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news of OKs

»

We want to hear your 
news and so do your 
fellow OKS.

Share your family announcements, 
career moves or achievements 
be they sporting, artistic or 
otherwise with your fellow OKS 
by contacting Elaine Lynch.

T: 01227 595672
E: etl@kings-school.co.uk
W: www.oks.org.uk

 facebook.com/oks.canterbury
 twitter.com/OKSAssociation
 linkedin.com/groups?gid=35681

News of OKS includes record-
breaking and fundraising 
(sometimes both!) from our 
incredibly active OKS of all 
vintages, debut playwrights and 
the joys of seaweed gathering.  
Contact Elaine Lynch (see 
below) with your news or fill in 
the form on the back page.

Offcuts  and For The  Record are 
edited by Stephen Woodley (Common 
Room 1969-98), assisted by an 
Editorial Committee of Felicity Lyons, 
Chair (SH 1975-77), Peter Henderson 
(Common Room 1969  - ), and Kirsty 
Mason with further support from Paul 
Pollak (Common Room 1950-88).

1950s

DAVID EDWARDS (WL 1953-58) After 
leaving King’s in 1958, David took a 
Law Degree at Bristol University and 
practiced as a solicitor in London 
until 1967 when he joined the Foreign 
Office as a legal adviser. He went on to 
serve the British Military Government 
in West Berlin (where one of his 
responsibilities was meeting Rudolph 
Hess in Spandau Allied Prison to hear 
his complaints about his treatment), 

the British Embassy in Bonn, the UK 
Mission to the UN in New York and 
the British Embassy in Washington 
DC. 

David was General-Counsel and 
Director of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency in Vienna, Austria 
between 1977 and 1980 and after 
25 years with the BFO became the 
Deputy Attorney-General of Hong 
Kong from 1990 to 1995. He was 
awarded the CMG (Commander of the 

CHRIS MANNING-PRESS
(SH 1944-49) got in touch to share 
his memories of Carlyon Bay in 
the autumn of 1944, notably the 
‘Seaweed Squad’. Pictured left 
to right are John Stonehouse, an 
unknown, George Millar Watt, 
two behind are unknown, Walter 
Sinnott, Noel Barton, Myles Foster, 
David Holden, John Downes and 
Chris Manning-Press. (If anyone 
recognises the ‘unknowns’ please get 
in touch – Editor) Chris explains, 
“The seaweed squad was formed 
by and under the charge of the 
Chaplain, the Revd Mr Brooke. The 
purpose of the squad was to collect 
as much seaweed as possible for 
the school’s vegetable garden. It 
was rotted down, but of course it 
smelt awful. If you had a dormitory 
close to the pile that smell pervaded 
everything. The vegetable garden 
was presided over by Ernie Baldock 

who had been evacuated with the 
school. After the war he returned 
to Canterbury, became Head 
Gardener, and batted at no. four for 
The Haymakers Cricket Club which 
probably no longer exists.

The Seaweed Squad was made up 
of those under fifteen who were too 
young to be in the OTC. When the 
Corps fell in so did we, whatever the 
weather. That bit of Cornwall could 
be cold and rough so we had to have 
hot baths. The chaplain was always 
knocking on bathroom doors asking 
if we ‘had enough soap’, well; it was 
rationed!” 

(Note from a contemporary: Ernie 
may have got some of the seaweed, 
but its real purpose, The Tank (aka 
We Three) confided in us, was to 
make agar-agar jelly, for a warlike 
purpose).

1940s
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Order of St Michael and St George) 
in 1989 “for services to 

The Foreign and 
Commonwealth 

Office”. David 
was, until 
recently, Chief 
Legal Counsel 
to BSF China 

Company 
Limited and lives 

in Singapore.

MARK FINBURGH 
(LN 1953-57) took part in the 
Goodwood Members’ Meeting 
earlier in the year. “Our two 
cars were in two events at the 
meeting. One for Ford GT40s, of 
which there were 29, and one for 
so-called ‘group 5 cars’. Seven 
Porsches, seven Ferraris and five 
Lolas. All of these are 1960s, early 
1970s sports racing cars. Total 
value – an awful lot! And that 
was only a small part of what was 
there. The Porsche (pictured) was 
run under the National Motor 
Museum banner at the Goodwood 
Members Meeting. It spends most 
of its time on display there these 
days.”

*
ROBERT BURY (MR 1956-60) has 
just published his first book at the 
age of 73. ‘A collection of light-
hearted poems that tells the stories, 
and paints the pictures, of many 
of the small events, accidents and 
embarrassments – some funny, some 

sad, many lavatorial 
– that occurred 

with his wife 
and three boys 
as they were 
growing up.’ 
Red Socks at 

the Weekend 
is published by 

Amazon.

MICHAEL MURPURGO 
(GL 1957-62) is rarely out of the news. 
After the enormous success of War 
Horse, expectations were high for 
the similarly puppet-based Running 
Wild, based on the true story of a 
child (Amber Owen, then 8) who was 
saved by an elephant in Phuket from 
the 2004 tsunami, and these hopes 
were fulfilled by the performances 
at the Regent’s Park Open Air 
Theatre after a run at Chichester. 
Over a rather longer period of time 
Michael has overseen OUP’s project 
of the rewriting of 35 classic works 
in shorter form, with some of the 
best contemporary children’s writers 
working on the Greatest Stories 
collection and Michael himself 
rewriting Peter and the Wolf: “the 
important stuff about education... 
is what dreams are made of.”

*
RICHARD RAWLINS (MR 1958-63) 
is a member of the Magic Circle and 
has had a long and distinguished 
career as an orthopaedic surgeon. 
The OKS website features his book 
Real Secrets of Alternative Medicine, 
which we hope to review in the next 
issue. Hippocrates and Galen are 
followed by Linacre and Harvey as the 
author investigates complementary 
and alternative medicine.

1960s

ANTHONY SARGENT (GR 1963-69) 
moved to Canada in 2015 to take 
up the post of CEO of Toronto’s 
Luminato Festival (shortly after 
getting a UK CBE and an Honorary 
Doctorate of Music at Newcastle 
University).

*

DR PETER KING (MO 1966-71), 
Organist Emeritus of Bath Abbey, 
has recorded a wide-ranging 
concert on the Abbey’s Klais Organ, 
“demonstrating the virtuosity 
and versatility of both player and 
instrument” (Regent Records). On 
17 September he gave a recital at 
St Mary and St Eanswythe Church, 
Folkestone, which is seeking funds 
to restore wall paintings said to be of 
national importance.

*
JEREMY BLANFORD (LN 1967-70) 
became the 11th Blanford Master 
of the Worshipful Company of 
Cordwainers in July this year, a 
family tradition that dates back to 
1852. (The Blanfords were a little 
late to the party.) This City Livery 
Company historically imported 
goatskin from Cordoba in Spain, 
dating back to 1272, for use in the 
shoe and leather trade. This white 
skin was used to make boots and 
shoes for the “well-heeled” citizens of 
London. The Livery Company is one 
of the oldest, yet is still active in the 
City of London today. Nowadays it is 
better known for supporting colleges 
which run courses in shoe design 
and manufacture; these include 
the London College of Fashion 
and Northampton and DeMontfort 
Universities. In addition, the 
Company provides low cost, quality 
student accommodation in the heart 
of London. It also supports various 
charities with which it has strong 
links, many dating back hundreds of 
years. Each Master chooses a charity 
to support during his year in office; 
Jeremy has chosen the Royal Marsden 
Cancer Charity, as the Royal Marsden 
Hospital was founded by William 

GORDON DOUGLAS 
(MR 1954-59) married Luisa 
Fortunato at Chelsea Old Town 
Hall on 6 May. Gordon graduated 
in Philosophy and Psychology 
from Oxford and started his career 
with Nestlé, eventually working on 
the successful brand campaign for 
Nescafé Gold Blend instant coffee. 
He now manages innovation 
agency ‘Presight’, based in London 
and Switzerland, and is a keen 
golfer and skier.
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Marsden, who was Master of the 
Worshipful Company of Cordwainers 
in 1849. 

Those who 
remember 

Jeremy will 
recall that 
sport was 
his main 
participation 
at school! In 

keeping, his 
first fundraising 

activity was 
participating in the 

Great River Race on 3 September. 
This entailed a group of rowers 
sourced from within the Company, 
including Jeremy and one of his 
daughters, Catherine (BR 1998-2003), 
rowing from London Docklands up 
to Ham in Surrey, some 21.6 miles. 
The second fundraising event is 
walking in the Marsden March on 
19 March 2017, taking on either the 
14-mile route or the shorter 5-mile 
route, both finishing at the Royal 
Marsden in Sutton. This is for all the 
members of the Company and their 
families to join the many thousands 
who walk each year, and it offers the 
opportunity to raise the profile of 
the Company and its charitable work 
outside the City of London. Further 
details on these two events can be 
found on the Just Giving page: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
CordwainersRoyalMarsden
CancerCharity

*
TONY SHAW (GL 1966-70) has been 
a freelance language teacher, writer 
and baseline ex-pat community 
member in Helsinki, Finland since 
the mid-80s. Tony previously worked 
in Stourbridge and London, the USA 
and Australia in youth and welfare 
roles. He thinks ‘the experience of 
training the Galpin’s novice rowing 
four was critical in developing 
pedagogic and empathetic traits’ and 
he reproaches the over-specialization 
of western society, and hence 
upholds traditional wooden boating 
in the Helsinki area, especially the 
‘churchboats’ of Espoo Rowing Club. 
He is active in local musical circles, 
folk and choral, and both his children 
are studying in Scandinavia.

1970s

TIMOTHY HASWELL (WL 1972-76) is a freelance IT Project Manager 
specialising in Health, Defence, Insurance and Banking. He worked 
at Honeywell IS, Eastern Electricity (TXU), Hewlett Packard and most 
recently at IBM and his recent major success involves delivering a highly 
acclaimed Electronic Patient Record system at Addenbrooke’s Hospital 
in Cambridge. ‘Music was a big part of my life at King’s and I sing tenor 
in several choirs in East 
Anglia, regularly performing 
in Norfolk and at Snape 
Maltings with residencies 
at St Paul’s, Westminster 
Abbey, Norwich, Gloucester, 
and Ely, when the regular 
choirs are on holiday.’ 
Married to the long-suffering 
Karen (His words! – Editor) 
with one daughter and two 
grandchildren. 

JONATHAN HASWELL 
(GL 1973-78), a freelance 
Director and 
Producer of live 
music, theatre, 
and events for 
the screen, 
has worked 
for the BBC 
Classical Music 
department for 
twenty years. 
His recent work 
includes the BBC’s 
Shakespeare Lives, 
in April, and Somme100 

with HM The Queen and 
HM Forces, which aired 

live in two memorial 
services from 

Westminster 
Abbey in June. 
He specialises 
in directing the 
cameras for 
performances 
from the Royal 

Opera House 
live into cinemas 

worldwide.
*

JEREMY HASWELL (GL 1973-
78), twin brother to Jonathan, 
has been ordained in the Church 
of England since 2008, and is 
currently associate minister at St 
Luke’s Church, Grayshott. Since 
gaining his degree in Physics 
with Astrophysics at Queen Mary 

College, he has worked most of 
the time in pastoral situations 
including seven years for the 
Salvation Army in a residential 
alcohol rehab. unit, eventually 
running the therapeutic 
programme for two of those years, 
and ten years at Trinity Hospice, 
Clapham in technical support and 
IT. Jeremy then spent three and a 
half years as a commercial trainer, 
teaching finance staff how to use 
their large Database systems. 
Having trained for ministry at 
Ridley Hall Cambridge he served 
his curacy in St Albans diocese. 
His hobby is singing swing songs, 
which he does to entertain at the 
drop of a hat, and in 2013 he sang 
in the OKS Jazz evening at the 
Pheasantry, King’s Road.
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SARAH McGHIE (née Lonsdale, 
GR 1981-83) has across twenty-five 
years worked her way through a 
variety of journalistic experiences 
and is now a Lecturer in Journalism 
at City University London. After 
Cambridge, she learned her trade 
on the Reading Chronicle before 
joining The Observer in 1990 as a 
general reporter but specialising in 
stories concerning social justice. 
Subsequently she freelanced 
across a range of publications 
and from 2006 became a weekly 
columnist for the Sunday Telegraph, 
writing on climate change and 
environmental issues, with a 
particular brief on how to reduce 
domestic carbon emissions. This 
led to her being sought after for 
discussion panels. Alongside 
her practical experience Sarah 
built a considerable educational 
portfolio, teaching journalism for 
six years at the University of Kent 
before joining City University in 
2013. Her doctorate from Kent 
was awarded for her work on “The 
Representation of Journalists and 

the Newspaper Press in British 
Literature 1900-39” and in July 
she published her first book: The 
Journalist in British Fiction and 
Film, Guarding the Guardians from 
1900 to the Present (Bloomsbury 
Academic). Sarah has two children 
and lives in Whitstable.

» ALEXANDER DE WAAL
(MR 1976-80) is a reviewer particularly 
prized by the Times Literary 
Supplement. Within a fortnight he 
appraised RW Johnson’s new How 
Long will South Africa Survive? (a 
title Johnson first wrote to in 1977) 
and then provided a substantial 
appreciation of The Mediator, a 
biography of Martti Ahtissari, a 
modest-seeming but tenacious man 
who moved from being President 
of Finland from 1994 to 2000 into 
international peace-making, dealing 
with professional war-makers. 
Alexander is Executive Director of 
the World Peace Foundation at the 
Fletcher School, Tufts University, 
Massachusetts

*
SIR HUGH ROBERTSON KCMG, DL 
(BR 1976-81) has become Chairman of 
Canterbury Cathedral’s Development 
Committee. He succeeds Richard 
Oldfield, formerly a King’s parent.

*

JEREMY CARVER (GL 1976-80) 
married Luisa Caraggayan on 20 
March in Singapore.

REBECCA WALLERSTEINER 
(GR 1977-79) writes weekly for a new 
blog on the world’s medical issues, 
The Hippocratic Post. It already has 
30,000 regular users globally. She 
reviews and writes 
besides for 
a number 
of print 
publications, 
including 
The Lady, 
for which 
she had the 

wood, with rising floodwater cutting 
them off physically and mentally”. 

*
Meanwhile Jeremy was recently 
featured in the financial press as 
co-author of an Ernst & Young 
report describing how private equity 
firms are sitting on a cash pile of 
$971 billion, ready to put into the 
gas and oil sector when they judge 
the moment right. The Adrian and 
Jeremy Barnes Senior and Junior 
Cricket Prizes are awarded annually 
on Speech Day.

*
FR WULSTAN PETERBURS 
(at school Michael Peterburs, 
MR 1981-86) has become Acting 
Headmaster of Ampleforth College. 
(An article in Offcuts 39, Spring 2014 
described his work as Procurator 
(Bursar) of the Abbey and College.)

*
JAMES NEVILE (GR 1982-87) is 
Managing Director of Hampton 
Relocation and describes himself 
as GMS (Global Mobility Specialist), 
“familiar with the levels of stress 
associated with moving”. He draws 
on the experience of having done so 
many times himself, as an Army child 
and later in his career.

“enormously enjoyable” experience 
of reading Edmund de Waal’s latest 
book, The White Road.

*
JAMES NEWALL (BR 1979-84) 
married Jenny McNeill in York in 
June 2014. They welcomed baby 
Eloise Newall into the world in 
September 2015. James is currently 
spending time at home and 
considering a new career.

1980s

BRIAN BARNES (at school Adrian, 
GR 1980-84) emerged from a family 
dominated by accountants (brother 
JEREMY BARNES, (GR 1984-
89), maintains the trade, working 
successively in Venezuela, Florida 
and New York) into the entirely 
different world of experimental 
film-making. Based in London, 
and working also in the corporate 
sector (Apple, Google, Microsoft), 
Brian specialises in thrillers and 
psychological horror movies. His 
latest is The Redeeming, an “intense 
psychological thriller in which 
a disturbed single mother must 
confront a mysterious stranger in a 

Image of Sarah taken by Observer 
photographer Jane Brown CBE
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LUCY LUMSDEN (LN 1984-86), 
the former BBC and Sky comedy 
chief, has launched her own 
independent TV company, Yellow 
Door Productions, which already has 
a ‘first look’ deal with America’s ABC 
Studios. Lucy left Sky in September 
2015, saying that she wanted to get 
‘closer to the creative coal face’.

*
JUSTIN MAROZZI (MR 1984-89) is 
another OKS regularly sought after 
for well-informed reviews, a recent 
one being in The Spectator (9.7.16) 
of Malcolm Lambert’s Crusade and 
Jihad. Justin’s review concludes, 
“While the Crusades were a finite 
phenomenon, jihad lives on as a 
part of Islam”. A handful of Muslim 
scholars in recent years have bravely 
attempted to emphasise the peaceful 
concept of ijtihad – intellectual 
struggle – but “don’t hold your 
breath”.

*
NICOLA SHAW (LN 1985-87), CEO 
of HS1, author of the Shaw Report 
into the future shape and financing 
of Network Rail and soon to be 
Executive Director of National Grid 
UK, returned to King’s to talk to 
the pupils in April. Nicola fielded 
questions from the pupils who were 
fascinated to hear what she had to 
say about transport infrastructure 
and also about her career in general. 
Nicola’s talk provided the pupils with 
real-life examples that they can use in 
their exams as well as an insight into 
the business world. It was especially 
pleasing that so many girls came 
along to hear one of Britain’s leading 
businesswomen. 

ROBERT HEDDLE (MR 1988-93) 
married Mariela Moreira in Delray 
Beach, Florida on 19 March 2016. 
Robert lives and works in Florida.

JAMES PHIPSON (SH 1988-93), 
following a degree in Theology at 
Bristol, set up Clink Ltd which covers 
all aspects of business support. 
Alongside his Managing Director 
role James fits in a parallel career as 
a Special Inspector commanding a 
City of London specialist unit and is 
Commercial Director of the Economic 
Crime Directorate.

*
NICHOLAS LEWIS (Bursar 
1989-2002), who is Hon. Treasurer 
of The Friends of Canterbury 
Cathedral, cycled 1,119 miles 
from the Precincts to Santiago de 

Compostela in May, to help kick-
start the Friends’ 90th anniversary 
fundraising. The journey took 
nearly three weeks. Travelling 
without backup, he cycled an 
average of 50 miles a day and for 
five to six hours every day. He 
attributes his achievement to a 
day-time diet of bananas, cereal 
bars and plenty of water. Although 
cycling is Nick’s main mode of 
transport, this was the longest, 
most sustained ride he has ever 
done. So far, he has raised £4,500. 
Details of Nick’s adventure can 
be viewed @friendlycadence 
and www.justgiving.com/
NCLtoCompostela. Since their 
foundation, the Friends (www.
canterbury-cathedral.org/friends) 
have raised over £13million – at 
today’s value – all dedicated to 
the ‘preservation of the fabric of 
Canterbury Cathedral; the general 
maintenance of the Cathedral; 
its activities and services; its 
ornaments and furnishings’. 
Significant recent gifts from the 
Friends to the Cathedral include: 
£250,000 for the restoration of the 
Christ Church Gate and £250,000 
towards the improvement of 
welcome and interpretation 
facilities at the Cathedral.

1990s

MARIE CLARK (MT 1990-92) 
married Timothy Wills on 12 
September 2015 in the village 
of Wye at their local church of 
St Gregory and St Martin. Marie 
started work as Global Brand 
Director with Molnlycke Health 
Care in June 2015 after spending 
a year at the Design Council, and 
before that ten years at Wolff Olins.

*
BENEDICT REID (MR 1994-99) writes 
“Frederick (Freddie) Reid was born on 
3 April in the Chelsea & Westminster 
Hospital and was home on the same 
day! His sister Olivia is very excited to 
have a baby brother.” Freddie’s mum 
is Alexandra Reid (née Carty MR 1997-
99). Benedict is currently seconded 
from his role as a Director of Ernst 
Young to be Chief Executive of the 
London Market Group, responsible 
for modernising and growing the 
£60bn speciality insurance market in 
London. 

*
ADAM SIBSON (MT 1994-98) 
became engaged to Helen Paul on 
25 March 2016 at Helen’s parents’ 
home near Edinburgh. They 
were married at The Worshipful 
Company of Stationers and 
Newspaper Makers in the City of 
London on the 3 September.
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EMILY KILNER (HH 1999-2004) was married to RAIDEV AKOI 
(LN 2000-05) in Canterbury Cathedral on 6 August by Fr Martin Robbins. 
They are now living and working in Delhi. 
Copyright Anya Campbell Photography

»

ASHITHA NAGESH (MT 2003-
2008): Nolan MacGregor proposed 
to Ashitha on the 13 June, whilst 
whale watching in Anacortes, 
Washington. They were sailing 
back to shore as the sun was setting 
when he popped the question.

*
JAMES GEIDT (MO 2003-08) won 
the Joan Chissell Schumann Prize 
for Singers at the Royal Academy of 
Music. 

*
CHARLOTTE HAMBLIN (BR, LX 
2004-09) appeared in her own 
debut play For Those Who Cry 
When They Hear the Foxes Scream 
at the Tristan Bates Theatre, 
Covent Garden. The play was 
nominated for an Off West End 
Award for ‘Most Promising New 
Playwright’ 2016. 

*
VICKI MEYER-LAKER 
(JR 2004-06) travelled to Rio 2016 as 
women’s open-weight spare, whilst 
SUSANNAH TOWNSEND, who has 
coached at King’s, was a prominent 
member of the triumphant GB 
Women’s Hockey Team.

*

*
IVO NEAME (SH 1994-99) was 
prominent in Canterbury again as his 
Quintet performed in the Canterbury 
Festival at the St Gregory’s Centre on 
22 October. Their most recent album, 
Yatra, has been described as “one of 
the most significant UK jazz releases 
of the year”. He is currently on tour 
around the UK until December. See 
www.ivoneame.com for tour dates. 

*
CAROLINE TURNER (LX 1996-2001) 
married Daniel Percy at Bradbourne 
House, East Malling in Kent on 16 
April. 

*
RUMINA TAYLOR (née Shivji, 
HH 1996- 2001) and husband Kevin 
celebrated the birth of Lily Taylor on 
22 February.

*
2000s

ED REX (GL 2001-06) was featured 
prominently in the Cambridge 
Alumni Magazine CAM, Easter issue. 
In an article extolling Cambridge 
UK as an innovative entrepreneurial 
centre rivalling Cambridge across 
the water, Ed’s Jukedeck company, 
bringing artificial intelligence to 
music composition, was highly 
praised. It was the first company 
to attract joint investment by 
Cambridge Enterprise and Cambridge 
investment Capital, “one of those 
brilliant ideas which is well on its 
way to reality”, and Ed himself was 
described as “hugely backable”.

*
OLIVER LYONS (LN 2001-06) Oli 
and Alex Vitai were married at 
All Saints’ Church, Stanhoe on 8 
October with a reception afterwards 
at the bridegroom’s family home, 
Stanhoe Hall. It was very much an 
OKS affair. The best man was Henry 
Hird (LN 2001-06) with several OKS 
ushers: Oli’s brothers Charlie and 
Alistair along with Harry Osborne 
and Sam Middleton. The bride even 
had the bridegroom’s OKS sister, 
India, as a bridesmaid. Godfather 
Jolyon Lockyer (LN 1972-77) was also 
a guest. The choir was arranged by 
Tristan Hambleton (MO 2002-07) 
although he was unable to sing as 
he was performing in an opera that 
weekend. The singers included Guy 
Edmund-Jones (MO 2004-09). 
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*
ARUHAN GALIEVA 
(CY, MR 2005-10) played Sylvia in the Globe’s Two Gentlemen of Verona at 
Chilham Castle in May – and then on tour in England and around Europe. 

*

»

FREDDIE HARE 
(LN 2005-10): In what looks like an 
OKS ‘outing’, OKS from across the 
generations bumped into each other 
at the Rio Olympics. Freddie was 
working for Team GB in the Village 
for the Games and pictured also are 
Sir Hugh Robertson 

(BR 1976-81) Vice Chairman of the 
British Olympic Association, his 
wife Anna Robertson (née Copson) 
(LX 1989-91), Lucy Hynard 
(LX 2007-10) who did an internship 
at Team GB two summer ago, James 
Hynard (GL 2005-10) and Andrew 
Hynard (LX 1973-76).

ANNABEL CHURCH (MR 
2005-10) was called by Lincoln’s 
Inn to the Bar of England and 
Wales on 27 July 2016 and will 
be commencing pupillage (a 
12-month period of training) 
at Fourteen, Gray’s Inn Square 
Chambers in October 2016. The 
chambers specialise in family 
and children law, as well as 
undertaking work in the Court of 
Protection.

EMILY WILTSHIRE 
(LX 2006-11) won the Etchells 
Invitational Regatta for the 
Gertrude Cup as part of the 
Royal Thames Yacht Club 
academy team. “It was all done 
against all odds and enabled 
by the generosity of the Royal 
Thames Yacht Club.”

SASKIA BARNARD (MT/HH 2008-13) received a First on both parts of her 
English Tripos; she was placed first at Trinity College in her subject and 
12th best in the whole of Cambridge University.
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“For what is your life? It is even a 
vapour, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away – so 
we are at one point admonished in 
the Bible (James 4.14).  

 Fortunately, most of us take 
a less sombre view of earthly 
achievement most of the time, 
otherwise publications like this 
would not exist. One man whose 
life left far more than a mist or 
a shadow was Michael Herbert, 
whose immensely generous bequest 
provided the basis of funding for 
the magnificent new facility at 
Junior King’s, the Michael and 
Vibeke Music School. Its official 
opening by Harry Christophers on 
16 January was described in our last 
issue, but it was remiss of us not to 
make clear who Michael was, and 
we are grateful to Jackie Turner 
(née Porter, LN 1979-81) for putting 
us right :

“Michael Herbert was a King’s 
Scholar in School House from 1947-
53. He was Captain of Cricket and 

in the Rugby 1st XV for three years. 
He then went up to St Edmund 
Hall Oxford where he gained an 
MA in history. He became chief 
executive for the Tussaud’s Group 
when it was owned by Pearson PLC, 
which included Madame Tussaud’s 
Wax Museum, Chessington World 
of Adventure, Alton Towers and 
Warwick Castle.

Mike was immensely proud to be an 
OKS. He was Honorary Treasurer 
of the OKS Association (1970-80) 
and President from 1983-85. He 
was a Governor for twenty years 
from 1983-2003 and played a major 
part in establishing the Legacy 
Club, of which he was President. 
As godfather to my brother, it was 
Mike who persuaded me to move 
to King’s for the 6th form. When 
I introduced my future husband 
James Turner (TR 1976-81) to him 
at my brother’s wedding, Mike 
gave him the seal of approval partly 
because he was an OKS but, more 
importantly I think, because James’ 
grandfather, Godfrey Prior, had 

also been in School House, leaving 
King’s to fight in the 1st World War.

At the time I attended King’s the 
girls had no defined uniform and, 
within reason, could wear anything 
black, white or grey. This clearly 
failed to meet the high standards 
King’s aspired to, and something 
the boys found rather unfair. As a 
result, Michael’s wife, Vibe, a buyer 
for the fashion brand Jaeger, helped 
to design the first school uniform 
for the girls.

It would have delighted Mike to 
know that his involvement with 
the School and the OKS during his 
life time continues after his death, 
with the opening of the Michael and 
Vibeke Herbert Music School.”

OKS who treasure their OFFCUTS 
will be able to look back to No.18, 
Sept.2006, where Miles Mallinson, 
MO 1947-51, contributed Michael 
Herbert’s Obituary.

MICHAEL HERBERT CBE – An Omission 
(Governor 1983-2003 and Benefactor) 

TOM HUNT (SH 2011-16) has finished 
his mammoth attempt to set a new 
world record for the youngest person 
to run from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats, covering more than 800 
miles in 30 days – the equivalent of 38 
back-to-back marathons. The record 
has to be verified as we go to print 
but Tom has raised nearly £17,000 
for the ME Association. Tom was 
running to increase awareness of the 
neurological disease ME, a charity 
with which Head of CCF & DofE at 
King’s, Major Adam Vintner, has a 
strong connection. Tom’s mother 
Belinda told us, “He’s had a brilliant 
time, supported by various family 
members along the way. He’s stayed 
in a variety of places: homes of ME 
sufferers and their families, hotels 
and pubs, student accommodation, 
dairy farms, holiday homes and a 
bell tent beside a loch. He consumed 
about 6000 calories a day, and 
the support crew all enjoyed the 

challenge of finding interesting 
snacks for him to have at his pit 
stops: Cornish pasties, homemade 
cake and the Scottish delicacy of 
macaroni or lasagne pies, which 
sound delicious!”  Major Vintner 
added that, “Tom’s mental ability 
and courageous challenge put him in 
the public eye with multiple phone 

calls from ultra-marathon runners 
asking him his secret and training 
strategy to which he replied “I eat 
a lot and run as far as I can, it’s just 
simple really”. Tom’s supporters 
joined him at various stages from 
ultra-fit tri-athletes to young officers 
from The Rifles, the Regiment Tom 
wants to join post university. He ate 
pies, drank fizzy pop and after three 
pairs of new trainers, open wounds 
on both feet and legs from tape and 
supports, some very smelly running 
clothes he completed the run quoting 
Forest Gump “I’m pretty tired, I think 
I’ll go home now”. To donate please 
go to Tom’s Just Giving site www.
justgiving.com/fundraising/Tom-
Hunt-Run
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DEATHS

NILS BEHRINGER
(SH 1945-47)
died 20 September 2015

DONALD BINDEN 
(MR/WL 1947-52)
died 22 December 2015

MONTAGUE ‘MONTY’ W CAIRNS 
(SH, LX 1942-46)
died 16 April 2016

RICHARD DAVY
(SH 1945-50)
died 1 July 2015 

KENNETT GURR
(MR/MO 1939-44)
died April 2016 

KEITH HUBBARD
(MO 1942-46)
died 29 November 2015

GAYNOR MORGAN 
née SANDERS
(GR 1986-1988)
died 26 November 2014

DUDLEY PLATT
(GR 1940-44)
died 12 March 2016

SIMON RAGGETT
(WL 1957-1962)
died 8 November 2015

RUPERT ROBSON 
(LN/BR 1973-78)
died 12 September 2016

IAN WHITEHEAD 
(MO 1942-44)
died 29 August 2015

HENRY YEARWOOD 
(SH 1935-1938)
died 26 April 2016 

ObituAries

Douglas Wilmer
(LA, WL 1933-38) 

Douglas Wilmer was born on 
8 January 1920. He came to 
King’s from the Cathedral 
School, Shanghai, and was 

Secretary of the Choir and won a prize 
for Reading and Elocution as well as 
one for Drawing. 

In his autobiography Stage Whispers 
(2009) he described the origins of 
his stage career at school in 1935: 
“[The Headmaster, John Shirley] had 
a strong influence on the course of 
my life, being, almost unwittingly, 
responsible for me taking to the theatre 
as a profession. Visiting one of the later 
rehearsals of the school play, Richard 
of Bordeaux, he summarily evicted, for 
incompetence, a boy (ironically in later 
life an actual bishop) from the role 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury. He 
looked around him, spotted me, who 
had never acted in my life, and said, 
“You’ll do. With your scoundrelly looks. 
Learn the part in two days. And don’t 
go into any classes until you know it.” 
This was a mere two days before the 
actual performance. Quivering with 
fright I did as commanded.”

His portrayal attracted the attention 
of Sybil Thorndike, whose nephew 
Daniel was in the cast, and of The 
Cantuarian’s reviewer: “Wilmer 
brought out well the odious character 
of the Archbishop”. In 1936 he was 
Claudius in Hamlet – a part he reprised 
in 1970 with Alan Bates as the Prince 
– and in 1938 Henry Percy, Earl of 
Northumberland in Richard II (he was 
“confident and impressive” according 
to The Cantuarian). 

On leaving King’s he was articled to 
the architects Seeley & Paget, who had 
built the School dining hall, before 
joining RADA. During the War he 
served in the Royal Artillery in West 
Africa before being invalided out. In 
1945 he began his acting career in 
repertory but was soon appearing at 
Stratford and the West End, notably in 
the Old Vic Company. 

In the mid-fifties he played his first 
film role as the Marquess of Dorset 
in Laurence Olivier’s Richard III. His 
numerous screen credits include The 
Battle of the River Plate (1955), directed 
by fellow OKS Michael Powell, as well 
as El Cid, Cleopatra, Khartoum and 
Patton. He was a highly regarded 
character actor with a reputation for 
versatility, appearing in Fu Manchu 
and Pink Panther films as well as 
in blockbuster epics. He was also 
regularly featured on television, for 
example as Charles II in The Diary of 
Samuel Pepys (1958). 

He is best remembered as a television 
Sherlock Holmes, alongside Nigel 
Stock as Dr Watson. After appearing 
in The Speckled Band in 1964 he was 
chosen for the 12 episodes of the 
BBC series the following year. The 
experience was not a happy one, but 
as he noted in Stage Whispers: “if there 
is any episode in what may derisively 
be called my career which is at all 
likely to have made any mark, this may 
be possibly it”. His emphasis on the 
dark side of Holmes’s character was 
strikingly effective and his portrayal 
is widely regarded as the closest to the 
original. 

In his later years he lived in Suffolk, 
running a wine bar – called Sherlock’s 
– in Woodbridge, taking up painting 
and writing his memoirs. He also 
recorded audio-books of many of the 
Conan Doyle stories and made cameo 
appearances in film and television 
Holmes’ features. He died on 31 March 
2016. 

Douglas Wilmer as Claudius in Hamlet 1936 (with Thorndike at his feet).
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Daniel Thorndike was born 
on 10 March 1920. His father 
was Russell Thorndike, an 
actor who was better known 

as author of the Dr Syn novels set on 
Romney Marsh. His aunt was Dame 
Sybil Thorndike, one of the greatest 
actresses of her day. 

At school, Daniel played in hockey 
and cricket teams and was a 
successful middle distance runner, 
winning his athletics second colours. 
His first acting part was Maudelyn 
in Richard of Bordeaux (1935). The 
following year he was Hamlet, with 
his father as the producer (and his 
aunt in the audience): “there is no 
gainsaying the fact that – for a boy of 
sixteen – his was a very remarkable 
performance” wrote The Cantuarian’s 
reviewer. (Douglas Wilmer was 
Claudius – see the foregoing obituary 
and accompanying photograph.) In 
his final year he was Richard II, with 
“a sensitive but restrained study of 
Richard’s fascinating character”. 

He served in the 
Second World War, 
but was classed as 
medically unfit after 
he was run over by 
a motorcycle and 
was confined to 
administrative duties. 
He then had a long 
and successful acting 
career, mainly on 
the stage and mainly 
in supporting roles. 
He was often in 
Shakespeare at the 
National Theatre 
and played alongside 
Laurence Olivier, 
Ralph Richardson 
and John Gielgud. From time to time 
he appeared on television, notably as 
William Fothergill in Crossroads, and 
also in episodes of The Avengers and A 
Bit of Fry and Laurie. He may be best 
remembered as Lord Whiteadder in 
Blackadder II. He continued acting – 
including in local pantomimes – into 
his 80s. 

Daniel died on 5 April 2016. He had 
married Janet Lindsay at Catterick 
Camp in 1946. Janet died in 2000. 
They have two children, Nina, an 
actress who now teaches drama at 
Benenden School, and Bruce (GR 
1965-68).

Daniel Thorndike
(GR 1934-38) 

Hugh Honour co-wrote, 
with his partner of over 
50 years, John Fleming, a 
book that is a masterpiece 

of its kind, A World History of Art 
(1982). At King’s he was a School 
Monitor, Head of House, Senior 
Scholar and edited The Cantuarian: 
he was “well looked after by Shirley, 
who could recognise quality and 
encouraged it”. An obituary described 
how “a love of art, particularly 
architecture, was fired by his years at 
King’s where, like Walter Pater before 
him, he explored the great cathedral 
adjacent to the school grounds”. From 
King’s he went on to read English at St 
Catharine’s College, Cambridge.

Able to afford the life of an 
independent scholar, Hugh Honour 
wrote on a huge variety of artistic 

topics, always inspired by a sense that 
an image was the reflection of the 
culture behind it. In the mid-1950s he 
and Fleming moved to Italy, where 
they lived on the Gulf of Spezia and 
became part of the vibrant Anglo-
Italian community which was centred 
on Bernard Berenson. Moving to 
Asolo in 1957, Honour began work on 
The Companion Guide to Venice (1965) 
and also to write for Penguin Books, 
after meeting Allen Lane. For Penguin 
Honour produced two classic texts 
covering European Art from 1750 
to 1850, Neo-Classicism (1968) and 
Romanticism (1979). During the 1970s 
he and Fleming also worked on The 
Penguin Dictionary of Decorative Arts 
(1977).

The breadth of his artistic interests 
is evident in that it was the success 

of Chinoiserie (1961), his first book, 
that led to the invitation to produce 
the main exhibition for the American 
bicentennial in 1976, called The 
European Vision of America; and 
later he wrote a chapter for a series of 
books called The Image of the Black, 
which he then developed into a two-
volume study that won the Anisfield-
Wolf Book Award in 1990. A third of 
the text (itself of a quarter of a million 
words) of A World History of Art is 
devoted to non-Western art, based 
on Honour’s and Fleming’s world-
wide travelling. The two men lived 
near Luca from 1962, and Honour 
continued there after Fleming’s death 
in 2001.

Hugh Honour, born 26 September 
1927, died 20 May 2016.

Hugh Honour
(WL 1941-46) 
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Ivor Burt
(SH 1943-48)

 The following is extracted from the 
Tribute given by his elder son Charles 
at the Memorial Service held at St 
Michael’s Church, Highgate, on 26 
April.  Ivor died on 7 April 2016.

Ivor was born in October 1929 in 
Bridgend. His father, also Ivor, 
Deputy County Surveyor of 

Glamorgan, died at the age of 35 and 
mother Lilla moved to Weston-Super-
Mare, where she established a B&B, 
in time owning several and then the 
best hotel in the town. She became 
Mayoress and a County Councillor.

Lilla remarried Captain Jamie Trevitt, 
an OKS, and he sent Ivor to King’s 
in 1943. Ivor was a keen and gifted 
sportsman, and captained hockey, 
tennis and squash. On leaving King’s 
he went to work on a peach plantation 
in Jamaica but returned to take up 
a place as a medical student at St 
Thomas’s; this didn’t work out, but it 
enabled him to become a Liveryman 
of the Worshipful Company of 
Apothecaries, and Livery Dinners 
were to become very much a part of 
his life.

Ivor and Jan were married in the 
Savoy Chapel in 1954, lived for a while 
in Cadogan Street, and then moved to 
Moreton House in Highgate in 1965. 
James, Alexandra and I grew up in 
this treasured home, with its lovely 
Queen Anne architecture and Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge connections. In 
1983 it was destroyed by fire, but our 
parents worked very hard to restore it 
and today it looks as beautiful as ever.

After his time at St Thomas’s was cut 
short he “somehow managed to get 
a place at St Edmund Hall where he 
read Law, at least for a while”. From 
there he began his City career, at 
first with a firm of Lloyds brokers, 
Sir William Garthwaite’s, and then 
with Clarksons where he found his 
calling as a marine insurance broker 
and became a very young director. 
He moved some of his team into a 
merchant bank, Edward Bates, but 
this dipped in the property crash 
of the late ’70s and Ivor bought 

the insurance side and turned it 
into Intersure, a successful marine 
insurance broker dealing with 
shipowners all over the world. 

When the City was deregulated in 
1987 new suitors stalked the City for 
firms to buy up, but Intersure was 
sold to the firm that best promised to 
protect the jobs and pension fund of 
the loyal workforce. Thus Intersure 
became a subsidiary of Sale Tilney 
plc, and the Committee of Lloyds 
insisted Ivor stayed at the helm to 
see the new masters played by the 
rules. But sadly they didn’t and Ivor 
discovered irregularities involving an 
Isle of Man subsidiary. Ivor reported 
this to the Committee of Lloyds, Sale 
Tilney went bust, and since he had 
taken mostly shares when Sale Tilney 
bought Intersure, he lost a great deal 
of his money. But, true to form, he 
picked himself up, and worked for 
a while for another firm of Lloyds 
brokers, Lochain Patrick, of which he 
was briefly Chairman.

He then began to withdraw from full-
time City life, and found more time 
for voluntary activities. He chaired 
the London Branch of Missions to 
Seamen in the 1970s, and eventually 
the highly-respected Highgate 
Literary and Scientific Society. 
He was a member of the Royal 
Corinthian Yacht Club at Cowes and 
loved fly-fishing on the chalk streams 
of Hampshire and Wiltshire as a 
member of the Piscatorial Society.

Jan died of cancer in 2001 but it was 
not long before Ivor met and married 
Julie, introducing him to a new family 
of two children, to add to the three of 
us (Charles, James (SH 1975-1980) and 
Alexandra). As a father, Ivor had been 
in the benevolent dictator category, 
though always loving, but nothing 
could induce him to find fault in any 
of his ten grandchildren. We all miss 
him greatly. 
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Roger Bedingfield liked to 
think that he was a relative of 
Richard de Bedyngfeld, who 

was one of the first boys known to 
have been at school in Canterbury. 
A letter to Queen Philippa from the 
Prior of Canterbury in 1332 responded 
to the Queen’s request that Richard 
be admitted into the Almonry School. 
Roger was evacuated to Cornwall 
during the war and went straight into 
the Army in 1947, age 18, as part of 
the 32nd Army Reconnaissance Tank 
Corps. Released from the Army in 
1952, he was offered a job managing 
a rubber estate in Malaysia, a role 
described as very demanding, highly 
dangerous and extremely isolated. 
Arriving in a foreign land, carrying 
a pistol & carbine, teapot and not 
much else, Roger was thrown in at the 

deep end. On one occasion Roger was 
ambushed and shot badly in the leg. 
He learnt Tamil and Malay and spent 
the next 16 years managing rubber 
estates. 

The job allowed Roger four months 
every two years of paid leave 
which he used to travel around 
the world several times, visiting 
every continent. Malaysia achieved 
independence in 1958 and British 
companies began a slow wind-down. 
He arrived back in the UK in 1966 
aboard the Queen Elizabeth from 
New York and began working in 
the precious stones business. Roger 
married Jane May in 1967 and they 
began a family in 1968. When he 
wasn’t working he would organise 
adventurous family holidays for his 

three children and in retirement he 
continued his travels to Chile, Alaska 
and Zanzibar. Roger loved life, was 
an independent spirit, a collector 
of antiques, a voracious reader who 
never tired of learning, and a loving 
father and grandfather. 

Roger Bedingfield
(MO 1943-46) 

John ‘Peter’ Harbin was a left-handed 
fencer who distinguished himself by 
attaining the semi-final pool of the 
Public Schools Foil Championship 
and the son of George Leslie Harbin 
(KSC 1920-23), who presented an 
inter-house fencing cup in 1950. 
Peter narrowly missed out on being 
part of the British Olympic fencing 
squad as a young man but continued 
competing in Australian national and 
international events into his 60s and 
70s. He was scheduled to compete in 
Adelaide in June, aged 83, before his 
death in February. 

Peter’s parents were both involved in 
motor racing and Peter was invited to 
race at Le Mans until a motor racing 
accident left him with a fractured 
skull and his father injured. A spell 
of family convalescence in Western 
Australia led to the purchase of 
‘Tinglewood Lodge’, an isolated 
guest house and a permanent base in 
Australia. Peter and his father rebuilt 
the lodge after a guest’s camp stove 

burnt it down but Peter eventually 
sold the property to spend more time 
with his son Piers. With his tourism 
experience and love of motor racing, 
Peter was more than qualified to take 
on the management of the York Motor 
Museum in Beverley W.A. where for 
the last 18 years he brought the cars 

out of the museum and onto the 
streets for all to enjoy. Peter died on 
9 February 2016, leaving Ursula, his 
wife of 33 years, and children Piers 
and Debra. His daughter Claudia pre-
deceased him.

John Harbin
(MO 1945-51) 
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Fr Dmitri Galitzine
(GR 1943-45) 

At a time when more Russian pupils 
are entering UK independent schools 
than ever before, there is a certain 
poignancy about predecessors whose 
lives had all encompassed loss and 
exile. We are grateful to his daughter, 
Mrs Marina Fedoroff, for this obituary.

My father was born on 23 
December 1927 in Perm, 
Soviet Russia. His father 
was Prince Nikolai 

Emmanuelovich Galitzine and his 
mother Countess Irina Dmitrievna 
Tatischeva. Both his parents were 
imprisoned by the Communists 
several times and they first met each 
other as prisoners being sent into 
exile to Perm, in the Ural Mountains. 
They were married in Perm in 1925. 

My father’s maternal grandfather, 
Count Dmitri Tatischev, was shot 
in 1919. He had been promoted to 
Lieutenant-General just before the 
revolution in Russia and had been 
very close to Tsar Nicholas II. He was 
in charge of the Royal train which 
took the Tsar to the war front and 
back during World War 1. His great 
grandmother was Countess Elizabeth 
Narishkina. She was the Mistress 
of the Robes to the last Tsarina 
Alexandra and had been a lady in 
waiting to the last three Tsarinas of 
Russia. She was held under arrest 
together with the Tsar and his family 
in Tsarskoe Selo, but she couldn’t 
travel with them to Tobolsk as she was 
too old. She managed to leave Russia 
later and died in Paris. 

At one time my grandmother was put 
in prison whilst she was expecting 
my father in Perm. She was very 
upset and didn’t want to eat any 
food that was given to her. The 
prison guard felt sorry for her and 
told her that she must think about 
the baby in her womb. She took this 
kind advice from the guard and 
later she was let out. In 1932 when 
my father was four years old they 
managed to escape to Germany by the 
help and intervention of President 
Hindenburg. At that time Stalin 
wanted to have good relations with 

Germany. From there they came 
to England. This was a miracle as 
nobody like my grandparents were 
allowed to leave Soviet Russia at this 
time. 

My father’s family were very poor 
when they first arrived in England 
and they were helped by relations and 
kind English people. At the age of six 
my father was sent to Grange House 
Prep school. It was very difficult for 
him as he couldn’t speak any English. 
Then he went to King’s School 
Canterbury, but he was never actually 
in Canterbury as it was during the 
war when the school was evacuated to 
Cornwall. 

As a young man my father was very 
good at sport and played as a three-
quarter for Wasps. He also played 
water polo for the Penguin Swimming 
Club, and for the London team 
against Brussels. He was chosen to 
play in the Olympics in Australia 
in 1956 but was not allowed to go as 
he hadn’t yet been naturalized. He 
worked in the Foreign Office and 
spent six years in Tehran from 1956 
to 1962. He also worked for Banham 
Locksmith Company and for Hambro 
Life insurance and SunLife insurance. 

In 1966 my father married Miss 
Eileen Wingfield. In 1968 I was 
born, their only daughter. He was 
an active member of the Russian 
Orthodox Church Abroad all his life. 
He was ordained a Reader and then a 
Subdeacon. 

My mother died of cancer in 
1980, after which my father took a 
sabbatical and went to USA with me 
to live by the Holy Trinity Russian 
Orthodox Monastery in upstate 
New York, where he attended the 
Seminary. He later said that this 
was the best decision he ever made 
in his life, particularly for the good 
impression it left on me. He served in 
the altar with St John of Shanghai and 
St Philaret of New York. 

My father always taught me, “Church 
before work before play”. Also, 
“Humility is a tower of strength but 
pride is a weakness”.

My father retired from the Foreign 
Office in about 1992. He visited Russia 
several times, particularly after I 
married and moved to Russia with 
my husband. He died whilst visiting 
me and my family in Greece on 9th 
March 2016 and was buried at the 
Holy Angels Convent in Afidnai near 
Athens.  

Note : The Russian Orthodox 
Church Abroad (ROCA) is not the 
Church under the jurisdiction of 
the Patriarch of Moscow but was 
established by émigrés in opposition 
to the Sergianism (allegedly 
collaborationist) that occurred 
in the Patriarchal Church in the 
1920s. Dmitri played a leading role 
in building the Russian Orthodox 
Cathedral in Chiswick, but when this 
Cathedral, despite his opposition, 
established a rapprochement with 
the Moscow Patriarchate he became 
a member of the Old Calendar Greek 
Church, who refer to themselves as 
the Genuine Orthodox Christians of 
Greece. Thereafter he worshipped 
at Brookwood, in Surrey.
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Stephen Hardisty
(WL/LN 1951-56) 

Sir Nigel Nicholls (MO/LN 1951-56) 
has kindly forwarded an abbreviated 
version of the eulogy given at 
Stephen’s memorial service in May.

“Stephen was born in December 
1937, the only child of Rupert and 
Winifred Hardisty. He started at 
Milner Court in 1946. I first met him 
at the age of eight on our first night 
at the prep school. New boys shared 
two small adjacent dormitories in the 
Headmaster’s house and a pyjama-
clad figure crawled in from next door 
to say Hello. Asked his name, he said 
‘Stephen’. That was the last time 
Christian names were used for many 
years. Those were austere days.

At Milner Court, amongst other 
interests, Stephen took up the 
clarinet. A keen music lover, he was 
an enthusiastic and accomplished 
player, who became the leader of the 
school military band, formed by our 
exuberant Irish ex-bandmaster wind 
teacher, Paddy Purcell. Stephen, Peter 
Furneaux, a fellow-clarinettist, and 
I on the bassoon formed a trio and 
learnt a pair of Mozart divertimenti: 
the powers that be were so impressed 
with our performance that we were 
called upon to repeat it at a Christmas 
concert at the King’s senior school. 
Sadly, our efforts went unrecorded.

Stephen also enjoyed acting. The 
Headmaster was a Shakespearean 
enthusiast who every summer 
term produced a play, performed 
appropriately in the magnificent 
Tudor tithe barn in the school 
grounds. Stephen’s first appearance 
was as the apparition of a bloody child 
in Macbeth, and his performance was 
rewarded by promotion the following 
year to be a dignified Alonso, King of 
Naples, in The Tempest; and the year 
after he was an impressive Brutus in 
Julius Caesar.

Stephen went on to King’s, following 
in his father’s footsteps, in 1951. He 
was a popular member of his year, 
among other things participating 
in house drama productions and, 
of course, keeping up his clarinet 

playing, again as leader of the 
school military band. King’s meant 
a great deal to him. In later life, he 
was assiduous in attending OKS 
functions, both in London and in 
Canterbury. 

Stephen won an Exhibition to Trinity 
College, Oxford, to read Law. It was 
there he became a keen oarsman, 
rowing for the College. This may have 
been stimulated in his last term at 
King’s, when the First Eight reached 
the final of the Princess Elizabeth Cup 
and the entire school decamped to 
Henley to lend vocal support. 

After graduating Stephen trained as 
a chartered accountant, joining Peat 
Marwick (now KPMG). He worked 
there for some twenty years. This 
gave him the opportunity to travel 
to conduct audits – to Switzerland 
and later to Tehran (in the days of the 
Shah). On leaving Peats he went into 
partnership as a financial adviser, for 
over twenty years, with his former 
flatmate, in Tiptree, Essex where he 
endeared himself to clients, staff and 
professional colleagues. 

His membership of the Oxford and 
Cambridge Club provided a favourite 
venue for entertaining his friends 
to dinner on Saturday evenings. 
Also, Stephen derived especial 
pleasure from his membership of 
the Woolmen’s Company. Despite an 
inherent shyness, he was gregarious 
and took as full a part as he could as 
a Liveryman, in particular attending 
the annual Master’s away Weekends, 
some of which took place outside the 
UK, including as far afield as New 
England.

Travel, in fact, was a particular 
passion of his. He visited all five 
continents. High points were South 
Africa, Peru, Venezuela and Australia. 
He also went on his own on a guided 
tour of Peninsular War battlefields. 
An ancestor had been a senior officer 
on Wellington’s staff.

Stephen was much loved and 
respected by all who knew him. 

Tributes have been rightly paid to 
his good nature and quiet sense of 
humour. He was a very easy person 
to be with, always happy to fall in 
with one’s plans. He was a loyal, 
thoughtful and supportive friend. 
An outstanding characteristic was 
his unfailing generosity. I can never 
recall Stephen saying an unkind word 
about anyone. 

It is no secret that over the last few 
years Stephen was not the man he 
was, and it was distressing to see 
the continuing deterioration in his 
condition. But until very recently his 
memories of his early life remained 
as vivid as ever and he delighted 
in going over his large collection 
of photographs and recalling their 
provenance. The care taken by his 
close friends to ensure that his affairs 
and general welfare were properly 
managed typified the respect and 
affection in which he was held. It was 
a great comfort to know that he was 
in good hands. Stephen was a man of 
many parts. We shall all miss him.”



16 For the record    AutumN 2016

A Memorial Service took place 
on 17 September 2016 at St 
Andrew’s Church, Oxford. The 
following obituary is sourced 
partly from The Dragon School 
and family friend Ian Murchie.

Robin Houghton, known 
affectionately as ‘Lofty’, 
died peacefully at home 
after a long illness, bravely 

fought, on 27 May 2016.

He arrived at King’s from the Dragon 
School in September 1954 and left in 
March 1959. He was a King’s Scholar, 
an Able Seaman in the Royal Naval 
Section and a monitor as well as 
Secretary of the School Band – and 
described as ‘a valuable trumpeter’ 
when he left. A burgeoning scientific 
mind encouraged him to make fudge 
which was popular with his peers but 

a failed attempt to blow up a school 
boundary wall (later part of Luxmoore 
House) was less popular with the staff. 
His scientific credentials were evident 
in his talk to the Harvey Society on 
the ‘Cathode Ray Oscilloscope’. 

He went back to the Dragon in 
1959 and after St John’s, Oxford, he 
returned to the school full time to 
teach, becoming Head of Science and 
a housemaster. He married his wife 
Andrea in 1970 and during this period 
he began organising prize giving 
and Leavers’ Books at the Dragon 
School, a job he did with meticulous 
dedication for 56 years. 

Robin had two daughters, Joanna (WL 
1990-95) who was in the Choir and 
Orchestra and went on to read Maths 
and Management at King’s College, 
London and Fran (WL 1993-98).

Robin exercised an influence on the 
reputation of Rowing at King’s far 
beyond his own prowess in a boat by 
virtue of being father of Fran who can 
certainly be called the first world-
class sportswoman the School has 
produced. Sadly, Robin died before 
he was able to celebrate Frances’ 
latest achievement – an Olympic 
silver medal which she wore to the 
memorial service. 

Robin Houghton
(LN 1954-59) 

Although Gareth played a 
range of sports including 
the rugby 3rd XV, athletics 
team, 2nd VI tennis (and 

‘also played’ in 1st VI) it was his 
dramatic talents that took centre 
stage. It was noted that he ‘had both 
authority and the weight of years’ 
in his interpretation of Henry IV 
in Henry IV Part 2 in King’s Week 
1963. The Headmaster’s leaving note 
says: “Considerable charm, energy, 
initiative and dramatic ability”.  

Gareth enrolled at RADA in 1964 and 
made his television debut in 1965 
as Benvolio in Romeo and Juliet. 
Many TV appearances (and radio 
performances) followed over the 
years, receiving BAFTA nominations 
for performances in BBC Play for 
Today Stocker’s Copper in 1974 and 
Morgan’s Boy in 1984. There were 
numerous appearances in household 
favourites such as The Avengers, 

Z-Cars, Taggart, Coronation Street, 
Midsomer Murders and Casualty but 
it was as the title character Roj Blake 
in the BBC’s cult sci-fi series Blake’s 
7 that he was best-known. Over 10 
million viewers tuned in each week. 
But after two seasons and only 28 
out of the 52 episodes screened he 
told producers he had had enough. 
He said “One episode of Blake’s 7 will 
have been seen by more people than 
all the Royal Shakespeare Company 
shows I’ve done put together. People 
stop me in the street and say. ‘Oi, you 
know who you used to be don’t you?’ I 
always answer, Yes and I still am’.”

An accomplished stage actor, 
he appeared in many English 
Shakespeare Company productions 
(including a reprise of his King’s 
role as Henry IV), as well as stage 
credits for Educating Rita, Cat on 
a Hot Tin Roof and The Crucible. 
Gareth received great praise for his 

performance as Ephraim Cabot in 
Desire Under the Elms in 2010 at the 
New Vic Theatre. 

He leaves a wife, Linda, and a son 
from his first marriage; a daughter 
predeceased him.

Gareth Thomas
(LX 1958-63) 
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in hOnOured memOry

‘SOLDIERING ON’

Nick Lewis (BURSAR 1989 -2002) writes 

When the history of the 
King’s School of the 
last quarter of the 20th 
century is written, 

significant ‘milestones’ such as the 
move to full co-education and the 
‘Omnibus Lease’ (under which the 
School secured tenure of a significant 
portion of the Precincts) will, rightly, 
feature prominently. But it is, perhaps, 
a less well remembered event which 
should form the greater part of our debt 
to the dedicated group of governors who 
took the often radical decisions which 
helped to transform the fortunes and 
secure the future of the King’s School.

Eric Arthur Vallis was a man whose 
self-effacing modesty and concern 
for others, underpinned by a deep 
Christian faith, belied a sharp business 
acumen. A Chartered Surveyor, like 
his grandfather, he devoted his life 
and professional experience to each 
and every institution that he served – 
whether in a paid or honorary capacity 
– amongst them the Duchy of Cornwall, 
Oriel College, Oxford, the United 
Oxford and Cambridge Club in London, 
Daniel Smith (Chartered Surveyors) in 
which he was a partner, the Diocese of 
Canterbury, Canterbury Cathedral, and 
King’s.

Eric gave himself totally to the life and 
work of the Cathedral and its School. 
It is, perhaps, not well known that, for 
a significant part of the last century, 
King’s finances were in a pretty parlous 
state. Eric became closely involved in 
preserving capital and, with careful 
control and judicious borrowing, he 
helped to improve finances at a time of 
significant deficits. Under his guidance 
and stewardship, a number of major 
property developments occurred: the 
purchase of 21 St Radigund’s Street (as 
well as the next-door property – which 
became the Design and Technology 
Centre); the extension and conversion 
of Linacre House; the purchase of 114 
St Stephen’s Road; the acquisition of 

Pluck’s Gutter and Westbere Lakes; the 
creation of a new pavilion at Birley’s 
and the sale of 73/75 Dover Road (old 
Luxmoore and Coombe Houses).

But the single most significant 
transaction which Eric influenced 
was the purchase of the freehold of 
St Augustine’s College. The eminent 
architect William Butterfield 
had overseen the restoration and 
reconstruction of part of the original 
St Augustine’s Abbey to create a 
missionary training college. The 
buildings had been used as a training 
college between 1848 and 1967 
and when Peter Pilkington came 
as Headmaster, King’s took on the 
premises as tenant. However, the lease 
was due to come to an end in 2001 with 
the real possibility of the School having 
to vacate the premises.

Lengthy discussion ensued amid 
anxieties about the cost of accumulated 
stonework repairs, and the capital 
required to acquire a long-term or 
permanent interest in the property. 
It was also firmly believed that no 
development would ever be permitted 
on the site. These anxieties led to 
suspension of negotiations in 1990 

and even prompted consideration of 
reducing the size of the School and of 
building boarding houses on Blore’s!

Gently but purposefully, Eric 
persevered, inviting the Governors 
to reconsider. Detailed surveys were 
instigated and a careful plan drawn up 
to phase (significant) repair work over a 
decade or more. Negotiations resumed 
and, eventually, on 19 November 
1993, the school secured the outright 
purchase – not only of the whole of 
the St Augustine’s site, but also of the 
Monastery Street Cottages.

We owe Eric an enormous debt of 
gratitude for this achievement, thus 
fulfilling the aim – expressed in an 1843 
edition of the Kent Herald: ‘it was to be 
hoped that the King’s School would in 
due course move from obscurity into a 
noble Collegiate School at St Augustine’s’!
In concluding this brief account of 
Eric’s contribution to King’s, I draw, 
with gratitude, on the Dean’s address at 
Eric’s funeral:

Eric had been in the Home Guard and 
likened himself to Private Pike of Dad’s 
Army, often referring to himself as ‘Boy 
Vallis’. In his later years, when asked 

Eric Arthur Vallis OBE
(King’s School Governor 1981 - 1996)
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James Bridge
(Common Room 1982-2000)

James went to school in Oxford 
and gained an Exhibition 
to Christ Church, where he 
remained to conduct his 

research for his D. Phil. Professor 
A.D. Buckingham, FRS (Sometime 
Professor of Theoretical Chemistry 
at the University of Cambridge 
and sometime Tutor in Physical 
Chemistry at Christ Church, Oxford), 
James’s research director, writes of 
him: “His research on the polarisation 
of laser light scattered by small 
molecules was successful and led 
to a highly cited paper in Proc. Roy. 
Soc. A, 1966, 295, 334-349. He went 
on to a postdoctoral appointment 
in the laboratory of Professor David 
Dows in the University of Southern 
California.” 

After returning to the UK, James 
became a lecturer at the University 
of Kent at Canterbury. Taking early 
retirement from UKC, James joined 
the Physics Department at King’s in 
1982, becoming, with his formidable 
intellect and inexhaustible 
enthusiasm for all things scientific, 
very much the departmental guru. 
He also ran the School Swimming 
Club with cheerful efficiency for 
many years and was a long-standing 
and popular tutor in Tradescant. The 
sensitive, and deeply caring, side of 
James’s character was perhaps best 
shown by his valuable work with 
pupils having special needs.

Jonathan Allday, sometime 
Head of Physics at King’s, 
writes that: “James was 
a wonderful friend and 
colleague who cared 
enormously about the well-
being of all of his pupils. He 
was an incredibly inventive 
and hard-working teacher, 
putting a great deal 
of effort into creating 
worksheets and question 
sheets that were clear, easy 
to use and yet developed 
a pupil’s understanding. 
Some of the practicals and 
demonstrations that James 
invented were ingenious 
and in some instances 
ahead of their time. In 
my view his masterpiece 
was his development 
of a piece of software 
that could analyse the 
acceleration of a firework 
rocket that James had 
videoed on bonfire night. 
This inventiveness and 
diligence was not confined 
to his own pupils, James 
was always keen to share 
his ideas and to show the other 
members of the department what he 
was working on. On many occasions I 
would wander into James’s lab to find 
him tinkering with something he had 
thought about the night before and 
which he was trying to get to work. 
James was a very proud and devoted 

family man, who took great pride in 
keeping us informed about Marcus 
and Adam. Visits to James and Jane 
were always punctuated with warm 
hospitality and laughter. The King’s 
School has lost an icon.” James died 
on 27 March 2016.

how things were, he was wont to reply: 
‘soldiering on’.

Eric was infinitely and quintessentially 
the English gentleman and, as he went 
about his life and work, there was an 
essential shyness about him. At the 
same time, the rhythm of daily Choral 
Evensong, and serving as a Steward in 
the Cathedral that he loved so much for 
29 years, were very much part of his life.

The Christian hope that Eric embodied 
is very much lived out on two completely 
different planes: first of all there is hope 
for this life; hope which means that you 
can add something good to it and, in 

many ways – both evident and hidden 
– Eric did that for this community: 
believing in and encouraging people, 
making life better for them, as he went 
quietly about his business.

But the other plane has an infinite 
dimension. In his heart, as he said his 
prayers – quite often in the Memorial 
Garden (near to where his wife Lucy’s 
ashes were interred) – Eric had that 
hope of the eternity of the Kingdom of 
Heaven which gave everyone a kind of 
hope (when they saw Eric sitting there 
praying or in the same seat in the Quire 
at Evensong).

Eric lived out both hopes and we shall 
miss him in his place at Evensong. 
However, I have no doubt whatever, that 
if we were able to have a glimpse of the 
Kingdom of Heaven – where those Angels 
in Psalm 91 (the song that Eric chose for 
Lucy’s funeral all those years ago) would 
‘have charge over him to keep him in all 
his ways’ – we would see the Archangel 
Estates Surveyor in the limitless fields 
of Heaven and, working alongside 
– conscious of the company of Lucy 
regained – we would find ‘Boy Vallis’ – 
‘soldiering on’. 
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From the archives

We are grateful to all those who have 
sent items to the School Archives, 
including: 

Iain Gow for enabling us to acquire 
a magnificent ‘association copy’ of 
Greece by Christopher Wordsworth. 
This was the Captain’s Prize for 1871 
and is inscribed by Headmaster 
JOHN MITCHINSON to the future 
Headmaster THOMAS FIELD. 

*
HUGH BOULTBEE (SH 1971-76) for 
sending us several items; in particular 
the typescript of ‘A Satirical Oratorio’ 
by EUSTACE CORNELIUS (SH 
1938-43) and TOM KIDD (SH 1939-
43), with additional lyrics by TOM 
BOULTBEE (SH 1938-43) among 
others. This sends up the famously 
corpulent Chaplain David Brooke, aka 

‘The Tank’. It includes the lines:
 Some say we’re like a Zeppelin, 
 Others say more like ten.

*
The daughter of PETER PERKINS 
(WL 1939-43) for some pictures and 
other memorabilia that had belonged 
to her father. 

*
CHRISTOPHER MANNING-PRESS 
(SH 1944-49) for two records, of the 
School Orchestra and the Choir, 
as well as two photographs of the 
rebuilding of the dining hall.

*
JOHN DREW (LN 1952-57) for copies 
of letters he wrote home during the 
1956 Red Dean petition affair. He 
has also sent extracts from letters 
illustrative of the Haymakers Cricket 
Club. 

*
Karen Berry-Hart for giving us a copy 
of the reminiscences of her father 
PAUL WILSON (KSC 1925-27). He 
was one of the last boys in the Junior 
School when it was in what is now 
Walpole House. 

*
ANTHONY PHILLIPS (HM 1986-96) 
for a picture of St Augustine’s and a 
portrait of himself done by Sir Roy 
Calne in 1993. 

*
CHRIS BANFIELD (Director of 
Drama 2000-05) for copies of video 
recordings of his productions from 
The Government Inspector to The 
Lark. Chris is now Admissions Tutor 
at Ibstock Place School, Roehampton. 

The Shirley 
Archive
On Ascension Day we were delighted 
to welcome Elizabeth (Zizi) 
Montgomery and Henrietta (Etta) 
Stickland, daughters of Charles 
Shirley and granddaughters of Canon 
Shirley. They brought with them 22 of 
FJS’s box files as well as some books 
and photographs to deposit in the 
School Archives. Among the many 
fascinating items there is much on 
John Shirley’s appointment as Canon 
and Headmaster (from both Worksop 
and Canterbury sides) and on his 
relations with Dean Hewlett Johnson. 
There are also many letters from 
OKS, members of staff and various 
more or less notable figures, as well 
as numerous sermons and other 
writings on religion, and records of 
his historical researches, especially 
into eighteenth century clergy in 
Kent. Future historians will find 
much here to round out the picture of 
this remarkable man. 

The School has acquired for the 
Walpole Collection a typescript 
of PATRICK LEIGH FERMOR’s 
account of the capture of General 
Kreipe on Crete in 1944. This was 
commissioned in 1966 for Purnell’s 

History of the Second World War, 
but it arrived late and was far 
longer than had been agreed. The 
36,000-word text was cut down to 
4,000 words and entirely recast for 
publication. The full version, entitled 

‘Abducting a General’, eventually 
appeared in 2014. The typescript has 
numerous pencilled amendments, 
and is accompanied by the related 
correspondence between PLF and the 
publisher. 
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