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nEWS of OKS

»

We want to hear your 
news and so do your 
fellow OKS.

Share your family announcements, 
career moves or achievements 
be they sporting, artistic or 
otherwise with your fellow OKS 
by contacting Elaine Lynch.

T: 01227 595672
E: etl@kings-school.co.uk
W: www.oks.org.uk

 facebook.com/oks.canterbury
 twitter.com/OKSAssociation
 linkedin.com/groups?gid=35681

Spring news includes an OKS 
aiming for the Bundestag, a 
gathering of the 1966 Rugby 1st 
XV and sporting achievements 
in fencing and hockey from our 
younger OKS.  Contact Elaine 
Lynch (see below) with your news 
or fill in the form on the back page. 

CHARLES GRIFFITHS (SH 1961-65), a Director at Lansdowne Associates, 
sailed off in July 2016 with wife Frances on their Rustler 36 Altair from 
Falmouth to St Lucia via Madeira and the Canaries, arriving in St Lucia on 
December 22 after a 25-day passage from La Palma to be greeted by a hugely 
relieved daughter and two granddaughters. Frances sustained five broken 
ribs five days into the Atlantic crossing but refused the option of diversion 
to the Cape Verde islands. Although scarcely mobile, she performed 
invaluable night watches while Charles slept off his daytime exertions. For 
the full story of their adventures please go to oks.org.uk/news.

Offcuts  and For The  Record are 
edited by Stephen Woodley (Common 
Room 1969-98), assisted by an 
Editorial Committee of Felicity Lyons, 
Chair (SH 1975-77), Peter Henderson 
(Common Room 1969  - ), and Kirsty 
Mason with further support from Paul 
Pollak (Common Room 1950-88).

1570s

CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE (KS 
1579-80) is ‘officially’ recognised 
as co-author of the three Henry VI 
plays in the New Oxford Shakespeare. 
His name appears on the title pages 
in a volume that acknowledges 
the collaborative nature of much 
Elizabethan drama. The Part 2, Act IV, 
Scene 2 reference, “There’s Best’s son, 
the tanner of Wingham”, must surely 
be Marlovian.

1940s

JOHN JOINER (GR 1942-47) got in 
touch to acknowledge his part in 
the ‘Seaweed Squad’ of Carlyon Bay 
following our publication of a picture 
of the squad in the previous issue (No. 
24 Autumn 2016) which was sent in 
by CHRIS MANNING-PRESS (SH 
1944-49). John is in front of John 
Stonehouse on the far left and wearing 
a jacket. He called to say he was 
pleasantly surprised to see his picture 
on the first page but had to do a 
double take to check it was really him!

1960s
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»

»

EDWARD HOLMAN (MR 1963-68), 
whilst in Italy, visited the graves of 
the following OKS who lost their 
lives in WW2: Gerald Armstrong 
at Cassino War Cemetery, Norman 
Chandler at Anzio, Oliver Johnson at 
Beach Head War Cemetery Anzio and 
Charles Mackness at Sangro River War 
Cemetery. Edward laid a wreath at the 
Cassino War Cemetery and Memorial 
remembering all the OKS who died in 
Sicily and Italy in 1943-45.

*
CHARLES ROWE (MO 1965-70) 
has been elected President of 
Kent County Cricket Club for 2017, 
succeeding Lady Kingsdown. He was 
Captain of Cricket at King’s for two 
unbeaten seasons in 1969 and 1970 
and played for the county from 1974 
to 1981 before spending three years 
with Glamorgan.

ANTHONY MARSHALL (MO 1962-66), pictured (in pink) with brother PATRICK MARSHALL (MO 1971-75), has 
written a vivid account of his time at the School and that of his three brothers and a sister also educated at King’s. 
The family’s connection with the School lasted from 1959-76, just spanning the Headships of Shirley and Pilkington 
but predominantly being within JP Newell’s years. The entire narrative runs to about 3,306 words, and can be found 
on the OKS website oks.org.uk entitled Fifty Years On: A Clan at The King’s School.
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»

»

Sixteen of those who played for the 
1st XV in 1966 met at the Chelsea Arts 
Club in London on 19 October 2016 
to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
team. One travelled from Indonesia, 
one from Barcelona and another from 
the French Pyrenees, to join their old 
teammates. The team lost just one 
school match and won 10, beating 
strong rugby sides from St Paul’s, 
Dulwich, Tonbridge, Ampleforth and 
Rugby.

They were led once again by Richard 
Wilson, who gave an amusing speech, 
reflecting on two – GUY PEARCE 
(WL) and TONY HESLOP (MR) – who 
both had died so young. James Wright 
spoke of the remarkable record of 
their coach Colin Fairservice who had 
been an enormous influence on his 
life. The team reminisced over a long 
and liquid lunch before vice-captain 
Chris Bridge thanked the organisers. 

CHRIS BRIDGE (MO) went to St 
Luke’s, Exeter, for three years and 
then, after several jobs – teaching, 
selling ink, animal feed and spectacle 
frames – formed his own spectacle 
frame company, London Bridge 
Optical, which eventually traded 
in 103 countries. He played county 
squash for several years. He is now 
fully retired, living in Hampshire.

PETER CRANFIELD (LX) went to 
The Royal School of Mines, Imperial 

College studying Mining Engineering. 
All his working life has been in South 
East Asia or Australia, beginning in 
Malaysia before moving to Southern 
Thailand for six years developing and 
then running an underground tin and 
wolfram mine. He moved to Bangkok, 
with frequent visits to Indonesia, 
doing gold exploration for an 
Australian company which prompted 
a move to Perth in 1982. A return to 
South East Asia to open a new gold 

mine in Borneo led to exploration 
and evaluation work in Thailand, 
Myanmar, Vietnam and Lombok 
Indonesia, where he eventually 
settled, creating a handicraft export 
business, establishing a bilingual 
school and now developing a marina 
for cruising yachts. 

MICHAEL DOVER (LX) went to 
Trinity College, Dublin, where he 
rowed, played rugby and got a good 
degree. He worked for Penguin Books 
for eleven years before moving to 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson/Orion for 
nearly 30 years, leaving as Editor-
in-Chief (where he was responsible 
for five No.1 non-fiction bestsellers) 
to become a ghostwriter. He is the 
author of the recently published A 
History of Rowing at The King’s School 
Canterbury, written to mark the 
Club’s 150th anniversary in 2012. He 
has been married for 44 years with 
three children. The youngest two 

(now in their mid and late 30s) both 
went to King’s for their ‘A’ level years, 
the youngest also playing in the 1st 
XV.

MALCOLM FREELAND (SH) went 
to Jesus College, Cambridge, to read 
medicine and then on to King’s 
College Hospital. The Army paid 
for that part of his education and 
he joined the Queen’s Regiment in 
Germany. Retiring from the Army just 
before the Falklands War, he practised 
first in Spennymoor, Co. Durham, 
before moving to Bourton, near 
Wincanton in Dorset, until he retired 
in 2009. His hobby is fly-fishing 
around the world.

WILLIAM GRIFFITHS (SH) has 
spent the majority of his working 
life in marine and latterly oil and gas 
insurance in the City, firstly on the 
broking side, and for the last ten years 
as an underwriter. He is still working 
three days a week. After leaving 
school he played, mainly against 
schools, for Rosslyn Park. Now he 
spends a fair amount of time sailing 
and he is chairman of the PCC of his 
local village church.

JOHN HUTCHINSON (LN) went to 
Worcester College, Oxford, where he 
won two rugby blues in 1972 and 1973 
before embarking on an academic 
career, first at Nottingham University 
(1978-84) and then Aberdeen 
University (1984-2004). He took 
early retirement from Aberdeen and 
moved to Barcelona to teach at the 
Polytechnic University of Catalunya, 
where he is still working. 

STEPHEN HUTTON (LX) went into 
the City after leaving King’s to work 
for a small merchant bank. He set 
up his own investment management 
business with his brother-in-law, 
Michael Vaines. He retired 20 years 
later, after selling the business to a 
firm of stockbrokers. He played a 
little rugby, a lot of squash and, more 
recently, golf.

GRAHAM JAGGERS (LN) went to 
St Luke’s College, Exeter, to study 
PE and Mathematics. He played four 
years for the college hockey and 
squash sides. He taught initially in 

1966 1ST XV 50 YEAR REUNION

Back row: Richard Munns, Alasdair Ramsay, Michael Dover, Guy Pearce, Michael Vaines, 
John Hutchinson, James Wright, Martin Cowell
Middle row: Nick Scott, Chris Bridge, Richard Wilson, Graham Jaggers, Tony Heslop
Front row: Chris Whalley, William Griffiths
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» Plymouth and then at Warwick School 
where he also qualified as a Squash, 
Hockey and Basketball coach. He 
moved subsequently to Birmingham 
and now lives in Leeds where he 
continues to coach and play squash 
and is the lead singer of “The Johnny 
Gray Band”. 

ROGER KENNEDY (GR) went to 
Oxford where he played occasionally 
for the Greyhounds. After graduating, 
he went to South Africa where 
he was part of the team which 
designed and built the port container 
terminals at Cape Town, Durban 
and Port Elizabeth. On returning to 
the UK he became a management 
consultant, working for a number 
of large accountancy firms and 
spent many years working on the 
redesign of the London Congestion 
Charging Scheme. He climbed Mount 
Kilimanjaro with one of his sons in 
2014.

RICHARD MUNNS (MO) went 
to Nottingham University to read 
Chemical Engineering. He worked 
for a control instrumentation 
company in the petrochemical 
industry in Tunbridge Wells and 
was given five weeks to learn Italian 

before becoming their manager in 
Milan. This was followed by many 
years working in Ashford, Kent, 
and then Africa, involved in non-
ferrous metals production. He 
was later seconded to the LDDC to 
assess central government-funded 
projects for Cabinet approval prior to 
London Docklands redevelopment. 
He then started his own business, 
publishing books on new ways of 
teaching and learning (Brain Friendly 
Publications). 

ALLEN PARROTT (LX) played 
college rugby for Keble at Oxford. His 
career was in adult education and 
included spells in Devon, Leicester 
and Somerset where he has lived 
for the past 37 years. He has written 
several books on adult education. 
He was an active squash player and 
more recently has taken up walking. 
The Pyrenees and other mountainous 
areas are favourite destinations. He is 
now fully retired.

ALASDAIR RAMSAY (LX) spent 40 
years making a living first as an actor 
and then as a theatre director. He was 
theatre director of the Haymarket 
Theatre in Basingstoke for many 
years (‘... watching Alasdair Ramsay’s 

beautifully acted, rhythmically 
arresting revival of Small Change...’ 
The Independent). For Dair the 
highlight of his career was working 
with Kate, his actress wife of 40 years, 
in Russia for three years with some 
stunning Russian actors who were 
brought over to England for a highly 
successful tour – despite it all being 
in Russian. He retired to France in 
2005 where he restored a dilapidated 
farmhouse with wonderful views of 
the Pyrenees and where he puts his 
London College of Furniture cabinet-
making diploma to full use. 

MICHAEL VAINES (LX) joined a 
firm of Lloyds Insurance brokers 
when he left King’s. In 1971 he joined 
a firm operating in the international 
Money Markets and stayed with them 
until 1983, leaving after a spell in 
Bahrain. He spent a brief period at 
LIFFE before joining Stephen Hutton 
in their fund management company 
based in Reigate. He has two children, 
Gordon and Hannah, who both went 
to King’s (Hannah for the 6th form) 
and both ended up as Captain of 
Squash under Bob Bee. He played 
squash, took up golf in the 1980s and 
has played golf for the OKS.

Back row L-R: Alasdair Ramsay, Malcolm Freeland, Michael Vaines, Michael Dover, Richard Wilson, Peter Cranfield, 
John Hutchinson, Stephen Hutton, Chris Bridge, Allen Parrott, Graham Jaggers. Middle row: Roger Kennedy, James 
Wright. Sitting: Richard Munns, William Griffiths, Chris Whalley.
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CHRIS WHALLEY (SH) has been 
fully involved in rugby since 
leaving school. He played for Upper 
Clapton (the highlight playing in 
the Middlesex Sevens finals in 
1973), Darlington Mowden Park and 
Salisbury until the age of 47. He was 
President of Salisbury RFC for three 
years. On leaving King’s he went 
to the Royal Agricultural College, 
Cirencester, before working as a 
land agent for Savills in Chelmsford. 
Ultimately for the last 30 years of 
his career he worked as a land agent 
at Longford Estates. He retired two 
years ago.

RICHARD WILSON (LX) went to 
agricultural college before spending 
four years with BP in Canada. He 
spent a further four years in Australia 
as a reasonably skilled labourer 
before returning to the UK. At 40 
he found his niche as a Financial 
Advisor – ten years each at Australian 
Mutual Provident and J. Rothschild 
Assurance. He refuses to retire and 
currently works as a chauffeur for 
Virgin and Emirates Airlines. He 
organised the OKS London Suppers 
for 13 years with a circulation list of 
250 (pre-email) and played rugby 
for Richmond, Toronto Scottish and 
Manly in Sydney.

JAMES WRIGHT (GL) qualified as 
a Chartered Accountant in 1971 and 

stayed in the profession until 1979 
before moving into commerce. He 
took early retirement in 2007 – the 
last 15 years being with Xerox – and 
has since worked two to three days 
per week as a consultant. Sport 
has been a big part of his life: he 
played cricket for Hertfordshire (his 
biggest match being against Essex 
in the NatWest Trophy) and rugby 
for Harlequins and Hertfordshire 
including a game at Twickenham 
against Cardiff where Gareth Edwards 
and Barry John were the opposing 
half backs. His other hobby has been 
genealogy where he has built a family 
tree of over 2,000 people, finding a 
few ‘skeletons in the cupboard’. His 
daughter, Hannah, was in Broughton 
(1998-02).

NICK SCOTT (GR) was unable 
to attend the reunion at the last 
minute. He read sociology at Reading 
University and has been a copywriter 
in London, run his own company 
placing UK graduates in jobs in 
Europe and beyond, was involved in 
motor racing and now lives in Italy 
and the UK, searching for and selling 
Italian holiday homes. He played 
rugby briefly at Richmond and then 
in Italy. He is happiest when salmon 
and trout fishing in Kerry, where he 
has a cottage.

*

Richard Wilson with the ‘reunion cake’

HARRY CHRISTOPHERS (MR 
1967-72) added to his laurels in being 
selected to conduct a major new 
choral work, James MacMillan’s 
Stabat Mater, the world premiere of 
which was given by The Sixteen at 
the Barbican on 15 October, and was 
then performed again in Norwich 
(18 October) and Manchester (28 
October). 

In advance, MacMillan had written: 
“I regard Harry Christophers’ choir 
as one of the great choirs of the 
world and their standards of vocal 
brilliance and blend are unsurpassed. 
I remember conducting them in 
the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam 
a few years ago and encountering 
astonishment and wonder from 
the Dutch audience at their unique 
beauty.” (The Spectator 1.10.16).

“A masterpiece,” wrote David Nice 
in theartsdesk.com, in describing 
this new work: “new sounds, striking 
melodic ideas and a total integrity 
and depth”: “No praise would be too 
high for the range of The Sixteen, 
from seraphic notes on the brink of 
audibility to a richness of which a 
Russian choral ensemble would be 
proud.”

1970s

TOM CARVER (TR 1973-78) is vice-
president for communications and 
strategy at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace. A former 
award-winning journalist, he worked 
for the BBC from 1984 to 2004, 
spending seven years as the BBC’s 
Washington correspondent. During 
that time, he covered September 11 
and its aftermath, and presidential 
election campaigns and he 
accompanied President 
Clinton, 
President 
Bush, 
and 
Vice 
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»

» President Cheney on numerous 
international trips. Previously Tom 
spent three years based in Africa 
as the BBC’s correspondent. He 
reported from Angola, Mozambique, 
Somalia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, 
chronicled the collapse of South 
African apartheid and the start of 
the Rwandan genocide. Apart from 
published articles in broadsheets here 
and in America, he is also the author 
of Where the Hell Have You Been? an 
account of his father’s escape from 
POW camp in World War II.

*
FRANCES JUDD QC (GL 1976-78), 
“who specialises in cases involving 
complex medical issues”, was 
involved in a high-profile case 
arguing for the wishes of a 14-year-
old with terminal cancer, who sought 
permission to have her body frozen 
cryogenically in the hope of coming 
back to life 200 years on. With JS’s 
mother and father at odds, Mr Justice 
Jackson granted the girl’s wishes on 
grounds of compassion.

*
ALEX DE WAAL (MR 1976-80) 
reviewed The Mayor of Mogadishu 
by ANDREW HARDING (GR 1980-
85) in the TLS of 14 October. (They 
overlapped for a term.) Alex’s own 
The Real Politics of the Horn of Africa 
was reviewed on the opposite page – 
but not by Andrew. 

*
ANNA PINNOCK (BR 1978-80) has 
won the ‘Production Design’ BAFTA 
for Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them and was nominated for a 
sixth Academy Award for the same 
film. The set decorator’s previous 
nominations include Skyfall, Life 
of Pi, Gosford Park, The Golden 
Compass, Into the Woods and an Oscar 
win for The Grand Budapest Hotel in 
2014. Anna’s latest project is the new 
Steven Spielberg sci-fi action thriller 
movie Ready Player One due out next 
year.

*
SARAH WATSON (née Strutt, 
MO 1978-80), OKS New Zealand 
representative, has a new Chaplain’s 
house to live in, her husband the Revd 
Warren Watson having moved after 
ten years as Chaplain of Dilworth 
School, Auckland, to become Senior 
Chaplain and part of the Senior 
Leadership Team at King’s College, 
Auckland. Among his interviewers for 
the post was the Very Revd Jo Kelly-

Moore, Dean of Auckland Cathedral, 
who on 22 January was installed 
as the Venerable Jo Kelly-Moore, 
Archdeacon of Canterbury.

YSENDA MAXTONE GRAHAM (SH 
1978-80) investigates what she calls 
the genus ‘Woman Who Went to a 
Girls’ Boarding School’ in her latest 
book Terms and Conditions: Life in 
Girls’ Boarding-Schools 1939-79. It has 
been glowingly reviewed – and quite 
rightly. It is fascinating, informative, 
entertaining, horrifying, inspiring… 
and of course beautifully written. 
Those who were at King’s in these 
years will enjoy contemplating the 
similarities as well as the notable 
differences. An ideal present for 
sisters – or mothers. 

*
JAMES SIMPSON (GR 1978-82) is 
Managing Director of Pol Roger UK.

*
JAMES MCCARTHY (GR 1978-83) is 
with Atkins on Crossrail; his brothers 
JO (GR 1982-86) and ROB (GR 
1984-89) are respectively with BP in 
Azerbaijan and with Laing O’Rourke 
on the Battersea Northern Line 
Extension.

1980s

JOHN STERN (SH 1983-88) has 
compiled The Periodic Table of 
Cricket, published by Penguin. No. 
33 Gw is of course David Gower 
(LN 1970-75): one of the ‘stylists & 
entertainers’. John is editor at large 
for All Out Cricket. 

*
DR NICK SHEPLEY (TR 1987-92) 
has written Henry Green: Class, 
Style, and the Everyday, published 
by Oxford University Press (2016). 
A commentator has remarked that 
Henry Green is, paradoxically, one of 
the most highly praised writers of the 
20th century, whilst remaining one 
of the least read. Nick’s monograph 
argues the case for reading Henry 
Green.

*
CHARLOTTE FLIEDNER (née 
Pragnell, MT 1988-90, OKS President) 
gave birth to a son, Sebastian 
Laurence Georg, on 17 August 2016. 
Pictured here with Charlotte and 
father, Anselm.
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CHARLOTTE MENDELSON (SH/
BS 1989-91) has written what she says 
is her “first, and probably last, non-
fiction book”. Rhapsody in Green: A 
novelist, an obsession, a laughably 
small excuse for a vegetable garden 
was published in September. “It’s a 
portrait of tragic obsession: how a 
woman with a laughably tiny garden, 
no knowledge and absurdly high 
hopes became slave to an urban 
jungle, where she grows over 100 
things to eat. It’s my garden: come in. 
Try not to laugh.”

1990s

LOUISE HALL (née Cameron, BR 
1993-95) is combining working 
as an interior designer and travel 
writer (loulahalltravel.com), after 
spending 10 years in magazines, 
focusing on travel and women’s rights 
reportage. Based in London, Louise 
walked to the North Pole in 2010 
for an expedition (Walking with the 
Wounded recce), one of two British 
women to do so that year, which 
she tells us was “quite an amazing 
experience!” 

*
LEONORA DAWSON-BOWLING 
(MR 1994-99), London-based mezzo-
soprano, is a regular concert soloist 
and has performed at Buckingham 
Palace, Windsor Castle and the Ritz, 
as well as with the Oxford Camerata, 
Philharmonia Voices and the BBC 
Singers. And, of course, performing 
at last year’s launch concert for the 
Junior King’s new music school. 
Leonora has set up her own group of 
hand-picked professional singers, the 

»

‘Mayfair Mints’. Leonora says; “We are 
a small group who provide a bespoke 
service for performances at special 
occasions, performing everything 
from madrigals to favourite opera 
arias to choral arrangements of jazz 
numbers. The singers are handpicked 
not only for their vocal quality but 
their panache when performing.” 
More details can be found at 
mayfairmints.co.uk.

*
GEMMA WHEELER 
(MT 1994-99) works 
(and lives) under her 
maiden name in 
Edinburgh, where 
her husband is 
doing his PhD. 
She is currently 
working for 
GRAS, a small 
design studio which 
is part of a larger 
architectural practice 
there.

Her undergraduate studies were at 
the University of Westminster, where 
she gained a First. She then moved 
on to the University of Cardiff, which 
has a well-recognised Architectural 
School. Here she gained a Distinction, 
won two prizes in her year group, 
and was nominated by the School 
as their entry for the RIBA Silver 
Medal (submissions can come from 
anywhere in the world). Although 
she didn’t win the Silver Medal she 
was one of two runners-up and was 

honoured by the President of the 
RIBA at a formal event where her 
work was publicly presented.
Her project, “Re-storying the 
Workhouse, an Alternative 
Conservation Strategy” aimed to give 
a more dynamic thrust to Bewdley’s 
protection of its heritage assets, 
reinterpreting the workhouse’s 
prop or shoring device into a series 

of oak frames over which 
the building’s existing 

brick can be stretched, 
thereby redefining 

the traditional 
intradependence 
between brick and 
timber.

*
TOM RANSLEY 
(MR 1999-2004) 

received an MBE 
in the New Year’s 

Honours List in 
recognition of his rowing 

gold medal with the GB 
Men’s VIII at the Rio Olympics. 

2000s

JASMINA HOSTERT (formerly 
Pašić, JR 2000-02) has been selected 
as a candidate for the Bundestag in 
Böblingen, Baden-Württemburg. 
Jasmina was a refugee in Germany 
from the Bosnian conflict, having lost 
her right arm at Sarajevo. After King’s 
she went to the University of Bonn 
and she now works for the SDP. 

WILL BRUCE (MT 2000-05) became engaged to PAMELA GENT (LX 2001-06) 
in Venice in December 2016 and they are planning a wedding for late 2017.
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Patrick is first on the right and Ben third from left.
»

»

PATRICK ALLIES (LN 2003-2005) 
is the founder and director of the 
choir Siglo de Oro. Patrick says, 
“I started the choir while I was at 
university, and we’ve been making 
the transition from student group to 
professional ensemble. We’ve given 
concerts at the Spitalfields Festival 

and St John’s Smith Square, and 
performed as far afield as Finland 
and Malta. Our debut CD was 
recorded and released in 2016, and 
we were thrilled with the reception 
it’s received. Gramophone Magazine 
said: ‘Professional London start-ups 
can sound frustratingly generic but 

this one hits you with its character 
and depth’. The CD features music 
for Advent, including eight newly-
commissioned works for choir and 
saxophone. Among the singers in 
the choir is BEN MCKEE (GL 2002-
2007). www.siglodeoro.co.uk 

SARAH PERKINS (MR 2002-04) 
married Max Hartley on 28 May in 
Bracciano, Italy wearing a dress by 
Israeli designer Inbal Dror.



10 FOR THE RECORD    SpRiNg 2017

»

GEORGE CHRISTIE (LN 2003-
08) has joined the Light Dragoons 
and passed out from Sandhurst 
at the end of August 2016. His 
father JAMES (WL 1974-78) sent 
us this picture of George and his 
sister ELEANOR (WL 2005-10) 
at the Sovereign’s Parade on 16 
December 2016.

OLIVER LYONS (LN 2001-06) married Alex Vitai at All Saints’ Church, Stanhoe, Norfolk on 8 October. Pictured L-R are 
Charlie (LN 2002-07), Felicity (SH 1975-77), Oliver, Alex, Nick (BR/LN 1972-77), India (LX 2005-10) and Alistair (LN 2007-12). 

*
ELIZA BRETT (JR 2008-13) and 
JAMES OATES (CY 2011-16) are both 
playing for Canterbury’s 1st team in 
their respective National Premier 
Hockey Leagues, and James has 
captained the England Under 18s and 
represented England Under 21s in a 
major international tournament in 
Malaysia. Eliza was in the Canterbury 
side that reached the final of the 
national indoor championships, 
where they lost to Slough. She scored 
in the semi-final. But they were 
rather upstaged in the Autumn by a 
young man Senior King’s can claim 
no credit for: HUW JONES. Huw 
was born in Edinburgh and came to 
Junior King’s in 2001 when his father 
Bill became Deputy Head there. In 
2005 Bill took the JKS rugby team on 
a Scottish tour, and from JKS Huw 
went on to Millfield. The next time 
Huw played in Scotland was on 12 
November when he scored two tries 
and was made man of the match at 
Murrayfield as Scotland lost 22-23 to 
Australia.

JAMES ODGERS (SH 2011-16) 
finished 3rd at the Leon Paul Open 
(Senior level) in December. During 
the day he defeated some of the best 
British ranked fencers and in addition 
Hungarian and Polish fencers on 
the way to the semi-final. James left 
King’s last summer and is in his first 
term at Imperial College, reading 
Physics. He has been awarded a sports 
scholarship by Imperial and hopes 
to fence in European competitions 
next year. He now trains at Brixton 
Fencing Club, one of the country’s top 
clubs for epée fencing. James receives 
continuing coaching and advice from 
King’s fencing coach, Jamie Miller.
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» OBiTUAriES

Mervyn Middleton-Evans
(MO 1940-44) 

Mervyn joined King’s in April 1940 
from Canterbury Cathedral Choir 
School. He was in Meister Omers, but 
the School was almost immediately 
evacuated to Carlyon Bay. He was an 
actor, playing the Doctor in Macbeth 
in December 1942 and the High Priest 
in John Masefield’s Good Friday in 
1944, and a musician, becoming 
Hon. Secretary of the Choir. His 
main sport was Athletics for which 
he was awarded his first colours. He 
was a School Monitor and Head of 
House, and left in 1944. On leaving the 
Grenadier Guards he joined James Galt 
and Co Ltd which supplied educational 
school materials. Mervyn was 
instrumental in the formation of Galt 
Toys in 1961. After suffering a massive 
heart attack in 1979, from which he 
took two years to recover, he did not 
find employment again but lost none 

of his sharpness of mind or positivity 
and humour. 

We received this tribute from Robert 
Haddad (BR 1977-79) via Mervyn’s 
partner Avril Cliff. Robert attended 
King’s with his brothers Gabriel (TR 
1977-79) and Pierre (TR 1978-79). 

“My brothers and I remember well the 
connection between Mervyn and our 
admission to King’s. But, truth be told, 
as children we remembered it as the 
introduction to King’s by a British toy 
manufacturing tycoon from Galt Toys, 
the company our mother represented 
in Lebanon in her toy shop... Of course, 
Mom spoke often of “Mr Middleton-
Evans” and we knew very well that, 
thanks to his intercession with the 
then Headmaster (Canon Pilkington, 
who later became Lord Pilkington of 

Oxenford) our life (as individual boys 
and as a family) was forever set on a 
new course. We will, of course, forever 
be grateful to Mr. Middleton-Evans 
for having fostered this connection 
between our mother and King’s.”

Mervyn died on 23 January 2016 aged 
89, survived by his partner Avril. 

A King’s Scholar, Nigel won prizes for 
Latin and Greek and was a member of 
the school orchestra and a tenor in the 
Bach Choir. He played Katisha in The 
Mikado in 1956 – alternating with Mark 
Deller. The Cantuarian’s reviewer Kem 
Gross said that he “brought a tragic 
dignity and pathos to the part of the 
slightly unhinged Katisha”. When Nigel 
left King’s, Canon Shirley referred to 
him as “An excellent boy in all ways – 
gentleman – reliable – upright – fit for 
any job.”
 
Following King’s, Nigel went up to 
St John’s College, Oxford and began 
a career in the Civil Service: the 
Admiralty in 1962, then mostly the 
Ministry of Defence until 1998. He was 
seconded to the UK Delegation to MBFR 
(arms control) Talks between NATO 
and Warsaw Pact, Vienna 1977-80; and 
to the Cabinet Office (1986-89). In 1982 
he was made Commander of the Order 
of the British Empire having worked 

as Assistant Secretary at the Ministry 
of Defence during the Falklands War. 
Nicholls served as Clerk of the Privy 
Council between 1992 and 1998 and 
was knighted as Knight Commander of 
the Royal Victorian Order in October of 
that year. Post-retirement he became 
Governor of Malvern Girls’ College, 
latterly Chairman of Malvern St James 
until 2007.  
 
Paul Pollak (MO 1941-44, Common 
Room 1950-88) writes: “I wasn’t at all 
surprised when his activities during 
the recovery of the Falklands were 
recognised with the award of the CBE, 
as I had witnessed his soldierly qualities 
when he was still a cadet at King’s. 
During a field day held at Acrise, in 
thickly wooded terrain, I was carrying 
out my duties as Corps Adjutant when 
I spotted Nicholls lying well concealed 
and engaging the enemy with steady 
fire. Unfortunately, the ammunition 
issue had only amounted to six blanks 

each so it seemed unavoidable that 
the enemy would soon be able to 
advance in safety. Not so. After the first 
six shots, many more followed, each 
accompanied by a loud shout of ‘Bang!’.  
Nicholls’ position I adjudged as not 
having been taken by the enemy, in 
consequence. “
 
Nigel died on 21 December 2016, leaving 
a wife Isobel, and two sons, the elder 
of whom, Jonathan, was at King’s (LN 
1982-86).

Sir Nigel Hamilton Nicholls KCVO CBE
(MO 1951-53/LN 1953-56)
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DEATHS

JOHN BIRD
(MR 1952-59)
on 5 January 2017

JIM BROWNE
(LX 1961-66)
on 29 January 2017

THOMAS CHURCH
(WL 1961-66)
on 28 October 2016

MICHAEL GORDON
(GR 1940-46)
on 25 September 2016

PLAI KITIYAKARA
(LX 1972-76)
on 26 December 2016

PETER PETRIE
(LX 1971-76)
died in 2014 

NIGEL RUSHTON HALL
(LN 1958-64)
on 7 January 2017 

»

The funeral of Peter Donald Willis 
took place on 15 November, and 
Barham Crematorium was packed 
with family, friends and OKS, 
particularly from the Pilgrims Boat 
Club. Michael Dover’s Obituary 
(below) speaks for all the latter.

Peter Willis, boatman to the King’s 
Canterbury Boat Club for 42 years 
from 1957 to 1999, died on the 27th 
of October. Born in Cambridge, 
Peter served a five-year boatbuilding 
apprenticeship with Banhams after 
school, before being lured to the 
East Kent marshes and the dubious 
pleasures of the River Stour to replace 
an Oxford man who had missed 
the bustle of the Isis. The School 
installed Peter and his wife Marjorie 
in a specially-built house in the 
pretty village of Fordwich, where 
the School had its fours boathouse. 
The eights boated further down the 
river at Pluck’s Gutter, a desolate spot 
prone to mud, floods and extremes 
of weather. So narrow is the river 
there the eights could only turn by 
inserting bow or stern into drainage 
ditches to swing the boat round, no 
mean feat with a strong tide running 
and a sharp wind blowing. Peter’s 
skills were constantly in demand 
to keep boats and oars in usable 
condition. Half-way through his time 
at King’s the river was abandoned, 
after more than a century of rowing, 
for the comparative calm of the 
Westbere Lakes, old gravel pits near 
Fordwich.

Later Peter began to make boats as 
well as repair them, and fleets of 
beautifully crafted single and double 
sculls and pairs emerged from his 
workshop as well as the occasional 
coaching boat. In the mid-1960s he 
was one of the first to take a saw to an 
eight, inserting bulkheads and large 
screws to create a sectional boat, so 
much easier to transport.

But Peter was much more than a 
boatman who ran his boathouses 
and river frontages efficiently and 
well, without fuss or drama, and 
appeared at all the major regattas 

to ensure the equipment was as 
perfect as it possibly could be. He 
was also a much-loved mentor and 
friend to the boys, and later the girls 
as well. Encouraging, unflappable, 
immensely knowledgeable about 
boats and rowing, he took on some 
of the coaching of the novices, and 
in due course some of the junior 
boats. He was for generations of 
King’s rowers an institution, a legend, 
the solid bedrock around which 
the fortunes of the Club waxed and 
sometimes waned. He was thrilled 
to know that two of his charges won 
gold and silver in the eights at Rio. 
He was, quite simply, the perfect 
boatman, and a gentleman through 
and through.

Off the water he was a great family 
man and his two daughters produced 
much loved grandchildren and then 
great-grandchildren. He was an avid 
reader with an extensive library, a 
classical music buff and a fine dancer. 
He is much missed.

*
Marjorie Willis has kindly sent us 
this response: “My family and I 
would like to thank the Pilgrims 
Boat Club for the many letters and 
cards of condolence sent to us, and 
also for their support at the funeral 
and Broome Park. It was much 
appreciated and helped greatly with 
our sad loss.”

It should be added that Peter’s many 
talents were conveyed also in the 
Tribute to him at the Service by son-
in-law Robert Isaac. Besides all he did 
for King’s rowing, Peter was a skilled 
dancer (and many line-dancing 
friends were present), a painter with 
an impressive portfolio, a creative 
woodworker (toys that he made are 
now being played with by his great 
grandchildren). And a clock winder: 
for 15 years he climbed the Norman 
tower of Sturry Church to wind the 
clock. And a snappy dresser (in what 
Marjie chose for him); and learned, 
well read from Chaucer to Samuel 
Pepys; and incredibly proud of his 
large and extended family; and he 
and Marjie were able to celebrate 

their Diamond Wedding in April 2016 
with a wonderful party for family 
and friends. [This is a very shortened 
version of Peter’s merits and the 
pleasure he gave to other people! Ed.]

Peter Willis
(Boatman 1957-1999)
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» Colonel Rupert Robson OBE
(LN/BR 1973-78)

The following obituary has been 
reproduced in part courtesy of 
Rupert’s friend Rob Jones and The 
Gunner magazine and with help from 
Simon Coupe (WL/BR 1973-78).

Rupert Robson died in the early 
hours of 12 September 2016 after 
complications following routine 
surgery. 

Born in 1959, Rupert started his time 
at King’s in 1973. Initially in Linacre, 
he was then invited to join a new 
boarding house, Broughton, in 1976. 
He was one of an outstanding team of 
founder house monitors who laid the 
foundations for the future success of 
Broughton House. He was a good all 
round sportsman – secretary of hockey 
(1st colours) and member of rugby, 
tennis and cricket teams for the School. 
He was King’s Week Treasurer. He also 
developed his aptitude for languages in 
his time at school. He was awarded an 
Army Scholarship and joined the 4th 
Regt Royal Artillery after leaving King’s.

His early confidential reports in 4th 
Regt RA captured him well when they 
observed that ‘He has a very pleasant 
and likeable personality, is extremely 
popular, is highly regarded, has 
excellent manners and considerable 
charm’. These were genuine qualities 
noted throughout his career, setting the 
standard as an officer and gentleman, 
without ever being pompous or 
overbearing.

After 4th Regt RA, the young Robson 
was posted to the Support Regiment 
(later 14th Regt RA) at Larkhill which 
cemented his foundations in technical 
gunnery. From Larkhill he was 
posted to the Oman where he had the 
opportunity to put into practice his 
linguistic abilities – he spoke French, 
German and Arabic to a very high 
standard indeed.  

Rupert married Ali in 1987 after a two 
year, long distance romance. Their 
children, Guy and Holly, took service 
life in their stride. A wonderful father, 
he was especially proud of what they 
have achieved in their lives to date.
Rupert was selected for early promotion 
to Lieutenant-Colonel to command 
the Artillery Training and Advisory 
Team in Hohne from 1997-2000 and 
then Commanding Officer of 4th Regt 
RA from 2000-2002. Although he was 

bound for further promotion later, he 
considered this to be the pinnacle of his 
career and it was a very happy time for 
him and the rest of the Robson family. 

Following command, Rupert chose 
the ‘scenic route’ and he alighted 
upon appointments in South 
Africa, Shrivenham and Italy, with 
short detours to Sierra Leone and 
Afghanistan on operations. For the 
ultimate stop on his journey Rupert was 
selected for the appointment of Defence 
Attaché in Abu Dhabi. In this role he 
showed patience and tact of a very high 
order to overcome new and old irritants, 
and with charm and flair he steadfastly 
won over many in positions of influence 
who became genuinely receptive to 
HMG’s new policy. He was awarded the 
OBE.

After retiring Rupert became 
Regimental Secretary within HQRA 
and worked tirelessly for the benefit of 
the gunners as a whole. His crowning 
glories in terms of major projects were 
the two London dinners he delivered 
to raise funds for the Royal Artillery 
Charitable fund.  They provide an 
outstanding legacy of his time as the 
Regimental Secretary.

Rupert Robson represented a set of 
old-fashioned values – good manners, 
self-discipline, modesty, moral courage 
and professional competence – that 
the Army is striving to recapture 
after two decades on continuous 
operations. He was taken from us far 
too early as he had so much more to 
give, yet it was a life well lived. He will 
be profoundly missed by Ali, Guy and 
Holly, his mother Elizabeth, his brother 
Angus and all his myriad friends and 
colleagues. Gentleman, Husband, 
Soldier, Diplomat.  Au Revoir. 

Nigel Hill (GR 1968-74), 
brother of Philip, writes:

My brother Philip sadly passed 
away on Saturday 19 November, at 
the age of 57. Philip was a Milner 
Scholar, a benefit linked to my 
father’s former job as a Colonial 
Administrator/Officer in Africa. 
He was my younger brother by 
four years so our paths didn’t cross 
extensively at the School. He was 
a keen participant in AmDram 
and was a very good mimic, which 
he may have used to good effect 
in productions at the School. 
He did make the 1st XI School 
Cricket Team in 1976, and was a 
spin bowler. I do remember that 
Colin Fairservice coined the name 
‘Fingers Hill’.

He trained with accountants Peat 
Marwick Mitchell after leaving 
Trinity College, Oxford, becoming 
a qualified Chartered Accountant 
and worked on secondment with 
the company in Australia, where 
he met and married Lynda. They 
returned to England in late 1988, 
living in London and Surrey.

Philip was in recent years Chief 
Executive of Russell Cooke, working 
from Putney. He remained active 
in sport, regularly playing tennis 
and golf. Finally, and importantly, 
Philip had a deep Christian faith 
and was for quite a few years 
Church Warden at his local church 
in Surrey. A service of celebration 
for his life was held on 16 December 
2016 at his church in West Horsley 
and was marvellously attended 
by friends, family and colleagues 
past and present, a measure of the 
esteem in which he was held. He 
had been diagnosed with cancer 
in August 2016 and complications 
arose in October. He was lovingly 
and brilliantly supported by 
his family – Lynda and his four 
children.

Philip Hill
(Riversleigh, GR 1972-77)  
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»

David Miller, a distinctive and 
greatly admired literary agent, died 
unexpectedly on 30 December, at 
the age of 50. Captain of School, a 
Cantuarian editor and choral scholar, 
active in drama (he was Will Parker 
in Oklahoma), David was recorded 
as “articulate, charming and hard-
working; got on outstandingly well 
with adults”. From King’s David went 
on to Girton College, Cambridge in 
1985, read Theology and edited a 
satirical magazine.

On graduating he worked briefly for 
a headhunter but then found his 
vocation as a literary agent, joining 
Rogers, Coleridge and White in 
1990, becoming a director in 1997, 
and in 2008 being given the Orion 
Publishing Group Literary Agent 
of the Year award. He nurtured his 
writers with warmth and empathy, 
and his perseverance brought him 
great successes. Six publishers had 
rejected Victoria Hislop’s The Island 
but David went on backing the book 
and eventually it sold over two 
million copies. “I don’t think I could 
have become a writer without David,” 
Hislop said. “I always wrote trying to 
impress him.” Others he championed 
included Kate Summerscale, Ben 
Schott and Stephen Grosz, all of 
whom benefited from his close 
attention.

Despite his preference for fountain 
pen and landline, David knew how 
hard it now was for a writer of quality 
to make a living. Describing his 
working day for The London Library 
Magazine, he wrote of “a market that 
is declining and fragmentary, when 
books are competing with iPods, and 
authors with websites. The rapid 
advances in digital and electronic 
devices seem confusing to most 
authors (so) the agent’s life should, 
and can, be selfless.”

Away from contemporary works, 
Conrad was a passion (and Ibsen 
another) and David wrote on Conrad 
many times, courteously referring 
back his latest article or observation 
to the School. The one novel he 

published, 
Today, is set (in 
Bishopsbourne) 
across the last 
three days of 
the novelist’s 
life, imagining 
the respective 
reactions of 
family members 
and friends at 
this time, August 
1924. (David 
came and talked 
to the Marlowe 
Society about 
this, in March 
2011). There is 
a King’s School 
connection here 
beyond the many 
local references 
in that one of the 
key figures in 
the story is Miss 
Lilian Hallowes, 
Conrad’s 
secretary. 
Her father, 
grandfather and several uncles and 
great uncles were OKS and she had 
been the subject of another detailed 
and scholarly article by David in The 
Conradian in 2006. (The typewriter 
she used at Oswalds is now in the 
Canterbury Heritage Museum.)

Despite his Polish roots, and his 
funeral service being at St Thomas’s 
RC Church, Burgate, there isn’t much 
religious consolation in Conrad’s 
novels, and this chimed with David’s 
own “marvellous lack of belief” 
(though he remained fascinated by 
people who had faith). But there was 
a link in his mind between boyhood 
and death, which comes through in 
two long articles he published in The 
Conradian: in 2006 The Unenchanted 
Garden: Children, Childhood, and 
Conrad and then in 2010 His Heart 
in My Hand: Stories from and about 
Joseph Conrad’s Sons. As a boy, 
David had been very shocked by 
the death of his father, a chartered 
accountant in Edinburgh (they were 
a Presbyterian family), and that may 

have had its influence on Today, with 
its close study of family grief amid 
familiar surroundings. Of this the 
Conradian reviewer wrote:

“The book is a superb study of 
imagination and empathy... the prose 
tight, precise, exquisite. This is, one 
feels, exactly as it must have been on 
the day Conrad died.” 

Much missed, much mourned, 
David died too young, and we send 
our profoundest sympathy to his 
sons Freddie (16) and Billy (13), both 
of whom are currently in Linacre, 
to their mother, the writer Kate 
Colquhoun, and to David’s sister 
Lucinda (GL 1984-86), and to all the 
family. A memorial service took place 
on March 12 at 3pm in the Union 
Chapel in Islington, London.

David Miller
(GL 1979-84)
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» Pat Hopkins
(KSC 1985-98) 

The funeral of Pat Hopkins, formerly 
Headmaster’s Secretary, was 
conducted by the Rt Revd Richard 
Llewellin, formerly Bishop of Dover, 
at St Nicholas’s Church, Thanington, 
on 5 December, and this Address was 
given by the Revd Canon Dr Anthony 
Phillips, Headmaster 1986-96:

I feel a deep sense of déjà vu as 
it was only months ago I was in 
Canterbury to give an address for 
my predecessor’s Secretary, Barbara 
Slimming. Inevitably I shall repeat 
things I said then. Pat was in fact 
present at Barbara’s funeral, driving 
herself there in her motorised chair. 
I was so pleased she heard what I 
said because it applied to her too. We 
had a good conversation afterwards, 
Pat using her speaking machine, 
and then she cheerfully drove off 
round the Precincts, still wonderfully 
independent.

Pat, of course, had a previous life 
to King’s, air hostess, army wife, 
mother. With Peter Pilkington’s 
imminent departure to St. Paul’s, 
Barbara retired. Peter appointed a 
replacement who lasted weeks. No 
one would ever be able to replace 
Barbara for him. Then Pat was 
employed as the Headmaster’s 
Secretary. Peter told me I would get 
on with her: he was right. She was my 
main Secretary for the whole of my 
ten years at King’s. While working 
there she did a degree in history at the 
same time as her own daughter was 
studying at University. Pat’s academic 
success gave her huge pleasure and 
we at King’s were immensely proud 
of her.

I do not think it an exaggeration to 
say that the Headmaster’s Secretary 
is the heart of the school. Everything 
goes through her. It is she who deals 
with Governors, Staff, Parents and 
Pupils. More than any other person, 
she is the face of the School. This 
means that nothing must surprise 
her: she has to be ready for each and 
every emergency, every contingency. 
She alone recognised Bob Geldof 
when he popped into the office for 

a Prospectus. 
Clearly loyalty to 
both School and 
Headmaster must 
be paramount, 
and of course 
discretion. She 
will be privileged 
to know things 
that virtually no 
one else knows. 
But she will also 
become aware of 
things that the 
Headmaster does 
not know. He will 
very much depend 
on her to alert 
him to problems, 
even hazards, of 
which he is quite 
ignorant.  

But there is 
another quality 
which is all 
important. If 
amidst the almost overwhelming 
daily pressures that assault any 
school and those who are responsible 
for it, there is no time to laugh, the 
strain will become intolerable. So 
the Headmaster’s Secretary must 
have a sense of humour, even of 
the ridiculous. Sometimes she will 
even need that skill to humour the 
Headmaster out of some dour mood. 
And her care for her Headmaster 
will inevitably involve his family 
too. Good relations with his wife are 
essential. Vicky and Pat were good 
friends, so much so that they were not 
above ganging up on me.

I can only think of one crisis which 
was entirely of Pat’s making. It was 
and I assume still is the custom for 
the Mayor to attend the end of year 
Commemoration Service in the 
Cathedral. The Dean and I would 
go to the south door to receive him 
– it was always him in my day – and 
escort the Mayor and Mayoress to 
their seats at the front of the nave. On 
one occasion we took up our positions 
at the south door, but no Mayor 
appeared. With the service already 

running late, the Dean said we must 
get started. So back through the 
Cathedral we went empty-handed as 
it were, to pick up the choir. At drinks 
in the Dean’s garden a very red and 
flustered Pat was waiting for me. Ever 
so formally she said, something like, 
“Headmaster, I’ve made a terrible 
mistake. I invited the Mayor for to-
morrow. What shall I do?” I replied, 
“Make sure he doesn’t come” and 
roared with laughter. Many times we 
joked about it. I know Pat thought she 
would be sacked one the spot!

Vicky and I were very grateful that 
when I came to preach to the School 
in October, we were able to go to 
her Care Home and to thank her 
personally for all she had done for 
us. All too often one does not get the 
chance to say good-bye. We did and 
although she hung on longer than 
expected, I know she knew just how 
precious she had been to us. 

The disease which ravaged Pat was 
of the cruellest. Her life had by no 
means all been easy but she was 
devoid of that killer, self-pity. 
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»

June Millar
(KSC 1984-1995)

A large number of past and present 
Staff joined family and friends to 
attend the Funeral Service for June 
Millar in the Chapel of Our Lady 
Undercroft which was conducted by 
Canon Clare Edwards, Canon Pastor, 
on 29 November.

Although June’s direct involvement 
in the School was limited to teaching 
Cued Speech as a Thursday Activity 
for several years all of us who 
encountered her from the time of her 
marriage to Chris Millar (Common 
Room 1957-95) in December 1984 
knew the happiness she had brought 
into the life of one of King’s most 
distinguished post-War servants: 
Linacre Housemaster, Head of 
Physics, Master of Studies, President 
of the Common Room. She was 
besides a very shrewd observer of the 
King’s scene, someone who brought 
steadying outside experience to the 
sometimes frenetic world of boarding 
school life.

June had her own share of tragedy, 
Chris’s good fortune arising from the 
death in 1983 of her first husband, 
Roger Dixon: he and Chris had 
been friends as boys at St Paul’s 
School. (Subsequently, whilst she 
was at Canterbury, her youngest son 
Matthew died of leukaemia.)

June brought to Canterbury her 

professional 
passion, which 
was for the 
techniques and 
communication 
skills of Cued 
Speech, first 
devised in 
America and 
opening up 
unprecedented 
opportunities 
for deaf people. 
She pioneered 
its use in 
this country, 
founding The 
National Centre 
for Cued Speech 
and working 
for this cause 
for some thirty 
years, as The 
Very Revd Dr 
John Simpson, 
its Patron, 
described in his 
Address. 

A Service of 
Thanksgiving 
for June’s life and work was held on 
25 February at the Parish Church of 
St Mary, Barnes, London, a church 
which played a significant part in the 
lives of Roger, June and their three 
sons. By a happy coincidence The 

Guardian printed an obituary of June 
that morning in its ‘Other Lives’ . We 
mourn the loss of a very good friend 
of the School

I remember her struggling through 
the pain of a failed hip operation 
annoyed, even angry, but never giving 
in to wallowing. It was the same with 
the motor neurone disease. When 
earlier we saw her at home with her 
new speaking machine and its four 
voices, she was positively jolly as she 
switched from one voice to another. 
In everything she was a brave woman 
who took the knocks that life threw at 
her and was undefeated by them. She 
loved life despite its difficulties and 
perhaps she fought too long to remain 

with us. We can only give thanks to 
the God whom she served so well at 
this her church that she is now at rest.

On occasions like this, I cannot help 
thinking of that marvellous passage 
from Ecclesiasticus ‘Let us now praise 
famous men….’ and which goes on 
‘And there are some who have no 
memorial….’ Jill Tweed’s splendid 
bust of me glowers down from its 
plinth in the Shirley Hall. But where 
is Pat’s memorial? I can tell you: her 
memorial is that she enabled myself 

and my colleagues to lead the School 
through an extraordinary period 
of change not helped by a severe 
recession and thereby enabling 
innumerable pupils to fulfil their 
potential. Her memorial is in the lives 
of men and women educated at King’s 
during my Headmastership and in the 
love and affection in which so many 
of us held her. For ten years she was 
the very heart of the school. May she 
rest in peace. Amen
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»

Over the winter of 1911-12, whilst 
he was in the later stages of writing 
his King’s-related novel, Of Human 
Bondage (not published till 1915), 
Somerset Maugham, already 
successful and popular as a dramatist, 
and sharing the fascination of 
Western Europeans at the time with 
all things Russian, had a brief love 
affair with a spectacular Russian 
princess, Alexandra Kropotkin. 
She was to prove useful to him in 
Petrograd five years later, but the 
present excitement was 
that through her Maugham 
(KSC 1885-89) met Diaghilev 
and Pavlova and mixed in 
London with Russian artists 
and revolutionaries. (The 
current major exhibition at 
the Royal Academy of Arts, 
Revolution, Russian Art 1917-
32, celebrates the explosion 
of talent that was on display 
before the brutal suppression 
of the avant-garde by Stalin.)

From October 1915 Maugham 
had made distance between 
himself and his unhappy 
commitment to his wife-
to-be Syrie by accepting 
an intelligence post based 
in Geneva, which involved 
running a number of British 
agents and informants in 
Germany. This lasted till 
May 1916, and gave him the 
experience on which his 
Ashenden stories were to be 
based. Returning to England 
in poor health, Maugham 
moved on that October to 
New York, where two of his 
plays were due to be produced. (In 
New York he was shocked by the 
prevalence of pro-German feeling).  
There followed six months travelling 
with Gerald Haxton around the South 
Seas (source of so many of Maugham’s 
stories thereafter), from which they 
returned to San Francisco in April 
1917, just as the United States entered 
the war.

By this time, in Russia the February 
Revolution had occurred, the Tsar 
had been deposed, and Hugh Walpole 
(KSC1896-98) was in Russia, working 
for the Red Cross, and reporting 

from a unit called the Anglo-Russian 
Propaganda Bureau to the British 
Embassy in Petrograd on events 
outside its walls. He had arrived 
from Liverpool on an ammunition 
ship, thence by train to Petrograd in 
early March (dates in Russia were 
thirteen days behind England’s) and 
described Cossacks charging, mobs 
surging, crowds sometimes friendly, 
sometimes not; “melodramatic riders 
with bare sabres...leading eight 
miserable policemen to be shot”; and 

the dangerous (for Western interests) 
split between “the Duma Government 
insisting on a regency” and “the red-
hot revolutionaries insisting on Stop-
the-War”.

By April it was becoming evident that 
the Provisional Government could 
not get on top of the anarchy in the 
streets and from army deserters, and 
power was passing to the Workers’ 
and Soldiers’ Councils or Soviets. 
“As is the way with most revolutions, 
the men who led the first rising were 
gradually ousted by the extremists. 
Stalin arrived from Siberia, Trotsky 

from America, Lenin in a sealed train 
from Switzerland.” (Hart-Davis). 
Exactly as predicted in Conrad’s 1911 
modern classic, Under Western Eyes, 
the thugs and the delators were taking 
over:

      “The scrupulous and the just, the 
noble, humane and devoted natures; 
the unselfish and the intelligent may 
begin a movement--but it passes away 
from them. They are not the leaders 
of a revolution. They are its victims.”

In June Walpole went 
home, was given a room 
at the Foreign Office, and 
was treated as an expert 
on Russia. He was sent 
back there in October, but 
gratefully got away again 
a month later, having 
successively reported (Nov.6) 
“Kerensky has asked for 
full authority against the 
Bolsheviks but has shown 
such weakness there is little 
to be hoped from him”; 
(Nov. 7) “Shelling of Winter 
Palace; learn as I go to bed 
that the whole town is in the 
hands of Bolsheviks”; and 
as he reached Norway on 18 
November it was confirmed 
that the Bolsheviks were in 
complete control of Petrograd 
and Moscow.

Three months earlier 
Maugham had begun 
his second and far more 
demanding intelligence 
mission of the war. With 
both Foreign Office and 
Department of State backing, 

and the remarkable sum of $21,000 
under his shirt, he set out from San 
Francisco on 28 July to Yokohama, 
then by train from Vladivostok, with 
the mission to support Kerensky 
and the Mensheviks against the 
minority Bolsheviks and thereby keep 
Russia in the war against the Central 
Powers. Allowed his own code to 
send encrypted cables to the British 
Consul on New York, Maugham 
was not a welcome presence to the 
Ambassador, but was able to renew 
contact with Alexandra Kropotkin 
(now Madame Lebedev) who was 
an enthusiastic supporter of the 

MAUGHAM, WALPOLE AND REVOLUTION
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The Patrick Leigh Fermor Society has 
developed vigorous life, and its event 
at King’s in October was attended by 
about 250 people. The new selection 
of Paddy’s letters, Dashing for the 
Post, was launched, and there were 
talks by Artemis Cooper, Justin 
Marozzi (MR 1984-89) and Colin 
Thubron. [See Offcuts, ‘News from 
King’s’.]

According to the Seventh Issue of 
The Philhellene, the Society’s journal, 
the talks were underpinned by “the 
splendid exhibition put together for 
the occasion by Peter Henderson, 
the School Archivist.” PLF joined 
King’s in April 1929 when he was 
14 and left in November 1931 when 
he was 16. Although expelled, he 
“retained a great affection for the 
place”, and in 1953 told Headmaster 
John Shirley: “I used to meet and dine 
with my housemaster, Mr Macdonald, 
fairly often in London until his sad 
death... I have occasionally wandered 
through the buildings in a rather 
Scholar-Gipsy-ish fashion when 
staying with friends in Kent.”

Peter Henderson’s exhibition 
included four display cases of original 
material:

The Schoolboy contained records 
of PLF’s time including his winning 
a Divinity Prize three years in a row, 
and singing with the Choral Society: 

in his final concert there was “D’ye 
ken John Peel”, which was to be 
sung in his Italian translation at his 
Memorial Service.

The Old Boy: his first recorded visit 
as an OKS was in March 1940 when 
he signed the visitors’ book. He gave 
a talk at the School in 1960 and again 
in 1986, responded in Latin in 1995 to 
congratulations on his 80th birthday, 
and opened the new Grange boarding 
house in 2007.

A Miscellany: Typescripts and 
reviews, in one case linking the 
schoolboy’s review in The Cantuarian 
1931 of a John Betjeman talk at King’s 
with PLF’s address at Westminster 
Abbey in 1996 when the memorial to 
Betjeman was unveiled there.

Abducting a General: the lengthy 
typescript which the School has 
acquired of this account, which 
originally appeared in 1968 as How to 
Steal a General. 

There were besides miscellaneous 
letters to the School, “It’s a long way 
to Tipperary” in Hindi, contributions 
and poems for The Grange Magazine 
as well as The Cantuarian, and the 
minutes of a literary group at the 
School, the Caterpillars Club, of which 
PLF was an enthusiastic member. 

THE PHILHELLENEProvisional Government and able to 
give him direct access to Kerensky.  
Remarkably rapidly, Maugham 
became the chief British agent in the 
field, ran his own team again, worked 
with Masaryk’s Slav Press Bureau, and 
at first was optimistic.

However, by the end of September 
Kerensky looked weak and indecisive, 
and his team defeatist: “the apathy 
and half-heartedness I found 
everywhere sickened me with Russia 
and the Russians”. But whatever the 
politics, Maugham immersed himself 
in the culture, going to concerts 
and the ballet and reading past and 
present novelists. Walking around the 
precincts of the Lavra Monastery, he 
felt a longing for Canterbury:

       “I felt homesick. I stood on the 
steps of the great church, looking 
at the long line of the monastery 
buildings...but I saw the long nave of 
Canterbury Cathedral with its flying 
buttresses and the central tower more 
imposing and lovely to my moved 
eyes than any tower in Europe.”
The Europa Hotel in Petrograd was 
full of Allied agents, and Maugham 
and Walpole found themselves in 
each other’s company, the latter 
recording in his diary his pleasure in 
the more famous writer’s company, 
whilst Maugham no doubt made 
mental notes for his devastating 
portrait of the younger man in 
Cakes and Ale. But by mid-October 
it was evident that the Bolsheviks 
would seize power, and Maugham, 
as “the secret agent of reactionary 
imperialism”, was recalled, after 
one last interview with Kerensky. 
At this, Kerensky gave Maugham a 
message for Lloyd George, asking 
that Britain should offer Germany 
peace terms of a kind that would help 
his government keep the mutinous 
Russian Army in the field.  On 22 
October Maugham left Petrograd by 
train—just in time—and was able 
to see Lloyd George the day after 
he reached London. But by then 
the Bolsheviks were in control. As 
he subsequently remarked, he had 
been sent to Russia to prevent the 
Revolution, but was not successful.

(With acknowledgements to Selina 
Hastings’ The Secret Lives of Somerset 
Maugham and Rupert Hart-Davis’s 
Hugh Walpole). 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Seventy years on. PETER MOSS (GR 
1947-53) has sent the Archives a set 
of school bills from his time. In 1947 
fees were £60 per term (less £26 
13s 4d for his scholarship); by 1953 
they were £90. ’Extras’ over these 
years included hymn book (5s 6d), 
examination fees (£4 2s) and cinema 
(1s). Items purchased from the School 
Shop included a purple gown (£3), 
wing collars (£2 2s), black shoes (£2 
18s 6d) and shoe polish (9d). 

*
We are grateful to Bill Clark who has 
sent caps and photographs belonging 
to his father JOHN HUDSON CLARK 
(GR 1934-37) who was Captain of 
School, played in the 1st XV and was 
in the Athletics and PT teams; and 
to Ann Simpson, widow of BRENAN 
SIMPSON (WL 1947-51), who sent 
us a Roman coin of Constantius II 
(337-361) that he had found in a bomb 
crater near the Cathedral in 1948. 

*
CANTERBURY PILGRIMS

Canterbury Commemoration Society, 
who were responsible for the statues 
of King Ethelbert and Queen Bertha 
in Lady Wootton’s Green, have now 
put a statue of Geoffrey Chaucer 
at the junction of Best Lane and 
the High Street. On the plinth are 
portraits of sponsors of the project 
and others commemorated by friends 
as the Canterbury Pilgrims, including 
several with King’s connections: 
Graham Wood (Common Room 1989-
2003) – Yeoman; Jane Edred Wright 
– Nun; Ray Metherell (JKS staff) – 
Pardoner; Don Beerling (benefactor) 
– Manciple; and Orlando Bloom (JKS 
1985-87) – Squire. 

Book Review
Real Secrets of Alternative Medicine: An 
Exposé by Dr Richard Rawlins (MR 1958-
63). Book review by Dr David Challender, 
Psychotherapist (KSC Staff 1997 - )

“Indocilis privata loqui”, or in plain 
English, ‘not apt to disclose secrets’, 
is the motto of The Magic Circle. Dr 
Richard Rawlins (MR 1958-63) is both 
a member of this elite society and 
also a retired consultant orthopaedic 
surgeon and in the latter regard seems 
not constrained in opening up to 
scrutiny some of the Real Secrets of 
Alternative Medicine. In essence his 
book is an exposé of Complementary 
and Alternative Medicine (CAM) which 
is frequently referred to by Dr Rawlins 
as ‘camistry’. This neologism might 
reasonably be thought of as having 
a hint of the Dark Arts and to some 
extent the book is a warning to the 
consumer that this might be the case. 

In this well researched book Dr 
Rawlins provides a fund of historical 
material concerning the development 
of alternative medicine. I particularly 
liked the account given of the 18th 
Century British Empiricist, Bishop 
Berkeley, who was convinced of the 
universal beneficial health effects of 
drinking a pint of tar water every day. 
Apparently, this episcopal delusion 
caused Oliver Wendell Holmes to 
observe that Berkeley held two very 
odd opinions: that tar water was 
everything and the whole material 
universe nothing! 

Real Secrets has a tripartite structure 
with the first section chronicling how 
medicine developed over millennia, 
then a second part considering the 
principles and practice of ‘camistry’ 
especially in regard to homeopathy, 
acupuncture, osteopathy, chiropractic, 
herbalism and Reiki. Finally, the 
third section gets to the heart of the 
issues involved and is concerned with 
revealing the real secrets of how CAMS 
work. Central to the argument is a 
detailed exploration of the fascinating 
phenomenon of placebo and its 
significance in all healing practices. 
Amongst his findings is the suggestion 
that positive placebo effects may be 
inherited adaptive characteristics, 
giving evolutionary advantage by 
enabling animals, including humans, to 
cope better with the vicissitudes of life. 

Dr Rawlins makes a very convincing 
case for the superiority of evidence-
based scientific conventional medicine 
whilst allowing for the fact that 
physicians have always known that 
much of what they have had to offer 
is useless and that all health care 
outcomes are multifactorial. He is 
passionately concerned that patients 
be fully informed if they are to be able 
to be equipped to give meaningful 
consent to treatment and avoid being 
“gulled, cheated and defrauded”. 
Finally, in view of the statistic that UK 
patients spend £ 1.6 billion per year on 
CAM, of which the NHS funds 10 per 
cent, he argues in his very readable 
and interesting book that it is essential 
reading for politicians who are 
currently wrestling with the Leviathan 
that is the Health Service in order to 
unravel its complexities and develop 
effective and enlightened healthcare 
policies. 

Reading and reviewing this book has 
brought back to my awareness an 
experience I had many years ago when 
I suffered a life-threatening illness. 
This was a fairly unusual condition 
which used to appear in textbooks 
concerning the Sociology of Medicine 
as an example of an illness that can 
be diagnosed but not successfully 
treated. At the time I was naturally 
dismayed and decided to consult 
the leading specialist at a London 
Teaching Hospital. He confirmed the 
diagnosis and then said that I could 
choose to take a heavy dose of steroids 

for some months or do nothing at all 
and no-one could predict which would 
be the better option. In reaction to 
this I turned to Alternative Medicine 
and was successful in shaking off the 
illness. So far so good, but I would 
be the first to admit, especially in 
retrospect, that the incredible placebo 
effect was the most likely curative force 
and certainly promoted my ability to 
cope with the vicissitudes of life. 

This book was published in 2016 by 
Placedo and is available on amazon.
co.uk. 

Dr Richard Rawlins
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