has raised over £5,000 so far 
for the Alzheimer’s Society. https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
nicola-shawng

*

SARAH CLARKE QC (LX 1987-
89) read Law at the University 
of Durham and was called to the 
Bar in 1994 by the Honourable 
Society of the Inner Temple. She 
was made a Recorder of the Crown 
Court in 2012 and a Bencher of 
the Inner Temple in 2013. She was 
appointed as a Queen’s Counsel 
in this year’s list and was sworn in 
on 13 February 2017. Her practice 
areas are principally financial 
services, insider dealing and 
investment fraud.

*
DR NICK SHEPLEY (TR 1987-92) was 
rewarded with a favourable review in 
the TLS for his book on the enigmatic 

novelist Henry Green: “an intelligent, 
elegant book”, the reviewer called it. 
(Nick continues to play an athletic 
game of squash and of tennis too.)

*
RACHEL LEWIN (née DINWIDDY, 
WL 1989-91) provides the drawings 
for The Green Flash, an unusual new 
short story set on St Agnes, the most 
remote of the Scilly Isles, where she 
and her husband Piers have run the 
warmly welcoming Downs Cottage 
Guest House for some years.

1990s

FRANK PAUL (SH 1998- 2003) artist, 
and father to daughter Eve, born last 
year, is also the author of The Cryptic 
Pub Quiz. Since 2016, The Mill in 
Cambridge has hosted an unusually 

fiendish pub quiz: questions might 
take the form of poems hiding 
anagrams, 11+ exam-style analogies 
(but a lot more fun), or a round may 
allow contestants to use each letter 
of the alphabet only once. Frank 
has chosen the best to include in his 
book such as: What is the smallest 
four-digit prime number, as well as 
the largest number to make a valid 
English word when written in Roman 
numerals? Which Wiltshire-based 
team is the only one in the English 
Football League not to contain any of 
the letters of the word mackerel? It is 
to be published in October by Gerald 
Duckworth & Co Ltd.  

*
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EDD FLOWER (LN 1998-2003) 
ran the Hastings Half Marathon 
with mathematics teacher Richard 
Johnson on 19 March in aid of Dig 
Deep, a small charity founded in 
2006-2007 by fellow OKS PETER 
FITZSIMMONS (LN 1998-2003). Dig 
Deep provides sustainable energy, 
water and sanitation solutions to 
rural communities in Kenya and, 
since its founding, has gone on to 
make a difference to people’s lives 
throughout the region. “Richard and 
I completed the run in 2 hours and 
20 minutes, not assisted in the least 
by the headwinds in the last few 
miles or by the hills, which we had 
certainly underestimated. Altogether, 
including Gift Aid, we managed to 
raise nearly £1500. This is enough 
to cover a quarter of the cost of 
providing a school of 120 with clean 
water, toilet block and sanitation 

training. To 
everyone 
who donated 
I would 
like also to 
pass on the 
heartfelt 
thanks of the 
people at Dig 
Deep.” To 
find out more 

about Dig Deep and the work it does, 
please follow this link: http://www.
digdeep.org.uk/

ROBIN BAILEY (SH 1999-2004) sang 
the tenor role in Canterbury Choral 
Society’s performance of Bach’s 
Magnificat in Canterbury Cathedral 
on 29 April. Robin plays the lead role 
of Gooner in a new opera based on 
Fever Pitch, Nick Hornby’s memoir 
about the life of an Arsenal Football 
Club fan. The opera premiered at the 
Union Chapel in Highbury, North 
London in September.

*
2000s

(L-R):  Lizz Humphreys (née Graves, LX 1999-2004), Russell, Alexandra Alberti 
(née Demper, LX 1999-2004), Chloe Arabella, Max Thompson
(GR 2000-05), Katie Steibelt (HH 1999-2004), Francesca.

WILLIAM JENNINGS 
(TR 2001-06) became engaged to 
Stephanie Rowe on 26 March in 
Bruges beside one of the windmills – 
a stop-off during a cycling trip around 
the old city. 

*
JOLYON MARTIN (LN 2005-10) has 
won the Cambridge University Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year 2017. Jolyon 
is a PhD student working on building 
a platform to generate therapeutic 
antibodies for animals. In 2017 he 
travelled to Washington DC to speak 
at the Canine and Feline Genetics 
and Genomics conference at the 
University of Minnesota.

WILL PARRISH (GL 2001-06) took top 
honours with his teammate Robert 
Bellamy at the Cannes Young Lions 
competition. Competitors were given 
24 hours to answer a brief set by a non-
profit organisation with over 400 teams 
taking part. Will and Robert fought 
off tough competition from across the 
world to win gold in the media category. 
Their topic was about bringing letter 
writing to a young generation. Will is 
Strategy Director at IPG Mediabrands 
and has been competing in the Young 
Lions competition for several years.

CHLOË AUGUST (LX 1999-2004) married Greg Double on 26 August at Patrixbourne Church (nr Canterbury). Chloe 
met Greg whilst working at Frank PR a few years ago. Russell Webber (TR 1999-2004) was Man of Honour. Arabella 
Jennings (HH 1999-2004) and Francesca Kozul-Wright (WL 1999-2004) were bridesmaids.

Edd and Peter (Edd on the left)

Will Parrish (right)
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ASHITHA NAGESH (MT 
2003-08) married Nolan 
MacGregor at Cameron 
House, Loch Lomond, on the 
25 March, ahead of an Indian 
wedding in Bangalore.

Jac (centre)

»

»

JAC CLINCH (CY 2005-10) attended 
Cannes in 2016 with his graduation 
film from the National Film and 
Television School, where he had 
studied Directing Animation MA. 
His team were in the Cinefondation 
selection for new 
directors. Since the 
premiere of The Alan 
Dimension, a film about 
a retired accountant who 
can see the future but uses 
his gift to foresee more 
mundane events such 
as what’s for breakfast 
tomorrow, it has been 
screened at over 50 film 
festivals around the world 

and collected a few prizes along the 
way, including a nomination for 
a BAFTA in the Short Animation 
Category. You can find out more 
about Jac at: http://jclinch.co.uk/THE-
ALAN-DIMENSION

*
BENEDICT DAVEY (GL 2002-07) 
became engaged to VICTORIA 
BARTLEY (LX 2002-2007) on 
Studland Beach in Dorset in March 
this year and they are “planning a 
wedding for summer 2018.”

*
LAWRENCE PERCIVAL (LN 2003-
08) passed his viva for his D.Phil. 
at Oxford University in June. His 
research has been into understanding 
ancient volcanism through the study 
of trace elements left by it, including 
Mercury and Osmium. His most 
recent paper has earnt media interest, 
including an interview on BBC World 
Service’s “Newshour” programme on 
19.06.17. The Science News section 
on the BBC website featured it under 
the heading “Volcanoes triggered 
dawn of the dinosaurs’’. Lawrence will 
shortly start post-doctoral research at 
Lausanne University in Switzerland. 
See brother Andrew’s entry for a 
picture. 

*
CHARLOTTE HAMBLIN (LX 2004-
09), who is pictured on the front 
cover, will next be seen on stage in the 
titular role of the West End’s revival 
of Miss Julie opening in November 
this year. The play, a new version 
by Howard Brenton and directed by 
Tom Littler, runs at the Jermyn Street 
Theatre until December after a run in 
Keswick at Theatre by the Lake. 
Charlotte has recently finished 

The 2007 cohort met up at the Oyster Shed bar this summer in London for 
their 10th anniversary reunion. Thanks to BEN DAVEY (GL 2002-07) and 
EMMA TURNER (HH 2002-07) for keeping us in the loop.
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filming on BBC One mini-series 
McMafia. The highly anticipated 
new drama stars James Norton and is 
due to air in the UK and the US early 
next year. As a writer, Charlotte is in 
development on a TV project with 
Left Bank Pictures (The Crown) and 
is writing with Merlin creator Jake 
Michie on a venture with Pure Grass 
Films. Charlotte is also one of the 
Soho Theatre Writers for 2017.

*

ANDREW PERCIVAL (TR 
2005-10) completed his Masters 
in Architecture at Princeton 
University last month, and will 
shortly be starting work at SPAN 
Architecture in New York. 

(L-R Lawrence, Andrew)

*
RACHEL PHIPPS (HH 2006-11), 
food writer and self-taught cook, has 
produced her first cookbook, Student 
Eats. Rachel recently graduated 
from the University of London. See 
Rachel’s blog, www.rachelphipps.com

FREDDIE ALLINSON (SH 2012-
17) won gold for Great Britain 
on both days of the Coupe de 
la Jeunesse (European Junior 
Rowing Championships) as part of 
the coxless four in Haxelwinkel, 
Belgium. The Coupe de la Jeunesse 
is a two-day competition which 
sees 12 European countries come 
together to battle it out over 13 
events on each day. Last year 
Freddie represented King’s in 
the Eights at Henley and won the 
British Championships with another 
former pupil, HARRY NICHOLS (GL 
2011-16). The pair also won gold for 
England at the Home International 
Regatta. Freddie teamed up with 
Wills Edgar (GL 6a) at the National 
Schools Regatta, winning a bronze 
medal. 

*

Congratulations to HELENA BARTON (MT 2010-15) and HARRY NICHOLS 
(GL 2011-16) who have both won gold medals at the 2017 University 
European Rowing Championships. Both are pictured on the right of their 
respective couples.

FREDDY CLODE (TR 2006-11), 
Head of Business and Marketing at 
Seven Decades, recently showcased a 
musical Seven Decades Live, teaming 
up with Bill Curbishley (Manager 
of The Who /BAFTA winning film 
producer) and double EMMY and 
Grammy-winning TV producer 
Rocky Oldham at The Grand Theatre, 
Clapham. Following a sell-out run at 
Wilton’s Music Hall in London, the 
live multimedia rock-and-roll show 
charts the history of the three most 
famous guitars in musical history, 
the Fender Telecaster, the Gibson Les 
Paul, and the Fender Stratocaster. 

Freddy hopes the October run will 
secure a slot in the West End for 2018.

*
MILLY PUTT (BR 2010-12) is a Digital 
Manager at Digitalis, specialising 
in social media consultancy and 
security. Before joining Digitalis, 
Milly worked for Bauer media as 
part of their Digital Team, Bauer 
Xcel, advising on the development 
of various online publishing. Milly 
recently returned to King’s to help 
present a 6b talk on ‘Privacy and on 
line risk: the growing threat of digital 
and social media reputation and 
security.’
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Judy Woodley
 (KSC Common Room 1974-2001)

Judy died peacefully, of cancer, on 
15th September 2017, in the Pilgrims 
Hospice Canterbury, less than 24 
hours after leaving her home and with 
Stephen, Lucy (Fisher) and Miranda 
(Duffy) beside her.  

She came to King’s with Stephen 
in 1969 when he took up the post 
of Head of English, which he held 
until becoming Housemaster of The 
Grange, 1979-1991.

Judy’s direct service to King’s began 
with a courteous invitation from 
Headmaster Canon Newell (12 July 
1974): “I am now writing to you direct 
about the provision of sports facilities 
for the girls this coming year. I am 
delighted to hear that you are ready to 
accept the responsibility.” At the end 
of the term he wrote (11 December): 
“Clearly the whole thing has been a 
great success... and I am most grateful 
to you for your help.”

As the number of Sixth Form pupils 
slowly grew, Judy became Keep Fit 
instructor, multiple games coach, 
fixtures secretary and minibus driver. 
She taught every one of the first 700 
girls to come to the School. The first 
hockey and tennis fixtures took place 
in 1976, and King’s reached the Kent 
Schools’ Hockey Final in 1979 and the 
Southern Counties Final of the LTA’s 
Aberdare Cup in 1982. Squash fixtures 
began in 1983, lacrosse in 1986, and 
the first Girls’ Games Dinner was 
held in 1988. When the new hockey 
pitch on Birley’s was opened in 1989 
the OKS XI contained seven former 
hockey captains. During the 1990s 
Judy remained responsible for all 
girls’ games arrangements except the 
Boat Club.

In her Cantuarian valedictory, former 
Headmaster Peter Pilkington wrote, 
“The King’s School owes her a great 
debt: a friend and confidante to many 
of her pupils, she played a prominent 
part in the advance towards full 
coeducation.” Judy finally became 
full-time and a Mitchinson’s tutor in 

1998. From 1987-
2001 she ran the 
Leavers’ Ball, 
jointly with Bob 
Bee.

Judy began 
her retirement 
by travelling 
with Stephen to 
teach English 
for a month 
(repeated the 
following year) 
in the distant, 
diamond-
mining region of 
Yakutia (beyond 
Eastern Siberia), 
but thereafter 
settled down 
to the more conventional course of 
captaining Kent Ladies 60s and 65s 
tennis teams, Cathedral stewarding, 
and to grandchildren.  Having first 
been present at a Wimbledon Final 
when Drobny beat Rosewall in 1954, 
she finally became a Full Member of 
the All England Lawn Tennis Club in 
2014.

A Service of Thanksgiving for 
Judy was held in the Quire on 9th 
October, conducted by the The 
Very Revd Robert Willis, Dean of 
Canterbury. The Cathedral Choir 
was conducted by Dr David Flood 
and the congregation numbered 
close to 400, including many OKS. 
The main Tribute was delivered by 
The Very Revd Dr John Simpson 
OBE, Dean Emeritus, and is printed 
below.

Faith in the victory of Jesus Christ 
over death, has given to Christian 
people a sure confidence in the face 
of death, and a sure confidence about 
their relationship with the departed 
in Christ.  Those who are in Christ 
remain united with one another, 
even when death has divided them.    
Indeed, the God we worship is a God 
not of the dead, but of the living, for 
the dead and the living all live in him.

The Judy Woodley I knew was a 
woman of faith.    She did not flaunt 
this – indeed, she did not often talk of 
this – but faith underpinned her life.    
She was a person of graciousness 
and of generosity; a person of quiet 
strength and resilience; a person of 
real wisdom, knowing when to speak 
or act, and knowing when not to do 
so; a person who, in what she did, 
and supremely in sport, always had 
excellence as the goal; a person who 
conveyed so much by her very lovely 
smile.

When my family and I arrived in 
Canterbury in August 1981, it was 
the evening of our arrival, little was 
unpacked, and the door-bell rang.   
It was Judy and Stephen who said: 
‘Welcome to Canterbury. We are your 
neighbours at The Grange’.  From 
that initial welcome developed a 
friendship between our families 
which has been genuine, close, and 
mutually supportive in so many 
different ways.

It was not long before we realized 
Judy’s passion for tennis and her 
exceptional ability as a tennis player.    
She had come to Canterbury with 
Stephen in 1969, when he had been 
appointed Head of English here at 
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King’s, but it was in 1974, that Canon 
Peter Newell, the then Headmaster, 
invited Judy to be Head of Girls’ 
Games.   The easiest thing for her 
would have been just to give tennis 
coaching to the then small number 
of girls in the Sixth Form. But that 
was not Judy. She wanted girls to 
have, if possible, as many sporting 
opportunities as boys, and ensuring 
this was a tough job.   There were few 
other female members of staff to help 
with coaching, particularly as the 
number of sixth-form girls began to 
increase. But, from small beginnings, 
she succeeded. Girls’ teams began to 
win tennis, hockey, netball, squash 
trophies, to name but a few. Yet, 
what was more important, was that, 
though she was not to know this, she 
was laying a firm foundation for the 
situation when full co-education was 
to come. To my mind, the astounding 
thing is that Judy did this as a part-
time member of the School Staff.  
She was not to become a full-time 
member of staff until 1998, a few years 
before her retirement, when PE was 
added to her programme, and a tutor 
group, and other responsibilities, 
which go with being full-time.

Judy Woodley had enormous energy. 
Throughout these years, of which I 
have been speaking, she was bringing 
up a family – Lucy and Minna, their 
two girls. As a Housemaster’s wife, 
all sorts of domestic and pastoral 
issues were landing on her plate. Boys 
confided in her because she was a 
woman, a mother figure. In addition 
to this, she was responding to a whole 
variety of informal requests: Keep-fit 
classes at St. Augustine’s; ballroom-
dancing lessons for boys as well as for 
girls; teaching boys to play tennis. But 
of most significance for Judy was her 
support for Stephen, not just in his 
work, but in his other commitments, 
never begrudging the time and the 
absences when, in the ‘80s he was 
involved in national educational 
issues, or, following his retirement, 
when he took such an active part in 
the creation of the Polo Farm Sports 
Project. Without Judy, these, and 
so much else, would not have been 
possible.

Living in The Precincts, one was 
aware of all this, but it was not just 
the School to which Judy gave herself. 
She and the family were active in 

Cathedral life. Friday night was 
dancing night at the Deanery, when 
Judy taught younger members of 
the Cathedral congregation, and the 
not so young, how to dance. Monday 
morning was a keep-fit class. For 
many years, she was a Cathedral 
Welcomer. Lucy and Minna became 
regular servers, and later, to the 
delight of their parents, both were 
married in the Cathedral. Stephen 
was to become a Steward, and Judy, 
with her very lovely speaking voice, 
became a lesson reader, and, after her 
retirement, also a Steward.

There is so much more one could 
say: of Judy’s love of Wimbledon – I 
doubt she missed a Championship 
Finals since 1954; of her generosity, 
and Stephen’s, in taking friends, each 
year, to Wimbledon; of her delight 
in 2014 at becoming a full-member 
of the All England Lawn Tennis 
Club. Retirement did not stop her 
tennis playing with her being first a 
player, and then Captain of the Kent 
Ladies Senior teams. There was her 
love of travel; her love of opera; her 
delight in so many different cultural 
pursuits.    But it was her diagnosis 
with cancer of the lymph nodes which 
understandably began to limit some 
of the things she could do, though 
until these last eighteen months, few 
would have known that she was being 
restricted, for Judy did not show all 
that she was enduring.

I want to end with, what for me, are 
two special memories of Judy:
It was one Christmas in the 1990s, 
and at the Cathedral Carol Service, 
Judy was to read the lesson about the 
Annunciation: ‘In the sixth month, 
the Angel Gabriel was sent from God 
to a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 
to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph’. In a congregation 
of maybe two thousand or more, 
there was complete silence. Not only 
was Judy reading very beautifully, 
but it was as though we were hearing 
this story for the first time, and the 
mystery of the Incarnation was being 
disclosed.

 For many years, my wife and I have 
been Judy’s and Stephen’s guests at 
Wimbledon, and I should confess 
that, in my time as Chairman of 
the King’s Governors, I used to 
make sure that the Governors’ June 

Meeting always ended in time to get 
to Wimbledon. This year, we were 
again their guests, but there was a 
difference. Judy, I believe, knew that 
she had not long to live. I doubt that 
she saw much tennis on the day that 
we were there, because we sensed that 
she was saying ‘good-bye’, ‘good-bye’ 
to friends she loved, and saying ‘good-
bye’ in a setting which was Judy.

Our God is the God of the living, in 
whom, both living and departed, live.     
Amen.

DEATHS

TIM ACKERS (LN 1973-77)
on 12 May 2017

GEOFFREY ALLEN (GR 1953-56)
on 6 September 2017

COLIN BARBER (ML 1953-56)
on 29 April 2016

THOMAS CHURCH (WL 1961-66)
on 28 October 2016

CHARLES COGGINS (SH 1946-51)
on 17 September 2013

MICHAEL GORDON (GR 1940-46)
on 25 September 2016

WILLIAM HOGG (LX 1944-46)
on 4 March 2015

ANDREW LYLE (MR 1965-70)
on 30 September 2017

ROBERT McCALL (SH 1944-45)
on 9 December 2013

WANIT ‘EDDY’ 
MEKDHANASARN (BR 1975-79)
in May 2017

PETER PETRIE (LX 1971-76)
in 2014

WALTER SINNOTT (SH 1944-49)
on 21 March 2017

»
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Born in St. Austell, Keith attended the 
King’s School during the war years at 
its new home, the Carlyon Bay Hotel, 
to which he cycled daily from home. 
Keith studied dentistry at the Royal 
Dental Hospital, Leicester Square, in 
1947. Shortly after qualifying he was 
called to do National Service in the 
Army and was posted to Singapore 
during the time of the Malayan 
War, serving as a Captain in dental 
surgery. In 1958 he was short-listed 
for the Olympics in the Rapid-fire 
Pistol class and in 1964 he formed 
Springfield Fire Arms Limited with 
two friends. He became the sole 
distributor for pistol manufacturers, 
Smith & Wesson, Hammerli and 
Sig, eventually becoming the Home 
Office recommended supplier to the 

British Police when it was decided 
they needed to be armed. His pistol 
shooting days ended in 1996 when 
the change in legislation banned 
the private ownership of handguns. 
He had a style of his own, from the 
inimitable style of grammar and 
spelling in his numerous letters and 
e-mails, to his style of dress. He had a 
collection of woolly hats, always just 
perched on the top of his head, which 
he wore when using his chain-saws. 

He was strongly independent and 
hard-working, still using his large 
petrol chain-saws to cut wood for the 
wood-burner until a couple of winters 
ago. Keith died on 27 December 2016. 
He leaves behind his wife Vivien, 
with whom he shared 54 years, his six 

children, six grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren.

A full version of this obituary can be 
found in the In Memoriam section of 
the OKS Website www.oks.org.uk.

John Keith Perks
(WL 1940-45)

Written by his widow Sally Jarman.

Christopher was born in 1934 in 
London. Because his father was in the 
Ministry of Works, his job involved 
a lot of moving, with or without the 
family. When Christopher was at 
Southend-on-Sea Grammar he was 
offered a grant to go to King’s School, 
Canterbury. After King’s School, 
Christopher went into the Royal Navy 
and flew as an observer, widely and 
often in great danger. 

We met on the carrier HMS 
Centaur and we were married for 
56 years. After eight years of flying, 
Christopher chose to train as a 
primary school teacher and rose to 
be part of a team of primary advisers 
under John Coe in Oxfordshire – his 
happiest time. His great interest 
was the teaching of handwriting 
and he wrote an important book 
on this subject. He also invented 
mathematical tools for children. 
Finally, Christopher became 

Head of Continuing Education at 
Roehampton Institute. He continued 
to visit London schools but the job 
itself was to do with finance and did 
not give much satisfaction. 

Christopher took early retirement in 
1989 and we returned to Winchester 

where he could sail, paint and write. 
Typical of Christopher was his pilot’s 
licence and the aerobatic certificate 
which he achieved in 1999, aged 65. 

Christopher died on 8 February 2017.

Christopher Jarman
(MO 1947-51)
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Philip Layfield
(Riversleigh/MO, 1957-62)

OKS David Rushton sends us this 
obituary about Philip. 

We had been friends since our time 
in MO, where we shared a garret 
study for our four terms in the Upper 
Sixth. We met our wives at the same 
Cambridge party, we were best man 
at each other’s wedding, and we 
were godfather to each other’s elder 
daughter.

Philip was tragically killed in a tractor 
accident on his farm in Suffolk on 
28 February 2017. He leaves his wife 
Lindsay, their four children John, 
Jane, Charlie and Caroline, and seven 
grandchildren. After King’s, Philip 

studied Natural Sciences at Gonville 
and Caius College, Cambridge. On 
graduating, he went to work for 
Marconi, and later Arthur Andersen. 
With this experience, he moved 
to Sussex to take over running the 
family engineering firms, based in 
Brighton and Lewes. Thirty years 
later, at the millennium, Philip 
switched to an entirely new career 
in farming. He attended agricultural 
college for a year, and then bought a 
farm in Bramfield, moving his family 
there and focusing on arable and beef 
cattle. Philip and Lindsay ran the 
farm together.

Michael died at home on 25 April 
2017, aged 81 years. On leaving 
King’s he trained to be a Chartered 
Accountant, then undertook 
National Service in the Army. 
He then emigrated to Toronto, 
where he became a corporation 
tax inspector with the Ontario 
government. In 1965 he returned 
to England to be a tax professional, 
until 1986 when he was appointed 
to the editorial staff of the IBFD 
in Amsterdam who are publishers 
of worldwide text books and 
magazines on taxes. A Service 
of Remembrance was held at St 
James’ Church, Ruscombe, Twyford 
in September.

Michael Moore
(GR 1949-53)

Malcolm passed away on 1 June 
2016 in Kingston Hospital, having 
been ill with pneumonia. After 
leaving King’s he did two years’ 
National Service, mostly in 
Germany, and returned to the UK 
to become a Chartered Shipbroker. 
He was Shipping Operations 
Manager for P&O from 1955 until 
1980, then for American Liquid 
Petroleum Gas and fertilizer 
trading company Transammonia 
until his retirement in 1998. 
Through his work Malcolm 
was able to travel the world 
extensively. Malcolm was 
predeceased by his wife, Victoria, 
in 2009 and is survived by two 
sons, Douglas and Bruce, and two 
grandsons, Jack and Oliver.

Malcolm 
Gardner
(LX 1948-53)
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Nigel, born in 1945 in Kenya, was an 
obvious leader early on and was Head 
Boy at Pembroke House, his prep 
school north of Nairobi. He won a 
bursary to King’s and arrived in 1958, 
settling in under the charismatic 
headmastership of Canon ‘Fred’ 
Shirley.

At King’s Nigel took part in and led a 
variety of extra-curricular activities 
which included Captain of swimming 
and water polo, Editor of the school 
magazine, CSM in the CCF and 
he displayed his acting talent in a 
number of school productions, a 
memorable example of which was 
his performance as Banquo in the 
1964 King’s Week production of 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth directed by 
R. W. Harris. In his final year, Nigel 
was appointed Captain of School and 
Head of Linacre House and as such is 
remembered affectionately by fellow 
pupils for his natural authority and 
calm pragmatism.

In those days, Oxbridge admissions 
tutors focused as much on the 
originality as well as the brain power 
of their candidates and Nigel was 
offered places at both Oxford and 
Cambridge. Peter Newell, King’s new 

Headmaster, 
recommended 
Christ’s College, 
Cambridge, 
where Nigel 
read Modern 
Languages. 
Amidst the 
diverse group of 
new students, 
Nigel stood out 
with his natural 
self-confidence, 
untarnished 
by any sign 
of arrogance, 
and his 
disproportionate 
ability to acquire girl friends when the 
male:female student ratio was 7:1! He 
gained much from varsity life, joining 
the Footlights and other groups, 
organising theatre tours in Europe 
and travelling extensively. 

Nigel started his career at Ford as a 
management trainee – a natural move 
for a man with a life-long passion 
for cars. Then, after a period in the 
travel industry, he joined the wine 
and spirits trade. For the rest of his 
corporate career he held senior brand 
management and marketing roles.

Nigel was a practical organised, man 
whom one could rely on totally and 
he was infinitely kind. He valued his 
family hugely and went to all lengths 
to assure their well-being. Nigel died 
on the 7 January 2017 and is survived 
by his wife Lorna and sons Jamie and 
Jonno. 

A full version of this obituary can be 
found in the In Memoriam section of 
the OKS Website www.oks.org.uk.

After living in many different 
countries Anthony sold everything 
and moved to Thailand where he 
built a new house and married a Thai 
national, Chayada (pictured). They 
spent many years exploring Thailand 
together and made many new friends. 
He was very grateful to David Quine 
(WL 1963-67), OKS Thailand Rep, who 
lives in Bangkok, for his previous 
support and advice in helping him 
to settle down into his new home in 
Thailand. 

Anthony died on New Year’s Day in 
2013.

Nigel Hall
(LN 1958-64)

Anthony Miles
(GL 1957-61)
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Jules Azzopardi shares memories of 
his lifelong friend Jim Browne. A fuller 
version of this tribute can be found 
online at www.oks.org.uk in the In 
Memoriam section. 

Perry grew up the tropics which 
carried mixed blessings; inuring in 
him a tenacity for survival, honed 
from frequent exposure to disease 
and illness as much as from any other 
of the vicissitudes that confronted 
one there. Perry survived a tropical 
fever in Addis Ababa in 1958, which 
surely could have killed him. The 
fever perforated his kidneys which in 
the fullness of time brought him to his 
untimely death. In the meanwhile, he 
packed in a fullness of achievements, 
acquiring a D.Phil. in Maths at Sussex 
University through part-time study 
while maintaining a full-time job and 
being busy most evenings and week-
ends with his passion for flying. 

In the early autumn of 1964 I returned 
to Aden and Perry flew out to Aden 

that Christmas, as he did throughout 
each of the school holidays. Aden 
in 1964 was probably the most 
dangerous place on Earth outside a 
war zone. Travel was restricted to and 
from places of work and generally the 
beach club. Within a year we had our 
driving licence and we each had the 
use of our respective parents’ car. We 
drove ubiquitously, as if the restricted 
zones did not apply to us. 

On leaving King’s, Perry progressed to 
Leeds University, acquiring his civil 
engineering degree in 1969. It was at 
Leeds with the University RAF Air 
Cadet Squadron that he discovered 
his passion for flying. He applied to 
BOAC but was rejected on medical 
grounds; the fever he contracted 
in Addis Ababa in 1958 had caused 
microscopic perforations to his 
kidneys and the medical prognosis 
predicted a likelihood of future 
deterioration of kidney function. 
So he self-funded his air training, 
acquiring an instructor’s licence, so 

that he could be paid for flying, and 
then he acquired a full commercial 
licence. He would fly at every 
opportunity.

I cannot let this tribute pass without 
mentioning the great depth of 
gratitude owed to Christine Dutton, 
his second cousin who, in 2010 
donated a kidney which gave Perry 
an extended lease of life. Perry 
managed to pack in an impressive 
list of qualifications, living his life 
in a fast lane, with a relentless sense 
of humour. Jim died at his home in 
Lindfield on 29 January 2017.

Dr Perry (Jim) Browne
(Lardergate/LX 1961-66)

John Hunter
(SH 1968-71)

OKS Peter Holmes-Johnson has kindly 
provided this obituary of his friend. 

John will be best remembered as a 
gentle person; quietly-spoken, mild-
mannered and with a rather laid back 
approach to life. He was fun to be 
with and loved nothing better than 
the company of family and friends. 

John was born into an Anglo-Irish 
family. His father was a doctor from 
Londonderry and his mother from 
Dublin. John was very proud of his 
Irish roots, which showed when 
cheering Ireland in the Six Nations 
Rugby matches. 

With a father in the Colonial Service 
in Kenya, then with the British Army, 
the Hunter family moved frequently. 
Perhaps because of this, he was very 
close to his younger brother, Richard, 

also an OKS, in 
School House 
1970-74. 

John was a 
Chartered 
Surveyor, based in 
Folkestone where 
he ran his own 
business. He was 
a trusted and well-
respected member of the East Kent 
community. Holidays with his wife 
Noreen were generally into the wine 
regions of Europe.

One of John’s great interests, 
throughout his life, was Freemasonry. 
It was hugely important to him; he 
loved the ritual, the fraternity and, 
most of all, the charitable ambition. 
He had been a member of the OKS 
Cantuarian Masonic Lodge since 1978 

and had served as Master and latterly 
managed the Lodge’s charitable 
affairs. Also, he was very active in 
Freemasonry in the Province of East 
Kent.

John was a happy and relaxed person. 
He was a great supporter of the OKS 
and regularly attended the OKS King’s 
Week Lunch and London Dinner. 

John died on the 15 March 2017.
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Jonathan Barsby (LX 1972-76) sends us 
this collection of memories about Plai.

Plai was born in Bangkok, Thailand, 
the eldest child of cardiac surgeon 
Professor MR Kalyanakit Kitiyakara 
and his wife Thanpuying Arun 
Kitiyakara. Plai was the nephew 
of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit of 
Thailand, his father being the Queen’s 
eldest brother, and at the time of 
his death he was first cousin to His 
Majesty, the recently crowned King 
Vajiralongkorn. 

Plai was a Music Scholar and Captain 
of Badminton. Contemporaries recall 
his intelligence, wit and good nature, 
with a subtle appreciation of the 
finer things in life exemplified by a 
dislike of the rugby field and school 
meals. In his later years Plai had an 
apparently photographic memory of 
his time at King’s, joyfully recalling 
names, places, dates and events with 
extraordinary ease and animation. 

Professor Sarah Gurr recalls: “I 
shall always remember him for his 
kindness, graceful attitude and 
thoughtfulness. We met at King’s and 
were badminton partners – even at 
this age Plai was such a gentleman 
and so tolerant of having a weaker 

player to look after on court. We 
exchanged news over the years, 
comparing Oxford and Cambridge, 
our joy of plants and animals and a 
common interest in oriental ceramics. 
His legacy is that of a wonderful, 
astute and able man who commanded 
much fondness and admiration 
wherever he went. He will be much 
missed by his family, friends and 
colleagues all over the world.”

Plai read History at Gonville and 
Caius College, Cambridge, and 
later obtained a Master’s degree in 
International Relations from the 
University of Pennsylvania, USA. 
Upon returning to Thailand he served 
in the Royal Thai Army, where he 
obtained his pilot’s licence and taught 
at the Chulachomklao Royal Military 
Academy. After leaving the army 
Plai joined the world of investment 
banking, at one time holding the 
position of Chairman of Barings 
Research Thailand before managing 
his own London-listed investment 
fund. 

Plai married Aphinya Suwanawihok 
in 2005, and in later life was able to 
indulge his interest in global travel 
with a particular interest in historical 
sites, nature and wildlife; Plai and 

Aphinya travelled to over fifty 
countries across all seven continents.

Plai died on 26 December 2016 
from complications caused by a 
severe lung infection, and after a 
traditional transitional Buddhist 
mourning period was cremated in 
June 2017 at a ceremony presided 
over by HRH Princess Sirindhorn; 
also in attendance was Princess 
Soamsaowali, and King’s was 
represented by Bangkok resident and 
OKS, David Quine (WL 1963-67). 

Plai is survived by Aphinya 
Kitiyakara. 

An extended version of Mark Graves’ 
tribute to his sister can be found in 
the In Memoriam section of the OKS 
website: oks.org.uk. 

Sue’s life was hallmarked by her deep 
religious faith. A Roman Catholic 
to the core, the generosity of her 
spirit extended to anyone in need. 
A highlight in her life was bringing 
the offertory gifts to Pope Benedict 
XVI when he celebrated Mass at 
Westminster Cathedral in 2012. The 
look of fulfilment on her face says 
it all. In the last few months she 
found employment – and happiness 

– in the very place she so loved: the 
Cathedral. Her time as a Clergy House 
receptionist was surely a fitting finale 
for someone so dedicated to the 
support of others. 

Sue’s life was also hallmarked by 
her love of colours. We all admired 
her unique look, an eclectic mix of 
strikingly coloured clothing and 
carefully chosen apparel, including 
matching scarves and umbrellas! 
Above all, Sue was committed to 
supporting Mum’s welfare. She 
visited her daily in the nursing home, 
reading to her and praying with her. 

It was this dedication and love that 
characterized Sue perhaps most of 
all. Sue died on the 31 October 2016 
and a Requiem Mass was celebrated 
on 21 November 2016 in Westminster 
Cathedral. 

Sue Graves
(GR 1974-76)

ML Plaichumpol (Plai) Kitiyakara
(LX 1972-76)
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»

Old school friend and Best Man, 
Matthew Townshend shares his 
memories of Charles who died on 13 
February 2017.

Charles and I first met as new boys 
at King’s forty-two years ago. The 
School owned a handful of gloomy 
and enormous Victorian mansions 
on the outskirts of Canterbury and 
it was in these ‘beginners’ houses 
that the youngest pupils started 
their senior boarding life. Perhaps 
both teachers and parents were 
worried that these delicate little 
chaps needed to be shielded from the 
horrors that awaited them; after all, 
it was no coincidence that Private 
Eye had featured on its front cover 
a photograph of the Green Court in 
the School’s Cathedral precincts with 
the focal point a sign saying “King’s 
School, Canterbury; please keep off 
the grass.”

The beginners’ houses being some 
way from the school itself meant a 
cycle ride every day there and back. 
I remember every day as wet and 
miserable but I’m sure this is just 
imagination. But the combination of 
the location and daily traffic meant 
some relief was essential, including 
on one occasion an experiment in 
homemade explosives that came close 
to blowing up the housemaster, if not 
the building. Not for the first time 
Charlie was there in the thick of it 
all, if not actually the most offending 
party.

‘Fagging’, or having to undertake 
menial tasks for senior boys, still 
existed. Many of us resented it, until 
we became senior boys ourselves, but 
Charlie was already demonstrating a 
pragmatic and cheerful acceptance of 
the way the world works and if called 
into the head of house’s study it was 
more likely to be Charlie making 
the toast. He was capable of much 
more than toast, as all of us who have 
enjoyed family meals with Charlie, 
Polly and the children well know. He 
started early: I have a vivid memory 
from our mid-teens of listening to 
Genesis while Charlie fussed over his 

meringues. What 
public school boy 
makes his own 
meringues? And 
what teenager 
answers the 
boring adult 
question, “I don’t 
imagine you know 
what you’re going 
to be when you’re 
grown up?” with 
“Oh yes I do, I’m 
going to be an 
actuary”; while 
the rest of us were 
still dreaming of 
being astronauts, 
rock stars, 
racing drivers 
or superheroes. 
Charlie was an 
early member of 
the School’s very 
small computer 
club. He would 
return in the 
evening with great 
armfuls of hole-
punched paper covered in mysterious 
code. How we laughed; it would never 
take off, we said.

We shared a day study, three of us 
crammed into a sometimes rather 
smelly attic room, jumping about 
with tennis racquets as guitars to 
the dubious musical tastes we had: 
McCartney or 10cc and for Charlie 
always ELO and ‘Mr Blue Sky’. But 
he was a serious singer as well and 
carried his love of music with him 
throughout his life. Charlie was 
scholar, singer, chef, sportsman (or 
at least one who was more willing 
than most of us to have a go) and 
even actor: he appeared in David 
Campton’s The Life and Death of 
Almost Everybody, a play in which he 
obviously enjoyed his relationship as 
Adam with his on stage Eve (by now, 
girls had arrived at King’s).

Charles and Polly inherited the gift 
of their parents to create space for 
others to be welcome, comfortable, 
fed and watered and simply to enjoy 

themselves. Charles loved nothing 
more than having people around 
him who were enjoying themselves. 
Truly he was somebody who took 
pleasure in others’ happiness, often 
at the centre of a gathering but 
never stealing the limelight, content 
to let others with more edgy egos 
commandeer the conversation and 
own the jokes.

Solid, loyal, dependable, honest, all 
rather old-fashioned qualities and 
you might be forgiven for thinking 
that the sober city suit and tie 
covered just that. However, Charles’ 
ancestor spent time in prison as a 
militant suffragette and perhaps 
like her, whilst on the one hand he 
could indeed embody all those old-
fashioned values, on the other, he 
was capable of being passionate, 
impulsive and irreverent. 

This Eulogy was given at All Saints’ 
Church, Brenchley, Kent on 9 March 
2017. A full version of this obituary can 
be found in the In Memoriam section of 
the OKS Website www.oks.org.uk.  

Charles Young
(LN/BR 1974-79)
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» FROM THE ARCHIVES

One of the names of WILLIAM 
AUBREY SPOONER (KSC 1883-84) 
will need to be added to the First 
World War memorial. He changed 
his surname to Fortescue – hence the 
School (and later historians) failing 
to notice his military career – and 
was killed in action in October 1916. 
Also to be added are WILLIAM 
FREDERICK BURGESS (KSC 1898-
99), killed on the Somme and named 
at Thiepval, and JAMES TURSTIN 
WRIGHT (KSC 1905-07), who died 
in an accident at Barrow-in-Furness 
in 1919. Flight Sergeant DOUGLAS 
MICHAEL LOUIS BRABANT 
MAUGHAN-TAYLOR (SH 1931-32), 
another who changed his name, was 
killed in Italy in 1944 and will need 
to be added to the Second World War 
Memorial. 

*
We are most grateful to Lawrence 
Blake for giving us a collection 
of memorabilia relating to Flight 
Lieutenant DESMOND ‘BUSTER’ 
WADE (KSC 1930-34), who was killed 
in action on 23 May 1942. As well as 
some photographs and his campaign 
stars and war medal, there is a tribute 
to him carefully compiled by the 
family from his wartime Christmas 
cards, with newspaper cuttings, 

photographs and poems inserted. 
(pictured below).

*
Avril Cliff brought us an athletics 
vest and a psalter that belonged to 
MERVYN MIDDLETON-EVANS 
(MO 1940-44). The Psalter includes 
a pencil sketch of what may well be 
the Chaplain, David Brooke, aka ‘The 
Tank’. 

*
GEORGE NEWKEY-BURDEN 
(LN 1951-55) gave us a copy of the 
magazine Morris Owner for March 

1925. The cover illustration is of a fine 
car remarkably parked in front of the 
Norman Staircase. The image is by 
Leslie Carr, best known for his railway 
posters. 

*
Many thanks to MALCOLM 
CAMPBELL (MO 1958-63) for a 
selection of colour photographs, 
including sport, drama and the CCF, 
from an era that remains largely 
black and white, archivally speaking. 
He even managed to capture Dirk 
Bogarde and Judy Garland – here for 
the film I Could Go On Singing.  

*
SIAN ELIN GRIFFITH (SH 1980-82) 
generously allowed the Archives to 
borrow (and scan for our records) 
the visitors book started by 
Headmaster Arthur Galpin when 
he arrived in 1897. Those signing 
include Archbishops Temple and 
Davidson, former Headmasters John 
Mitchinson and Thomas Field, and 
around a hundred OKS, including 
several who were to be killed in the 
First World War. 

*
EDWARD PETERS (MT 1987-92) sent 
us a selection of KSC ephemera from 
the 1930s, including programmes for 
School Concerts. 

*
We are grateful 
to RICHARD 
COLLINS (MT 
1992-97) and his 
father Courtney 
Collins for giving 
us the tapes of 
King’s Week Radio 
1996 and 1997. As 
Richard notes, 
the broadcasts 
provide “a 
snapshot of life 
at King’s in the 
late ’90s (with 
an awful lot of 
dubious music 
thrown in)”. He 
now works for 
the BBC. Thanks 
also to MICHAEL 
PAGE (TR 1996-
2001) for a copy 
of the recording 
of HMS Pinafore 
from 1969. 
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