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In this issue
Th e story is well known of the Frenchman to whom the rules of 
cricket were painstakingly explained.  He listened very carefully, 
and then said solemnly, “Yes, now I do understand how; but I still 
do not understand why.”

Th e “how” of attending King’s School was explored by those who 
attended the OKS Entrepreneurs’ Networking Evening. Th e “why” is 
a more complicated question and the distinctive and distinguished 
background and lives of the Kock family provide one answer in 
our featured article.  Richard’s part in the eradication of rinderpest 
occurred far from East Kent, but was in its way akin to the noble 
skills that the Methuselah Master was displaying, 800 years ago in 
Canterbury Cathedral.  Both enriched and were stewards of what is 
good in human life; and it is the sense that we should be stewards of 
a good earth that informs the day-to-day work at Ampleforth of Fr 
Wulstan Peterburs, OSB; just as, in a diff erent mode, some enhance 
our enjoyment of quotidian life, like Lucy Lumsden’s skills; some 
show daily dedication and decency like Claudia Ludbrook’s family.

As in the previous issue, the Editor hopes OKS will look not only 
to the more glamorous imagery of School and OKS life but to the 
black-and-white text of For the Record, not least its obituaries.  
Vivian Barton gave a life’s good service as a local solicitor (and 
OKS and Kent golfer).  Alan Booth became admired by the young 
of King’s for his exemplary conduct as the School’s fi rst Beadle.  By 
such lives the “why” of joining the King’s community can also be 
defi ned. 

An education at King’s should never be just a luxurious shelter.

13 March 2014
Th e Canterbury Pilgrims 
Boat Club AGM & Supper
London Rowing Club, 
Putney, London 

1 May 2014
OKS London Dinner & 
AGM
Gray’s Inn, Great Hall, 
London

10 May 2014
OKS May Reunion
For all who were at King’s up 
to and including 1986 KSC 

5 June 2014
Summer London Drinks
Th e Riverside, 5 St. George’s 
Wharf, London SW8 2LE

13 June 2014
OKS Careers Day KSC

28 June 2014
OKS Summer Sports Day
Fencing, the Green Court

29 June 2014
OKS King’s Week Lunch
Green Court Marquee

5 July 2014
Henley Royal Regatta
Henley on Th ames

12 September 2014
OKS Canterbury Drinks
Th e Dolphin, St. Radigund’s 
Street, Canterbury

12 October 2014
School House 150th 
Anniversary Reunion
KSC

The South Window Goes West FEATURES p3
Th e Dean explains

Variations on a Wildlife Theme FEATURES p4
Eggie Kock and his brothers follow diverse career paths

Sky Larks FEATURES p6
Lucy Lumsden on television humour

The Benedictine Tradition FEATURES p8
Wulstan Peterburs is Procurator of Ampleforth

“Joy in small things” FEATURES p9
Claudia Ludbrook has a child with Down Syndrome 
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King’s Road and Kowloon ARTS p12
Jazz at the Pheasantry and the Crypt Choir in Hong Kong

Contemporary Music Calling ARTS p14
Seb Payne goes to Berklee 

A Lost Generation ARTS p15
Th e impact of the Great War on public schools

Arkwright Scholars, Rainbows, and Hats NEWS p16
Some highlights of the school year – so far

Networking Entrepreneurs and  CAREERS p18
Canterbury in June
Dinesh Dhamija off ers advice and Matthew Townshend off ers a 
new look Careers Day

A Diet of Gloucester Jelly ARCHIVES p19
Th e travails of Th omas Knocker

Millie Knight goes to Sochi SPORT p20
Our youngest Olympian

Th is edition of Off cuts has been produced at the King’s School Press by 
Lee Rigley.
 OKS publications are dealt with by Sue Wittich and all features and 
photographs for Off cuts or information for inclusion in For the Record 
should be sent to her: s.wittich@kings-bursary.co.uk Tel: 01227 595672.
 Both Off cuts and For the Record are edited by Stephen Woodley 
(common room 1969-98), who is assisted and advised by an Editorial 
Committee of Felicity Lyons (Chair) (sh 1975-77), Peter Henderson 
(common room 1969 - ), Nick Phillis (mr 1977-81, common room 
1987 - ), Kirsty Mason and Sue Wittich, with further support and advice 
from Paul Pollak (common room 1950-88).
 Unless otherwise credited, photographs are by Matt McArdle, Kirsty 
Mason or from the School Archives.

Dates for the diary
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The Ancestor Windows
The Dean of Canterbury explains how six stained glass windows from the Cathedral came 
to be exhibited in America. 

On a sunny aft ernoon in 
June 2009 an unexpected 
falling of a piece of Caen 
stone from the mullion of 
the Great South Window 

proved to be the beginning of a story 
which would take some of the 12th century 
glass from that window on a long journey 
to an Exhibition at the Getty Museum in 
Los Angeles in the autumn of 2013. On 
inspection, the Great Window needed to 
have its mullions re-carved and the glass, 
the earliest of which had been created 
only eight years aft er the martyrdom of 
Th omas Becket, was removed for its own 
protection. Originally, there had been 86 
life size panels of the Ancestors of Christ 
and 43 of these survive, 22 of which were 
removed from the South Window and six 
of these precious items were allowed to 
travel.  Th e glass itself retains full colour 
and detail and each Ancestor is distinctive. 
Th e best were created by a stained glass 
artist known as the Methuselah Master 
since his fi nest panel is of Methuselah 
himself.

Th e preparation for the Exhibition in 
the Getty Museum was a long one but 
eventually the six panels left  Canterbury 
for the fi rst time in their history and were 
set in a really excellent Exhibition in a 
series of rooms at the Museum. Th e Getty 

Museum is one of the most prestigious 
and well-resourced in the world and 
occupies an amazing site between Los 
Angeles and the Pacifi c Ocean and there 
was great excitement amongst the staff  
and scholars there that such an historic 
loan had been achieved. I went with the 
Head of our Stained Glass Department 
and two or three others to take part both 
in the opening of the Exhibition and also 
to give a full lecture on the importance of 
the glass to Canterbury and the mediaeval 
world. 

Th e interest in not only Los Angeles but 
the United States was intense and the 
Exhibition has lasted from the 20th of 
September until the 2nd of February. 
From there the Exhibition will be re-
assembled in New York at the Cloisters 
part of the Metropolitan Museum from 
the 24th of February to the 18th of 
May. It is a long pilgrimage for these six 
venerable Ancestors of Christ but we shall 
look forward to welcoming them back 
to Canterbury later this year and in due 
time replacing them, together with all the 
other Ancestors, in a reconstructed South 
Window.

Th e Very Revd Dr Robert Willis has been 
Dean of Canterbury – and Chairman of 
Governors – since 2001. 

Photos courtesy of the Dean and Chapter 
of Canterbury Cathedral
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Eggie Kock recounts a family odyssey.

It was back in the 1960s that the Kock 
brothers arrived in England from 
Rhodesia, as a result of their South 
African born parents protesting at the lack 
of progress towards majority rule. Clad in 
shorts and used to running around in bare 
feet, it was quite a step to take on the wing 
collars and pinstripes of King’s. Eventually 
all of the boys settled in to Linacre under 
the stewardship of Chris Millar and 
Egmont (Eggie) became Head of House 
and a Purple, whilst Michael and Richard 
followed less auspicious pursuits!

Aft er King’s, Michael and Richard pursued 
their passion for nature and animal life 
by becoming vets, eventually specialising 
in wildlife and conservation. Aft er 
fi nishing at the Royal Veterinary College 
in London in 1976, Mike continued 
his studies as a clinical resident, fi rst at 
Philadelphia in the USA and then at UC 
Davis in California, where he completed 
his Masters in Preventive Veterinary 
Medicine. Th e highlight of his time in 
the USA was capturing and translocating 
endangered big-horn sheep in the 
Sierra Nevada and desert mountains of 
California. He returned to Africa in 1987, 
fi rst to Zimbabwe to set up a veterinary 
unit at the Wildlife Department, and, 
famously, to translocate hundreds of rhino 
in order to save them from poaching , 
and then to Botswana and fi nally South 
Africa where he now lives. Mike has 
established a reputation as one of the 
world’s leading wildlife veterinarians, 
specialising in wildlife health, capture and 

translocation.Th ese skills have found him 
in demand all over Africa and elsewhere 
in the world. Th roughout this work he 
has been deeply conscious of the need to 
educate and empower the local people 
to take responsibility for conservation 
themselves, adopting a sustainable use 
agenda. Much of his focus has been on 
enabling this approach, which is central 
to his new role as a Senior Lecturer in 
wildlife at the Faculty of Veterinary 
Science at Onderstepoort, University of 
Pretoria, South Africa.

Like Mike, Richard is a dedicated 
wildlife vet, conservationist and now 
research academic. Aft er qualifying 
from Cambridge University (1980) 

with Veterinary and Applied Biology 
Degrees he spent two years in practice 
in the New Forest before joining the 
Zoological Society of London (ZSL) for 
the next eight years. Aft er a period as 
the vet and fi nally curator of Whipsnade 
Park he was seconded by ZSL to Kenya, 
where he settled for fi ft een years. His fi rst 
job was to establish a veterinary unit at 
the National Authority (Kenya Wildlife 
Service - KWS), working on free ranging 
wildlife health and management. From 
his initial small team of Kenyans this grew 
into a full Department of 72 people. In 
1998 he moved to join the African Union 
offi  ce responsible for animal resources 
(AU-IBAR), working on wildlife disease 
across Africa. Th ere his main focus 

Out of Africa and 
Back Again

Th ree brothers celebrating a birthday party
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was the  eradication of rinderpest, a 
devastating animal plague that caused 
considerable economic loss and hardship. 
Th e wildlife work proved key and by 
2001 he had led the way to the last foci 
of infection in Meru, Kenya and,with the 
fi nal vaccination, proved elimination. 
Th is was declared by the UN in 2010 to 
be only the second disease in history to be 
eradicated, aft er smallpox. He received a 
medal from the Kenyan Government and 
the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) in recognition of his 
work. Aft er then completing his Doctorate 
at Cambridge, he continued in academic 
life as Professor of Wildlife Health and 
Emerging Diseases at Michael’s alma 
mater, the Royal Veterinary College in 
London. Richard has three children – 

Beaudry, Kara and Loren – all of whom 
were King’s pupils. 

Compared to Mike and Richard, Eggie 
pursued a very diff erent career. Aft er 
graduating from Manchester University 
he tossed a coin on career options and 
qualifi ed as a Chartered Accountant (tails 
would have led to the law). Very soon aft er 
this he joined the management consulting 
arm of Touche Ross (now Deloitte) where 
he became a partner in 1987, eventually 
leading Deloitte’s consulting services 
across Europe, the Middle East and Africa. 
He served on Deloitte’s Executive and 
European Board. 
Like his brothers 
he travelled 
e x t e n s i v e l y , 
d e l i v e r i n g 
consulting services 
in over 30 countries 
across all regions 
of the world. He 
now pursues many 
other interests 
which include 
business start-ups, 
a thriving vineyard 
and (in common 
with his brothers) conservation initiatives 
such as the restoration of natural wetlands 
on his farm in East Sussex. Eggie is 
also deeply involved in education as a 
Director of United Learning ,which owns 
and manages some 33 schools, and as 
Chairman of an education based fi lm 
production company. 

Needless to say, all three brothers see 
King’s as having provided a wonderful 
foundation to their diverse and interesting 
careers!

Th e Kock family at King’s consists of 
Eggie (LN 1968-70), Michael (LN 1968-
71), Richard (LN 1969-73) and Richard’s 
children Beaudry (LN 1996-2001), Kara 
(LX 1999-2004) and Loren (TR 2005-10).

Mike with his beloved Land Rover in the middle of nowhere

Radio collaring an elephant in South Sudan

Richard talking to Murle tribesmen 
in Jonglei South Sudan over a 
recently shot African Buff alo 
during disease research work (shot 
by an 8 year old who was tending 
cattle in a swamp!)
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Lucy Lumsden high kicks her way from the chorus line in 
the Shirley Hall to the world of television comedy. 

T was during my time at King’s that I 
discovered a fl air for comedy when a 
series of mishaps reduced the ambitious 
1985 production of Guys & Dolls into a 
farce. I was defi nitely one of the most 
unfortunate Hot Box Dolls to grace a 
stage. My poor English teacher, the brilliant 
and much loved Andrew Dobbin, had 
never seen anything like it, from a fl ying 
stiletto during a 
high kick landing in 
the orchestra pit to 
a missing contact 
lens causing an 
inappropriate wink, 
not to mention 
an embarrassing 
encounter with a 
problematic feather boa. I’ll never forget 
the sight of the trumpet player sliding my 
shoe back on to the stage, only for me 
to have to crawl to the front to retrieve 
the thing. Hideous for me, hilarious for the 
audience, it really was a comedy of errors.

Twenty-odd years later and I’m running 
comedy for Sky, hiding safely behind a 
desk and trying not to lose a shoe. It’s 
my responsibility to set the company’s 
strategy for 80 hours a year of TV comedy 
output and decide what might work for 
the four entertainment channels. My days 

are never the same, but normally involve 
meetings with very funny people as well 
as reading lots of scripts  and I mean lots. I 
also go to a fair few comedy shows to try 
to spot who might be the next big thing.

When I was asked to join Sky after 11 
years at the BBC it was a new and exciting 
challenge. Sky hadn’t entered the world 

of original British comedy before and it 
wanted to branch out into making home-
grown series to sit alongside its big-hitters 
from the States. The joy of doing this job 
is being able to commission different 
fl avours of comedy for four very different 
channels, from warm family shows like 
Yonderland and Moone Boy on Sky 1 to 
more female-facing ones for Sky Living, 
such as the bittersweet Doll & Em. On Sky 
Atlantic, we’ve had huge success working 
with the brilliant Steve Coogan reprising 
Alan Partridge and Julia Davis with her 
outrageous black comedy, Daphne Du 

Comedy at 
Sky

I
daring to try and make 
people laugh
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Maurier-inspired Hunderby, while on Sky 
Arts we’ve been swanning about with the 
likes of Mad Men’s Jon Hamm and Harry 
Potter himself (Daniel Radcliffe) on more 
experimental passion projects like A Young 
Doctor’s Notebook.

I love comedy and I love the skill that goes 
into daring to try and make people laugh. 
I fi nd it fascinating, it’s like a puzzle that can 
never be fully solved, which is why I’ll never 
tire of it. Just as you think you’ve cracked 
it, something shifts. One minute The Offi ce 
rules, the next Mrs Brown’s Boys has stolen 
the crown. The genre can and should be 
rebellious and liberating, appealing to the 
rule-breaker in me: I was never very good 
with the rules at King’s. The comedy world 
is largely male-dominated, but coming 
from a school where girls were in the 
minority defi nitely helped set me on the 
right track. At school it was sink or swim, 
we girls had to learn how to get our voice 
heard to rise above the ridicule, a skill that 
has since come in very handy, believe me.

My advice for anybody who wants to get 
involved in TV is to be prepared for a 
reality check. I graduated from Edinburgh 
University pleased as punch with my MA 
but really I just needed to make the best 
cup of tea anyone had ever tasted. In the 

early days of your career you have to be 
the hardest-working person in the offi ce, 
the fi rst to arrive and the last to leave. 
Keen as mustard, no airs and graces.

It’s really important to make the most 
of any opportunities you may get. I 
volunteered at the National Film School 
waiting for my break, which came in the 
form of a phone call from Nira Park, the 
producer at The Comic Strip. I became her 
runner and production assistant, putting in 
the hours and dedication to make myself 
indispensable. It was easy; after all it was 
my dream job. Nira’s gone on to become 
one of the most infl uential comedy feature 
fi lm producers in the country and I found 
her incredibly inspiring, she taught me 
everything. Seek out those partnerships, 
spot the people who inspire you and stick 
with them like glue. 

Lucy Lumsden (née Hoare LN 1984-86) 
is Head of Comedy at Sky. She previously 
spent 11 years at the BBC and was its fi rst 
Controller of Comedy Commissioning until 
2009, working on award-winning hits such 
as Outnumbered, Gavin & Stacey and The 
Catherine Tate Show.

Photo BSkyB
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Since being appointed to the role in 
2010, I have been the Procurator 
(or Bursar) at Ampleforth Abbey 
and College, the contemporary 

equivalent of that described by St 
Benedict in chapter 31 of his Rule, ‘Th e 
Qualifi cations of the Monastery Cellarer’, 
who, as the Constitutions of the English 
Benedictine Congregation note, ‘shall 
administer the temporal goods of the 
monastery’.  At Ampleforth, this amounts 
to the Procurator leading a team that has 
responsibility across the Abbey’s various 
works for Finance, Development, Human 
Resources, the Estate, General Services, 
ICT, Health & Safety and various trading 
operations, including Ampleforth Abbey 
Beer and orchard produce.

Whilst the content of my day-to-day work 
diff ers from what St Benedict living in the 
sixth century would have imagined, the 
notion of stewardship enshrined in the 
Rule – St Benedict says that the cellarer 
‘will regard all utensils and goods of the 
monastery as sacred vessels of the altar, 
aware that nothing is to be neglected’ – is, 
indeed, a theme current in modern times, 
and chimes well with our concerns for the 

environment, as well as with the common 
sense approach of making sure that we 
look aft er what we have properly, whilst 
keeping a careful eye on expenditure.  
Moreover, the way in which St Benedict 
speaks of the ‘qualifi cations’ of the cellarer, 
rather than providing a job description 
or a list of tasks that must be completed, 
indicates his concern for the way in which 
things are to be done, and the character of 
the cellarer himself.

So, for example, the cellarer is to be ‘God-
fearing, and like a father to the whole 
community’.  Th us, his way of conducting 
himself and his business is integral to his 
spiritual life.  As St Benedict notes, ‘Let 

him keep watch over his own soul, ever 
mindful of the saying of the Apostle: he 
who serves well secures a good standing 
for himself ’, and ‘above all, let him be 
humble.  If goods are not available to meet 
a request, he will off er a kind word in 
reply, for it is written: a kind word is better 
than the best gift .’

Th is emphasis on the way in which 
business should be transacted and 
the character of those conducting it is 
important to us at Ampleforth, and again 
is a concern which is refl ected in various 
sectors of the business community, as 
well as in charities and not for profi t 
organisations, in the discussion of values 
and the elaboration of what are oft en 
termed engagement strategies.  Th is has 
led to an articulation of six Benedictine 
Core Values, drawn from the Rule of 
St Benedict and characteristic of the 
monastic tradition, whilst open to all 
people, namely Attentiveness, Hospitality, 
Respect, Integrity, Stewardship and 
Equilibrium, which following careful 
discussion with staff  have become part of 
our appraisal process.

Photo: Wulstan Peterburs

Engagement Strategies
at Ampleforth

Father Wulstan Peterburs 
OSB (JKS 1979-81, MR 1981-
85) explains his role as 
Procurator at Ampleforth.

God-fearing, and 
like a father to the 
whole community
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My husband and I had been 
friends since University and 
married in 2006. Aft er a very 
uneventful pregnancy in 

June 2008 our fi rst child Emily was born; 
I was 32. We found out shortly aft er her 
birth that Emily had Down Syndrome. We 
have since had two little boys, Jack who is 
four and Freddie who will be two in April.

In every family with a Down Syndrome 
child, receiving the diagnosis is a pivotal 
moment, a shock and something they 
will always remember vividly. A host of 
thoughts and wrongly preconceived ideas 
went through our heads and there were a 
lot of tears. Neither we nor our families 
knew anyone well with Down Syndrome 
although a close friend’s sister had had a 
little boy with Down Syndrome, Bertie, 
while I was pregnant. My husband and I 
had both met Bertie and that helped us 
through the early days.  

When I decided to write this article I asked 
my husband what he thought I should 
focus on. He said “How Emily has changed 
us for the better, how she has changed our 
world view quite profoundly, and how 
generally wonderful our little girl is”.

Th e wonderful part is easy. Emily is an 
enthusiastic, bright little girl, she has tons 
of energy, she is stubborn but has a laugh 
that makes a room light up and melts 
(most) hearts. She has a joie de vivre that 
is hard to express.

Like all children with Down Syndrome, 
Emily has learning diffi  culties, and 
particularly struggles with her speech. 
When she was born I read a lot on the 

internet, whilst doing a fair bit of crying 
and worrying. Down Syndrome aff ects 
each child diff erently.  All such children 
have an extra chromosome, but how that 
chromosome is expressed varies.  Th e 
extra DNA contains our genes, so Emily is 
more like us than she will be like another 
child with Down Syndrome. Emily has my 

family’s straight blonde hair, my husband’s 
full mouth, and thankfully very few health 
problems. She is in Year 1 at a local village 
primary school, where she has a teaching 
assistant for some of the school day and a 
best friend called Scarlett. 

As parents we have had some fantastic 
support from charities. We attended an 
early development course funded by the 
National Lottery, and learnt to expect 
from Emily everything that we expect 
from our boys, pushing her to achieve 
and to integrate therapy, both speech and 
physical, into our everyday lives. 

Emily has changed our world view: I see 
joy in small things that would have passed 
in the blink of an eye with a typical child. 
Emily turned fi ve in June and has only just 
learnt, aft er years of giggling attempts, to 

jump. She infects our house with laughter 
and has helped make her two brothers 
happy and inclusive young boys.

Th ere are, however, frustrations. We 
deal with an ailing NHS, ineffi  cient 
support services, and a system that does 
frequently make me want to bang my 
head against the nearest wall. Th e future 
holds uncertainty as it does with our other 
children, but they do not have to deal with 
discrimination. My hope is that we can 
equip Emily to have her own voice and 
the strength of her convictions and that 
the world may become an easier place for 
disabled people.

Photo: Claudia Ludbrook

Parenting Emily
Claudia Ludbrook (LX 1992-94) describes how having a child with Down Syndrome 
has changed her world view.

a laugh that makes 
a room light up
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It seemed inevitable (and of course I’m 
delighted!) that I should have been invited 
to compose this short report on the 
Linacre House Reunion for Off cuts.  Not 
only was I the only eligible female present 
on the day, but I am also the proud mother 
of the current Head of House.  So what a 
very special day it was for me.

On Sunday 22nd September some 85 
guests swarmed into the Linacre front 
hall at the start of the celebrations of  
the House’s Diamond Jubilee.  A very 
special day indeed, exactly 495 years 
aft er the founding of the Royal College 
of Physicians in 1518 by Th omas Linacre, 
aft er whom the House is named.  Guests 
present ranged from members there at 
the early establishment of the House to 
some more recent leavers returning for 
the fi rst time, and included three former 
Housemasters – Chris Millar, David Reid 
and Paul Teeton.  All shared stories and 
memories of great individual importance 
which were certainly fascinating to the 
current members of the sixth form in 
attendance.  Th roughout this welcome 
reception our gentlemanly hosts off ered 
customised  tours of the House which 
were much enjoyed by all. 

On such a perfect day the party soon 
spilled out into the front garden where 
photographs were taken and more 
friendships renewed.  Th en followed 
a gentle stroll across the Green Court 
(never allowed in my day!) to the school 
Dining Hall where we took  our places for 
lunch, in well organised groups according 
to vintage.  Th e Headmaster welcomed 
us warmly on such an auspicious day, 
drawing on the history of our links with 
Th omas Linacre to set the scene. Aft er 
a most delicious lunch, accompanied 
by the special warmth and friendship 
such a reunion generates, more speeches 
followed, including impromptu tales of 
the Great Fire of Linacre, and the day 
Matron came to breakfast sans skirt!

James Outram, present Housemaster, 
formally welcomed us all as we moved 
on to coff ee, extending thanks to all 
concerned for such an excellent day.  He 
welcomed in particular Glenda Lepard 
who has been the dedicated and loyal 
Housekeeper in Linacre since 1979, 
before then introducing Teddy Baker, 
Captain of School (and member of 
Linacre House) and Ed Bryant, Linacre 
Head of House.  Teddy commented on 
the unique and historic place that is King’s 

Canterbury, while Ed fi nished with an 
endearing defi nition of the very real and 
enduring ‘Linacre spirit’: “it embodies the 
oft en lifelong friendships that are made 
in our community – friendships formed 
in perhaps the less glamorous aspects 
of King’s life, such as backyard football, 
banter in the TV room, or talking with 
Matron when that Maths prep is due 
tomorrow.  It’s friendships like these that 
provide support for all of us when the 
going gets tough – be it a big game for the 
1st XV, public exams, or even missing out 
on that girl you fancy.   As we confront 
the daunting prospect of moving on from 
King’s, both the friendships and values that 
Linacre has given us will help us at least 
until, in 40 years’ time, those friendships 
are again strengthened at Linacre’s 100th 
anniversary!”
A very special day indeed.

Tracy Bryant (née Smith, LN 1976-78) 
was the nearest Girls’ Games at King’s 
in the 1970s came to a megastar. She 
represented Kent at junior level at hockey 
and tennis. Joining the WRNS as a rating, 
she worked her way up to Lieutenant 
Commander. She now represents 
Girls’ Games on the OKS Committee.

LINACRE REUNION
Tracy Bryant is an ‘old girl’ and a proud mother at the Linacre reunion. 
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Since its launch in October 2007, the 
University Representative Network has 
gone from strength to strength. Events are 
in the pipeline at numerous universities 
all over the country. Th e ongoing success 
of the network is testament to the strength 
of friendships formed at King’s. 

My name is Louisa Dearlove and I am 
the OKS University Representative 
Coordinator. I was in Harvey at King’s 
under Mrs Cocksworth and was Head 
of House 2011-2012. I am currently at 
Edinburgh University studying English 
Literature and whilst at Edinburgh I have 
become involved in sport, the English 
Literature Society, and the Politics Society; 
as well as becoming a committee member 

for the Edinburgh Charity Fashion Show.
I was lucky enough to go to Edinburgh 
with lots of OKS and it’s so nice having 
lots of friendly faces around, especially 
at the beginning! We all keep in contact 
regularly and I love getting together for the 
OKS drinks. I know that I will continue 
to be friends with my King’s friends for a 
very long time.

As the OKS University Coordinator I 
oversee and coordinate events with the 
other OKS University Representatives 
for OKS who are studying at university. 
If you are interested in becoming an OKS 
Representative or have any questions, 
please get in touch with me via unirep@
oksmail.org. 

University Rep Network

OKS 10 YEAR REUNION

On Friday, 15th November, OKS who left  
King’s in 2003 assembled in a London 
bar, Eclipse, Kensington, to hold a 10 
year reunion. Th e evening began with 
bubbles generously provided by the OKS 
Association. 
Many of our year made such an eff ort to 
come along from near and far, some even 
from overseas and it was incredible to see 
so many familiar faces, especially as we 
had all spent some of the most important 
years of our lives together. Despite the ten 
years that had passed, it felt as if nothing 
had changed and immediately we were 
laughing about all our happy memories. 

It seemed like only yesterday that we were 
all partying at our Leavers Ball together 
and so much seems to have been achieved 
since, what an impressive room-full of 
people!
An enormous variety of careers were 
represented, from digital brains to 
musical maestros, doctors, vets, lawyers 
and bankers, entrepreneurs and actors, 
you could see what a wide range of 
opportunities King’s gave us all to fulfi l 
our ambitions and everyone’s personalities 
shone on the night. Many of us spoke of 
our favourite teachers, reminiscing about 
our time at King’s, and it was remarkable 

how they had inspired us all those years 
ago… it’s true that you never forget a good 
teacher. 
Th e evening was such a success that we 
all agreed that we couldn’t possibly wait 
for our 20 year reunion to see each other 
again, so are planning to host another in 
2014. If the evening could be summed up 
with one sentence it would be this...You 
can take the individual out of King’s but 
you can’t take King’s out of the individual. 
Here’s to that!

Charly Harrison reports on the ‘class of 2003’
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John Smith

Julia Maynard (WL 1978-80) 
relishs a sparkling array of 
OKS talent

On a cold winter’s evening (27th 
November 2013), OKS and friends 
gathered in the basement of the 
Pheasantry, King’s Road, London for a 
night of Jazz.  It was a very full house.  Old 
friends crammed up close by tightly set 
tables, sent up a buzz of old acquaintances 
renewed, and along with laughter and 
tapping of feet we 
quickly warmed 
up.  Three Jazz 
sets representing 
three eras of OKS 
musical talent 
silenced us all.  We 
were entertained, 
delighted and 
impressed till late 
into the night. 

First off were 
contemporary pupils Milly Baker 
(6b, vocals), Jake Werth (6b, bass guitar) 
and Robbie Ellison (6b, drums) supported 
by Will Fairburn (GL 2008-13, keys), Toby 
Sinclair (CY 2008-2013, sax) and Shaun 
Wood (GR 2008-13, vocals).  A guest 
appearance by the talented Alfi e Hole 
on keys gave a great rendition of Autumn 
Leaves… how exciting to see the latest 
generation of Jazz talent emerging from 
the School.

Next up, we were dazzled by the 
extraordinary playing of Ed Watts (SH 
2002-07, keys) and jazz fl ute of Ed Rex 
(2001-06).  After an animated rendition 

of The Girl from Ipanemah by Hamish 
Colville (GL 2002-2007), we were 
entranced by the beautiful voice of Robin 
Bailey (SH 1999-2004).  Robin sang My 
Sweet Valentine with great poise, warmth, 
musicianship and at such a heart-rending 
pace, the attentive audience took a beat 
before erupting with rapturous applause.  

This man surely has a 
golden career 
in front of him.  
Lucy Cronin 
(BR 2002-05, 
vocals), Ollie 
Ford (SH 2002-
07, drums), and 
guest Beni Giles 
(bass) joined 
him.

In the third set, 
John Smith (WL 

1976-81, keys) our ‘star’ guest of the 
evening , who has been enjoying a busy 
career in jazz in the West End since the 
1980s, played a beautiful piece by French 
composer Michel Le Grand.  John’s own 
cool, understated and impressive style 
was stamped on the whole of the third 
set.  Jeremy Haswell (GL 1973-78) sang 
with great passion that has clearly been 
inherited by his most talented daughter 
Belle, who sang Feeling Good.  James 
Lawrence (GR 1973-78) played his 
trombone with great energy and style 
and showed us his vocal range too.  James 
was key in getting the evening together 

JAZZ at The 
Pheasantry

James Lawrence, Tristan Hambleton and Toby Sinclair

Lucy Cronin
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Robin Bailey

Jerry Haswell

Nestled in amongst the 
bustling throng of Hong 
Kong’s Kowloon district, on 
a forested hillock surrounded 

by black wrought iron railings, sits the 
Diocesan Boys School of Hong Kong. 
Th is was to be the setting of the fi nal stop 
of the King’s School Crypt Choir tour of 
Asia, which by all accounts had been a 
magnifi cent opportunity for both students 
and audiences across the region to enjoy 
a unique part of British boarding school 
life, in a setting far removed from that of 
Canterbury Cathedral. Th at being said, 
this was the occasion, not so far removed 
from the throngs of OKS and attending 
students who fi lled the auditorium, to 
hear a performance that may have had 

and we look forward to many more 
such evenings.  Beni Giles kept up the 
rhythm again with his double bass.
The evening was a tribute to the 
musical talent and friendships born 
out of time at King’s and a fi ne 
example of the strength of its musical 
heritage.  A Jazz evening adds a twist of 

improvisation and last minute pairings 
which all the performers, young and 
older, embraced. 

Dr Mallion, who ran the Jazz Club 
from 1980-2005, was in the audience 
watching at least two generations 
of players he had inspired.  In some 

cases he presented former pupils with 
footage of their earlier glory at King’s 
Week Jazz Concerts.  This was an 
evening when OKS showed themselves 
at their best.  With such talent, it would 
be a real treat if this jazz evening 
entered the 

canon of annual OKS events.  Well 
done everyone, and special thanks go 
to the ladies in the OKS offi ce without 
whom these memorable occasions 
simply would never take place.  Sue, 
Kirsty, Clare and Sue, we owe you!

Hamish Backhouse (MO 
1996-2001) is spirited back to 
the Cathedral by the Crypt 
Choir.

cool, understated 
and impressive

Crypt Choir, Hong Kong

some of the more venerable members 
swirling in a fog of nostalgia.

Nick Todd, the Acting Director of Music, 
entered and strode across the stage, 
followed by the unmistakable line of blue-
robed Crypt Choristers. He addressed the 
crowd, welcoming them to the event and 
giving no small hints that we would be in 
for a musical surprise, causing many an 
OKS to grin down the pews at memories 
long remembered. For the rest of the 
evening, the Crypt Choir took us on an 
enchanting evening of traditional choral 
anthems, punctuated by contemporary 
songs performed a capella by subsets of the 
ensemble. Th e quality of the singing, and 
the pride each of the students evidently 
took in their performance, made it an 
evening for all the guests to remember. 
6000 miles from Canterbury and in a 
tropical climate, we were all for an hour 
seated in the Cathedral and passing out 
through the cloisters.

Th e following day allowed for some well 
deserved recreation, and with a cloudless 
winter sky, the students journeyed on one 
of the local junks to the outlying island of 
Lamma to feast on traditional Cantonese 
seafood. It was not long before the city’s 
high-rise skyline had disappeared behind 
us, and we found ourselves spinning Lazy 
Suzanne’s overfl owing with nameless 
delicacies, and sank back to enjoy a 
Sunday in Hong Kong. 
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When I arrived in Boston almost three 
years ago I had no idea what to expect. 
Aft er some research into music colleges 
in England, I was left  with an unsatisfi ed 
feeling. Th ere seemed to be little emphasis 
on forward thinking and contemporary 
music, and the training was very much 
what I had already experienced. As a 
trained chorister from St Paul’s Cathedral, 
combined with the high standards of 
music at King’s, I was keen to go and fi nd 
something new, and that’s why it made 
sense for me to head to America.

I had actually been referred to Berklee 
College of Music through an exceptionally 
inspiring and talented mentor named 
Bobby Taylor. He really taught me what 
it was to be a musician, to feel music, to 
confi de in it, and to believe in something 
and then make something of myself. 
Since he is an ex-Motown singer, and 
contemporary of Marvin Gaye, Stevie 
Wonder, Smoky Robinson and he was a 
mentor of Michael Jackson for a number 
of years, I couldn’t have been placed 
under more capable instruction. Bobby is 
a living legend from a bygone era.

Aft er submitting my application, gaining 
a scholarship and sorting out some 
accommodation, I arrived in Boston not 
knowing quite what to expect. As soon 
as I reached the dorms, I experienced an 
atmosphere in the rooms and hallways 
that was reminiscent of something like 
High School Musical or Glee. People 
were singing, playing and making music 
everywhere you looked. I knew I had 
found the right place.

Th e standard of musicianship at the 
school was dazzling, with people like 
myself in their ideals and designs on 
being an artist. But what was more 
rewarding still was the diversity of music 
being played. Th ere were Punk-rockers 
from Japan, Jazz cats from New Jersey, 
singer songwriters from Australia and 
compositional geniuses from Paris just 
to name a few. Everyone was doing their 
own thing and was on some kind of path, 
collaborating and working closely with 
everyone else.

In the time spent at Berklee, I have come 
to believe that it is actually this high-
energy, multicultural and optimistic 
atmosphere that sets the school apart. 
Rubbing shoulders with all these other 

young artists pushes one to better oneself. 
At the same time, it creates a valuable 
network of close friends who are all 
heading  towards some sort of career 
in music, whether it be composition, 
production, sound engineering, DJ-ing, 
or just being a funky bass player. I know 
all these people will have a place in my 
future and I will count myself lucky to be 
able to call upon them.

Time has fl own by and I have been 
endowed with a plethora of unforgettable 
experiences. As well as participating in 
countless ensembles, recording and co-
writing sessions, jams, gigs and shows of 
every genre, perhaps the most formative 
experience has been that of just living 
abroad. 

Th e big question is “What now?” 
Opportunities in the music industry so far 
have opened up for me on some occasions 
and passed me by on others. Th ere is 
a general understanding that life as a 
musician is a hard road to take; the intense 
competition and the shrinking industry as 
a whole suggests a grim outlook. 

However, I have been surprised by quite 
how many jobs there are for a competent 
musician. Opportunities seem to be 
arising for me from all areas of the globe 
and whether I am heading towards some 
great renown or something tamer, I 
quite honestly don’t mind. Falling in love 
with the arts is something that becomes 
increasingly hard to turn away from, the 
deeper you get. 

Studying Music at Berklee
Seb Payne (LN 2005-10) heads to Boston and one of the world’s greatest contemporary 
music colleges as a stepping stone to a musical career. 

Photo: Seb Payne
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Oliver Trowell was a most distinguished Art Master at 
King’s from 1981-89. He has lived in East Brabourne, near 
Ashford, for many years, and has always taken a close and 
sympathetic interest in the agricultural world around him. 
He has produced two profusely illustrated books: Before 
the Combines Came and Rural Metamorphosis.

Richard Beaugié, the publisher of these exceptionally 
crafted works, was in Galpin’s (1956-59). For more details, 
contact Richard at Manor Farm, Shadoxhurst, Ashford, 
Kent TN26 1NW or via the Manor Farm Publishing 
website.

Public Schools and the Great War: 
The Generation Lost
by Anthony Seldon and David Walsh

John Hamblin reports on 
a wide-ranging book – with 
many references to the King’s 
School – on the impact of the 
First World War. 

With the centenary of the 
outbreak of the Great War fast 
approaching it is no surprise 
to see a plethora of books being 
published to mark the occasion. 
Among the most recent is Public 
Schools and the Great War, written by two 
men who are both public schoolteachers 
and historians. 

Th is is a well researched and detailed 
assessment of the tremendous sacrifi ce of 
former public school pupils and masters 
on the battlefi eld, as well as the wider 
impact of the war on those schools, 
both at the time, and aft er the armistice. 
During their research, Seldon and Walsh 

contacted the archives of 
as many public schools 
as possible, collecting 
a large amount of 
statistical information 
along with hundreds 
of anecdotes which 
weave their way 
through the pages. 

As is widely known, 
the public schools contributed the 

vast majority of Great War offi  cers of 
all ranks and all services. What is oft en 
overlooked is that casualty rates, among 
junior offi  cers in particular, far exceeded 
those of other ranks with the consequence 
that, on average, about one in fi ve of those 
who enlisted from a typical public school 
was killed or died on active service. 

So what does this book tell us about the 
King’s School and its war? We know 

that the list of names on our memorial 
seems a long one but it appears that, 
from a statistical point of view at least, 
King’s was pretty typical. With a school 
population in the Summer Term 1914 
of just 148 it produced at least 850 
OKS who would serve in the armed 
forces and of these 158 or 18.6% died. 

Anyone who is still under the impression 
that all Great War offi  cers spent their 
time sitting in chateaux and drinking 
champagne while their men died in 
droves should read this book.   

John Hamblin is a King’s School parent who 
has developed the School’s Roll of Honour 
website. Th is has full details on all OKS 
killed in the two World Wars (with other 
confl icts to be added shortly), as well as on 
the three winners of the Victoria Cross.

Field Day 1911; three years 
before the real thing. 
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News From King’s
In with the New
Th ere are four new housemasters / 
mistresses this year: Zoe Allen (Bailey), 
Joanna Cook (Harvey), Lisa Cousins 
(Luxmoore) and Richard Ninham (Meister 
Omers). Th ey replace, respectively, Neil 
Warnick, Bernie Cocksworth, Liz Pidoux 
and Paul Newbury. Will Bersey is the new 
Director of Music from January 2014, 
replacing Howard Ionascu. Nick Todd 
was acting Director for the Autumn Term. 
Will was on the music staff  from 2003 to 
2009 before becoming Director of Music 
at St Edmund’s. 

Kitty Synge (JR 2003-08), who spent the 
year 2012-13 as a sports graduate (see 
Off cuts no. 37), has joined the Classics 
Department. Th ere are now fi ve OKS on 
the teaching staff : Kitty joins Nick Phillis, 
Alanna Fraser, Mike Cox and Rachael 
Heskins (née White). David Hopkins (SH 
1970-75), recently retired as Headmaster 
of Marlborough House, has the new 
post of Head of Prep School Liaison 
and Madeleine Cross, née Preston (LX 
1991-96) is spending one day a week at 
Blackfriars as Artist in Residence. 

Cyrano 
in the 
Malthouse
Th e school play in November was Cyrano 
de Bergerac in the Anthony Burgess 
version. It was performed in the as yet 
undeveloped Malthouse (next to Blore’s). 
Charlotte Cornell’s production made 
good use of the unusual space at the top of 
the building and the lack of heating in this 
skeleton of a building did not deter a sell-
out audience from enjoying a sparkling 
show. 

Saturday Smarties

Over forty children from primary schools 
in and around Canterbury came to one of 
two science master classes on Saturday 9th 

and Saturday 16th November. Th e topic 
was ‘rainbows, eyeballs and fi reworks’ 
and there were lots of experiments and 
problem-solving, as well as take-home 
activities. Th e pupils were selected by 
their schools for their aptitude in science. 
Parents and teachers were given a tour 
of the school. Th e same pupils are to be 
invited back each term for another master 
class.
Th e sessions are organised by the School’s 
science staff , with the help of a team of fi ft h 
and sixth formers. Th is initiative is linked 
to the School’s outreach programme, 
taking science to primary schools. 

The Future of 
Engineering
Six King’s pupils – Henry Evans, 
Michael Hofmann, Miles Holland, 
Th eodore Jessel, Nico Man and 
Alexander Preston – have received 
Arkwright Scholarships, awarded to 
inspire and nurture future leaders 
in engineering and related areas of 
design. Th ey join George Edwards, 
Arjun Savalani and Rosalind Taylor. 

George hit the headlines when 
he was invited to address the 
Manufacturer Directors’ Conference 
in December. His comments on 
the attitude of industrial leaders 
towards the skills gap made a 
particular impression: “No one 
becomes an engineer because you 
tell them that the nation needs 
engineers,” said George. “Th ey 
become an engineer because they 
know they will earn a lot of money, 
get to travel, get job security and 
because they love it.”

George was then contacted by a 
Member of Parliament, and quoted 
in a House of Commons debate on 
the Perkins Review on Engineering 
Skills.
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Updating the War Memorials

At midpoint in the season, prior 
to the winter break, Canterbury 
Ladies, led by player-coach and 
King’s member of staff  Jen Wilson, 
were at the top of the England 
Hockey League’s Premier Division. 
Th e squad also includes Genevieve 
Masters of Broughton and OKS 
Eliza Brett (JR 2008-13).

Shooting 
Stars 

It has been known for some time that 
several names were missing from the 
war memorial plaques in the Undercroft . 
Further research has uncovered another 
twenty recognised by the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission but not in our 
records. In all 29 names will be added 
this year ‒ 14 (12 OKS and two masters) 
from the First War and 15 (14 OKS and 
a groundsman) from the Second. It is 
hoped to have a re-dedication ceremony 
in the autumn. 

Th e names to be added are as follows (the 
date is the year they left  King’s): 

First World War: 1861 RSF WALKER, 1887 
PC JOHNSON, 1889 BS WILLS, 1894 
TWH JONES, 1902 FH LANGHORNE, 
1903 MWW MATHER, 1904 HI 

FERGUSON, DDDK MOIR, 1906 CR 
TISDALL, 1907 C BATTISCOMBE, 
1909 T CARLYLE, 1912 EHJ TEASDALE 
and two masters: HM BROWN and RE 
EVERITT.

Second World War: 1908 DP BENT, 1912 
FJB MAGGS, 1916 FGL CHESTER, 1918 
DJT JEANS, 1921 HHJ HOBDAY, 1924 
ACJ PERCY, 1925 EAC THIEDE, 1926 
PSC PRESTON, 1928 DR COLLYER, 
RB POWELL, IR HYDE, 1929 REM 
HUGHES-CHAMBERLAIN, 1930 
RL STEVENS, 1938 LNB CANN and 
groundsman NEG SIMS.

Details of their lives can be found on the 
King’s School Roll of Honour, accessible 
via the School website. 

Fashion Show
A highlight of the fi rst half of 
the Lent Term was the Charity 
Fashion Show on Saturday 1 
February.  Th is was in aid of 
the Strode Park Foundation, 
one of Kent’s leading providers 
of specialist care and leisure 
services for children and adults 
with disabilities. Th e event 
raised £14,000 for this very 
worthy local cause.

 Th e Shirley Hall was fl oodlit 
in red, white and blue 
to welcome the sell-out 
audience to a sparkling 
show.  All the items were 
designed, created and 

modelled by King’s pupils, with garments 
inspired by signifi cant eras of British 
fashion: hence the title ‘Quintessentially 
British’. 

Starting with the (fi rst) Elizabethan 
age, the show leapt to the 1920s (Great 
Gatsby and fringes), before visiting Royal 
Ascot (a selection of hats made by the 
Shells), the 1950s (the haute couture ‘New 
Look’), 1960s (Beatles and Twiggy), punk 
(‘weird and wonderful’), and a Festival of 
contemporary styles.  Th e show concluded 
with a Union Jack collection.

Th e evening was organised by Art teacher 
Gemma Burrows and a committee of 
pupils led by Maria Meiţă.

Elementary 
Around the 
World in 18 
Elements by 
David Scott 
( C o m m o n 
Room 2004) 
is published 
by the Royal 
Society of 
C h e m i s t r y 
at the end 
of March. A 
tour of the 
elements in 
the A level 
syllabus, this is much more than a 
textbook and presents key concepts 
of chemistry in the context of each 
element. 

NCOs of the OTC in the 1910s
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Anyone seeking a defi nition 
of what makes a typical 
OKS entrepreneur would 
have drawn few defensible 

conclusions from the York Suite of the 
Royal Garden Hotel on 8th October. 
Attendees of the OKS Entrepreneurs’ 
Networking Evening formed a diverse 
bunch: wise old owls applying erudite 
minds to new opportunities, enthusiastic 
trendsetters challenging the status quo 
with equal helpings of skinny jeans and 
innovative thought, and an exciting 
young inventor embarking on his own 
international enterprise from the confi nes 
of his housemaster’s study in Tradescant! 

In fact, the only trait common to all 
assembled was that their “business 
acumen” (whatever that means…) was 
fi rst fashioned somewhere between the 
Norman Steps and St Augustine’s Gate, 
or perhaps in negotiations with the 
Beadle over poorly assembled uniform. 
Beyond that, the group held precious few 
attributes universally, save the collective 
umbrella of the sometimes mysterious 
and oft en frustrating term “entrepreneur”. 

Perhaps the most irritating aspect of the 
term “entrepreneur” is its lack of precision 
– it can just as easily describe a 70 year-old 
oil baron as it can a 7-year-old home baker 
– but such breadth allows for seemingly 
disparate skills, advice and experience to 
be passed on eff ectively from one to the 
other without losing relevance. It was, 
therefore, with great interest that those 
gathered took their seats to hear from the 
event’s guest speaker, Dinesh Dhamija 

(GR 1968-69), founder of Ebookers. 
Th ere is so much in his story from which 
those with ambitions in business (and 
beyond) can draw inspiration. Dinesh, 
however, pointed to three qualities 
in particular: building relationships, 
managing risk and open-mindedness (in 

conjunction of course with the obligatory 
“hard graft ” that Sir Alan Sugar believes is 
enough to see you to your fi rst million). 
Th e narrative of his professional life was 
unsurprisingly, therefore, punctuated with 
instances of these qualities being put to 
good use: strong relationships developed 
with European airlines helped him grow 
his business from a single kiosk within 
Earl’s Court underground station (1980) 
to a three-store estate (1983) and then a 
multi-million pound global travel agent 
(he sold Ebookers in 2005 for £209m). His 
recollections of negotiations surrounding 
a new text-booking service brought to 
him by a friend in the early nineties 
showcased the need to minimize risk 
without ignoring opportunity, while his 
refusal to accept conservative investment 
attitudes at home towards something 
called the internet saw him take a new 
proposal to the US where he found 
fertile minds and open-minded wallets 
to fund the company’s transformation 
into the UK’s fi rst interactive online travel 

agency in 1999. His journey (the word 
“career” is seemingly banned amongst 
entrepreneurs) had its own nadirs, no 
doubt (a burst of the internet bubble in 
2000, 9/11 and the outbreak of Sars), but 
these were edited highlights and Friday 
evenings require good news stories… 

Our thanks to Kirsty Mason and the 
team for organising such a successful 
evening, to OKS President James Bartlett 
(an entrepreneur himself these days) 
for welcoming our guest speaker, and to 
Dinesh for sharing his own “journey” and 
all its associated wisdom. 

Dominic Collingwood is the Commercial 
Director of MatchPint ‒ a London-based 
start-up founded with school contemporary 
Leo MacLehose (LN 2002-2007). MatchPint 
is the leading sports marketing platform in 
the UK leisure industry, connecting pubs, 
bars and drinks brands with sports fans in 
search of somewhere to watch the match 
nearby.

Dom Collingwood (GR 2002-07) reports on an evening of wine and wisdom

OKS Entrepreneurs’ Networking Evening

Dinesh Dhamija

wise old owls… 
skinny jeans 
and innovative 
thought
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Matthew Townshend took over as OKS 
Careers Rep. in 2013 and is now contacting 
you about the annual OKS Careers Day.

Each year in June the School runs a week 
for 6b with the focus on university / 

college and the 
world of work. 
Th e week has 
traditionally 
ended with 
the OKS 
Careers Day, 
which this 
year will 
be held on 
Friday 13th 
June.

Feedback is 
enormously 

positive and beyond the day itself the 
opportunities for providing advice, 
mentoring or even internships when 
students move on from King’s are 
invaluable. Apart from all this, it really 
is a very enjoyable way to spend time in 
Canterbury; a chance to network and to 
renew friendships.

Th e morning would occupy a similar 
format to previous years, with small 
groups rotating past 20-24 OKS who are 
able to commit for the whole day and 
who would be able to off er more detail on 
career paths, university and training.

In the aft ernoon we are running a careers 
‘fair’ with 30-40 stalls at which OKS can 
showcase their own area of employment or 
indeed their own business or enterprise(s). 
Th e time commitment would be no more 
than four hours to include, for instance, 
the typical return journey times from 
London. Th e aft ernoon will fi nish with 
high-tea provided by the School for OKS 
and pupils.  

If you would like to be involved in the 
OKS Careers Day, please contact Kirsty 
Mason.

If you are unable to attend the OKS 
Careers Day on 13th June, but would like 
to off er careers advice by email, please do 
upload your career details to your profi le 
on the OKS website and don’t forget to 
tick the box “I am happy to give careers 
advice by email”.

OKS
Careers Day

Unknown OKS No. 12: Thomas 
Knocker (1790-1830)

Peter Henderson’s series continues with a 
tale of family misfortune and skullduggery 
by local lawyers. 

Thomas Knocker was the son of 
William Knocker, a Dover solicitor, and 
was at King’s from 1801 to 1805. He 
was apprenticed to his father in 1806 
and became a partner in the practice 
in 1816. He married Mercy, daughter of 
Sir John Hollams of Deal, in 1819 and 
over the next six years they had fi ve 
children – one son and four daughters 
(one of whom died in infancy).

Our knowledge of what happened 
next comes from the chance survival 
of a collection of letters and other 
documents (recently acquired for 
the School Archives) from the offi ce 
of a Canterbury solicitor John James 
Peirce (KS 1790-96). John James was 
the son of John Peirce (KS 1758-61), 
a Canterbury surgeon. An uncle and a 
grandfather had also been at King’s, and 
his brother Sampson Creed Peirce (KS 
1786-91) was killed in the Peninsular 
War. John James’s three sons were to 
come to the School in the 1830s. 

In January 1827, local newspapers 
announced the dissolution of the 
Partnership between Thomas and his 
father. In a document drawn up in that 
year, Mercy Knocker explained what 
had happened: “Mr Knocker had his 
fi rst Epileptic Fit on the 3rd of Feby 
1824… Symptoms of insanity became 
daily more apparent… he always 
complained of a noise in his head 
similar as he described it to the rushing 
of water over a wheel. His conversation 
was at times rational at the same 
moment his actions were those of a 
child… he took strong antispasmodic 
medicines and his food consisted 
entirely of Gloucester Jelly animal food 

… His greatest amusements have 
been shredding paper, cutting up his 
garments & trying to mend them & 
writing.” 

Thomas was taken to half a dozen 
different doctors, locally and in London. 
He was subject to bleeding, leeches, a 
succession of diets, and medicines that 
included brandy lavender drops. From 
being “a kind and affectionate husband” 
he became “irritable to an almost 
insupportable degree”.

A further crisis occurred in 1829 when 
Mercy absented herself from her family 
and was accused of abandoning her 
children. The birth of Hugh Horatio 
Knocker – baptised at St Mary Abbots, 
Kensington in November 1829 as 
the son of Thomas and Mercy – may 
indicate the real cause of the scandal.

Thomas died in January 1830 and 
his will, drawn up in 1827, had made 
‘my dear beloved wife’ sole executrix 
and benefi ciary. Peirce and Edward 
Knocker (brother of Thomas, but not 
an OKS and now his father’s partner) 
then seem to have made things diffi cult 
for Mercy. They colluded in denying 
the existence of several relevant 
documents and initially sought to 
thwart her claims to the inheritance. 
However, some compromise was 
presumably reached as the will was 
fi nally proved in August – no doubt to 
avoid further damage to the family’s 
reputation. 

Peirce died in 1838; Mercy spent most 
of her later life abroad, dying in Corfu 
in 1874; and Edward Knocker, whose 
treatment of his brother seems to have 
been less than honourable, lived until 
1884, was town clerk of Dover and an 
authority on the history of the town. 
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Sport

Millicent Knight of Marlowe House has 
been selected in the Great Britain 

Paralympic skiing team for the Winter 
Games at Sochi. At just 15 she is the 
youngest ever British Winter Paralympian. 

Millie competes in the B2 category for 
partially sighted athletes. As a child she 
contracted a rare condition known as 
Toxocariasis that badly damaged her eyes. 

She took up skiing at the age of seven 
and has been a member of the British 
Disabled Ski Team Development Squad 
since 2012. 

She has had a most successful season, 
winning two silver medals in Holland, two 
golds in Austria before Christmas and two 
afterwards, and two fourth-place fi nishes 
in Europa Cup races. Her main aim had 

been to be in the team for South Korea 
in 2018, but she has been so successful 
that she has achieved her ambition four 
years early. 

Fourteen OKS have appeared in the 
Olympic Games. Millie is the fi rst King’s 
pupil to compete while still at school. 

On Saturday 25 January, two OKS football sides took on the School.  A youthful 1st 
XI lost 4-7 in a match littered with defensive errors. A 2nd XI of more varied vintage 
battled to an honourable 1-1 draw.

Millie Knight selected for Winter Paralympics
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OKS SPORT Forthcoming 
OKS sports 
events
• Ladies’ Lacrosse and Men’s 

Hockey on Sunday 23 
March

• Canterbury Pilgrims AGM 
on Thursday 26 March

• Ladies’ and Men’s Tennis on 
Saturday 28 April

• Cricket on Saturday 24 May

• Fencing on the Green Court 
on Saturday 28 June 

1st XI
Stuart Andrews, Arthur Chilcott, Seb Clark, 
George Edmondson, Dan Gilmore, Dom 
Hamlyn, James Hessey, John Hillier, Nowa 
Imasekha, Paddy McGovern, Harry Mann, 
James Rand and Tom Ready. 

2nd XI
Luke Arnold, James Baker, Charlie 
Carr, Patrick Clews, Felix Cohen, Harry 
Coombe, Simon Englander, Alex Gilmore, 
Chris Mounsey-Th ear, Jonny Murch, Tim 
Reid, Billy Richardson, Archie Todd, 
Harry Todd and Ben Varian.


