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“Sigbert (King of East Anglia 631-634) set up a school in which 
boys should be instructed in letters, by the help of Bishop Felix 
whom he had welcomed from Kent (Cantia), and who provided 
them with masters and teachers (paedagogos ac magistros) 
following the custom of the men of Kent (Cantuariorum).”
 
Thus Bede, in his Ecclesiastical History of the English People, 
and whilst the School which Archbishop (668-690) Theodore 
of Tarsus established later in the century was more on the lines 
of an eastern theological centre of learning there is indeed an 
inheritance of 1400 years.
 
There are King’s School anniversaries to celebrate and record, 
two of the most transformative of which were the arrival of
Canon Shirley 80 years ago and the start of all-through 
coeducation 25 years ago.

John Shirley not only transformed the School strategically
(as Peter Pilkington was to do 40 years later, when he arrived
and acquired St Augustine’s) but had time which no modern
headmaster could spare to influence individual boys profoundly, 
as OKS of his time are still describing.
 
Memories of “Fred” were strong as a reunion of wartime exiles 
was held at Carlyon Bay on 9 April, and his approval had to be 
secured before the Serenade could come into being 60 years 
ago. And though so modest a man as David Goodes would
make no claims for himself, the OKS Choir that sang Cathedral
Evensong on 18 April paid its respects to a life lived in service
to the School, embedded in a culture that made school fees
affordable to a wide spectrum of the middle class.
 
The Governors’ decision in 1988 to start coeducation at 13 from
1990 was marked by this year’s May Reunion; as the first King’s
Sixth Form girls approach their 60th birthdays they can reflect
that they were the pioneers. The Governors were a step ahead
of the Church of England, which on 22 July (Mary Magdalene)
ordained The Venerable Rachel Treweek to be Bishop of
Gloucester, its first lady diocesan bishop, to a “tsunami of
applause” in Canterbury Cathedral. 

Stephen Woodley

3 December 2015
OKS Christmas Drinks
The Antelope, Sloane Square, 
London

6 December 2015
The King’s School 
Christmas Concert
The Shirley Hall, KSC

12 January 2016
OKS Committee Meeting
The Cavalry & Guards Club, 
Piccadilly

7 February 2016
OKS v KSC Football
Birley’s

17 March 2016
Canterbury Pilgrims AGM 
& Supper
London Rowing Club, Putney

12 May 2016
OKS London May 
Reunion (1970 - 1990)
Venue TBC, London
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photographs  are by Matt McArdle, Kirsty Mason or School Archives. 
This publication has been produced by Lee Rigley at the King’s School 
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Chloe Mitchell

Edd Flower

From the OKS President
I had the pleasure again of hosting the 
annual OKS Lunch on the Sunday of 
King’s Week. This year we honoured the 
dedication that Jean and Wyn Watson 
have given to the School – Jean was 
housemistress of Walpole for almost half 
of Walpole’s existence as a girls’ house. 
We look forward to seeing each of them 
again at the Walpole House Reunion 
in October, and for those OKS ‘Down 
Under’ Jean will be acting as your OKS 
Representative when she is back in 
Australia. 

Another highlight of the past six months 
was the Carlyon Bay Reunion, for those 
very senior OKS who were at the School 
when it was evacuated to Cornwall 
between 1940 and 1945, to avoid the 
bombing raids on Canterbury. Eighteen 
Old Boys attended, and they much 
enjoyed exploring the hotel as it exists 
today, reminiscing how things had looked 
70+ years ago and swapping stories. 
There was unanimous agreement that the 
quality of food had much improved. 

King’s Week also saw several sporting 
events, including the OKS v School 
fencing competition as well as cricket, 
tennis and a swimming gala. The OKS 
Golfers had a great season, becoming 
runners-up for the first time in the 
Halford Hewitt Tournament. The annual 
Pilgrims Boat Club Lunch at Henley was 
very spirited, celebrating the fact that the 
School had got through to the first round 
of the Princess Elizabeth Cup.

The OKS Association carries out a wide 
range of activities (sporting, musical, 
career networking, reunions, etc.) and 
the Association’s Committee would be 
delighted for more OKS to join them to 
help steer the direction of the activities 
over the next few years. Please contact 
me on 020 7730 2732 or Sue Tingle in 
the OKS Office on 01227 595567 if you 
would like further information. 

 Charlotte Pragnell

From the 
Headmaster
The Autumn Term has got off to a very 
positive start at King’s, thanks to the 
beautiful sunny September days that we 
have been enjoying. It is as if there has 
been a smooth and unbroken transition 
from the great success of the 64th King’s 
Week to the vibrant bustle of the new 
academic cycle with no fewer than 210 
new pupils and 34 fresh faces in the 
Common Room, ones that include Chloe 
Mitchell (MT 2002-07) and Edd Flower 
(LN 1998-2003) who join the existing 14 
OKS on the staff.

At the first Shirley Hall prayers of the 
year the ‘old’ pupils gave a generous 
and heartfelt welcome to the 22 new 
‘Kingsdown’ girls, who along with 
Housemistress Charlotte Hayes (Teacher 
of RS since 2009 and previously Deputy 
Housemistress of Luxmoore) and Matron 
Juliet O’Neill, are making history at 
King’s by writing the first chapter of the 
bright future for the sixteenth and newest 
house at the school.

The strong recent record of improvement 
in all areas of King’s sport continues 
apace with four members of the King’s 
Eight from the Princess Elizabeth 
Cup Henley crew achieving national 
representation during the summer 
holidays and four pupils from the 
Removes and Shells achieving school 
and regional record times in recent 
swimming galas, thus qualifying for their 
National finals.

There is still plenty of action to come – 
King’s will soon host the Young Scientists 
Journal Conference, then Oxbridge 
interviews, the House Song Competition, 
our commemoration of the centenaries 
of the Gallipoli campaign and the great 
1915 battles on the Western Front for 
Remembrance Sunday, Woyzeck is the 
school play in November and finally the 
Carol Services – this all goes to show that 
nothing succeeds like success at King’s!

Peter Roberts
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Royal Statues

Kingsdown
House
On the Sunday of King’s Week there was a small ceremony – 
on what was still a building site – led by the Dean and Lady 
Kingsdown to bless and name the School’s sixteenth house. 
This then opened in September in the former Diocesan and 
Payne Smith School. At the moment it is just for sixth form 
and Remove girls but next year, when additional buildings 
will be completed, it will be a full 13-18 house. The house is 

named after Lady 
Kingsdown, long-
serving governor 
and friend of the 
School. Although 
Jervis House 
(opened by Lady 
Kingsdown in 
1992) honours 
jointly Douglas 
and Nora Jervis, 
this is the first 
house named 
solely after a 
woman. 

mock Election

Despite the pressures of the examination season, a mock 
election was held on Thursday 30 April – a week before 
the real thing. With an impressive turnout of 82.6%, the 
result was a comfortable victory for John James, the Green 
candidate, who ran a particularly shrewd and entertaining 
campaign, with 37.8%. The Conservatives were the 
runners-up on 21.5%, followed by Labour (16.4%), UKIP 
(13.6%) and the Liberal Democrats (10.7%). As this was 
an English contest, the Scottish Nationalists were not 
running. 

BBC 
Big Band
On Sunday 26 April the 
renowned BBC Big Band spent 
the day at the School. In the 
morning Barry Forgie, Paul 
Jones and Simon Gardner 
gave masterclasses to the 
School’s own big band. In 
the evening there was a 
superb concert in a packed 
Shirley Hall, directed and 
entertainingly introduced by 
Barry Forgie and showcasing 
the group’s virtuosic players. 
6A pupils Charlie Sinclair 
and Eliza Cocksworth each 
sang a number with the 
Band. It was an exhilarating 
and inspiring occasion. 

News from King's

On Thursday 26 March the Queen visited Canterbury to unveil 
the statues of herself and Prince Philip on the west front of the 
Cathedral. The School was fully represented at the Service of 
Thanksgiving and many pupils and staff lined up to watch as 
the royal couple left the Deanery for the ceremony. Most of the 
existing sculptures and those by the south west door were made 
in the 1860s by Theodore Phyffers. The statue of Archbishop 
Theodore – “the founder of the school attached to the 
Monastery, the predecessor of the King’s School” – was donated 
by the Headmaster, John Mitchinson. 
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In the Pool
Stephanie Andrews had an excellent summer 
coming twelfth in the 50m breaststroke at the ASA 
British Swimming Summer Championships and 
fifth in the 100m event at the ASA English Summer 
Championships. She was joined by Phoebe Brockington, 
Louisa Long and Rosie Broujeni in the intermediate girls 
team for the Schools South East Division National Relay 
Trials in September. Swimming together for the first 
time, they won both the Freestyle and the Medley relays. 
They hope to compete at the finals in the Olympic pool 
in November.

King’s Week
The 64th King’s Week enjoyed the 
heatwave (and just a few showers). The 
sixtieth Serenade was appropriately 
celebratory (see the review on page 
15). Saturday afternoon on Birley’s 
saw galloping horses and vintage cars 
as well as cricket. The Beerling Hall 
was christened by the ‘Speeches in the 
Chapter House’, judged by Andrew 
Dobbin, and by a Literary Lunch 
honouring Sebastian Barker. Other 
highlights included a colourful Much 
Ado About Nothing set in the 1960s, chess 
in the Memorial Court and Juliet Wolff 
playing Elgar in the Virtuosi concert. 

national 
Schools’ 
Champions
The School four of Harry Nichols, 
Charles John, Angus Forbes and 
Thomas Trelawny-Vernon, coxed by 
Rose Fuest, won the coxed four event at 
The National Schools’ Regatta. Having 
come fifth in the time trial, they were 
second to St Edward’s in the first semi-
final. In the final they came through to 
beat Tideway Scullers School by ¾ of a 
length, with St Edward’s in third place. 
This was the School’s first victory at 
the Regatta since the girls, led by Lucy 
Heise and Frances Houghton, won 
three events in 1996. 

Minilympics
On Monday 8 June Birley’s was the 
venue for a ‘Minilympics’ for Year 4 
pupils (8 and 9 year olds) from six 
local primary schools. Millie Knight 
and Jen Wilson met the youngsters 
and gave short motivational talks 
before being asked to sign T shirts 
and pose for photos. A day of team 
athletics and sport science tests ‒ and 
a lunch of lasagne, brownies and 
ice cream ‒ ended with an awards 
ceremony with medals, goody bags 
and trophies. This was a partnership 
event between Canterbury Christ 
Church University and the School, 
sponsored by Cardy. 
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George
Robertson 

Looking out at today’s gathering of 
family and friends, on a lovely late 
summer day, in a place where he was 
very happy, with a service taken by two 
people he admired enormously and, of 
course, with the prospect of a glass of 
champagne afterwards, it is impossible 
not to conclude that my father would 
have enjoyed today very much indeed!

In this most English of surroundings, 
it is, therefore, a bit of an irony that 
my father’s roots were, almost entirely, 
Scottish. The family originated from 
Perthshire, picked the wrong side in the 
1745 rebellion but, via the far North 
of Scotland and Edinburgh had, by 
the time of my father’s birth in 1929, 
regrouped in Cheshire. His father was 
a partner in the family cloth broking 
business in Manchester, who had made 
the best possible use of his position 
as Chairman of the Governors of 
Altrincham Girls’ School by marrying 
the Deputy Headmistress. However, 
when my father was four, he took early 
retirement and moved the whole family, 
including Dad’s older brother James, to 
Sidmouth – where they all grew up.

Both boys went off to prep school at 
Boxgrove in Surrey thereby becoming, 

as my father slightly drily put it to me 
in later life, the only two children in 
the whole of Britain whose parents 
sent them back into the path of the 
Luftwaffe. Rugby School followed 
from 1942-47, arriving the year after 
his brother, although, in a sign of the 
times, they were unable to follow their 
father into Cotton House as it had been 
requisitioned by the government for the 
war effort. He played cricket and hockey 
and was both Head of his House and a 
member of Levee which, for all those 
of us who did not go to Rugby (and, 
as we are in East Kent, I suspect that 
that is most of us) is the senior prefect 
body. After National Service, where he 
met his future best man on the boat to 
Singapore and always said he played 
more cricket than did drill, he went 
up to Cambridge, having won a major 
scholarship, where he read, first, Classics 
and then English Literature. On coming 
down, he got a job here in Canterbury 
where, as many of you will know better 
than me, he stayed for the next sixty 
years. 

So over that following sixty years, what 
really mattered to him? Like many of 
his generation, he was reticent about 
personal matters so I am enormously 

grateful to my niece, Anna, who 
persuaded him to reveal something 
of himself in a book entitled ‘Dear 
Grandad’. Reading it, it is very clear that 
the most important thing to him was his 
role as husband, father and grandfather 
– to Anna, Jack and James. There is a 
lovely section in Anna’s book where he 
records how he first met my mother. He 
writes:

‘A great friend of mine from army days 
(incidentally, the same one that he met 
on the boat to Singapore) was getting 
married and he asked me to be his 
best man. After the wedding, I went to 
the theatre in London with the Chief 
Bridesmaid and had a very enjoyable 
evening.’

Further details of the evening are not 
recorded but there is no doubt that 
his marriage to my mother was the 
central part of his life for over fifty 
years. Secondly, as both a schoolmaster 
and particularly as a Headmaster, he 
believed in academic excellence but 
also in a rounded education. It is lovely 
that an all-weather pitch here is named 
after him and all of us are enormously 
grateful for the kindness showed by 
Peter Wells, and the School community, 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of George Robertson (1929-2015), who died on 28 May, was held at St Nicholas Church, Sturry 
on Friday 11 September. OKS and former members of staff were well represented as were Canterbury Hockey Club and Canterbury 
Harvesters Cricket Club. The Dean gave an Address and there were readings by Jane Green (née Ardouin, GL 1974-5), Peter Wells, 
Headmaster of JKS, and Janice Reid (Common Room 1986-2010). 

George taught at the Senior School from 1953 to 1978, where he played the violin in School orchestras, ran the hockey and was 
housemaster of Riversleigh and Galpin’s. He was then Headmaster of the Junior School until 1989. 

The following tribute was delivered by Sir Hugh Robertson (BR 1976-81): 
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on that day and, indeed, today. I don’t 
know if it was the influence of the legacy 
of Dr Arnold at Rugby but my father 
definitely believed, like many of his 
generation, that sport, music, art and 
drama all played their part in a rounded 
education and he worked hard to instil 
that ethos in those under his care. 

Peter Pilkington, when we met at 
Westminster many years later, told me 
that he had persuaded my father to 
become Headmaster here because he 
felt that the School needed a family – 
something that was very important to 
both my parents. For us as children, 
it was a little like living in a railway 
station. Whenever we came back from 
university or, in my case, the army, Clare 
and I always found the house and, in 
the summer, the garden full of laughter 
with children or parents enjoying 
themselves – as so many of the lovely 
letters that we have all received over the 
past three months have testified. I think 
that creating that sense of community 
mattered more to him than scholarships 
won or buildings constructed, although 
there were plenty of both.

Finally, of course, he was never happier 
than when amongst his friends, so 

many of whom are here today. He got 
enormous pleasure from the various 
sports clubs of which he was a member 
– Canterbury Hockey Club, the MCC, 
the Band of Brothers and, of course, 
the Harvesters, where the race to 100 
tour wickets became a saga of its own. 
Equally at home with his friends, or 
ours, and it is telling that a great army 
friend of mine wrote that the phrase 
that he would forever associate with 
my father, routinely delivered just after 
6.00 in the bar in the Allen Stand at 
Lord’s, was: ‘One more for the train, Mr 

Robertson’. The answer, delivered with a 
mischievous smile and a twinkle in his 
eye, was always ‘Yes’ followed by ‘but 
don’t tell my wife’! 

So how to sum all this up? Once again, 
I am indebted to my niece. She had the 
common sense to ask my father, in her 
book, what he would like his epitaph to 
say. He simply replied: ‘He helped others 
and tried to do good in his life’. 

I suspect we would all say – Amen to 
that.  

(L-R) George, Bob Bee, Hugh Robertson, Dorset 1982 with the Harvesters. 
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If he will forgive me for saying so, David 
Goodes is like a stick of rock: he has 
King’s School, Canterbury going right 
through him. A student-master in 1950, 
he was summoned back the following 
year by Canon Shirley to a full-time post, 
taking charge of the Boat Club with great 
success for 21 years; through “retirement” 
from the English department in 1986, 
but thereafter running the School 
bookstore until 1998; and then through 
real retirement but still very close contact 
with the School and Canterbury music, 
up to and including, and now beyond, his 
90th birthday. He is known to generations 
of OKS: not only those he taught English 
(or Latin), or coached on the river, or 
conducted in the second orchestra or the 
chamber orchestra, but also those who 
will always remember the ethereal beauty 
of the Serenade in the Cloisters where 
David conducted over so many years.

So it was particularly fitting that the 
celebrations to mark David’s birthday 
on 15 April culminated in an OKS 
choral evensong in the Cathedral Quire, 
followed by drinks in the “new” Edred 

Wright Music School – opposite the 
Shirley Hall, in the old Grange for those 
that have not been back in a while.

It was particularly fitting too that OKS 
from so many generations, and from 
so many different walks of King’s life, 
joined in the tribute to the polymath that 
is David Goodes. We were taking the 
opportunity to say a heartfelt thank you 
for all that he has done in different ways 
for each of us. As conductor Stephen 
Barlow (GR 1968-72) put it, in his speech 
and toast to David after the service, so 
many of us owe so much to David, that 
it was good to have the opportunity to 
express our thanks, even belatedly!

The celebrations had started earlier. 
First, there was a very much appreciated 
Sunday lunch with former Common 
Room colleagues ‒ including some 
well preserved holiday snaps from 
Spain in the 1950s. Then there was the 
excellent birthday tea on Wednesday 15 
April itself, put on by the School in the 
modern-day Common Room (ex-Sixth 
Form reading room), and presided 

OKS Evensong 
David Goodes

Tim Amos (SH 1977-81) 
reports on the celebration 
of David Goodes’s 90th 
birthday, culminating in 
the OKS Choral Evensong 
in the Cathedral on 
Saturday 18 April. 

and
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“the polymath that 
is David Goodes”

over by Richard Paynter (Common 
Room 1935-80) smiling down from the 
excellent John Ward painting over the 
fireplace. As Brian Turner (Common 
Room 1969-84) expressed it in his 
speech, David might well be very cross 
with him for saying anything at all, but 
we were all there not only to congratulate 
David but also to thank him for so much, 
both on our own behalves and also on 
behalf of the King’s School as a whole.
And then the choral evensong itself on 

the Saturday. Over 30 singers, drawn 
from those starting at King’s between (as 
it happened) 1966 and 2013, and from 
ten different houses and the Common 
Room (present and past). Rehearsal 

started at 11am and, with a short break 
for lunch, went on until the service at 
3.15pm. Stephen Barlow did wonders 
to meld us into one choir for the 
Quire, but his task was made easier 
by something very special indeed. 
For as we started to sing together – in 
the superb Barry Lock song-room 
at the top of the Music School – 
there was a palpable feeling that, 
if age / generation divided us, our 
wonderful shared musical heritage 
united us. And so it did, confirmed 
by the photographs on the walls of 
music-making at King’s from the 1960s 
to the present day.

The music itself was likewise very special: 
Howells’ Gloucester Service (Magnificat 
and Nunc Dimittis), in prospective 
requiem for his dying mother; Bairstow’s 
Blessed City, rousing but also reflective; 
and the whole shot through with the 
Canterbury Responses, a (relatively) 
new composition by Ed Rex (GL 2001-
06), written “for Stephen Barlow and 
the OKS”. This piece alone was worth 
the journey: wonderful D flat (i.e. five 
flats!), two choir groups, one humming 

Russian-style, the other 
articulating the responses, taking it 
in turns, and the hummers humming 
throughout the chaplain’s intonations as 
well. Magic! 

Well done and thanks to Julia Williams 
(née Maynard, WL 1978-80) for 
organising it. Similarly to Sue Tingle, 
who masterminded the whole thing 
(and the birthday tea). And of course, 
again, to DSG himself, the cause of 
such happy celebration together. 
Congratulations, sincere thanks, and 
our very, very best wishes.
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Carlyon Bay, 70 Years On
A beautiful spring day at the Carlyon 

Bay Hotel on 9 April saw a 
remarkable gathering of some of those 
who were evacuated from Canterbury to 
St Austell during the Second World War. 
Eighteen OKS were joined by six Old 
Boys from St Edmund’s – the two schools 
had united for the duration – as well as a 
goodly number of wives and guests. The 
occasion was the commemoration of the 
70th anniversary of the return ‘home’ at 
the end of the War and, indeed, the 75th 
anniversary of the original exodus from 
East Kent.

OKS President Charlotte Pragnell, 
the Headmaster and Junior School 
Headmaster Peter Wells were 
accompanied by the St Edmund’s Head 
Louise Moelwyn-Hughes to welcome the 
guests. 

The reunion began with a delicious 
Cornish cream tea in the Bay View 
restaurant, with its panoramic views 
of the coast, and a showing of Peter 
Williams’ 1994 documentary ‘The Road 
to D-Day: Through the Eyes of a Child’. 
The film included interviews with OKS 
Brian Arnold, David Moreau, Paul 
Pollak and Roger Symon, and former 

master John Corner, as well as numerous 
evocative photographs and readings from 
The Cantuarian. 

The references to home guard duties, 
making explosives, American GIs and 
Monty’s visit stimulated memories and 
encouraged much later reminiscing. Also 
on display was an album of photographs 
and other items from the evacuation 
years. 

After tea the Headmaster spoke about the 
special bond and friendship that exists 
between the School and the Hotel and 
indeed what the loyal Old Boys meant 
to the School. A commemorative plaque 
in the foyer had been unveiled at a 50th 
anniversary reunion in 1995 and in 2005 
there had been the opening of Carlyon 
House at Canterbury. The Headmaster 
then presented the Hotel with a framed 
copy of Hugh Walpole’s 1941 article 
on ‘Canterbury to St Austell: Modern 
Wartime of King’s School’. 

After tea the hotel management team 
gave the visitors a guided tour showing 
the changes that had been made over 
the years: it was remarkable that the 
house system from Canterbury had 

been maintained in such a completely 
different environment. This was also an 
opportunity to recount tales of sneaking 
down the fire escape for an early morning 
swim in the sea, rides in the US army 
‘ducks’ (DUKWs), ‘Cathedral’ in the 
garage and even romances between 
local girls and St Edmund’s boys which 
eventually led to marriage. Though Mr. 
Brennan, the General Manager, recalled 
meeting an Old Boy who told him that 
the most powerful recollection of his 
time at the school here was “the smell”. 

A drinks reception and commemorative 
photograph launched the evening events 
before a superb meal was enjoyed by the 
guests in the hotel restaurant. Further 
speeches by Louise Moelwyn-Hughes 
and Peter Roberts the Headmaster 
brought formal proceedings to a 
conclusion on this most poignant 
anniversary.

Our grateful thanks to Kirsty Mason – 
and to Debbie Bersey of St Edmund’s 
– for organising the event. Although 
this was billed as the final reunion, there 
was some enthusiastic talk of the next 
gathering in 2025. Make a note in your 
diary.
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“How should I feel when I saw King’s, 
Canterbury in Cornwall? Would it 
seem like the school when I saw it? I 
paid my visit. I received some shocks. 
The main building that housed 
the school – a large hotel – was 
terribly different from the Staircase, 
the Cathedral Towers, the flower-
scented Precincts. Nell Cook’s ghost, 
comfortable in the Dark Entry, could 
never endure the lifts and sanitation 
of a popular hotel! Yet it had, I saw, 
its advantages. A great sweep of 
sea shone and tossed and tumbled 
before the hotel windows. The air 
was warm and fragrant. As I stayed 
on greater and greater advantages 
pressed in on me…”

 Hugh Walpole, February 1941

OKS attendees: 
Tony Betts (MO 1944-46) 
Stewart Betts (MO 1942-45) 
Vincent Brealy (SH 1943-47) 
Mike Brown (SH 1944-49) 
Monty Cairns (SH/LX 1942-46) 
Michael Corkery (SH 1940-44) 
Patrick Dudgeon (SH 1942-47) 
Hubert Emerson (WL/LX 1943-46) 
Tony Endersby (SH 1944-46) 
David Evans (MO 1935-41) 
Claude Fielding (MO 1940-41) 
Patrick Lee (WL 1943-45) 

David Molesworth (SH 1944-48) 
Keith Perks (WL 1940-45) 
Colin Reeves (MO/LX 1943-48) 
Frank Thomas (WL 1940-44) 
Mark Withers (GR 1942-47) 
Austen Woodgate (MO 1943-47) 

The following day there was an informal 
West Country OKS reunion with lunch 
at the Mill on the Exe at Exeter. It was 
lovely for these OKS to catch up with one 
another on such a sunny day by the river.
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King’s Week Lunch
The annual King’s Week Lunch opened 
with drinks in the Deanery garden – 
with the adjournment of some for the 
Kingsdown House ‘naming and blessing’ 
ceremony. There the followed an excellent 
meal in the Green Court marquee. 114 
guests were present, including the Dean, 
the Headmaster and Lady Kingsdown. 

OKS President Charlotte Pragnell spoke 
in praise of the forty years' service Jean 
and Wyn Watson have jointly devoted 
to the School. Jean was the second 
housemistress of Walpole as a girls’ 
house from 1994 to 2007. She has been a 
teacher of Biology, organiser of leadership 

conferences and much else. She has also 
been an active staff representative on the 
OKS Committee and will continue as 
a representative in Australia. Wyn has 
been an excellent rugby coach, not only 
at King’s but also with Kent and England 
Schools. The School’s Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme has been an outstanding 
success under his stewardship – regularly 
producing the most Gold Awards in Kent. 
Tribute was also paid to Nick Phillis, who 
stands down after 11 years as housemaster 
of Tradescant. He is very definitely not 
retiring – but embarking on an extended 
(and much deserved) sabbatical.

Nick Lyons then saluted an “unsung hero” 
of the Association: 

“During the last 35 years, there have been 
thirteen OKS Presidents (six of whom are 
present) and five OKS Secretaries, but 
only one OKS Treasurer ‒ Peter Holmes 
Johnson. Peter joined King’s in 1954 where 
he made the most of things. He was, as a 
Linacre boy of course, a great sportsman, 
and by all accounts he was also known 
to enjoy the hostelries of Canterbury, an 
early sign of his later interest in wine. After 
qualifying as a Chartered Accountant he 
had a highly successful career. 

“As early as 1971, he became involved with 
the OKS as the Hon Auditor and took on 
the role of Hon Treasurer in 1980. Since 
then he has also been Treasurer of the 
OKS Educational and Benevolent Trust, 
Secretary of the OKS Golf Society and 
Secretary of the OKS Cantuarian Lodge, 
of which he is a Past Master. 

“Peter is one of those priceless people 
who puts his hand up when nobody else 
does and tackles the unglamorous jobs 
that are so important to the workings of 
any organisation. Those who have worked 
alongside him describe him as: “utterly 
reliable”, “genuinely modest”, “totally 
committed to King’s”, “honest to a fault”, 
“a kind and thoughtful gentleman” and 
“having an impish sense of humour”.

“He leaves huge shoes to fill and if the 
next Treasurer has Peter’s staying power, 
we will be paying tribute to him or her in 
2050. Now there’s a thought.”
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May Reunion

Torrential rain and strong winds did 
not deter anyone from getting to the 
London May Reunion on 14 May for 
OKS who were at King’s from 1990 to 
2014. Despite Coq d’Argent’s famous 
views of the City being obscured by 
the cloud, the inclement weather 
did not detract from the evening, 
with over a hundred OKS enjoying 
canapés under cover at this famous 
rooftop bar. The reunion was a huge 
success with a waiting list already in 
place soon after it was advertised in 
late 2014.  

OKS President Charlotte Pragnell was 
host to the Revd Canon Dr Anthony 
Phillips (Headmaster 1986-96), Janet 

Pickering (Common Room 1987-97, WL 
Housemistress and Senior Mistress) and 
Jean Watson (Common Room 1994-
2015, WL Housemistress). 

Many positive comments were received 
about the evening, which was the first 
time the OKS Association had held a 
Reunion in this format. It is hoped that 
the evening will be repeated in 2016 for 
another year group, but with the chance 
to accommodate even more OKS. Thanks 
are due to the OKS team for producing 
the event. They request that if any OKS 
has an idea for a suitable venue for next 
year they would be delighted to hear of it. 
Please email Elaine Lynch:  etl@kings-
school.co.uk.
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All that belly-
aching Tudor 
Music, m’dear

Sixty Years of the Serenade in the Cloisters
The Serenade: 1955

Who would have imagined, sixty years 
ago, when we started the Serenade in the 
Cloisters, that not only would it still be 
going strong in 2015 but that it would 
become one of the most popular and 
enduring features of King’s Week.

When I arrived at the School in 
September 1952, King’s Week had 
just started the term before, with a 
Shakespeare play and orchestral and 
band concerts in the Chapter House and 
the Precincts – which occupied many 
of us for the final three weeks of the 
summer term. The Canterbury Festival, 
inaugurated by Dean George Bell in 
1929, had been a significant event in the 
nation’s cultural calendar, and a Serenade 

in the Cloisters (usually conducted by 
Sir Adrian Boult) was part of the annual 
programme. However, by the early 1950s 
the Festival, which had been such an 
innovative and creative force before the 
War (notably with the first performance 
of Eliot’s Murder in the Cathedral in 
1935) was a shadow of its former self, 
and its programme much reduced.

When, as secretary of The Madrigal 
Society in 1955, I suggested to Edred 
Wright that we might put on a Serenade 
concert in the Cloisters, Fred (the 
redoubtable Headmaster, Dr Shirley) 
was less than enthusiastic ‒ “all that 
belly-aching Tudor Music, m’dear,” he 
jibed ‒ but he agreed to let us have a 
go. However, when he saw how many 
people turned up for the occasion, and 
realised the ‘commercial’ possibilities, 
he quickly changed his tune, and was 
happy for it to become an official 
King’s Week event the following year, 
and there it has remained ever since. 

In the early years, the Serenade was 
very much The Madrigal Society’s 
domain. Although we didn’t have the 

luxury, as now, of having girls to sing the 
soprano line, we were fortunate to have 
a number of former Cathedral choristers 
from Canterbury, Westminster Abbey and 
St Paul’s, who were still good for another 
year or two on the top line. (Boys’ voices 
tended to break much later in those 
days than they do now.) And there were 
several older boys who were to become 
distinguished professional musicians 
in later life ‒ Oxbridge choral scholars, 
organ scholars, conductors, members 

of the NYO or Directors of Music at a 
variety of public schools. There were also 
various members of staff who could be 
relied upon to add serious vocal gravitas 
to the group, amongst them The Rev’d 
Anthony Curry, David Lawrence and the 
newly-arrived Robert Scott. So, despite the 
lack of girls, we were able to field a pretty 
high quality ensemble ‒ good enough, 
as was mentioned in the introduction to 
this year’s Serenade, to be invited to give 
a recital on the BBC Third Programme. 
For this ‘live’ broadcast, the Society had 
to travel up to London (still something 
of an adventure in the 1950s) to the BBC 
studios in Maida Vale. Possibly not quite 
on a par with the 1st VIII reaching the final 
of the Princess Elizabeth Cup at Henley, 
but musically speaking it was a significant 
achievement at the time, and one which 
certainly registered in Fred’s book.  

Today the Serenade has rightly 
broadened its horizon, but the 
privilege of performing in that unique 
environment, in the shadow of the 
Cathedral on a perfect summer evening, 
continues to be a very special occasion 
for performers and audience alike, and 
one which lingers long in the memory. 

2015 saw the 60th anniversary of the first King’s School Serenade in the Cloisters and the 60th King’s Week 
Serenade. Mark Deller (SH 1952-57) recalls the origins of this continuingly attractive event. 
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Draw On, 
Sweet Night

KING’S WEEK
2015

The Serenade
The Great Cloister

Cover design: James Curtis

Sixty Years of the Serenade in the Cloisters
The Serenade: 2015
Julia Maynard (WL 1978-80) reports on this year’s Serenade on Friday 26 June. Julia appeared in the 
Serenade in 1979 and 1980 and is the OKS Music Representative. 

On a perfect summer’s evening we all 
sat back and spread over the central 
lawn of the cloisters, to await the 
sounds of the Serenade. Looking about 
the masterful but weathered masonry 
of this cloistered place added a sense of 
pride and privilege to the anticipation.

We were not disappointed. The sun 
set, the floodlights came up and the 
music enchanted us. And, as we were 
told in our programme by our School 
Archivist and former teacher to 
many, Peter Henderson, to celebrate 
the sixtieth Serenade our current 
Director of Music Will Bersey had 
featured a number of pieces which 
were performed sixty years ago. This 
time the overture to Handel’s Rodelinda 
was performed, in a new arrangement 
by Stephen Matthews, by The Brass 

Ensemble, a little tentative at first, 
but bravely executed. The opening 
and closing pieces were two different 
settings of Draw On, Sweet Night: to 
open, John Wilbye’s version, which had 
been performed at the 1955 Serenade 
and to close, a modern setting by 
American composer Peter Hallock, 
who spent some years as a Lay Clerk at 
Canterbury Cathedral in the 1950s.

If the Chamber Orchestra with 
continuo of 50 years ago was missing, 

the abundance of vocal talent pouring 
out of these young singers was not. I 
wonder how many choral scholars will 
be taking up their places at Oxbridge 
colleges this autumn, or indeed places 
at top music colleges? Many, I would 
guess. In particular Emily Lloyd 
Hughes and Rhiannon Jones sang 
with a glorious line as they dovetailed 
their finely tuned voices in Pergolesi’s 
Stabat Mater Dolorosa. So too with 
the glorious line of Stanford’s The 
Blue Bird, where sopranos Eleanor 
Hartland and Siobhan Casha joined 
forces beautifully and impressed. Eliza 
Cocksworth dazzled us with her Song 
to the Moon. A brave choice, normally 
sung by a heavier, more mature voice, 
but Eliza excelled herself. As she 
sang, the moon was coaxed out and a 
natural beauty added to the wonderful 
setting.

The choral arrangements were 
immaculately put together. All were 
sung with enthusiasm and above all 
with great wit and humour, not easy 
with such rhythmic challenges and 
nuance. The sheer variety seemed 
exceptional. Whether coming from 
Madrigalia, The King’s Swingers (all 
girls!) or the King’s Men, we were left 
wanting more. Amazing to think these 
young people had only just finished 
public exams. I can’t imagine how they 
had time to rehearse so many different 
items.

Bearing in mind this most sacred 
setting, I wonder if next year we might 
include a little more sacred music 

to start the programme, and a small 
chamber ensemble to offer a platform 
for the string soloists, some of whom 
surely have the talent for illustrious 
careers?

Throughout the evening, we enjoyed 
the delightful banter and good humour 
of our very popular Director of Music, 
Will Bersey. He has enhanced the 
long-held tradition at the School that 
singing comes first, and high standards 
seem to do nothing but improve.
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Careers Day
Gavin Steele (GR 1974-79) reports on Friday 12 June. 

The same, but different. Back in 
Canterbury, the surroundings familiar 
but not quite as you remember, and an 
assortment of multi-generational OKS 
milling around the Mint Yard Gate 
enjoying coffee and croissants. It must be 
OKS Careers Day.

The idea is to give the first year Sixth 
some insight into the world of work 
through a gentle interrogation of the 
assembled OKS. This year we were 
divided into four groups – Business/
Finance; Vocational; Science / 
Technology / Education; and the 
intriguingly named Creatives. The pupils, 
freed from the classroom for the day 
and divided by houses, rotated between 
the four groups which were billeted 
in various points around the School 
(Business and Finance, appropriately, in 
the bar). Each session lasted 40 minutes 
with a brief introduction from each of 
the OKS highlighting their career path to 
date. The bulk of the time 

was dedicated to Q&A with one of the 
panel tasked with keeping both panel 
and pupils in order. The questions were 
far-reaching and thoughtful – if I study 
veterinary science at university, does 
this mean I can’t become a lawyer? how 
important are professional qualifications? 
how much competition is there for 
a place on graduate entry schemes? 
what about an apprenticeship? – and 
sometimes more hard-hitting – diversity 
in the workplace; pay; work / life balance.

In the afternoon we were joined by 
more OKS colleagues from a range of 
professions and jobs at the Careers Fair in 
the pavilion at Birley’s. After a whirlwind 
appearance and a few inspiring words 
from the Headmaster, we lined up 
around the perimeter of the room ready 
to answer the more specific and detailed 
questions from interested pupils one 
on one. The fair was not dissimilar to a 
giant bazaar, with pupils shopping for 

advice and the OKS selling 
their respective professions 
and jobs. It was also rapid fire 
and intense. Hopefully, from 
the pupils’ perspective, it 
was also rewarding, allowing 
them to get under the skin 
of a particular job or career 
path. The session closed with 
Matthew Townshend (LN 
1974-79) highlighting some 
of the key themes from the 
day.

Reflecting on the experience, I was 
struck by how enjoyable and engaging 
it had been. But what really sticks in 
the memory is the interest and insight 
from the pupils and the thought they 
(and perhaps their parents) had given to 
their questions. Entirely understandable 
given the pressure on school leavers these 
days and a real contrast to my day when 
the careers service was really no more 
than a visit to a classroom to peruse a 
careers handbook or similar. Today, with 
a dedicated team and a real focus from 
the School, leavers are able to fully equip 
themselves for life after academia. We 
hope the OKS can continue to play their 
part in that process. 

OKS Bristol University Reunion 2015
After such a successful gathering in 
December, the OKS of Bristol were very 
keen to have another reunion in the 
second term. We decided to meet again 
at the W.G. Grace in Whiteladies Road, 
Clifton ‒ one of the few places large 
enough for all 30 to gather and within 
our student budgets. It was so nice to 

see everyone and on behalf of all of us I 
would like to thank the OKS Association 
for subsidising our drinks. It’s hard for all 
of us to put some time aside to meet so 
we really are grateful for this opportunity.  

 Abigail Jackson (JR 2007-12)

Attendees were: Lucy Balicki (LX 2007-2012), Alex Barkshire (HH 2007-12), Anna Booth-Clibborn (WL 2011-13), Louis Bromfield (GR 2008-13), 
Charlie Carr (SH 2007-12), Vikram Chaudhuri (MT 2006-11), Izzy Curley (HH 2009-14), Hector Dyer (MO 2006-11), 
Nina Etherton (BR 2007-12), Elliot Evans (GL 2009-12), Rosie Fenning (BR 2008-13), Gus Gould (GL 2007-12), Freddy Hare (LN 2005-2010), 
Joe Haynes (GR 2009-14), Fred Holt (LN 2007-12), Abigail Jackson (JR 2007-12), Maya Kolade (HH 2008-13), John Lavelle (MR 2009-14), 
Hugo Plunkett (GL 2007-12), Arthur Poivet (GL 2011-13), Lizzie Royce (BR 2010-12), George Stacey (CY/GL 2007-12), Alex Sunley (MT 2008-13), 
Lucy Tynan (HH 2009-14),  Shaun Wood (GR 2008-13).
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Unknown OKS No. 15: 
Dyneley Hussey (1893-1972) – 
Soldier Poet and Music Critic
The centenary of the Great War is an opportunity to commemorate an 
OKS who established his reputation with his Poems of 1915. 

Dyneley Hussey was born in India, the 
son of Colonel Charles Edward Hussey 
of the Lancashire Fusiliers. In 1907 he 
joined King’s, where he appeared several 
times in Speeches, gave a talk on ‘Greek 
Pottery’ to the Harvey Society and won 
prizes for English Literature, Latin Prose 
and English Essays. He left in 1912 for 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, where 
his musical interests were apparent. 
The Oxford Letter in The Cantuarian 
observed: “Hussey… is fast becoming a 
connoisseur but I distrust his devotion to 
Wagner”.

When the First World War broke out he 
joined his father’s regiment and was soon 
a Lieutenant in the Thirteenth Battalion. 
Illness limited his military activities and 
he never went to the Front. “I have no 
hopes of going out myself for a long time 
to come, as I was marked unfit for active 
service owing to this illness. The strain of 
losing friend after friend is too terrible, 
and then to sit and do nothing oneself! I 
find that the writing of poetry distracts 
me from such worries, and I am thankful 
that I can do it.” 

A visit to the School in May 1915 
inspired ‘A Last View of Canterbury 
Cathedral’: 

O trinity of towers beneath whose roof
I oft have worshipped – oft have stood 
aloof
 From worshipping – I offer one last 
prayer:
“If foes must ravage this fair land
And rapine and destruction be at hand,
 God, keep this holy place beneath Thy 
care!”

In June 1915 he wrote “I have just got 
Rupert Brooke’s new volume of poems. 
They are the most wonderful modern 
poetry I have come across. Do get 
them… His death in the Aegean was 
a terrible blow to his friends, many of 
whom I know. In ‘1914’ he has said 
almost all there is to be said of the 
sacrifices made by the men who joined 
the army for the war.” The influence 
of Brooke on Hussey’s own writing is 
evident in ‘A Song of Parting’ (“being set 
to music by a friend”), which opens:

If you should die,
Think you I should not grieve?

Fleur de Lys: Poems of 1915 was 
published in the summer of 1916. 
It was reviewed in The Cantuarian, 
which described Hussey as “the 
scholar-gypsy gone forth to battle 
with the barbarians”. He featured in 
several of the best-known war-time 
collections. Six of his poems were in 
Erskine Macdonald’s Soldier Poets: 
Songs of Fighting Men (1916) – 
fellow OKS Joseph Courtney also 
featured – and five in John Murray’s 
The Muse in Arms (1917). ‘Courage’ 
has been much anthologised. 

Hussey then left the army and 
spent five years in the finance 
department at the Admiralty. He 
became an author and journalist, 
was friendly with notable figures 
such as Ford Madox Ford, and in 
1923 was writing art criticism. 

However his main interest was music 
and he published well-regarded works 
on Mozart and on opera, as well as 
the excellent volume on Verdi in the 
Master Musicians series. He was music 
critic for The Times from 1923 to 1946 
and also wrote successively for the 
Saturday Review, Weekend Review, and 
Spectator. During World War II he again 
took on an administrative post at the 
Admiralty. (One of his best poems – ‘Si 
Monumentum…’ – was written in 1941 
about St Paul’s in the blitz, echoing the 
feelings about Canterbury Cathedral in 
the earlier war.) In 1946, he was chosen 
to deal with music on the BBC Third 
Programme and became music critic of 
The Listener, remaining until 1960. He 
wrote several articles for the Musical 
Times under the title “The Musician’s 
Gramophone”. 

In 1956 he returned to the School to 
review ‘King’s Week at Canterbury’ 
for the Musical Times: “One could not 
help contrasting with this remarkable 
programme what was done forty years 
ago, when music was not yet an accepted 
subject in the school curriculum and the 
chief musical event of the year was a sort 
of sing-song in which the most ambitious 
item would be the choral numbers of the 
market-scene in ‘Faust’.” The Gounod was 
indeed performed in Hussey’s time at the 
Christmas Concert in 1909, but there is 
no record of the performers. 

Dyneley Hussey died at Cheltenham aged 
79. His son Francis was in Meister Omers 
(1954-58) and his grand-daughter Sophie 
worked in the Foundation Office. 
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OKS Golf - Halford Hewitt 2015
Nick Lyons (LN/BR 1972-77), 
Captain of the OKS Golf team, 
reports on a spectacularly successful 
campaign.

“our name on the Honours 
Board for the first time”

Having reached the semi-final in 2014, 
the team was excited to get back to Deal 
to rekindle those happy memories. 
There were two extra motivations for 
us: Olly Baker (TR 1995-2000) was not 
able to join us ‒ we missed him but look 
forward to him rejoining the squad 
next year ‒ and Nick Bragg (GL 1973-
78) was approaching the appearance 
record for the OKS, standing one match 
behind Vivian Barton (ML 1950-53) and 
three behind Pip Arnold (LX 1948-51). 
Jonathan Hirst (MT 1986-90) joined us 
and the rest of the team was as last year: 
Felix Bottomley (GL 1997-02), James Fox  
(MR 2005-08), Tom Caney (TR 1995-
98), John Hudsmith (MT 1985-90), Matt 
Wells (MR 2002-07), Tom Yates (MR 
2003-08), Henry Nichol (GL 2005-10), 
Alistair Lyons (LN 2007-12) and the 
Captain.

Our opening match on Thursday was 
against City of London. All five pairs duly 
won which meant that we played Mill 
Hill in the second round. Our top two 
pairs lost their games and the bottom two 
won theirs, leaving the third pair of Wells 
and Yates to clinch a nail-biter on the 
20th hole. This was a very close shave and 
a wake-up call.

Our third round match was against 
Highgate. The youngsters, Henry 
Nichol and Alistair Lyons, had a good 
win and the veterans, Nicks Bragg and 
Lyons, had a comprehensive victory. 
Surprisingly, Hudsmith and Caney lost 
their game and Bottomley and Fox also 
succumbed, leaving Wells and Yates 
once again carrying our hopes on their 
shoulders. Happily, they won down the 
18th hole when Tom holed his chip from 
off the green for a birdie. We were into 
the quarter-finals for the second year 
running (having consistently failed to 
progress to that stage ever before).

Winning our first three matches meant 
that Nick Bragg had now played in 60 

Halford Hewitt matches, equalling the 
record of the late great Pip Arnold. We 
marked his achievement by letting him 
buy us all dinner and a great evening it 
was too.

The quarter-final on Saturday was against 
the strong Radley team. Bottomley and 
Fox were beaten 4/3 by an in-form pair and 
and Caney and Nichol rallied after a slow 
start but finally went down 2/1. The other 
three pairings were all up in their games 
and held their nerve. Lyons and Lyons won 
4/3, Wells and Yates 3/2 and Bragg and 
Hudsmith 3/2. We were into the semi-
finals for the second year in a row.

On the Sunday of Hewitt week, Deal has 
a very different feel to it. The weather 
was sunny but the wind was strong. It 
was going to be testing. Our opponents 
were Rugby and by the turn it was clear 
that the top three matches were all going 
to be close, but we were down in the 
bottom two. Wells and Yates, after the 
triumphs of Friday and Saturday ran 
out of gas as did Bottomley and Fox. 
Meanwhile, Nichol and Caney sealed 
an excellent victory 3/2, leaving the top 
two pairs playing the 18th one hole up. 
In the top game, Rugby lost their drive 
and had to play a second from the tee. 
The second game played through with 
supporters and players lining the fairway. 
Bragg and Hudsmith had a six foot putt 

for a par which was good enough putting 
the match at 2-2. Lyons and Lyons 
then found the green in two and their 
opponents duly conceded the game and 
the match. It was a very satisfying win 
and a great team performance.

The final was against Eton who had 
won it in 2013. We made one change 
to the side, bringing in Jonathan Hirst 
to replace Felix Bottomley who very 
unselfishly dropped himself. Everyone 
played well and competed hard but Eton 
were inspired and played some really 
terrific golf in very tough conditions to 
become worthy champions. Bragg and 
Hudsmith were all square in their game 
when the curtain came down and took 
a half point, capping two consecutive 
undefeated Hewitts for Nick. He won 
4.5 out of 5 matches in 2014 and 5.5 out 
of 6 matches this year and finished the 
tournament with 62 caps for King’s and 
many left in him. Well played, Nick.

The presentation ceremony was all new 
territory for us but it was great to receive 
Runners-Up medals and a salver, and 
have our name on the Honours Board for 
the first time. Next year perhaps it will 
be in the left hand column and not the 
right.

We have a young squad with a batch 
of golfers who have benefited from the 
support of Nick Phillis at the School and 
at our games. A warm thank-you also 
to all our loyal supporters both on the 
course and through their many messages. 
It is very much appreciated.
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OKS v KSC 
Lacrosse
The final fixture of the season for the 
1st XII Lacrosse Girls was against 
the OKS team on a sunny yet brisk 
Sunday morning in March. The 
game began with a strong centre and 
resulted in Hattie Wilson (BR 2008-
13) quickly driving down the midfield 
and making an accurate pass to Kitty 
Synge (2nd XII coach, JR 2003-08). 
The ball was worked effortlessly 
around the goal before finally 
breaking through the King’s defence. 
The momentum of the game remained 
with the OKS team, although the 
1st XII put up a strong fight with 
a particularly strong performance 
from the captain, Chloe Berliand (LX 
2010-15). At half-time, the score was 
5-2 to the OKS team. However in the 
team talk there were concerns about 
getting the ball past ‘Hector Rejector’ 
– a notoriously hard lacrosse goal 
shooting target in replacement for a 
goalie. After a number of frustrating 
rejections, the girls found their stride 
and began getting shots on target. At 
the final whistle the score was 9-7 to 
the OKS and all agreed it had been a 
fun and clean game. 

 Sally Dawson (KSC Lacrosse Coach)

OKS v KSC 
Tennis
On the Sunday of King’s Week the 
OKS enjoyed a comfortable 6-2 
victory against a somewhat depleted 
School 1st team. A good time was had 
by all, there was some quality tennis 
and the match was no doubt good 
experience for the younger members 
of the School team. Thanks to Richard 
Hartland (MT 2004-09), Patrick 
Wilson (GR 2007-09), Robert Day 
(CY 2004-09), Will Steel (GL 2002-
07), Chris Robinson (MR 2002-06) 
and Ben Simpson (GR 2008-13) for 
playing. Also a special thanks must go 
to Ed Immink (MR 93-98 and master 
i/c Tennis), not only for putting on 
a great lunch spread but also for 
stepping in to play a couple of matches 
for the School at the last minute. We 
are trying to raise two OKS Men’s 
teams next year so do please get in 
contact if you are keen to play. 

 Robert Day (CY 2004-09)

The Cricketer Cup Trophy
On a murky and overcast July morning 
on the beautiful Vincent Square ground 
in Westminster, OKS were forced to bat 
first on an unreliable and green pitch. 
The ball moved around early on, both 
off the pitch and in the air, which proved 
a true test for the top-order batsmen. 
OKS lost early wickets and failed to work 
in partnerships to attain a good first 
innings score. However, after a valiant 
and determined 49 from Mark Healy 
and flamboyant 44 not out from Alex 
Gilmore, OKS set a respectable total of 
160-6, given the conditions and the top 
order collapse. 

Although the target set was a reasonably 
low one, OKS were confident that if 
they bowled well and took their catches 
there would be a chance of victory. 
Unfortunately, the Westminster opening 
batsmen got off to a flyer due to a 
mixture of lucky flashes outside the off-
stump, good batting and bad bowling. 
Despite the best efforts of Lucas Anglin, 

Mark Healy and James Meddings with 
the ball, Westminster reached the OKS 
total in 42 overs with only 5 wickets 
down. OKS were defeated by 5 wickets in 
the second round. 

Having got to the final of the competition 
last year, it was a huge disappointment 
to have lost at an early stage. Hopefully 
next year, the weather will not be so 
cruel to the OKS and we can go on to be 
challengers once again. 

OKS: William Bruce (Captain, MT 2000-
05), Lucas Anglin (MT 2008-10), Arthur 
Chilcott (TR 2008-13), George Chilcott 
(TR 2002-07), Alex Gilmore (GR 2003-
08), Mark Healy (CY 2005-10), Jack 
Masters (TR 2006-11), James Meddings 
(TR 2010-14), Patrick Mitchell (LN 2004-
09), William Newman (SH 2003-08) and 
Kieran Premnath (SH 2004-10).

 Patrick Mitchell

OKS Swimming Gala
The Sunday of King’s Week saw a 
thoroughly enjoyable and closely 
fought charity swimming gala in the 
Recreation Centre on Blore’s. A multi-
generational squad of thirty swimmers 
turned out for an OKS and Staff team 
which narrowly lost to the School by 
204-220. The event raised £340 for 
the Lupus Charity. There were OKS 

victories for five former swimming 
captains: Tom Collins (MT 1991-96), 
Pam Gent (LX 2001-06), Kevin Chiu 
(GR 2002-07), Paddy macLachlan (MO 
2009-14), and Carita Hui (BY 2012-14), 
as well as for Jess Devereux (Recreation 
Centre lifeguard) and the boys medley 
relay. 
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Sport

Henley Royal 
Regatta 2015
There were a number of OKS and 
Pilgrims racing at Henley this year with 
some notable successes. In the Stewards’ 
Challenge Cup Tom Ransley (MR 
1999-2004) with his fellow members 
of their Leander Club & University of 
London IV won by two lengths over 
Nautical Club of Ioannina, Greece. In the 
Princess Grace Challenge Cup Frances 
Houghton (WL 1993-98) and crew won 
over Molesey Boat Club with an ‘easily’ 
verdict. Much credit goes to Nick Strange 
(MT 1979-84), their GB coach. In the 
Thames Challenge Cup Connie Pidoux 
(MR 1998-2003) coxed Thames Rowing 
Club VIII to their first-ever victory in 
that cup’s history, beating RTHC Bayer 
Leverkusen, Germany by three lengths. 
Well done, Connie.

Vicki Meyer-Laker (JR 2004-06) and the 
rest of the GB VIII had a good regatta 
racing in the Remenham Challenge 
Cup but were out-rowed in the final by 
a stronger VIII from Western Rowing 
Club, Canada, losing out by 2 ¾ lengths.

A composite Canterbury 
Pilgrims Boat Club 
crew of Svenja Perkins 
(MT 2007-12), Lizzie 
Trelawny-Vernon (LX 
2004-09), Georgia 
Edwards (KSCBC 
rowing coach for Kent 
University) and Rowena 
Price (Newark RC) raced 
in the Senior quad class 
at Women’s Henley. They 
made it through the first 
round, losing to ASR 
Nereus from Holland in the 
second round. 

With a good attendance of over 80 people 
there was an excellent lunchtime party 
held on 4 July at the Pilgrims’ marquee at 
the Henley Cricket Club. With plenty of 
help, Kirsty Mason and many generous 
providers laid out a vast amount of 
food and Pimms for all attendees. It 
was great to see so many people there, 
especially Liz Worthington, Senior 
Deputy Head, and her husband Ian, as 

guests of the Pilgrims. Also attending 
were OKS President Charlotte Pragnell 
(MT 1988-90) and the Revd Peter Allen 
(GR 1950-55), Vice President and former 
Captain of Boats, among many others. 
With an ever re-growing Boat Club it 
was good to see so many King’s white 
blazers in force at the party and back in 
the Stewards’ Enclosure again. I’m sure 
the new woollen design worked a treat to 
keep the heat out.

 Joe Phillips (MR/LN 1983-88)

OKS Sailing: Round the Island Race
On 27 June King’s entered three 45ft 
yachts into the Round the Island Race, 
competing against over 1,500 other boats. 
Of the three King’s boats, the OKS boat 
led the way in 9hrs 10 mins, the pupil 
boat came second in 9 hrs 41 mins and 

the parents finished two minutes later. 
This was the fourth time that King’s has 
taken part in the Round the Island Race 
and the stiff breeze and sunshine made it 
one of the most enjoyable. All three crews 
dined at the Royal London Yacht Club on 

the evening before the race and enjoyed 
a BBQ on the roof terrace of the Island 
Sailing Club afterwards, and we are very 
grateful to Howard and Linda Fair (SH 
1957-61) for enabling us to eat at these 
prestigious venues. We were joined at 
the ISC by Tim Jermyn (LX 1972-77) 
and Mark Harrold (GL 1969-73) who 
had raced in Tim’s Hustler 32 and by 
Ben Warnick (CY 2007-12) celebrating 
1st place in his boat’s division. Claude 
Fielding (MO 1940-41 and Commodore 
of the OKS Sailing Club) was presented 
with the trophy by Howard Fair and this 
was the third year running that the 597 
Trophy was won by the OKS.

The OKS crew included: Dicky Biddle 
(GL 1978-83), David Horton (LN 1955-
59), Dr Richard Pollok (GL 1979-1983), 
Tim Goulder (SH 1965-69), Andy Gent 
(LN 1968-73), Chris Born (LN 1965-69) 
and Matthew Knight (MO 1993-98). 
Other OKS present were Kitty Synge (JR 
2003-08) on the pupil boat and David 
Wylson (SH 1963-66) on the parent boat.

Richard Ninham (Housemaster MO)


