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Roland Tolputt (SH 1951-56) will be
standing down in May 2013 as Kent County
Councillor for Folkestone South.  He was
elected unexpectedly in 2001 and his
division is very diverse, with one ward
containing much attractive property whilst
the other two are at the top of the
deprivation indices in the South East (there
are areas of Kent more deprived than similar
areas in the North).  Kent is the largest
administrative County in England in
population, with a budget last year of £2.2
billion.

Roland has been on the Education
Committee for many years and is a founder
member of the Kent Health Overview and
Scrutiny, which examines and discusses any
major changes to services offered by the
NHS.  His family ran a timber merchants
and importers in Folkestone for over one
hundred years, and previous generations
were Mayors of the Borough.

Lord (Tristan) Garel-Jones (GR 1954-
60) is that rare entity, a Daily Telegraph
correspondent who supports the single
currency.  In a letter published 9.6.12 he
expressed confidence that the countries of
the eurozone are on the route to pool their
economic sovereignty.  Britain (he
continued) has “triple-A status because our
Government has legally enforceable fiscal
and budgetary controls which the markets
endorse.  That is where the eurozone is
heading.  All the main Spanish banks
(Santander, BBVA) are solvent…”

Jane Edred Wright (Hon OKS) will
climb to the top of Kilimanjaro in January
2013 to raise money for the charity Destiny
of a Child.  If you would like to help please
contact Jane Edred Wright via the OKS
office.  We wish her the best of luck.

Michael Morpurgo (GL 1957-62),
whose talk in King’s Week (see Offcuts) made
such a strong impression, is the subject of a
collaborative biography by Maggie
Fergusson.  Michael Morpurgo:  War Child to  War
Horse was extensively reviewed when it
appeared in June.  Each of Ms Fergusson’s
seven chapters is accompanied by a newly-
written story by Michael, including one
relating to his Canterbury school days.

Amongst other prominent activities,
Michael gave the inaugural Library Lecture
at the Telegraph Hay Festival on 1 June, in
which his theme was children’s rights, which
for him must include a well-stocked library
and teachers who can enthuse them about
books.

Harry Christophers (MR 1967-72) was
awarded the CBE in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours : ‘Founder, The Sixteen, For
services to Music’.

Sumant Dhamija (GR 1968-69) has
published Jassa Singh Ahluwalia 1718-83 The
Forgotten Hero of Punjab (Social Science Press
Orient Black Swan) about his ancestor. 

Stephen Barlow (GR 1968-72) 
conducted the Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra in performances of 

Tchaikovsky’s Queen of Spades at Grange Park
Opera, Hampshire this summer described
as: “gripping both dramatically and musically
and superbly conducted by Stephen Barlow”.
He and Patrick Williams (WL 1968-72)
gave their annual Recital of Flute and Piano
in the Cathedral Crypt immediately prior to
this year’s Canterbury Festival.  This time (on
12 October) they performed music by
Scarlatti, Bach, Poulenc, Schubert &
Messiaen.

Neil Canetty-Clark (BR 1975-78)
continues to run a free community trading
site, aimed exclusively at parents with
children at private schools,
www.schoolstrader.com .

Hugh Robertson (BR 1976-81) has won
much praise this summer for his role within
the Olympic Games.  In the words of one
commentator:
“The project (rose) above politics, thanks
largely to the commitment of Tessa Jowell
and Sports Minister Hugh Robertson.
Jowell persuaded Tony Blair and Gordon
Brown to bid, and then negotiated a
budget of £9.3 billion that was big
enough to absorb the effects of the
global financial crisis, and a massive
increase in security.  Robertson,
alongside Culture Secretary Jeremy
Hunt, then set about defending that
budget in the spending reviews and
cuts that followed the 2010 election.”
(see Offcuts also). 
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Rachel Jewkes (WL 1978-80),
sister of Helen Callender, to whom
she pays tribute in our Obituaries, has
had a remarkable career, about which
she has promised to write in a
subsequent Offcuts.  Having been a
pillar of the Anti-Apartheid
Movement, she married a South
African and has lived there for the last
18 years.  Trained as a medical doctor,
she has specialised in Public Health
medicine, and works at South Africa’s
Medical Research Council, running
the Gender & Health Unit.
Particularly she researches gender-
based violence, especially intimate
partner violence and sexual violence
(including child sexual abuse). 

She has authored over two hundred
publications and is an Honorary
Professor of the University of
Witwatersrand.

Tom Whyte (GR 1981-86, Common
Room 2005-07) and James
Lawrence (GR 1983-88) have
carried their House cricketing skills
through to club cricket.  In the 2011
season they were respectively the best
bowler (23 wickets at an average of
14) and batsman (601 runs, av. innings
46) for the Stage CC, which is actively
recruiting cricketers who have a
connection with the stage as
performers, writers or ancillary
professions.  See www.stage.co.uk

Justin Marozzi (MR 1984-89)
continues to be one of the most called-
on commentators in the Middle East.
In The Spectator of 11.8.12 he wrote a
major review of four books on Syria:

“This quartet offers little in the way of
optimism for Syria.  Bleakness is the
order of the day.  Assad will not go
quietly.  The minorities are right to
fear for the future… it is surely
difficult to predict anything but
sectarian strife for years to come.”
Nick Shepley (TR 1987-92) was
awarded his PhD from University
College, London in 2010.  The title
was Henry Green (1905-73): An Oblique

Approach to the Everyday.  He has been a
teaching fellow there in Modern
British and American Literature ever
since.   After months of preparation he
and his wife Erika ran a major Festival
on London and Literature for UCL on
15 June, with writers like AS Byatt,
Iain Sinclair, Alan Hollinghurst and
Will Self contributing.  One Day in the
City’s aim was this:
“At a time when Arts and Humanities
funding was being slashed and
students’ fees were tripling there was
a lot of negativity in the air, and rather
than try to justify the economics of
students paying £27,000 to study an
Arts degree it seemed more sensible
to show [the value of] it.”

Hilary Lister (née Rudd, GR 1988-
89), quadriplegic sailor, has had her
remarkable solo navigation around the
coast of Britain commemorated by
former KSC parent Peter Williams’
film, A Race Against Time.

Harriet Shere (MT 1994-97) is
working as a doctor for Raleigh
International in India this Autumn. 

Lucinda Russell (née French, MT
1996-98) has been working at
Sotheby’s for the last 7 years or so, as
PA to the Chairman, Henry Wyndham.
Shortly before her wedding, hers was
the frontispiece photograph of Country
Life on 25 July. There is, she says, never
a dull moment at Sotheby’s, “especially
so recently – whilst I was up to my
ears in pre-wedding administration,
the week before getting married, my
poor boss was accidentally shot on the
grouse moor. So I found myself
dealing with helicopters and hospitals
and the press whilst simultaneously
trying to make decisions about flower
arrangements and bridesmaids’
shoes!”.

Oluseye Soyode-Johnson (LX
1995-2000) has recently launched a
new internet-based gaming company
for Africa, called MALIYO Games.
The company is based in Nigeria, and
Oluseye writes:

“Africa is going through the first stage
of a larger economic and technological
revolution.  I and a few other
entrepreneurial OKS I know are
poised to be part of that.  I still
remember King’s fondly and how
much it has contributed to the
professional skills, background and
business networks I now have.”

Anthony Teale (GL 1997-2002) has
launched a new company in the USA,
Gablit.com and will do so at a later
date in the UK. Gablit.com is a search
and discovery engine which allows
publishers to promote events and for
users to find them using time,
location, relevance and social filters.
The system is designed so that users
can ask “I am in this location, at this
time and I like these things – what can
I do with my time?”   This sounds like
an exciting new venture and we wish
Anthony and Gablit.com every success
for the future.

Charles Dalton (MO 2005-10) and
3 other students in the band The Penny
Arcade Quartet,have been signed to a
multi-million-pound record deal after
being talent spotted singing carols in
their local pub.  They were performing
at the Uxbridge Arms in Notting Hill
for extra cash to help them through
their university courses.

Two music industry figures, who were
regulars at the pub, saw them and
signed them up to a five-album deal
with Mercury Records.

AN ANNIVERSARY OF
LIMES

In keeping with a national mood, this
autumn’s OKS publication has been
one of celebrations and anniversaries.
In Offcuts , there can be heard the
distant reverberations of the great
victory 70 years ago at El Alamein, the
first time British armour and men had
thrown back the German and Axis
advance; and in our smaller world of
school life 150 years of the Boat Club,
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embellished by a Bronze medal at Eton
Dorney; and 50 years on from Canon
Shirley’s retirement, his last Captain of
School, Michael Morpurgo, won
King’s Week admirers in a role far
different from when he paraded his
elite CCF group before the
Headmaster. 

Only the sharp eyes and mental
precision of the Assistant Archivist,
however, will have been able to draw
our attention to the significance this
year of the two big lime trees on the
South side of the Green Court. Many
years ago the remnants of the
inscription plaque for one of them
were still in situ; a few bits of it survive
in the Archives.

The inscriptions were:
PACTA BONO TESTOR SPONSALIA
SIDERE REGNI
NECNON FELICIS LUSTRA
MDCCCLXXXVII
PERACTA DECEM 
I.C. 
V. ID. NOV. A.S. MDCCCLXXXVII

ANNO FELICI DIE
AUSPICATO
& V. ID. NOV. A.S
T.F.

They can be translated as:

I bear witness, at this fair time, to a
betrothal
and also to the accomplishment of &
50 years of a happy reign.
I(da) C(hurch) 
9 November  1887 

In a year made
auspicious by a 
happy day
9 November 1887
T(homas) F(ield)

[In best classical style, it is the tree
itself speaking here]

Dr. Field (most warmly remembered
of all Victorian Headmasters) and his
future wife were engaged to marry in
the year of Queen Victoria’s Golden

Jubilee. So the trees have been there
for 125 years now.

From the imposing to the small: it is
25 years since the Great Storm of
October 1987 destroyed the ancient
mulberry tree in the War Memorial
Court. From its wood there was made
a cruet, with a silver plaque marked
with a very elegant Latin inscription
by Andrew Mackintosh (Common
Room 1950-77, 1978-88).  The
original is in hexameters.  Translated,
it reads:
“I was a mulberry tree, scion of that
mulberry tree which earlier, at King
James’s command, had been planted
within Christchurch.  When Elizabeth
II had ruled over her people for 35
years I fell, shattered by a great
tempest: in which the lime tree also
fell that the Mint Yard had lovingly
guarded for 98 years.  May this lasting
remembrance of me be a gift, King’s
School, to you.”

The donor of this ornament hopes that
it may appear (like Foche’s Grace Cup)
at formal dinners held by the School.
The inscription also mentions another
victim of the 1987 storm, the fine
lime tree that had stood in the centre
of the Mint Yard.  Reputedly planted
98 years earlier, it possibly
commemorated the Fields’ actual
marriage, early in 1888.  Investigations
continue.

The Visitation

The Cantuarian for April 1991 reports
that very shortly before his retirement
Archbishop Robert Runcie came to
the School in his capacity as Visitor.
He gave an address at Prayers,
answered questions at a smaller
gathering in the Societies’ Room,
inspected Walpole and “presented the
Captain of School with the customary
golden sovereign.”  Eleven years on,
Archbishop George Carey also made a
Visitation, not long before he stood
down.

Now Canterbury prepares for the
retirement of another greatly-loved
leader of the worldwide Anglican
Communion, and, in Welsh and then
in Latin, this is the entry in the Visitors
Book for Archbishop Rowan Williams’
Visitation on 29 September:

The King’s School extends a very
warm welcome to its Visitor.
On 29 September 2012 The Most
Reverend Father in God
Rowan
Archbishop of Canterbury
came to perform his Visitation of the
School;
and having addressed the pupils, to
their affable
edification, he honoured the Captain
of School
by the customary gift of a golden
sovereign.

The Welsh is by Dr Brinley Jones, the
calligraphy (Welsh colours of green
and red were intended) by Oliver
Trowell (Common Room 1981-89),
and the School’s gift to Dr. Rowan
Williams was a Byzantine bronze
pectoral cross, c. 10th century,
allegedly found in a river on the
Welsh-English border.  It has a silk
pouch  made by Delia
Haythornthwaite, sister of Robert
Scott.

HISTORICAL / ARCHIVAL
& GIFTS

Geoffrey Maiden (1921-24),
novelist, who wrote as James Curtis,
was added to the Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography in their May 2012
update. The OKS credentials of
Michael Lade (1737-99), ‘racehorse
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owner and miser’, are also now
acknowledged. 

The Sight and Sound decennial critics’
poll of ‘the greatest films of all time’
attracted much media attention
because Vertigo replaced Citizen Kane in
first position. King’s School cinephiles
might be pleased to note that six of the
top ten British films in the list
(actually eleven as three films were
9=) were directed by OKS. In first
place (73= overall) is The Third Man
from Carol Reed (KS 1917-22). The
other five are from Michael Powell
(KS 1916-19): 3 A Matter of Life and
Death; 4 The Life and Death of Colonel
Blimp; 6= A Canterbury Tale and The Red
Shoes; and 9= Black Narcissus. 
Kent, the University of Kent (ex
UKC) magazine, caught up in June
with the death of Sir Robert Horton
(LN 1952-57).  Its current Chancellor,
Sir Robert Worcester (former-KSC
parent), described him as “someone I
knew well and greatly admired,
initially from when he was a rising star
at British Petroleum, then Chairman
of BP Chemicals, before promotion
after promotion until he was made
Chairman of one of the world’s great
oil companies.”  During his five years
(1990-95) as the third Chancellor (Sir
Robert added), Sir Robert Horton had
“attended every meeting of the
University’s Court and every
graduation congregation but one,
accompanied by Lady Horton”.

The Archives are grateful to various
OKS and others for a number of gifts
and loans. These include: Charles
Strouts (GR 1949-55) for the loan of
a fine selection of photographs, some
relating to his father Robert Strouts
(KS 1910-18), including rare house
photographs from Langley House;
Susan Meikle (Bursar 2003-07) for
some books that belonged to her
father, Richard Cartwright (SH
1927-32); Kate Ward for a number of
items belonging to her late father
Kenneth Ward (SH 1928-33);
Geoffrey Willsdon (WL 1935-40)
for some photographs from Carlyon

Bay; Peter Davidson (SH 1944-49)
for allowing us to copy some home
movies, including a record of the
Royal Visit of 1946 and some
remarkable rowing footage, including
the celebrated Marlow Regatta of
1948; Michael Watt (GR 1944-49)
for programmes and other ephemera
relating to the Boat Club in his time;
and James Bird for a selection of
programmes from the late 1950s and
some copies of newspaper reports on
the King’s School Russian expedition
of 1960. 

We are also grateful to Peter
Medawar (SH 1985-90) for
presenting a copy of his entertaining
book Hemingway’s Chihuahua, published
under his nom de plume Peter Flynn.

NO SEX IN ESSEX

Latter-day evangelists for feminist
perspectives at King’s may not know
that they had a 7th Century
predecessor in the Anglo-Saxon cleric
Aldhelm, who wrote (in Latin) the
first known text to be directed at a
female readership in England.

Two double-sided leaves of his work
De Laude Virginitatis [In Praise of Virginity]
were valued at £0.5m when they were
put up for sale at Sotheby’s in July.
The vellum parchment is from a copy
of the book produced in about AD
800, and believed to have been owned
in the 10th century by St Dunstan,
Archbishop of Canterbury.

The text was addressed to the nuns of
Barking Abbey, and tells them that
abstinence from sex is not enough:
“stainlessness of bodily virginity” must
be accompanied by a “chastity of the
spirit” if they are to avoid the
“untamed impulses of bodily
wantonness.”
There is an image of Aldhelm in a
stained glass window in the Memorial
Chapel, and some decades ago he was
included in a King’s prospectus among
‘some typical Old Boys’. In this
present time, when alumni continuity

is something every independent school
covets, his advice is not to be taken
universally perhaps, but we might note
the opinion of one Sotheby’s
specialists, who says:

“Aldhelm’s work is remarkable
because there simply aren’t any texts
by English authors addressed to
women before this.  He expects the
nuns to study and understand his
sophisticated writings, raising the bar
of education for women to the same
level as men, becoming the first
English feminist author.”

(Source: Sunday Telegraph 17.6.12)

“THE MARLOWE PAPERS”

Calvin Hoffman’s legacy contributes to
the challenges of Shakespeare’s
authorship, and he would have been
well pleased by the novel in verse by
Ros Barber that was published by
Sceptre in May, is due from St Martin’s
Press in the USA, and was joint
winner of the 2011 Calvin and Rose
G. Hoffman Prize for a Distinguished
Publication on Christopher Marlowe
which the School administers.
See :www.marlowe-
shakespeare.blogspot.co.uk/2012/01

The verse novel (which runs to 464pp)
was the creative part of a PhD funded
by the Arts and Humanities  Council
and took four years of full-time
writing.  It accepts, for its purposes,
Calvin Hoffman’s contention that
Marlowe was not killed in Deptford in
1593 but subsequently, in exile, wrote
the plays of ‘Shakespeare’.  The Times
Literary Supplement reviewer (31.8.12)
says:  “An accomplished writer, she
composes effective blank verse and is
playful with form; her research into
Marlowe’s documented life forms a
series of gripping flashbacks, and her
introduction of a cast of characters
from the theatre and the court is deft.”
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FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHS 
COCHRANE, Madeleine Hope, to
Claire (née Eliot, LX 1992-97) and
Matthew in October 2012, a sister for
Sam.
FORBES, Emilio Alexander Thackray
Garbuno, to Matt Forbes (MT 1984-
88) and Monica Forbes on 2
December 2011.

ENGAGEMENT
STIRLING-AIRD Cordelia Elizabeth
(LX 1991-93) is engaged to Robert
George Angus Pollock and they are to
be married in May 2013.

DEATHS
Callender, Helen Elizabeth 
(née Jewkes, LN 1976-78) on 14
May 2012
Jenner, Michael (JKS 1947-49, WL
1950-59) on 4 October 2012
Lindlar, R M (Trevor) (JKS Common
Room 1971-85) on 24 July 2012
Moor, Crispin Thomas (MO 1975-
80) on 2 March 2012
Norman, Guy Harry Warren (JKS
1938-42, GR 1942-44) on 24
September 2012
Norris, Richard Owen Alfred (SH
1946-51) on 25 August 2012
Richardson, John (MO 1951-54) in
June 2012
Tyler, John (Common Room 1974-
78) on 16 August 2012
Walford, John Lindley (GR 1955-60)
on 30 October 2011

OBITUARIES

RICHARD NORRIS (SH 1946-51)
Richard Norris was born in Bombay
and grew up in India before being sent
to King’s in 1946.  He was an
outstanding sportsman, playing in the
1st XV and 1st XIs for both hockey
and cricket and representing Kent
Schools at all three sports, as well as
playing for the Kent men’s hockey
team.  He was also Captain of Athletics
and appeared at the Junior Wimbledon
tennis tournament.  Whilst at King’s
he scored a century against Notts
Amateurs, and was twelfth man for
Southern Schools v. The Rest.  Clearly

he was a great all-rounder, yet he was
criticised in a Cantuarian hockey
report: “He does not always tackle
back as energetically as he might.”
Schoolmasters are never satisfied, but
it’s a curious comment on the greatest
English centre forward of his day!
Moving to Trinity College, Oxford,
where he took a degree in
Engineering, he won a hockey Blue
every year and aged 20 he scored a
hat-trick on his debut for Great Britain
in 1952, in a 5-4 victory over The
Netherlands in Amsterdam.  Chosen
for the Olympics in Helsinki, he was
in the bronze medal-winning team,
after a play-off for the third place with
Pakistan.  He is thought to be the only
non-rowing OKS ever to win an
Olympic medal.  In subsequent years
he appeared five times for GB and 17
times for England, scoring a
remarkable 18 times.
After a year teaching Maths at
Pangbourne Nautical College, he and
his wife Mary moved to Natal in 1958
and over the next 14 years Richard
became a housemaster and head of
Physics at Hilton College, coaching
gifted young sportsmen including
future SA cricketer Mike Procter.

Concerned about the political
direction of South Africa and its
impact on his children, Richard
returned to England in 1971 and
returned to Pangbourne a year later,
serving 15 years as a housemaster and
then Head of Maths.  He retired in
1992.  In 2008 he and Mary moved
back to South Africa to be near their
daughter and grandchildren, returning
this summer for a reunion with the
1952 Helsinki team with whom he
watched GB draw 1-1 with South
Africa in the Riverbank Arena.

Richard is survived by Mary and by
Hugh (SH 1974-76) and Claire, and
four grandchildren. 
(with thanks to The Old Pangbournian
Society)

JOHN WALFORD (GR 1955-60)

John Walford started at King’s in the
May 1955 intake and became a King’s

Scholar shortly afterwards, whilst his
brothers were being educated at
Charterhouse. Whilst here his interests
were mainly historical and literary, and
from King’s he gained an Exhibition to
Oriel College where he read History
and gained a II.I.

After coming down from Oxford he
entered the Public Record Office
(now National Archive) as an Assistant
Keeper of the Records, working there
all his life and ending as Senior
Assistant Keeper.

William Walford (brother)

R M TREVOR LINDLAR
(JKS Common Room 1971-85)

Many OKS who were pupils at JKS
from 1971 to 1985 will be sad to hear
of the death in July 2012 of Trevor
Lindlar who came to teach at JKS after
experience in farming and teaching.
His appointment coincided with the
planning and building of the Science
Laboratories at JKS and it was in this
context that we were able to
experience for the first time his
careful attention to detail and
wholehearted application to the task in
hand, no matter what it might be.  

His patient and caring attitude soon
revealed itself in the many ways in
which he contributed to the life of the
school.  He had an abiding interest in
sailing, an enthusiasm that he imparted
to many boys over the years, and was
largely responsible for building the
JKS sailing to its present high level of
proficiency.  

Trevor earned the respect and
affection of boys and staff alike. In
every aspect of his life he devoted
himself to education of the individual
in its broadest sense.  His sensitivity as
a form-master with control and firm
guidance for the more wayward
coupled with quiet encouragement for
those lacking in confidence was the
hallmark of his approach.

As a friend and colleague he
influenced all around him by his
gentlemanly conduct, love of good
music and general interest in his
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environment.  Those who knew him
will especially miss his thoughtfulness
and sincerity.
Robin Edmonds 

(JKS Common Room 1957-92)

JOHN TYLER
(Common Room 1974-78)

John Tyler, who died on 16 August,
had a full and successful life.  After
London University and service as a
Flight-Lieutenant engaged in Air-Sea
Rescue during the War, he turned to
teaching. He became the first
Headmaster of the Frank Hooker
School (later Canterbury High and
now Canterbury Academy) when it
opened in 1956.  “My office looked
out over the meadows with the
Cathedral in the distance – it was
spectacular.”  John Tyler was one of
Canterbury’s outstanding Heads, an
example of all that is finest in a caring
teacher. 
After he retired in 1973, he contacted
King’s and Peter Newell offered him
some part-time Geography teaching.
On the departure of Maurice Trapp,
his role suddenly expanded.  In his
memoir A School for Life, John recalled
his time here.  “I ended up with a full
timetable straight away.  I did enjoy it
and found the boys very receptive… I
stayed at King’s until I was 65, four
years in all.  I was happy as was Joan
who was included in all the school
functions held and in the music and
drama. Teaching Geography, I was
involved in various local projects with
the boys and became interested in
archaeology, which involved quite a bit
of work on the Greyfriars area.  I also
formed an environmental group, my
interest having stemmed from my son
Edward’s interest in all things organic.” 

John Tyler brought to the Common
Room a sense of balance and his
unmistakable integrity and wisdom. In
his valedictory comments for The
Cantuarian in 1978, John Hildick-
Smith, Head of Geography, observed:
“Nothing was too much trouble, and
everything he did was enriched by a
lifetime of experience which he so
much enjoyed sharing.  His wide-

ranging interests and concerns,
especially his involvement with the
Community and the Environment,
enlivened his teaching and made
Geography a living, growing theme in
his classes.”
John’s wife Joan died in 2006 and he is
survived by two children, four
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. King’s was well
represented at his funeral, and his
death at the age of 98 leaves
Canterbury poorer. 

CRISPIN MOOR (MO 1975-80)

Crispin Moor, who has died aged 49
after a long battle with cancer, was a
leading civil servant in the areas of
rural affairs and local government, a
highly influential figure in the parish
and town council sectors, and, most
powerfully, a force for good in the
world.  Crispin leaves his beloved
wife, Liz, and his two lovely daughters,
Kerry and Lara.

I got to know Crispin while we were
at King’s: we were exact
contemporaries in Meister Omers
under Duncan Craik’s benevolent
tutelage and shared a number of
dorms and studies over four years
between1976 and 1980.  These are
now dim and distant days, but we were
a memorably close group: Kian
Tajbakhsh, David Nyssen, Andrew
Parker, Crispin and I all got to know
each other very well.  There were
other friends too – Mark Wilkinson,
who’d also been at prep school with
Crispin, Nick Morgan, Carrie
Benstead and Nigel Williams.  It was a
very good time to be at King’s; the
Pilkington reforms were being
introduced and staff and pupils seemed
closely engaged on an academic,

musical, sporting and dramatic
adventure.

Crispin had the advantage of a Kentish
upbringing, and one of the highlights
of my time at King’s was being invited
back to his parents’ farm in Painter’s
Forstal near Faversham, where we
would hang out in the kitchen – I
remember Crispin cooking baked
beans in the Aga and teasing his sister
Rachel.  His mother and father (and
brothers and sister, including Stephen,
an OKS) were (and are) completely
delightful; their laidback approach was
in some contrast to the school regime,
and gave us boarders a chance to enjoy
family life in a beautiful house amongst
the fruit trees. 

Crispin was clever and single-minded,
so it was no surprise that after King’s
he read PPE at Worcester College,
Oxford, influenced no doubt by Brian
Keith-Lucas, the then Liberal Party
local government spokesman, who
taught Economics and Politics at the
school.  After Oxford he took a
Masters in Politics and Government at
the LSE and then moved into the
corridors of Whitehall, working first at
the Association of District Councils
(1986-1997) and then the Local
Government Association (1997-2002),
from which he was seconded twice to
Defra – in 1999 to work on the Rural
White Paper, and in 2001 to work on
the establishment of the Rural Affairs
Forum for England with Alun Michael,
MP.

Thereafter, Crispin worked in the
Countryside Agency (2002-2005) and
the Commission for Rural
Communities, where he was Director
of Rural Expertise (2005-2010).  His
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last post was within Defra, in the
Rural Communities Policy Unit.  This
long career in rural affairs, taking him
through the Blair years and into the
Coalition, might have been prompted
by his idyllic childhood in Painter’s
Forstal and his family’s multi-
generational commitment to the land,
but as his wife Liz commented, “He
loved the land, but to be honest he
cared more about people and seeing
social justice for them.” 

At his funeral, at the beautiful (and
very full) church of St Peter & St Paul,
Lingfield, which had come to be his
spiritual home in his last illness, his
friends and colleagues spoke movingly
about Crispin and his work and his life:
‘He was pragmatic and provided wise
counsel, but always with a wider sense
of life and its purpose.  It may sound
trite, but as well as our boss, he was
our friend.  He cared for us and we

cared about him.’  A fine tribute to a
man who understood that to change
the world you need to start at the local
level.  He is buried, fittingly enough, in
the orchard at the family farm.
How do I remember him?  Two images:
dark hair flying, running at great speed
on the athletics track; listening to
Caravan (still one of my favourite
bands) in the study at school, grinning
and making a nicely mocking retort to
some pompous comment of mine!
Richard Pleming (MO 1975-80)

Helen Callender (née Jewkes)
(LN 1976-78)

Helen has died after a short illness
from malignant melanoma. After
leaving King’s and a gap year, she went
to SOAS to study Chinese with
Japanese and was awarded a First. Her
course took her to Beijing for a year in
1980-1 where she confronted China
just as it began to emerge from the

Mao era and cultural revolution. She
spent the rest of her life immersed in
China and the Far East, until the very
last years living in Hong Kong, China
or Japan, and in the last 15 years
writing books about China.  She leaves
behind her husband Ian and sons
Thomas and Robert.  

Ian is planning to see if he can get at
least some of her books finished, but
unfortunately they do need a little
work.  She did write some books for
children, but her main work was on
China of the post-Mao era and through
her writing she attempted to deepen
her readers’ understanding of the
atrocities and sometimes absurdities of
China’s cultural revolution.  She had a
particular interest and deep knowledge
of the model operas of the Cultural
Revolution that were promoted by, and
often starred, Madame Mao. 
Rachel Jewkes (WL 1978-80, sister)
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