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nEWS of OKS

»

We want to hear your 
news and so do your 
fellow OKS.

Share your family announcements, 
career moves or achievements 
be they sporting, artistic or 
otherwise with your fellow OKS 
by contacting Elaine Lynch.

T: 01227 595672
E: etl@kings-school.co.uk
W: www.oks.org.uk

 facebook.com/oks.canterbury
 twitter.com/OKSAssociation
 linkedin.com/groups?gid=35681

This new look News of OKS 
includes recollections of 
‘Naming of Parts’, a book 
on Sarajevo, an investment 
prize winner – and a selection 
of wedding photographs. 
To add your news, contact 
Elaine Lynch (see below) or 
fill in the form on p16.

1940s

JOHN HEARTH, CBE (SH 1943-47) 
wrote: “In the last issue of For the 
Record you published reminiscences 
of MONTY TURNOR (WL 1946-51) 
containing highly critical comments 
on Canon Fred Shirley. I have no 
intention of going into detail but 
simply wish to record that to me 
they are totally unrecognisable as 
a description of the man who was a 
greatly admired and loved headmaster 
of the school for my four years and 
who is generally recognised to have 
been one of the greatest headmasters 
in the United Kingdom in the 20th 
Century.” These are sentiments that 
certainly would have been shared by 
the late Len Hollaway and will be by 
John Norwood (both in these pages) 
but there were different responses in 
emails from JOHN REAR (WL 1950-
55), “I enjoyed Turnor’s piece and 
would be interested to get in touch”, 
and from JOHN SMITH (SH 1951-57): 
“Much enjoyed the last item by Monty 
Turnor which brought to mind my 
own days at KSC. I knew each of the 
masters described and recognised 
the atmosphere, having been beaten 
by FJS in one of those Latin lessons! 
Please pass onto Monty Turnor my 
pleasure at his reminiscences though 
he was five years prior to me.”
• Sadly, John Hearth has since died.

1950s

OLIVER FORD DAVIES (LN 1952-57) 
has been playing, with the RSC, one 
of Shakespeare’s greatest comic roles 
in one of his greatest elegiac scenes 
(Henry IV Part 2). “The most inflected 
performance comes from Oliver Ford 
Davies as Justice Shallow. True, it’s 
not so hard to make Shallow deep: he 
has some of the most resonant lines 
in the play. Yet Davies gives precise 
comic life to his tremulous, rose-
tinted memories, his leg juddering 
with excitement as he looks back 60 
years.” (The Observer). This major 
production of both Parts is performed 
at the Marlowe Theatre in November.

*
GURNEY WHITE (MR 1952-56), a 
member of Ashford Hockey Club, 
was selected to play in the England 

Men’s Over 75s international match 
against the Netherlands in May. 
They beat the Dutch side 4-1. This 
was the first time an Over 75s hockey 
international had been played.

*
STEPHEN DURNFORD (MO 1957-61), 
writing to express thanks for May’s 
Reunion, recalled: “It was during one 
afternoon of heat, perhaps in 1958, 
that we were marched in our CCF 
army uniforms to the Buffs’ Barracks 
in Canterbury and told to sit on the 
grass in a garden there. That morning 
in class (MLVIb) the English master 
(was it Mr H.M.P Davies?) had recalled 
something of his own military training 
and had read us Henry Reed’s 1942 
poem Naming of Parts. Now, back on 
the grass, a Buffs NCO appeared and 
announced, “Today we have naming 
of parts.” Our rifles were those of 1942, 
so was his script, identical with that 
in the poem. The sky was blue with a 
few fluffy clouds. The odd bird flitted 
past with scant military precision, and 
each new clause took my thoughts 
back to the surreal parallel with 
the poet, listening to the same and 
aware of the springtime flowers and 
insects, themselves unaware of the 
futility of war. From time to time 
nowadays the poem is broadcast 
again, and each hearing of it takes 
me back to that garden, and from 
there to the morning’s classroom, 
reliving one of the most formative 
experiences of my years at King’s.”

*
MICHAEL MORPURGO (GL 1957-
62), “awkward but endearing” 
according to the Daily Telegraph 
(4.8.14), had his own role in the short 
afternoon concert at the BBC Prom 
the day before the declaration of 
war was nationally commemorated. 
A “theatrical presentation” of War 
Horse, complete with puppet horse, 
was accompanied by the BBC Concert 
Orchestra with the choir of the 
Military Wives singing the folk song 
Only Remembered, and with orchestral 
music by Frank Bridge and Couperin.

1960s

JOHN LLOYD, CBE (SH 1965-70), 
the satirist made famous by Spitting 
Image, was in uncharacteristic mood 
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at this year’s Hay Festival. Talking of 
the (1939-45) wartime generation’s 
stoic values, John said: “I think our 
parents’ generation were a generation 
of service. Now we are the ‘me’ 
generation. Our parents, literally in 
many cases, died so we can have a nice 
life. We have as a generation slightly 
abused that privilege. A lot of people 
have embraced the ‘me’ generation so 
that ‘me’ is the only thing there is.”

*
HARRY CHRISTOPHERS, CBE 
(MR 1967-72), STEPHEN BARLOW 
(GR 1968-72) and EDMUND DE 
WAAL, OBE (MR 1977-81) have 
joined Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
among the eighteen “Advisors” 
named as “Global ambassadors for 
Canterbury Cathedral”. On the latest 
of their annual Choral Pilgrimages, 
Harry’s The Sixteen sang in the 
Nave on 9 September. Their seven-
month tour had started in St. John’s 
College Chapel and included the 
work performed in their first official 
concert in 1979, Vox Patris Caelestis 
by William Mundy. The Voice of the 
Turtle Dove was the overall theme, 
with the other Tudor composers 
represented being Richard Davy and 
John Sheppard. A recital that annually 
precedes the Canterbury Festival 
took place in the Eastern Crypt on 10 
October with Stephen Barlow (piano), 
PATRICK WILLIAMS (WL 1968-72, 
flute) and his brother JONATHAN 
(WL 1964-68, cello) performing.

*
CLIVE DUTTON (LX 1968-73) 
contacted the OKS website in June 
to invite information and support, 
after he was diagnosed with terminal 
Mesothelioma in May. This is a rare 
form of cancer that can take 50 years 
to show symptoms and which is most 
commonly caused by exposure to 
asbestos. Clive can be contacted via 
the OKS website at www.oks.org.uk.

1970s

NICHOLAS FARRELL (LX 1971-76), 
out of love with Italy after living 
and writing there since 1998, has 
been eloquently describing in print 
its troubles and travails. A recent 
development is that the post-
Berlusconi government has been 
the first EU one to decriminalise 
illegal immigration, deploying 
its navy to rescue migrants left to 
drown by the people smugglers. 

Thanks to the Schengen Agreement 
these unfortunates are now the 
responsibility not just of Italy.

*
SIR IAN CHESHIRE (GR 1972-76) 
will step down at the end of the 
financial year from his post as Chief 
Executive of Kingfisher, owner of 
B&Q, after overseeing the brand’s 
best first-half sales in more than a 
decade. A resurgent market in the 
UK for construction and thus trade 
lifted the group’s income here, 
whereas in France, Kingfisher’s 
largest market, the state of the 
economy has meant flat profit levels.

*
GRAHAM GIBSON (MR 1972-76) is 
a Senior Partner at Affirm Associates 
LLP, International Commercial and 
Contract Management Consultants. 
He is engaged to Susannah Martin.

*
MARY SPARKS (LN 1973-75), “an 
independent scholar with a PhD in 
History from the Open University”, 
has just published The Development of 
Austro-Hungarian Sarajevo 1878-1918 
(Bloomsbury). At £58.50 it is not for 
the faint-hearted as it describes “one 
of the modernising Central European 
cities, and one in which the local elites 
from all professions took an active 
role in redevelopment, building an 
integrated ‘Sarajevan’ version of urban 
modernity at a middle-class level.”

*
COLONEL RUPERT ROBSON (LN/
BR 1973-78), Defence Attaché to 
Abu Dhabi, UAE was awarded the 
OBE in the New Year’s Honours 
List for “transforming the UK/UAE 
defence relationship”. Rupert leaves 
this role at the end of the year.

*
SIR HUGH ROBERTSON (BR 1976-
81), ahead of his knighthood, was 
awarded a Distinguished Fellowship 
by Reading University for the work he 
did as Olympics Minister. In response 
he said, “It was a great honour to 
receive this award. Without a basic 
knowledge of property skills, it 
would have been much more difficult 
to oversee London 2012.” Hugh 
completed his Chartered Surveying 
qualification at the University’s 
College of Estate Management in 1985.

*
EDMUND DE WAAL, OBE (MR 
1977-81) almost defies summary. On 
3 May, Phaidon published a book of 
essays and stories (A.S. Byatt, Colm 

Tóibín, Peter Carey) examining 
his stature as a potter mid-career. 
For an extensive review see The 
Guardian 3.15.14, which calls in aid 
the idea of haecceity. Before that, 
he assembled a new commission for 
Turner Contemporary in Margate, 
Atmosphere, nine large vitrines 
suspended at different levels 
from the Sunley Gallery’s ceiling, 
holding 200 small celadon and grey 
porcelain vessels. They are designed 
to catch the light from the sea and 
mimic shifting horizons, using 
“the beautiful specificity of space”. 
See also the extensive interview in 
the Financial Times 29/30.3.14.

*
CHRISTOPHER MCMAHON (LN 
1978-82), who teaches Economics 
in Essex, put his professional skills 
to good use in beating 37,000 other 
entrants in a national investment 
competition run by Hargreaves 
Lansdown for an individual 1st prize 
of £10,000 and a further £2,000 
as his share of a team prize: “My 
strategy was to buy mainly funds 
with some speculative shares. 
Russian investments worked 
particularly well in my portfolio. 
I take a more balanced approach 
with my own ISA investments…” 

1980s

TIM BRIGGS (GR 1982-87) has 
become Leader of the Opposition 
on Lambeth Council. Formerly this 
post was held by one of the 15 Liberal 
Democrat councillors but they all lost 
their seats in May. The new Council 
is 59 Labour, 3 Conservatives and 
one Green. Cllr Briggs has “found 
the Labour members to be very 
reasonable and his first speech went 
down well as he congratulated Labour 
and promised not to oppose them to 
make headlines but to collaborate 
in order to improve services.”

*
NICK GOODWIN (TR 1984-89) has 
been appointed Queen’s Counsel.

*
BLYTHE MASTERS (née Levett, BR 
1985-87) attracted much attention 
in the financial press and the other 
media when she resigned from 
JP Morgan after running its giant 
commodities division for almost 
three decades. She joined the US 
institution as an 18 year-old intern 
and went on to become one of Wall 

Autumn 2014.indd   3 03/11/2014   3:10pm



4 FOR THE RECORD    AuTumN 2014

»

»

Street’s most powerful women. 
One of the architects of credit 
derivatives, Blythe was described 
by JP Morgan’s chief executive as 
“taking some well-deserved time off.”

*

CHRISTOPHER BUCHHOLZ 
(GR 1985-90): to Chris and Jenny 
a second daughter, Clara (9lb 3 
oz) born Connecticut, USA.

*
JANICE REID (Common Room 
1986-2010) was installed as a 
Lay Member of the Chapter of 
Canterbury Cathedral at Evensong 
on 7 September. The new Seneschal, 
in succession to the late Lord 
Kingsdown, a KSC grandparent, 
is Richard Oldfield, whose 
daughter LEONORA OLDFIELD 
was at King’s (LX 1998-03).

*
NICK SHEPLEY (TR 1987-92) again 
had a leading role in organising 
the University College London 
Celebration of London and Literature 
on the UCL campus on 13 June, 
and his book on the novelist Henry 
Green, Class, Style and the Everyday 
(OUP) will be published soon.

*
CHARLOTTE PRAGNELL (MT 
1988-90), the OKS President, married 
Anselm Fliedner at St. Hugh’s 
College, Oxford on 6 September 
2014. (photograph on opposite page)

*
SIMON MARSHALL (Common 
Room 1989-92) is now Head of the 
English College in Prague. He has a 
Sebastian Barker Prize for English 
to present, Sebastian having been 
a founder member of the English 
College when he was Chairman 
of the Poetry Society in 1990.

1990s

JEREMY BINES (MT 1990-95) is 
conducting Glyndebourne Touring’s La 
Traviata, which plays at the Marlowe 
Theatre on 5 and 8 November.

*
JEAN RICHARDSON (JR 
1994-98) married Dr Alexander 
Goodman at St. Christopher’s 
Church, Haslemere, Surrey on 
3 May 2014. Jean is currently a 
Specialist Registrar in Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology at the Princess 
Anne Hospital, Southampton.

*
ANDY KESSON (GL 1994-99) “does 
a terrific job of exposing centuries of 
unwarranted condescension towards 
Lyly” in his book John Lyly and Early 
Modern Authorship, which received 
a very favourable review in the 
Times Literary Supplement (25.7.14). 
Widely known only for his two 
Euphues books, JOHN LYLY, who was 
probably educated at King’s, should 
be recognised (the book argues) as a 
writer “Witie, Comicall, Facetiously-
Quicke and unparalleled” in his 
contemporaries’ eyes, which is why 
his prose and plays were continuously 
in print from the 1570s to the 1630s.

*
THE REVD. KAT CAMPION-SPALL 
(MT 1995-97) appeared on the front 
pages of several newspapers on 14 
July, celebrating the vote at the Synod 
for women bishops. Formerly curate 
at St. Mary’s, Merton in London, 
she is now Associate Vicar at St. 
Mary Redcliffe, Bristol. Kat’s joy was 
not shared by one of R.W. Harris’s 
favourite history scholars, ROGER 
JOB (GR 1951-55), Canon Emeritus 
of Winchester Cathedral. Rung by 
YSENDA MAXTONE SMITH (née 
Maxtone Graham, SH 1978-80) at 9 
a.m. the morning after the vote, Roger 
responded, “The Church of England 
seems to spend a lot of time endearing 
itself with society. So what is it that 
David Cameron, Ed Miliband and Nick 
Clegg are thrilled about in this vote? 
As Pope John Paul II said, you cannot 
determine what is good and what is 
bad by reference to its popularity.” 
He added that the pretended desire 
for unity with the Roman Catholic 
Church was now shattered.

*
ROBEIRA CROUCH (MT 1995-
2000) is engaged to Jamie Crosswell. 
(photograph on opposite page)

SOPHIA GOLD (JR 1996-01) 
married Richard Northridge in 
Norfolk on 21 June 2014. Sophia is 
currently a geologist with Tullow 
Oil. (photograph on opposite page)

*

IMOGEN HIRSCH (née Lewis MR 
1997-02) is organising a team to run 
in the London Marathon 2015. This 
year’s official 
charity is Cancer 
Research UK 
who are hoping 
to raise £2.5m, 
all of which will 
go towards the 
construction 
of a ground-
breaking new research centre, 
The Francis Crick Institute, due 
to open in 2016 in King’s Cross.

*
JACK FOX (SH 1999-04), who has 
already appeared in films and on 
television, made his stage début 
at the Riverside Studios in April. 
He played Dorian Gray in Linnie 
Reedman’s version of the Oscar 
Wilde tale. He also appears in Kids in 
Love, to be released later this year.

*
TERENCE LEUNG (SH 1999-
04) became engaged to Jenny 
Wong on the 25 September 2014. 
(photograph on opposite page)

2000s

EDWARD CHUCK (MR 2000-
05) became engaged to Kerin 
Barry on 26th August 2014.

*
CHARLOTTE HAMBLIN (BR/LX 
2004-09) got her first television 
part in ITV’s If I Don’t Come Home: 
Letters from D-Day. This was 
broadcast in June as part of the 70th 
anniversary commemorations.

*

BEATE WESTLAKE (WL 2004-
09) has moved from her role as PR 
consultant at 
Aura Financial 
to Lewis PR 
as an account 
coordinator.
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» IVAN ABADJIEV (GR 2005-10) 
recently graduated with a masters 
from Imperial 
College in 
Economics & 
Strategy for 
Business and 
has just started 
a role as strategy 
associate 
(deals) for 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) in 
London. Ivan’s new job “revolves 
around providing advice to companies 
on business strategy, such as potential 
mergers and acquisitions. The 
work is varied and I work closely 
with a lot of very experienced and 
clever people which makes the job 
a huge learning opportunity!”

*

AYSHA AZIZ (MT 2005-10) is 
currently working as a social media 
coordinator having just completed 
an MSc in Strategic Marketing at 
Cranfield 
University. 
“I work for 
Yapp Brothers 
Ltd, a leading 
independent 
Wine Merchants. 
My job involves 
creating, 
implementing and monitoring 
a social media strategy with the 
aim of delivering a coherent and 
consistent social media experience 
for Yapp Brothers’ customers.”

*
OLLIE ROBINSON (MT 
2007-10) has appeared for 
Yorkshire in the T20 Blast.

*
At least three OKS ran the 2014 
London Marathon, all for different 
causes: SAM ATTWOOD (LN 2005-
10), SERENA ADAMS (LX 2006-11) 
and GILES DEAN (LN 2007-12).

*
SASKIA BARNARD (MT/HH 
2008-13) has been awarded a 
Scholarship by Trinity College, 
Cambridge for her First in English 
Prelims and has been elected 
President of the Trinity Minxes.

From top to bottom:
Charlotte Pragnell and Anselm 
Fliedner; Sophia Gold and 
Richard Northridge; Robeira 
Crouch and Jamie Crosswell; 
Terence Leung and Jenny Wong
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Bernie Cocksworth
(1958 - 2014)

Alex Cocksworth introduces 
a selection of tributes 
to her mother.

Bernie Cocksworth 
left us on 7 March 2014. 
Housemistress of Harvey 
from 2001 until 2013 and 

Head of Economics from 2002, she 
was the most remarkable woman. 
She was a wonderful wife to Geoff 
and a loving sister to Sue; she was 
the best mother imaginable to 
Alex, Rosie and Lizie, and indeed 
to the hundreds of girls and boys 
she inspired and cared for during 
her time at King’s and at Benenden 
before that. She fought breast cancer 
for many years with indomitable 
spirit and incomparable good 
humour. She smiled to the last and 
left us on her terms. Her humanity 
and compassion are her legacy: the 
overwhelming number of tributes 
that the family has received and the 
humbling amount raised for the Royal 
Marsden Cancer Charity through 
donations in her name are testament 
to that. It is with this in mind that 
we share some of the wonderful 
things that have been said and 
written about her since she left us.
 “A mum to so many: a bright, 
shining, incredible, caring, 
loving, influential, hilarious and 
supportive light to all those in 
her environ. She will be with us 
always in you, her character was 
so gigantic that it couldn’t be 
contained.” – Family friend.
 “Bernie was a remarkable 
colleague, whose uplifting, impish 
sense of humour enlivened 
conversations and classes. Her 
insightful understanding of human 
nature and strong character 
helped her become a legendary 
housemistress. One who always 
fought tenaciously the corner for 
every Harvey girl. Her dedicated 
teaching of Economics and splendid 
leadership of the Department 
gave her a special presence in the 

classroom and the Common Room.” 
– Former colleague and friend.
 “She was one of the only 
teachers who believed in me and 
my enthusiasm for the subject was 
in such large part down to her. I 
definitely wouldn’t be doing the 
job I do today if it wasn’t for her. It 
is no exaggeration to say that she 
has had a very big and positive 
bearing on my life. In the future, I 
am hoping to teach Economics as 
well, and I hope I can go even just 
a small way to inspiring others like 
she inspired me.” – Former pupil.
 “She was quite simply a fabulous 
woman. Her enthusiasm, sense of 
humour and fighting spirit made my 
time in Harvey fun and successful. 
I will always remember her motto, 
‘points mean prizes’, and boy did we 
get some good prizes when we worked 
hard and fought for first place! She 
was incredibly loyal to her girls and 
I had first-hand experience of her 
fighting for me. If it wasn’t for her, 
I would never have been a Purple 
and, more importantly, if she had not 
persuaded Edinburgh they should 
give me an interview, I would not have 
had five amazing years qualifying as 
a vet or met my soon to be husband. 
I really wish I could have expressed 
my gratitude to her for that but also 

everything she did for me over my 
time in Harvey. She was a very special 
lady, one in a million and someone 
who helped, inspired and supported 
so many.” – Harvey House alumna.
 “Bernie was a wonderful friend 
and colleague and the memories I 
have of her are all of fun, exhilaration 
and enjoyment – and what style she 
had as well! She was such marvellous 
company. Her wicked sense of 
humour and delight in indiscretion 
made working with her a sheer joy 
– yet, as you well know, she was the 
most professional of teachers as 
well, with the sharpest of intellects 
and an inspirational classroom 
performer: the success of Economics 
at Benenden owed everything to her 
enthusiasm, rigour, knowledge and 
inimitable style. As a housemistress 
she combined care, insight and 
understanding with the ability 
to confront students and parents 
with the truth when necessary – all 
undertaken with extraordinary good 
humour. The strength and courage 
with which she faced illness over so 
many years is something at which I 
can only marvel – and the very fact 
that she fought cancer so effectively 
for so long says much for her 
resilience and the utter determination 
not to be defeated… The world has 
been a better place because of Bernie. 
She has had a profound influence on 
the lives of countless students who 
have been supported by her care, 
guided by her wisdom and knowledge 
into pursuing successful and fulfilling 
lives and inspired by her teaching 
and approach to life. Her friends will 
miss her hugely – but we all have 
the most wonderful memories.” 
– Former colleague and friend.
 “Her personality was like a magnet 
for fun and impish humour on any 
occasion where people gathered. She 
had a profound belief in humanity 

In HOnOuRED mEmORY

Bernie Cocksworth – plus scarf – at 
the Charity Fashion Show 2004
Photo: Mike Waterman
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» with all its failings and no-one 
could have been a better mentor 
and companion to the Harvey girls 
and to the whole community at 
King’s.” – Chairman of Governors.
 “It is difficult to think of her 
other than in the present for she 
will always remain, in her uniquely 
vibrant way, dear to us… Our long 
friendship, reaching back to when 
Alex and Rupert were at Pre-Prep, and 
Rosie a toddler, reminded me this 
morning of the first time we met. She 
was so striking: a beautiful, highly 
intelligent young woman; friendly 
and witty with a mischievous ‘take’ 
on situations and individuals that 
was highly appealing. As a colleague, 
housemistress… her professional 
standards were of the very highest 
and you will know how incredibly 
highly she was regarded by all with 
whom she came into contact… The 
fulsome accolades for her academic 
standards were always tempered with 
tributes to her wit, which made her 
such delightful company. Those of us 
who worked with her over the years 
not only appreciated her intelligence 
and towering strength but loved her 
and loved her laughter of delight.” 
– Former colleague and friend.
 “But what a life – her life embraced 
so many people and her influences 
for the good were so real that there 
are so many lucky people that will 

look back with gratitude to what 
she has added to their lives… Oh 
yes, she will be greatly missed, but 
what a wonderful legacy to leave 
behind.” – Former parent and friend.
 “Bernie was a wonderful support 
and as everyone soon found out, 
enormous fun. There wasn’t a day 
when there wasn’t something to 
laugh about. She kept me going and 
sane in that school. We shall miss 
her so much and I wouldn’t have 

missed those ten years for anything.” 
– Former colleague and friend.
 “For me and so many other Harvey 
girls, she was a central part of our 
teenage years, a bright and bubbly 
housemistress with an infectious 
smile and a huge belief in each of us. 
‘Points mean prizes’ is a catchphrase 
of hers which comes into my mind 
still today, and I think it’s a phrase 
I will end up inflicting on my own 
children one day, much like a mother 
passes on some of her characteristics 
to her own daughter for, essentially, 

she was that, a mother to so many of 
us, supportive yet stern and a very 
positive influence on our lives. She 
will be missed by so many, but she’s 
left us all with so much… I have to 
thank Bernie as well for introducing 
me to Economics and giving me the 
freedom in the Sixth Form to follow 
her classes despite, if I remember 
right, some scheduling clashes which 
meant she had to repeat classes to 
me back in House. What a dedicated 
teacher! Well, it paid off! I hope to 
finish my PhD in Economics in the 
coming months. I only wish I could 
tell her that directly… Thank you 
for sharing Bernie with so many 
of us.” – Former Head Scholar 
and Harvey House alumna.
 “It is so hard to find the words 
that describe Mrs Cocksworth, and 
the impact that she had on our lives 
as Harvey girls properly. She was 
singularly amazing, inspirational, 
kind and always very funny. She had 
such personality, charm and wit. 
You always knew when she was in 
the room. She really was a legendary 
housemistress, it’s probably only 
now that I am older that I realise 
what a tough job that must be. I 
remember her as highly, and fiercely, 
competitive! She fought for the 
interest of every Harvey girl with 
such devotion, and I know that first 
hand!” – Harvey House alumna.

Margaret Pawley
(1922-2014)

Margaret Pawley, 
whose husband 
Bernard was 
Archdeacon 1972-81, 

died on 28 February at the age of 91. 
She was a quiet but distinguished 
presence in the Precincts and the 
mother of FELICITY CROCKETT 
(WL 1977-79) and MATTHEW (MR 
1976-81) a formidable fast bowler. 
A number of OKS and friends of 
the School attended her Memorial 
Service at St Paul’s Church, 
Knightsbridge, on 25 June. A fluent 
German speaker – her father was 
High Commissioner (1929-30) in the 
part of Germany occupied by the 
Allies and Margaret had a German 

governess – she was recruited into 
SOE in 1943, aged 21, and speedily 
sent to Cairo to join the First Aid 
Nursing Yeomanry (the FANYs), 
in reality the back-room girls for 
the SOE. After the Allied landings 
in Italy she was posted to Bari and 
thence to Siena; as an intelligence 
officer for No.1 Special Force she 
worked close to the Front Line, 
intercepting and interpreting 
German wireless messages. 
Her 1999 book, In Obedience to 
Instructions, is considered to be 
the definitive account of FANY’s 
support of SOE operations in Italy 
and Southern Europe. This was 
followed in 2007 by Watch on the 

Rhine: the Military Occupation of 
the Rhineland 1918-1930, based 
on her father’s years there.
 She published a number of 
books on Church affairs including 
a biography of Archbishop Coggan. 
Having co-operated in the work 
her husband had done as Anglican 
representative to the Second Vatican 
Council, she published Rome and 
Canterbury through Four Centuries 
(1974, revised 1981), a standard work 
on post-Reformation Church history.
 Margaret Pawley’s ashes were laid 
to rest close to her husband’s in the 
Cloister after Cathedral Evensong on 
13 September. Felicity and Matthew 
were present with their families.

She was a central part
of our teenage years
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Anna Reynolds
(1931-2014)

Anna, who died on 24 
February 2014, was the 
daughter of P.G. Reynolds, 
long remembered Walpole 

Housemaster, and Vera Reynolds, 
who taught the piano at King’s 
for many years with unfailing 
application. Educated at Benenden, 

Anna made her name as a mezzo-
soprano, chiefly in Wagner. Her debut 
at the Royal Opera House was in 
1966. She sang the role of Fricke in 
Der Ring des Nibelungen in Bayreuth 
and Salzburg and had an extensive 
recording career, with Bach Cantatas, 
the B Minor Mass and Mahler’s Das 

Lied von der Erde all prominent.
 Her father may not have been her 
most consistent admirer. Asked to 
comment by a colleague also visiting 
Glyndebourne to hear Anna singing 
the role of Mélisande in Pelléas et 
Mélisande, Piggy replied: “My boy, 
I was just asleep throughout.”

OBItuARIES

Tom Andrew Watts MBE
(GR 1934-39)

Tom Watts, who died 
on 17 May 2014, was a 
consummate colonial 
administrator who served 

with distinction in Kenya for 33 years 
between 1941 and 1974. On returning 
to England, he spent a happy 26 
years as Bursar to Ashford School 
until his retirement in 1990. He had 
a noble bearing and a quick and 
able mind. He showed leadership 
qualities from an early age. He 
was immensely fair, measured and 
benevolent. He is one of the last of 
the great generation of administrators 
of the former British Empire.
 Tom Watts was born on 13th 
November 1920 of English and Danish 
parentage. He arrived at King’s in 
1934 and was in Langley House 
until 1935. He moved to The Grange 
when Shirley closed Langley. He 
became a House and School Monitor, 
Head of Grange and Vice-Captain 
of School. He went up to Trinity, 
Oxford, to read Jurisprudence but his 
studies were cut short by the war.
 In May 1941 Tom sailed for Kenya 
on S.S. Tsarina. He shared a cabin 
with KIM MEEK (SH 1934-39). Kim 
got off at Dar-es-Salaam and joined 
the Civil Service in Tanganyika. 
Tom went on to Mombasa where 
he joined the Kenyan Colonial 

Administration. Tom served as 
District Commissioner in Kisumu, 
Marsabit, Kakamega, Machakos and 
then Nairobi. During these postings, 
he went on many safaris to remote 
parts of the country, often on camels. 
After Independence in 1963, he was 
appointed Administrative Secretary 
to the High Court of Kenya.
 In 1945 Tom married the vivacious 
and charming Molly Lochhead. 
Theirs proved to be a long and 
immensely happy marriage.
 In 1974 Tom and Molly returned 
to England with their three 

daughters. He was appointed Bursar 
at Ashford School. He enjoyed his 
time there immensely. He remained 
supportive of Ashford and set up 
a Trust Fund which continues to 
flourish. After retiring in 1990, Tom 
remained very active, playing golf 
and sailing in The Solent with his 
family. Indeed, remarkably, he was 
still playing golf and sailing until 
shortly before his death aged 93. 
He was also an active Rotarian.
 Tom remained very loyal to King’s 
throughout his life. He continued to 
attend OKS events and reunions until 
this year, often accompanied by his 
Godson, THE HON. SIR CHARLES 
HADDON-CAVE (GR 1969-74), whom 
he had encouraged to go to King’s. 
He was a model Godfather and 
continued to write birthday letters to 
his Godson every year, full of news 
and practical advice about the world.
 Tom was blessed with a close and 
loving family. He was predeceased 
by his wife Molly who died in 1999. 
He is survived by two of his three 
daughters, Anne and Jane and two 
granddaughters Emma and Sara. His 
eldest daughter Sue died just four 
months after Tom in September. His 
brother ERIC WATTS (Langley 1929-
33) had celebrated his 98th birthday 
before his death in September 2013.
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The Reverend Kenneth David Agnew
(GR 1946-53)

Kenneth was born 
in England but spent 
the first seven years 
of his life in Tanzania 

and then six in Cape Town.
 Father stayed in Tanzania whilst 
my mother, two elder brothers and I 
moved south. The plan was to return 
to England in 1942 but the war put 
paid to that and it was not until 1946 
that we could get a passage. The 
problem now was to find a school 
which would take Kenneth, whose 
study of History and Geography was 
all South African and the only foreign 
language he knew was Afrikaans!
 Father talked to Canon Shirley 
who was happy to listen. Kenneth 
started in the 4th form but progressed 
well and it was a sign of things to 
come that when he passed the School 
Certificate he got Distinction in Music 
and Divinity. This was followed by 
three A-levels and a State Scholarship 

to Jesus College, Cambridge to read 
Law. Before he left school he felt he 
wanted to enter the church and used 
to spend time in the holidays at a 
Franciscan monastery in Dorset.
 He thoroughly enjoyed the music 
and games at King’s and achieved 
Grade 8 in piano and organ. On the 
rugby field he was a devastating 
tackler in the 1st XV but perhaps his 
greatest moment was stroking the 
1st VIII in the final of the Princess 
Elizabeth Cup at Henley. Something 
he always regretted was not bringing 
the cup back to King’s. That year 
he was also Captain of School.
 After two years’ National Service 
in the Royal Artillery, Kenneth 
went up to Cambridge. Although he 
read Law he had already decided 
that his future lay in the ministry. 
As soon as he graduated he spent 
a year at Clifton Theological 
College before being ordained.

 His first position was as Curate 
at St Silas in Lozells, Birmingham 
where he met and married Audrey 
Wallace, who was teaching in the 
same parish. After a time in a parish 
outside Lincoln, Kenneth moved 
to Willand in Devon in 1972 and 
remained there until he retired in 
2000. He was also the Rural Dean.
 After retiring, the family moved 
to Somerset where Kenneth helped 
at various churches, often with 
Audrey playing the Organ.
 Kenneth always had a great 
sense of purpose and never 
sought the limelight. He had given 
his life to God and to serve his 
parishioners was his mission. He 
once said to me, “It matters not 
who you are but rather what you 
do with your life that counts.”
 Kenneth leaves wife Audrey and 
children Peter, Graham, Carolyn.

TONY AGNEW (GR 1951-57).

Professor Leonard Charles Hollaway
(MO 1945-47)

Mrs Suzanne Thompson 
has kindly provided this 
notice circulated by the 
University of Surrey 
following her father’s death. 
He held the qualifications 
Eur.Ing., C.Eng, FICE, 
MIStructE, BSc, MSc, PhD 
(London), and was Emeritus 
Professor there in Civil and 
Environmental Engineering.

It is with sadness that we 
report the death of Professor Len 
Hollaway on 12 December 2013. 
He will be fondly remembered 

and sadly missed by his colleagues, 
students of the University and the 
many alumni who will have known 
him over his long and distinguished 
teaching and research career.
 Len was born in Dover on 22 
June 1930. He was educated in 
Glasgow and at the King’s School, 

Canterbury. He was articled 1948-50 
and worked as an Assistant Engineer 
for Thurrock Urban District Council 
prior to undertaking his first degree 
and his national service. In 1958 he 
joined John Laing Research and 
Development Ltd. He then joined 
Battersea College of Advanced 
Technology in 1962 as a lecturer 
in Civil Engineering and also in a 
pastoral role as the Assistant Warden 
of Ralph West Hall of Residence 
in London. At the opening of the 
University of Surrey campus, 
he continued in his post before 
promotion to Senior Lecturer in 
1976. In 1984, Len was made a Reader 
of Composite Structures and was 
then promoted to a personal Chair 
in Composite Structures in 1987.
 Len had an international 
reputation in the field of composites 
in their use in construction. He was 
very widely published with over 

200 publications, including around 
10 books and numerous journal 
and conference publications. He 
supervised over 30 research students 
to their PhD & MPhil awards and 
supported / mentored many of his 
junior academic colleagues in their 
advancement in their careers. It 
is a testament to his dedication to 
his research that he completed the 
final chapter of his latest book, in 
collaboration with a former PhD 
student, just ten days before he died.
 Len’s widow, Pat, has kindly 
added in a letter: “I know Len had 
very fond memories of The King’s 
School and his time there, first 
at Carlyon Bay Hotel and then 
at Canterbury. When we visited 
Kent he always wanted to visit the 
school grounds and, when possible, 
Meister Omers. He treasured a 
copy of Fred Remembered which 
is still on his shelf in the study.”
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Norman Scarfe MBE
(WL 1936-41)

Norman Scarfe MBE, 
who died on 2 March 
at the age of 90, was a 
highly-regarded historian 

of East Anglia and especially of 
Suffolk; he was at the town grammar 
school in Felixstowe before joining 
King’s. Whilst at Magdalen College, 
Oxford in 1942 he began to be 
interested in Anglo-Saxon history, 
but his studies were interrupted by 
military service. As a young officer 
in the Suffolk Regiment he landed 
on Swords Beach on 6 June 1944; on 
the advance through France and into 

Germany he was promoted captain, 
and a few years later he wrote a well-
received account of the 3rd Division’s 
role, Assault Division. Post-war he 
graduated from Oxford in Medieval 
History and became a lecturer at the 
University of Leicester, specialising 
in local and regional history and the 
study of language. This led to his 
being commissioned to write three of 
the very popular Shell Guides (which 
John Betjeman had pioneered in 
1934), on Suffolk (1960), Essex (1968) 
and Cambridgeshire (1983). From the 
1960s onwards he worked to preserve 

the best of East Anglian life, customs 
and landscape, and continued to 
research into his eighties, founding 
the Suffolk Records Society which 
produced eight volumes of John 
Constable’s letters, leading excursions 
and editing a trilogy of books by 
a French observer of England and 
Scotland in the 1780s. Festschrifts 
were produced for his 70th and 
80th birthdays; for the latter, 18 
historians and archaeologists 
contributed essays to East Anglia’s 
History: Studies in Honour of 
Norman Scarfe (Boydell, 2003).

Brian Linton
(MO 1949-54)

JOHN HEMBRY (MO 1949-
54) has kindly sent us this 
note. “My great friend Brian 
Linton died on 16 May. He’d 

lived in Perth WA for many years. 
He was another ‘colonial’ like so 
many of us. His father was Director 
of Prisons in Kenya and Uganda. 
Brian joined the Colonial Police and 
was the last British Chief of Police 

on Zanzibar before independence. 
Prior to that we’d come across each 
other in the Army during National 
Service. As I told his daughter 
Deborah, he’d jumped on top of me 
at 2 a.m., with a shout, remarked on 
my lack of parentage, demanded 
I get up, dressed and open the 
mess bar, and thus ensured I was 
a somewhat the worse for wear 

Orderly Officer on parade at 0700, 
while he crashed out on my bed. 
On return from Africa he joined 
Mobil Oil in London, transferred to 
Australia, and eventually became 
the Marketing Director. Daughter 
Deborah and husband were school 
teachers in an outback school 500 
miles from anywhere, and where half 
the pupils were taught by radio.”

Nicholas Simunek
(WL 1952-55)

Taken from the Daily 
Telegraph 19 July 2014: 
Nicholas “Nick” Simunek 
died on Thursday, 10 

July 2014. He was 76. He was the 
husband of Terry Allen Kramer. 
Born in London, he served in the 
British Army and was a member 
of the Coldstream Guards. He 
attended McGill University.
 A resident of New York, he made a 
career in the entertainment business. 
Nick was a movie producer and vice 
chairman of two movie production 

companies, Helmdale and Gateway 
Films, and deputy chairman of 
HandMade Films. He was also 
president of Remarkable Partners, a 
production company owned by his 
wife, which produced more than 40 
plays and musicals on Broadway and 
in the United Kingdom. In addition to 
his wife, who is a Broadway theatrical 
producer and London Theatre owner, 
Mr Simunek is survived by a sister, 
two stepchildren, and seven step-
grandchildren. The Funeral Service 
took place on 14 July in New York.

JOHN DENNIS MILES 
HEARTH, CBE (SH 1943-47) 
died on 1 September 2014.

*
COMMANDER WILLIAM DUDLEY 
MCNICOLL FRCS DLO (LX 1954-
59) died on 4 September 2014.

*
CHARLES DAVID GYWNN (MR 
1955-59) died in February 2012.

*
PETER DESMOND STRACHAN-
COWIE (MR 1971-76) died 
in September 2012.

*
TIMOTHY ANGUS WALKER (GL 
1997-01) died on 7 December 2013.

*
IAN LEVY (SH 2005-09) 
died on 30 April 2014.
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»

Sebastian Barker
(WL 1958-63)

Here are the personal 
reminiscences of four of 
Sebastian’s contemporaries 
at King’s. An overall account 
of his life has been attempted 
in Offcuts. In 1993, five of the 
winning seven from the 1964 
Rosslyn Park Tournament 
enjoyed a celebratory dinner 
at the school with Roy 
White’s VII who had won 
the same event earlier that 
year. See The Cantuarian 
December 1993 (p.9).

RICHARD HESLOP (MR 1961-
65): “I’ve tried a number 
of times and realise that 
I know nothing about his 

rugby exploits in the 1962 season, 
nor before. For me, in 1962, Seb was 
a ‘distant hero’ figure whom I never 
actually got to see play as I was always 
involved in Colts game on Saturdays.
 I was one of the younger players 
chosen by Colin Fairservice as he 
moulded the side around Sebastian 
and players from the previous season 
for the autumn 1st XV 1963 team and 
was in awe of Sebastian who led by 
example, always solid in defence, a 
rugged, powerful right centre (as it 
was in those days) and yet surprisingly 
quick on the break. Seb shared the goal 
kicking with Chris Heyland, taking 
the long ‘pots’ and all kicks from the 
right side of the pitch. He introduced 
us to the ‘warm-up’ before the game 
(a standard these days). It was he who 
always kept a level head and followed 
the traditions and niceties of the game 
and made sure we followed suit! He 
was such a handsome young man, 
with a lovely disarming smile and a 
twinkle in his eye, always it seemed 
enjoying the tussle. I never saw him 
get angry nor berate an individual. 
He had a calm authority and a 
presence about him on the pitch, 
gently encouraging when needed.
 John ‘Dads’ Norwood remarked 
at the time of his funeral that 
although targeted he was never 
injured throughout a tough season, 
paying tribute to his calm, assured, 
sportsmanlike attitude to playing the 
game. “He had that aura which did 

not provoke antagonism. He just got 
on with the business of winning and 
inspired all of us in that enterprise.”

*
AL TURNER (WL 1960-65): “Although 
I was in the same house and shared 
in many of the same interests with 
Sebastian I cannot honestly say that 
I knew him well. I was two years his 
junior and he was mature beyond his 
years in every way. We played together 
many times both in the Rugby and 
Cricket teams and he was truly 
inspirational. Even off the sports field 
he had an aura unlike anyone else I 

have known. I spent many hours in 
his company and he always seemed 
calm and in control. He was ultra 
“cool” and with his Greek God looks 
sometimes seemed from a different 
planet, something that was endorsed 
with his tales of life in the big city and 
the occasional visit of exotic females.”

*
JOHN STOKES (GR 1960-65): “I recall 
arriving at King’s, as a total nobody, 
and being met by a massive man (boy 
in reality) in a pink gown; quite clearly, 
in my mind, that guy in pink was one 
of the gods (and I made up my mind 
there and then that that was where 

I wanted to be!). Babe Britten, Jim 
Parsons, David Mills, Chris Barker and 
Graham Pritchard were all gods, but 
Sebastian was more than that. He was 
different for me, because he was a god 
that I got to know. I actually played 
alongside him, and, in doing so, 
Sebastian personally invited me into 
his world, led me in a heroic unbeaten 
team, inspired me and thereby helped 
me to get far more out of myself 
than I might otherwise have done.
 He was incredibly good-looking, 
had the physique of a Greek God 
and when he smiled the effect was 
dazzling. In leadership, he was calm, 
decisive, authoritative, peerless. In 
conversation and social dialogue he 
exuded charm and always made you 
think about what he had to say. He 
had that Steve McQueen “cool”.
 It’s interesting that, as one 
matures, gods and heroes tend to 
lose their status. Sebastian never 
did. In 1974, eleven years after I 
last saw Sebastian, my first son was 
born and I resolved that my three 
sons would bear his name - Jesse 
Sebastian John, Hal Sebastian 
John and Sam Sebastian John.
 Something like 25 years later, 
I had cause to organise a reunion 
with that unbeaten ’63 team. I 
found Sebastian through the Poetry 
Society – he was their Chairman 
at that time. He came to my office 
in Fitzroy Square and we lunched 
together. That experience and his 
company was as mesmeric then as it 
had been when we were at King’s. His 
position as a hero and a god has never 
diminished and, no doubt, never will.”

Sebastian Barker, Captain, as 
remembered by his team-mates

He had a calm authority 
and a presence about him
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» JOHN NORWOOD (WL 1960-54): 
“Richard Heslop and I attended 
Sebastian’s funeral on 19 February, 
together with brother Chris and John 
Man from Walpole, and subsequently 
I have read with interest the profiles 
of Sebastian given by my ’63 team-
mates John, Al, and Richard. To the 
best of my ability may I contribute 
my view of this ‘athletic icon’ with 
whom we were all privileged to play.
 I believe there were several aspects 
of ‘Heritage’ which helped form the 
unbeaten 1963 1st XV led by Sebastian 
– firstly there was the winning culture 
of the ‘man who was King’s’, Canon 
Shirley and his influence which we 
knew for two years or more, before 
he retired in 1962. There was the 
excellent coaching programme 
starting at U-14 level, and progressing 
through the Junior Colts, Colts and, 
for six of us, selection then for the 1st 
XV, for me and Richard at the tender 
age of 16. We six knew each others’ 
games by then, and there was a strong 
nucleus of understanding between 
us already in existence. There was 
the culture of success bred through 
Colin Fairservice (“Fairey”) who had 
shaped teams of players who inspired 

excellence in all of us who watched 
them on the field of play, and how 
they behaved in school – men like 
Rudgard, Khanna, Chris Barker, de 
Jong, Morpurgo, Atkinson, Barber, 
Carey and Maybury, in addition to 
those already mentioned by John 
Stokes, and described as “Gods.”

 There were seven returning 
1st Colours, including Sebastian, 
with Hugh Jackson and Richard 
Clark making the full complement. 
Sebastian was already a powerful 
athlete with the javelin, a member 
of the 1st XI, and selected at County, 
England Schoolboy, and Rosslyn 
Park for his prowess at Rugby. In 
addition, he was House Captain 

of Walpole, and a member of the 
Upper VI. He was friendly with 
everyone; got things done without 
having to raise his voice, and simply 
unified those around him through 
his charisma, and example.
 The record of the team under 
Fairey’s gentle oversight and 
Sebastian’s leadership says it all – 
Played 13 Won 12 Drawn 1. Those 
overpowered included all the Clubs 
(Blackheath, Richmond, Harlequins, 
and Rosslyn Park), our arch-rivals St. 
Paul’s and Dulwich, and the hard men 
in the North, Ampleforth (coached by 
Cardinal Basil Hume) and Sedbergh 
(who were reputed to run up the 
Dales and back before breakfast). 
I remember Gordon Hessey our 
blind-side wing-forward, a hard man 
himself, emerging from a ruck during 
the Ampleforth game with a swelling 
black eye, which only momentarily 
subdued his aggression. The drawn 
match should have been won, but the 
referee adjudged a try-scoring pass 
to have been forward (in the days 
before the TMO!). Those who were 
privileged to play with Sebastian will 
never forget him, or his contribution, 
which enriched our lives at King’s.

Those who were 
privileged to play with 

Sebastian will never 
forget him
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«

Hugh Richard Jackson
(GL 1959-65)

Although Hugh had not been 
in good health for a couple of 
years, his many friends were 
saddened to hear of his death 
this year on 22 February.

Educated at King’s, 
where he rose to be 
Captain of School and 
Head of Galpin’s, Hugh was 

certainly in the ‘strong all-rounder’ 
category. He passed from sixth form 
to Oxford, and then into the Law.
 After spending his prep school 
years at Hildersham House, 
Broadstairs, Hugh arrived at King’s 
in 1959, young, impetuous and full 
of optimism as all boys are, and was 
noted by contemporaries even then 
as having a natural calm authority 
about everything he did. To no 
one’s surprise, he went on to excel 
academically and ultimately to be a 
highly respected Head of School.
 It was on the sports field that 
Hugh truly found his niche. He was 
an impressive young bowler for the 
Cricket XI (although Cantuarian 
records will show not such impressive 
batting figures!) and a record-breaking 
shot putter and discus thrower as 
Captain of the Athletics Team.
 On the rugby field, he was a rock 
in the front row, and an integral 
member of the 1963 XV, still the best 
side the School has ever produced. 
After the unbeaten successes of the 
XV, the following term concentrated 
on VIIs. At the National Rosslyn Park 

tournament, after two days of intense 
knockout rugby against sides from 
all over the UK, King’s (under the 
leadership of coach Colin Fairservice 
and captain Sebastian Barker) reached 
the final and scored six great tries 
through the backs. Each try, it has 
since been noted by team mates, 
began with Hugh winning the restart. 
He was the unsung hero.
 Oxford life was made for Hugh. He 
made friends easily, and was popular 
– and this was not just because he was 
one of the few to own a car! At Keble 
College he studied Law and continued 
in his love of sport, representing the 
University against Cambridge in the 
Athletics team.
 He entered into Law in the City, 
taking articles with Norton Rose in 
1968 in the Property Department. 
During his years there, his peers and 

articled clerks were continually full of 
praise. To quote one: “Whilst the great 
and the good came through his doors, 
Hugh was always calm, demonstrating 
integrity, honesty, and addressing 
problems head on, he was the reason 
you joined Norton Rose.” Another: “It 
sounds a little odd, perhaps, to talk 
of bravery in the context of the law, 
but with many clients not being the 
easiest, Hugh always stood up to be 
counted when the need arose.” He was 
later employed with Charles Russell, 
leaving to retire in 2001.
 But whilst being the consummate 
professional, foremost on his mind 
was getting home and spending time 
with his wife Jenny and children 
Sarah, Tom and Camilla. Needless 
to say, after spending not five but 
six years at King’s, and sending all 
three children to the school, Hugh 
continued to hold King’s very close 
to his heart long after he left. He 
often attended OKS London drinks 
evenings, and was always vocal (often 
too much!) on the touchline at Birley’s 
and Blore’s when the children were 
playing.
Hugh kept in touch with many of his 
friends from King’s, especially from 
the rugby team, and there was a very 
strong representation at his Memorial 
Service on the 27th March. He will be 
much missed by all those who knew 
him. Hugh Jackson is survived by his 
wife Jenny, three children and four 
grandchildren.

TOM JACKSON (GL 1989-94)

Rosslyn Park VII Easter 1964
Left to right: N. G. Ridley, R. X. Heslop, 
H. R. Jackson, C. R. K. Heyland,
S. S. Barker (Captain), A. D. H. Turner, 
N. J. Paul

Photo: T. J. I. Howard-Jones

Chris Annis
(GL 1966-70)

Christopher Ashworth Annis died on 16 August 2012, leaving 
instructions for his ashes to be scattered in Plymouth Sound after a funeral 
at St John’s Church, Devizes. From Galpin’s he went to Regent Street 
Polytechnic for an Economics degree and for a few years after graduating 

worked as an internal auditor for Smiths Industries. He then retrained as a Maths 
teacher and taught at Christ’s College, Finchley after getting his PGCE. He remained 
a keen swimmer and rugby player, maintaining the latter activity in Hampstead till 
he was almost 40. Chris married in 1974 and leaves a wife and two children.
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»

MARLOWE 450: A Times third 
leader on 23 June 2014 thundered 
with respect to the 1585 portrait at 
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge 
which Calvin Hoffman – “an 
advocate of the absurd theory that 
Marlowe faked his death and then 
wrote the plays of Shakespeare 
under an alias” – and others have 
claimed to be of Christopher 
Marlowe. Arguments revolving 
around the Old Style calendar and 
the meaning of the inscription 
‘aetatis suae 21’, among other things, 
have led scholarly opinion to the 
conclusion that the man portrayed 
is not Marlowe. Notwithstanding, 
the image continues to represent 
the playwright in the Shirley Hall, 
Marlowe House and elsewhere.

*
It was not the King’s School but a 
combination of the local Marlowe 
Society, the University of Kent’s 
School of Arts and an “on-the-road” 
training school for aspiring actors, 
Fourth Monkey (7m, 17f), who 
essayed the task of commemorating 
450 years since Marlowe’s birth in 
Canterbury. From 12-18 March they 
performed Faustus and The Jew 
of Malta in the Marlowe Theatre’s 
Studio, and The Massacre at 
Paris in the Eastern Crypt of the 
Cathedral from 18-19 March 2014.

*
For aspiring actors and producers, 
an incomplete and unreliable text is 
an opportunity not to be wasted, and 
full rein was given to declamatory 
text and violent action in the 
production, loosely related to the 
St Bartholomew’s Day Massacre of 
Huguenots by Catholics in Paris in 
1572 and its aftermath. In a respectful 
programme note, the creative team 
described its having been “great fun 
and highly engaging to have worked 
with a vivid young ensemble of 
training actors; we feel honoured to 
perform in this sacred space, bringing 
the piece and Marlowe back to its 
original home.” OKS involvement 
was limited to BARNABY RACE 
(MT 1999-04) singing and ANDY 
KESSON (GL 1994-99) advising.

*
Nothing to do with the above 
production, but two OKS have turned 

up in unusual guises in recent 
films. An undead CHRISTOPHER 
MARLOWE, played by John Hurt, 
appears in Jim Jarmusch’s eccentric 
vampire film Only Lovers Left Alive 
and a virtual ALAN WATTS (GR 
1928-32), voiced by Brian Cox, appears 
in Spike Jonze’s Her. The latter film 
received an Oscar for Best Original 
Screenplay. Watts (who read a paper 
to the Buddhist Society of London 
whilst still a schoolboy) is played as 
“an artificial hyper-intelligent version 
of himself”, according to Jonze.

*
A new edition of Imaginary Portraits 
by WALTER PATER (KS 1853-58), 
edited by Lene Østermark-Johansen, 
has just been published by the Modern 
Humanities Research Association. 
It includes Emerald Uthwart, with 
(thanks to Peter Henderson) detailed 
annotations explaining many of 
the King’s School references.

*
SOMERSET MAUGHAM’S (KS 1885-
89) grandchildren, Nic Paravicini and 
Camilla Chandon, and Syrie, Camilla’s 
daughter, visited 
the school on 
Friday 9 May. 
This was the 
first time they 
had been here 
since December 
1965, when 
Maugham was 
buried. They saw 
the Maugham 
Library, the 
manuscripts of 
Liza of Lambeth 
and Catalina, and other memorabilia. 
That evening as part of the Whitstable 
Literary Festival they answered 
questions (alongside Selina Hastings) 
after a showing of the documentary 
film Revealing Mr Maugham.

*
The wartime letters of TED 
BERRYMAN (KS 1898-1902) will 
appear on-line (accessible via the 
School website) on the centenary of 
their original date. Edward Rolleston 
Palmer Berryman (1883-1964) 
went to Sandhurst and became an 
officer in the Royal Garhwal Rifles. 
During the First World War he wrote 
some 400 letters home. He was in 

India at the start of the war, and 
then served on the Western Front 
(1914-15), as well as in Egypt and 
Mesopotamia. The original letters are 
now in the Imperial War Museum.

*
The memoirs of WILLIAM LEWARNE 
HARRIS (WL 1943-47), Cornish 
composer and Bard, edited by his 
son Steven, have just been published. 
Knocking on a Bolted Door has a 
chapter on his schooldays, with 
references to his friends MICHAEL 
JORDAN (WL 1942-46) and JAMES 
JELL (WL 1946-49) and to violin 
teacher Dorothy Clayton. The book is 
available from Lewarne Publishing. 
We are also most grateful to Steven 
for sending us some of his father’s 
scores, including A Celtic Triptych.

FROm the ARCHIVES

Mrs Nicolette Edwards, daughter of 
GEOFFREY MAIDEN (KS 1921-24), 
has sent us copies of letters written 
by her father and her uncles SYDNEY 
(KS 1906-12) and CYRIL (KS 1908-14). 
Geoffrey had considerable success 
with his novels, written under the 
pen-name James Curtis. There Ain’t 
No Justice has just been reissued by 
London Books. Sydney, who later 
became an artist, includes a drawing 
of ‘The inter Tutor Set Footer [i.e. 
rugger] matches’ in a 1911 letter.

*
Mrs Patricia Lees-Milne has kindly 
sent us some house photographs and 
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pictures that belonged to her father 
HENRY JOSEPH MACKINNON 
DERRICK (HL 1930-35). Local 
bookseller John Hunt has passed 
on to us several OKS-related items, 
including a copy of Anthony 
Curtis’s A Pattern of Maugham, with 
accompanying correspondence 
between Curtis and ROBERT 
GOODSALL (KSC 1905-09).

*
Caroline Welch has donated some 
photographs and other items of school 
memorabilia from her father, the 
late ROBIN BURGESS (MO 1947-52). 
Of especial interest is a collection of 
about a hundred letters from Robin to 
his parents, which provide an insight 
into school and house life. There are 
also a couple of characteristic notes 
from FJS (‘Have asked masters to 
let me know instant you slack!’)

*
CHARLES STROUTS (GR 1949-
55) has passed on to the Archives 
a splendid selection of ‘Frediana’, 
including letters from FJS about the 
state of The Grange or of the School. 
Also a collection of school caps, some 
of which had belonged to his father 
ROBERT STROUTS (KS 1910-18).

*
We are most grateful to Gareth Neame, 
son of CHRISTOPHER NEAME (LN 
1956-60), for giving us the film his 
father made of the Russia trip of 1960, 
the brainchild of F.A. ROCKLEY (MR 
1955-60). A group of 26 boys and two 
masters hired an East Kent bus and 
travelled via Berlin and Warsaw to 
Moscow and Leningrad. Although 
this was in the holidays, and with no 
school input, Canon Shirley insisted 
that a master should be present. 
Accordingly, IVAN BULLARD 
(Common Room 1959-60) followed the 
bus in his car as far as Poland, where 
the car broke down. Fortunately, a 
local farmer, ploughing nearby with 
his oxen, was able to supply a chain 
and the convoy resumed. The film is a 
remarkably assured piece of work with 
a splendid BBC voiced commentary 
by Rockley and set Christopher on his 
way to a career in the movie business.

*
ANTHONY and VICKY PHILLIPS 
(HM 1986-96) have sent some more 
material to the Archives. These 
include photographs (Princess Diana 
on Birley’s, an unusual insight into the 
Walpole House attic, and views from 
Bell Harry) and other miscellanea.

The Afterlife
of Whales
NICHOLAS REDMAN (GL 1957-62): 
after thirty years with Whitbread, 
twenty of them as Company Archivist, 
Nicholas has been directing his 
energies, single-handedly and 
unsponsored, to recording the 
practical and decorative uses of 
the large bones of the great whales 
around the world. The first three 
volumes have dealt with the British 
Isles; Germany, Austria, the Czech 
Republic and Switzerland; and The 
Netherlands and Belgium. His fourth 
volume, Whales’ Bones of the Nordic 
Countries, Central and Eastern 
Europe, covering seventeen countries 
from Greenland to Georgia, all of 
which he has visited, was published 
last year. A reviewer in The Polar 
Record of this last book described 
him as ‘the Pevsner of whales’ bones’. 
Research for the fifth volume, Whales’ 
Bones of France, Southern Europe, 
Middle East and North Africa, to 
which end he has made recent 
trips to the Azores, Bahrain, Egypt 
and Oman, is nearly complete, and 
should appear this year. For more 
information about this remarkable 
project see www.whalebones.co.uk.

OKS at St 
James’s Palace

From the Master i/c Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme AERWYN 
WATSON (Common Room 1998- ): “In 
February a group of OKS attended St 
James’s Palace, London, to receive 
their Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award certificates from Prince 
Edward. King’s School was once 
again the highest representative 
group in Kent and it was rewarding 

to witness the recognition afforded 
to our young people for their 
endeavour and achievement.”
 Those who gained Gold 
awards for this year were:
MYLYNN BOWKER (WL 2008-2013), 
FREDERICK CATTERALL (TR 2008-
2013), EMILY CHAMPION (MR 2008-
2013), FENELLA CHESTERFIELD 
(MT 2008-2013), ELEANOR 
CHRISTIANAKIS (WL 2008-2013), 
PATRICK CLEWS (SH 2008-2013), 
HAMISH COURTAULD (MO 2008-
2013), ONATERI DAFINONE (JR 2008-
2013), ANNABELLE DE GAUDEMAR 
(JR 2008-2013), ROSIE FFOULKES (LX 
2010-2012), GEORGE GARDINER (MR 
2008-2013), FIONNUALA HALFACRE 
(MR 2008-2013), DOMINIC HAMLYN 
(MT 2008-2013), SEBASTIAN JAMES 
(MR 2008-2013), WILLIAM KNOX 
(GL 2008-2013), JONATHAN LOO (LN 
2011-2013), NATHANIEL LOO (LN 
2011-2013), ANNABEL MOCKRIDGE 
(BR 2007-2012), HARRIET PRESTON 
(HH/MR 2008-2013), FERDINAND 
ROUS (MO 2008-2013), HARRY 
SAVILL (GL 2008-2013), AIMEE 
SERISIER (MR 2008-2013), GEORGE 
SPAIN-WARNER (SH 2008-2013), 
ELEANOR THRUPP (BR 2007-2012).

Activities of an 
OKS Honorary 
Secretary
JOHN HEMBRY (MO 1949-54, 
OKS Hon Sec 1980-84) wrote to the 
Editor in July with respect to the 
first successful OKS Ball in the Green 
Court in 1983: “My wife Linda and 
John Atkins worked out the seating 
plan for 1,134. I think the only thing 
that went wrong on the night was 
that the Cathedral floodlights were 
switched off at midnight, in spite of 
my having arranged with the Clerk of 
the Works, with the Dean’s agreement, 
for them to be kept on until 2 a.m. As 
was usual in those far-off days, the 
weather was perfect. It never rained 
between May and September.”
 John went on: “I still rate my best 
achievements as OKS Hon Sec were 
computerising the OKS records – 
actually, again, that was Linda – but my 
idea! And conceiving the OKS Careers 
Advisory set-up. MIKE BAILEY (WL 
1950-54), whom I had known at JKS 
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» (I went to MO because my parents 
had met and liked his father who 
was the housemaster before Sam 
Prior) was the third or fourth person 
I approached to run the expanded 
careers organisation, with John Parker, 
and even Mike took some persuading. 
A very lucky eventual choice.
 Whether my success at getting 
both Mike Herbert and Bob Horton 
as Governors was quite such a good 
idea, in retrospect, I’m not so certain. 
At the time I thought it would benefit 
the School to have a couple of high-
profile businessmen on board in 

addition to the clerics, Masters 
and Deans of Oxbridge colleges.
 However, I failed to establish a 
permanent OKS office in Canterbury. 
OKS President Sam Lucas thought it 
was too much like UDI. Incidentally, I 
had to ask his successor Mike Herbert 
to step into the breach at a moment’s 
notice as the Vice-President, whose 
name I’ve forgotten, alas, died suddenly 
a week or so before his succession. 
[This was J.G. Young, Commodore RNR, 
High Sheriff of Surrey 1977-78 — Ed.]
 Another coincidence. The father 
of my other great friend from JKS, 

DAVID POOLE (GR 1949-55), was the 
Chairman of the East India Club who 
masterminded the amalgamation 
with the Public Schools Club. Hence 
the OKS connection with the East 
India. David had been sent to King’s 
because the Revd. Stanley Poole was 
his uncle. And I had first met Linda at 
the Littlebourne vicarage on Speech 
Day 1954, where we’d gone to change 
out of Canterbury Dress. Stanley 
had been a housemaster in Cornwall 
before his appointment as Vicar of 
Littlebourne and Linda’s father was a 
church warden. All a long time ago.”
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