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In this issue
An exhibition in the Admissions Office, Lattergate during King’s 
Week illustrated school life on the eve of the First World War. 
The Headmaster was the Reverend Charles McDowall who had 
succeeded Arthur Galpin in 1910. King’s was very small compared 
with today: 148 boys in the Senior School, 48 in the Junior. Most 
boys were members of the Officers’ Training Corps, which set out 
for camp on 28 July, but this was abandoned five days later. Term 
had ended on 27 July, and in the speeches there had been awareness 
of the international situation, but no direct mention of war.

Next door, as the 1995 history of the Cathedral recalls, “the 
prospect of a European conflagration had played no part in 
ordinary everyday proceedings of the Dean and Chapter”. Any 
concerns about violence had been limited to “possible outrages” by 
suffragettes, and from August 1913 a police constable was placed 
on duty in the building. However, the nearest thing to an unruly 
woman had been the discovery of the Archdeacon of Maidstone’s 
daughter quietly reading on the Cathedral roof one summer 
morning.

On 9 August 1914 Dean Wace (aged 78, and married to the 
daughter of a German scholar) preached on ‘The Christian 
Sanction of War’, confining himself to general issues and warnings 
of sacrifices to be made not in vain by soldiers and sailors.

On 4 August 2014, Canterbury Cathedral, in common with 
Westminster Abbey and many other places of worship across the 
land, held a vigil in the hour that preceded Britain’s declaration of 
war, a war that was to make its cataclysmic mark on Europe and 
throughout the 20th Century. 

Only through the small and specific can events of such magnitude 
initially be approached, and the three printed here comprise a note of 
the first OKS to be killed and two unrelated but distinctive OKS stories.

3 December 2014
OKS Christmas Drinks 
The Antelope, London  

7 December 2014
The King’s School 
Christmas Concert
The Shirley Hall, KSC

13 January 2015
OKS AGM & Committee 
Meeting
The Cavalry & Guards Club, 
Piccadilly

25 January 2015
OKS v KSC Football
Birley’s

16 March 2015
Canterbury Pilgrims AGM 
& Supper
London Rowing Club, Putney

22 March 2015
OKS Men's Hockey and 
Ladies’ Lacrosse
Birley’s

14 May 2015 
OKS London May 
Reunion (1990-2014)
Coq d’Argent, London

19 May 2015
OKS Committee Meeting
The Cavalry & Guards Club, 
Piccadilly

Clara’s Beau features p3
A Wolseley on the Western Front

26 August 1914 features p3
Charles Trueman remembered

Red Shirt and Khaki Tunic  features p4
Bruno Garibaldi volunteers

From Birley’s to Sitochori features p6
A tribute to Sebastian Barker

Waft her, Angels features p8
A colourful Cathedral service honours Bernie Cocksworth

Gray’s Eulogy events p9
OKS Dinner at the oldest Inn

Hello, Goodbye and Food for Thought events p10
May Reunion, King’s Week Lunch, Legacy Club Lunch

Blue Skies and Red Shoes  arts p12
Robert Sanderson reports on King’s Week 

Colossi of Roads arts p14
Books by or about Patrick Leigh Fermor, Justin Marozzi and John 
Man

Sharing experiences careers p15
Careers Day and real estate networking

Butterfield buildings and county news p16
champions
News from King’s

Pilgrims and Bond Girls, a Final and a sport p18
Semi-Final
OKS Golf, Cricket, Sailing, Fencing, Lacrosse, Hockey and Rowing

Vintage Sports sport p20
The 1960s & ,70s Dinner

Offcuts  and For The  Record are edited by Stephen Woodley (Common 
Room 1969-98), assisted by an Editorial Committee of Felicity Lyons, 
Chair (SH 1975-77), Peter Henderson (Common Room 1969 - ), Nick 
Phillis (MR  1977-81, Common Room 1987 - ) and Kirsty Mason 
with further support from Paul Pollak (Common Room 1950-88).   
 
All information for publication should be sent to Elaine Lynch (etl@
kings-school.co.uk). Tel:01227 595672. Unless otherwise credited, 
photographs  are by Matt McArdle, Kirsty Mason or School Archives. 
This publication has been produced by Lee Rigley at the King’s School 
Press.

Dates for the diary
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Singer and Spy
No. 13 in Peter Henderson’s series on Unknown OKS is Kennerley Rumford (1870-1957).

Robert Henry Rumford was at King’s 
from 1884 to 1887. He was a talented 
sportsman, winning races on Sports 
Day and playing in the 1st XI cricket 
team for three seasons, though the 1887 
Cantuarian was unimpressed: ‘Failed 
lamentably as a bat. Took to reckless 
hitting and so lost the good form he had.’ 
He also won a music prize in 1886.
 
On leaving school he went to Germany 
to prepare for entering the army, 
but after vocal training from 
Giovanni Sbriglia and 
Alfred Blume he was 
persuaded by George 
Henschel to become a 
professional singer. As 
Kennerley Rumford 
– adopting his father’s 
middle name – he made 
his debut in 1893. His 
career as a light baritone was 
transformed when he began 
singing duets with Clara Butt, the 
redoubtable contralto. In 1900 they were 
married in Bristol Cathedral – an event 
given full coverage by the Illustrated 
London News. 
 
Bertie, as he was known, sang the role of 
St Peter in the first performance of Elgar’s 
The Apostles (1903) and had songs written 
for him by Maude Valérie White, but from 
now on his career was largely devoted to 
escorting and singing with his wife. Clara 
was one of the most famous singers in 
the world. Her spectacular voice filled 
large halls with ease and her renditions 
of ‘Land of Hope and Glory’ and ‘Abide 

with me’ were show-stoppers. The couple 
went on international concert tours, 
most notably to Australia, and they made 
several recordings together, with ‘The 
Keys of Heaven’ as their favourite party 
piece. Not that it was all plain sailing. In 
1909 he found himself in court after he 
had responded to comments about one 
of his wife’s concerts by boxing the ears 
of The Times music critic. The case was 
withdrawn after an apology. 

When war broke out in 1914 
Rumford offered his new 

Wolseley car, converted 
into an ambulance, to 
convey the wounded 
to a base hospital. He 
was soon on the staff 
of Sir Arthur Sloggett, 

Head of the RAMC 
and of the Red Cross, 

and was commissioned 
as a Lieutenant in 1915, later 

becoming a Captain. For a while he 
was officer in charge of the Red Cross 
Society’s advanced stores depot. He was 
twice mentioned in despatches. Clara 
meanwhile had embarked on a series 
of charity concerts: some for the Butt-
Rumford Fund (for artists adversely 
affected by the war). Bertie appeared, in 
uniform and to tumultuous applause, 
at the most spectacular of them, the 
Red Cross Concert at the Albert Hall in 
May 1915, which was reputed to have 
brought in £8,000. It was Clara’s fund-
raising efforts that were rewarded by her 
becoming a Dame in 1920. 

In 1917, Rumford was seconded to the 
Special Intelligence Department. His 
main role was to escort Chaim Weizmann 
on a trip to Gibraltar via Paris and Madrid 
for a meeting with Henry Morgenthau 
and others on a possible truce with 
Turkey. Weizmann thought that his 
companion was “either terribly ‘profound’ 
or completely innocent, rather the latter, 
I think”.

After the war, the couple resumed their 
concert tours despite family tragedies: 
their elder son, a promising cricketer, died 
in 1923 and their younger son committed 
suicide in 1934. Clara died after several 
years of pain from spinal cancer in 1936. 
Bertie re-married and lived till 1957. 
Their recordings are still available. 

A First World War Pilgrimage
Edward Holman (MR 1963-68) pays his respects to the 
OKS fallen

The first OKS to die in the Great War was 
Captain Charles Trueman (KSC 1889-
93) of the 2nd Battalion The Manchester 
Regiment. He was killed on the 26 
August 1914 whilst leading ‘A’ company 
forward to reinforce the 2nd Battalion 
The Suffolk Regiment who were fighting 
a rear-guard action outside Le Cateau, 
during the retreat from Mons.

In July, Edward Holman travelled to 
Belgium and visited the location near 
Mons where on the 23 August 1914 The 
Manchester Regiment were defending 
the Mons-Condé Canal. “I followed their 
line of retreat to Le Cateau and laid a 
wreath at the memorial close to where 
Captain Trueman was killed and visited 
Le Cateau Military Cemetery where he 
was laid to rest.”
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Silvester Mazzarella (GR 1950-56) reveals the life and death of one of the earliest OKS casualties of 
the First World War, Bruno Garibaldi (1890-1914).

Bruno Guglielmo Garibaldi was one of 
the first OKS to lose his life in the First 
World War. Born in Rome on 17 August 
1890, he was the seventh of ten surviving 
children (seven sons and three daughters) 
of a son of Giuseppe Garibaldi, one of the 
founders of modern Italy. Bruno’s father 
had been partly educated in England and 
his mother, born Constance Hopcraft, was 
English, daughter of a well-to-do printer 
and publisher from Anerley in south-east 
London. In religion she was Anglican, 
perhaps the reason one of her younger 
children was sent to school in Canterbury. 

During his five years at King’s, Bruno 
excelled at sport. Heavily built ‒ at 
seventeen he already weighed nearly 12 
stone (about 75 kg) ‒ he specialised in 
rowing and rugby in which, according 
to the Cantuarian, he was often to be 
seen at the head of forward rushes and 
‘several times got away from the line-out’ 
if not always adequately supported by 
others. He was even a member of Kent 
County Cricket Club at a time when Kent 
were champion county. He achieved no 
academic distinction in the classroom 
but he left his name and dates carved in 
large letters on a desk: B.G.GARIBALDI 
1904-1909. The carved surface of this 
desk still exists.

In recent years photographs illustrating 
Bruno’s life at King’s have been found in 
a private collection donated to the School. 
Two of these show Bruno and his Four 
(no Eights in those days) at Fordwich after 

beating Tonbridge Town (not School) by 
¼ length on 26 June 1909 – the substantial 
Bruno rowed at no.3 as the middle 
member of the crew of five (including 
cox), and he can be seen climbing out 
of the boat. Two other pictures, taken a 
month earlier on Ascension Day, 20 May, 
show him enjoying a day off at Grove 
Ferry with two fellow-stalwarts of the 1st 
IV and 1st XV, A.F.B.Cottrell (1906-09) 
and V.C.L.Taylor (1905-09). In one picture 

the three are arm-in-arm with Bruno in 
the middle, complete with watch-chain 
and King’s blazer. In another, Cottrell 
stands precariously on the shoulders of 
Bruno and Taylor. Cottrell and Taylor 
both became professional soldiers and 
survived the War. Cottrell, the eldest of 
three brothers at King’s whose mother 
may have been Italian, was mentioned in 
despatches five times.

On leaving school Bruno went to Cuba to 
work for a large sugar company, eventually 
rising to be acting managing director. 
At the outbreak of war in August 1914 
the Italian government stayed neutral, 
even forbidding Italians to volunteer 

elsewhere. But the Garibaldis had never 
been respecters of governments. Active 
leadership of the clan had now passed to 
Bruno’s eldest brother Giuseppe Garibaldi 
Jr., known as Peppino. Born in Australia 
and now 35, Peppino had already 
intervened in the style of his grandfather 
to defend self-determination in Greece, 
Venezuela, the Balkans and Mexico, 
and now, backed by his elderly father in 
Italy, his aim was to force Italy into the 

war on the side of Britain and France. 
In defiance of the Italian government, 
Peppino began recruiting like-minded 
Italians in America, and he sent for Bruno 
to join them in New York. Reaching 
Liverpool with a large force of volunteers, 
Peppino and Bruno hurried confidently to 
Westminster to offer their services to the 
British government. But despite the strong 
traditional Garibaldi link with Britain, 
Asquith’s government turned them down. 
Meanwhile in Paris their brother Ricciotti 
Jr. was told the Garibaldi volunteers could 
fight alongside the French Foreign Legion.

By now, in France, the force contained 
no fewer than six of the seven brothers. 

Garibaldi’s War

leaping like a panther
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Bruno, given the rank of lieutenant, 
was remembered by a fellow volunteer, 
Camillo Marabini, as the tallest and 
most powerfully built of the Garibaldis, 
even though the others were also tall and 
powerfully built... Black eyes, black hair, 
dark skin. Like his mother he spoke Italian 
with a strong English accent, having spent 
most of his early years abroad. Like a 
good Anglo-Italian Bruno loved all sports: 
boxing, football, horse-riding. He was 
uncomplicated and austere. Everyone 
accepted criticism from him because he was 
even more severe on himself.  A sound mind 
in a sound body. 

On the morning of 26 December 1914 
the Garibaldi volunteers went into action 
in their khaki Foreign Legion tunics in 
the Bois de Bolante area of the Argonne 
Forest, near the French border with 
Belgium. It was a disaster. The French 
commander-in-chief insisted on the 
antiquated custom of announcing the 
charge with a bugle fanfare which merely 
served to alert the German machine-guns, 

while the French artillery had the wrong 
range and bombarded the Italian troops 
it was trying to support. There were no 
ladders to help the volunteers out of their 
2-metre deep trenches, the barbed-wire 
entanglements had not been properly 
cut, and the Italians had been misdirected 
to attack an empty French trench rather 
than a full German one. Nonetheless, they 
fixed bayonets and charged into a hail of 
bullets. Marabini again:

When the column was briefly held up 
Bruno left the reserves and flung himself 
into the attack. I saw him on my left leaping 
like a panther, his sword drawn and his 
khaki tunic unbuttoned to display his red 
Garibaldi shirt. 

Hit on his sword-arm, he urged the others 
on before going off to find an ambulance 
and have his wound dressed. It was as if 
he was still breaking from the line-out and 
leading forward rushes on the rugger field 
at King’s, with first-aid always available off 
the field. Changing his sword for a rifle, he 

now rushed back into the fray, but was hit 
repeatedly and fell. His body was retrieved 
later from no man’s land, still clinging to a 
small tree. A few days later, just as Bruno’s 
body accompanied by two of his brothers 
reached Italy, his younger brother 
Costante was killed in another action. 
On 7 January 1915 the New York Times 
reported from Rome on the reception of 
Bruno’s body: 

In this assemblage were survivors of 
the Garibaldian campaigns, clad in red 
shirts, as well as many veterans of other 
Italian wars and many representatives 
of the British, French and Greek colonies 
in Rome. The body of Bruno Garibaldi 
was laid in the hall of the railway station. 
The throng there was moved deeply when 
Bruno’s eldest sister Rosa Garibaldi arrived 
and embraced her brothers who were 
wearing their French uniforms, before 
throwing herself on Bruno’s coffin, which 
was wrapped in the Italian, French and 
Greek flags. The long funeral procession was 
accompanied by the French Ambassador, 
the Greek Minister and members of the 
municipal government, with Garibaldi 
partisans using the occasion to demonstrate 
in favour of Britain and France.

A few days later these scenes were 
repeated for Costante, and soon Italy 
did join the war on the side of the allies. 
Today both brothers are commemorated 
by a large 1930s memorial at Lachalade, 
west of Verdun. The other eight 
Garibaldi brothers and sisters were to 
survive the war.

Arthur Cottrell, Bruno Garibaldi & Valentine Taylor
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Stephen Woodley pays tribute to a legendary Captain of Rugby and a passionate poet. 

Sebastian Smart Barker, who died on 31 
January of a cardiac arrest after suffering 
from lung cancer, evoked eloquent 
literary obituaries from The Guardian, 
Observer and Independent, but only The 
Times made a reference in passing to what 
King’s contemporaries knew him for best: 
“his record as captain of rugby remains 
unbroken”.

Sebastian was the son of the poet George 
Barker. His mother was the Canadian 
writer Elizabeth Smart who had the 
means to send Sebastian to King’s (WL 
1958-63). Sebastian appeared to his 
school contemporaries as “someone from 
a different planet”; “he was incredibly 
good looking, had the physique of a 
Greek god and when he smiled the effect 
was dazzling; in leadership he was calm, 
decisive, authoritative, peerless.”

After a very successful first season as 1st 
XV captain in 1962, losing only twice and 
that in the days when King’s played many 
of the most powerful schools in the South 
East, Sebastian’s 1963 team achieved 
King’s greatest record ever, playing 13, 
winning 12, with one draw, and points for 
240; against 45.

In Colin Fairservice’s, their coach’s, words: 
“In a very long experience of Schools 
Rugby, I have never seen a better team, 
no matter from which angle I view them. 
They also deserve the greatest credit for 

the modesty they have shown throughout 
the term. In this, as well as in all things 
on the field of play or practice, they were 
set a splendid example by S.S. Barker, the 
captain, whose inspiring influence was 
always present.”

For more detailed OKS encomia, our 
readers will have to move to For the 
Record, where fuller rugby records and 
OKS obituary tributes can be found. 
But one of that 1963 team who attended 
Sebastian’s funeral on 19 February makes 
the point that such success comes only out 
of a culture that inspires success:

“I believe there were several aspects of 
‘Heritage’ which helped form that XV: 
firstly there was the winning culture of ‘the 
man who was King’s’, Canon Shirley, and 
his influence, which we knew for two years 
or more, before he retired in 1962. The 
successes of the 1962 XV, the great series 
of victories the following autumn and then 
the overwhelming triumph in the Sevens 
Final at Roehampton, described in The 
Times as a “finer exhibition than has ever 

been shown by any other English school 
in the 26 year history of this tournament”, 
these all occurred very much within the 
Shirley legacy but actually under the new 
Headship of a very different man, Canon 
J.P. Newell. 

Yet so protean was Sebastian’s mind, 
and diverse his talents (he never played 
rugby again after he broke his leg shortly 
after going up to Oxford) that it was 
from Canon Newell that he discovered 
how much poetry there is in the Bible. 
Though his last visit to Canterbury was 
for a performance by the Crypt Choir 

on 15 September 2013 of his Damnatio 
Memoriae, a Poem in Six Movements, 
Scored for Many Voices (a review of this 
will appear in the 2013-2014 Cantuarian), 
Sebastian’s last detailed recollection of the 
School’s influence on him was the very 
interesting talk he gave to the Marlowe 
Society on 31 January 2012. Describing 
how for the first few years it had mostly 
been in rugby that he found “the mixture 
of passion and skill I was after” (laced with 

Sebastian Barker, Captain and Poet, 1945-2014

Sebastian Barker at the heart of the unbeaten 1963 1st XV

The Land of Gold, in which our lives 
become what they are worth
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Elvis Presley), Sebastian paid tribute to the influence of study-
mate and top scholar Rodney Clark: 

“By this time I had fallen under the spell of three poets, 
Shakespeare in his sonnets (these were “about love and had 
nothing to do with academic work”), Catullus in his Rome, and 
the poet of the Song of Songs in the Bible. It was when I heard our 
Headmaster read the Song of Songs in the Nave of Canterbury 
Cathedral that something clicked inside me. The Headmaster 
was usually a rather staid and dull character, yet in his recital of 
the Song he was electrifying and even, surprisingly, erotic”.

The years that followed can only be briefly summarised. Sebastian 
went to Corpus Christi, Oxford in 1964 and was made a Medical 
Research Council Scholar, starting a D.Phil. in respiratory 
physiology. But increasingly he was reading Blake, W.B. Yeats, 
Dostoyevsky and the Irish poet Patrick Kavanagh: “in February 
1968 at the age of 22 I decided to leave Oxford and physiological 
science forever”.

In the next few weeks, at his mother’s home in the Suffolk 
countryside, “poetry was engulfing me”. He knew that he must 
be a poet, to some degree a religious one, and “my mother was a 
bit like the perfect high priestess in this decision; I don’t think I 
have ever loved her more than I loved her during that time”.

From that point Sebastian did an MA in English Literature at 
the University of East Anglia under Lorna Sage; married and 
had two daughters, earning a living for six years as a carpenter 
and furniture restorer; catalogued books at Sotheby’s; became 
a writer-in-residence and then in 1983 bought a ruin in the 
South West Peloponnese in a village called Sitochori (‘Wheat 
Village’) and rebuilt it according to the old traditions. It was to be 
his home-from-home for the next 30 years, even whilst he was 
involved in poetry politics and was for six years literary editor of 
The London Magazine.

A “spiritual crisis” in the 1990s (a second marriage was dissolved 
in 1992) led to Sebastian being guided into the Roman Catholic 
faith by a Franciscan scholar, and, in his marvellous last volume 
of poems, The Land of Gold, religious themes are prominent. 
Two days before he died there was a reading from these poems 
in the chapel of Trinity College, Cambridge. The poem printed 
here was read at his funeral.

One of Sebastian’s favourite poets, W.B. Yeats, wrote: “Man falls 
in love, and loves what vanishes / What more is there to say?” It 
is a rhetorical question, because in every generation anew there 
is passion, and love, and the shadow of bereavement. For over 
twenty years his muse was his third wife, Hilary Davies (together 
they judged the King’s Week Speeches in the Chapter House 
three years ago). At Sebastian’s funeral strong men shed tears. 
So would many of us reading these last lines from ‘The Broken 
String’:

Listen! I know I am only one person and the world shines at your feet
   But I love you. I love you till the end of all love songs
And all the lute work through the lattice windows of the churches in 
Brittany.
   Oh how will I break this chord without breaking my heart?
I have never loved anyone as much as you
   Yet you turn on the wind and sail away
Like a coloured kite whose broken string beckons to all.

 

The Land of Gold returns. I see
it flashing in my brain,

The yellow leaves on dainty trees
before my eyes again.

This is the land which God foretold
the just and the good.

It is the land called paradise,
the soul, the sacred wood.

I enter with my eyes lit up
by a paradise so fair

I am alive to every scent
in the embracing air.

I thank my God that I was born 
to walk in paradise.

It is a country of the mind
no poet ever lost.

For poetry is what it is,
this paradise on earth,

The Land of Gold, in which our lives
become what they are worth.

the Land of Gold 
Returns
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The Quire of Canterbury Cathedral was full to 
overflowing on the first day of the Summer Term to 
pay tribute to Bernie Cocksworth, Housemistress 
of Harvey House from 2001 to 2013 and Head of 

Economics, who died on 7 March. The family’s request that this 
should be a fittingly colourful occasion was more than answered, 
as the gentlemen’s ties looked positively sedate beside the rainbow 
effect of the more adventurous variety of the ladies’ outfits. 

The service itself was equally kaleidoscopic in its unexpected and 
exuberantly stylish juxtapositions. There was lots of wonderful 
singing – Songs from the Shows meets the Serenade – led by 
‘Bernie’s Choir’ of nearly thirty OKS (the sopranos and altos 
overwhelmingly from Harvey) conducted by Howard Ionascu. 
Michael Tippett (‘Deep River’ and ‘Steal Away’) was set beside 
Andrew Lloyd Webber (‘Love never dies’, beautifully sung by 
Eliza Cocksworth, and ‘All I Ask of You’ by Harriet Jones and 
Robin Bailey), Handel (‘Waft her, Angels’) and The Beatles (‘I 
Will’), with ‘Goodnight Sweetheart’, movingly light-hearted, to 
conclude. The readings by Graham Sinclair, Alex Cocksworth 

and two former heads of house, Laure Stockley and Ella Gault, 
were an audacious medley of TS Eliot and Zora Neale Hurston, 
Doctor Who and the Book of Revelation. 

As well as an address from the Dean, there were Reflections from 
Jonathan Watts of Benenden, where Bernie was a housemistress 
before coming to King’s, from the Headmaster, Peter Roberts, 
and from Geoff Cocksworth. Geoff’s insights – ‘picture this’ – 
conjured up the young, irreverent yet purposeful schoolmistress, 
and helped explain how she was able to empathize with and 
motivate even the most errant teenagers. These were serious yet 
cheerful tributes to an inspiring teacher and housemistress and 
an inspired bargain hunter (as an economist, Bernie practised 
in the shops what she preached in the classroom), with an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of musicals. 

This was indeed a multi-coloured celebration: swellegant, 
elegant… Just like Bernie. 

Peter Henderson

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life 
of Bernadette Cocksworth,
23 April 2014
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The OKS AGM and Annual Dinner were 
held at Gray’s Inn on 1 May. The guest 
speaker was the Hon. Sir Charles Haddon-
Cave (GR 1969-73). Here are the highlights 
of his speech: 

Gray’s prides itself as being the oldest (and 
most entertaining) of the Inns.  Records 
date back to 1388.  But none of the Inns 
hold a candle to King’s, Canterbury, which 
can justifiably trace its origins back eight 
centuries before Gray’s Inn, to 597 and St 
Augustine.

Apart from long histories ‒ and benches 
and refectory tables ‒ Gray’s Inn and 
King’s have much in common.  They 
are places of learning, integrity and 
collegiality – and dinner.  I count myself 
very blessed to have been to both King’s 
and Gray’s.  I owe King’s a great deal – as 

so many of us do here.  It was a school 
with great atmosphere, great integrity 
and great purpose.  Above all, it had great 
teaching.  In my day ‒ which was so last 
century ‒ the facilities, especially at The 
Grange, were pretty basic: the beds hard, 
the dormitories freezing, the food grim, 

and we still had fagging and caning by 
the Head of House.  We were blessed 
with some outstanding teachers: ‘Duffy’ 
Harris (the doyen of History teaching in 
the country), Brian Turner (Economic 
History), Peter Boorman (Maths), Edred 
Wright (Music), George Robertson 
(Latin), Paul Pollak (Everything) and 
Stephen Woodley (English and Tennis), 
to name just a few.  

They drummed into us the need for 
intellectual rigour, integrity and curiosity.  
Woe betide any infelicity in expression 
in an essay, or a punctuation mistake, or 
a sloppy tennis backhand and not getting 
your feet in position, Stephen Woodley 
would be onto it like a shot and point it 
out with a polite precision and charm 
which you would never forget. These were 
lessons to carry us through life ‒ whether 
in the law, business or elsewhere. 

King’s was also prized in sport and music.  
The geniuses of our day were David Gower 
(who hit a lot off my bowling in house 
matches), Stephen Barlow (the conductor 
and musician who was awarded his 
FRCO at 17) and Harry Christophers 
(choral scholar and the director of The 
Sixteen).  It was a culturally rich school in 
so many ways.  And that richness was also 
something which we also have carried 
through life.

But for King’s I would not have had 
been called to the Bar.  It is wonderful 
– and makes OKS proud ‒ to see King’s 

thriving today.  It is fortunate to have the 
inspiring and dynamic leadership of the 
Headmaster, Peter Roberts.  It has a strong 
claim to be the finest co-residential school 
in the country.  It is certainly the most 
beautiful.

I would also like to pay a special tribute 
to Marie Roberts, for the tireless work 
that she does on behalf of the school, both 
here and abroad.  I was lucky enough to 
be in Hong Kong in October last year and 
joined Mrs Roberts at the School Choir’s 
excellent concert in St. John’s Cathedral.  It 
was her fifth engagement of the day.

I would also like us all to join in thanking, 
first, James Bartlett for his sterling work for 
the OKS Association; second, Charlotte 
Pragnell for taking over this heavy mantle 
from him (commiserations!); and the 
redoubtable Susan Tingle, without whom 
nothing in the Western World is really 
possible (certainly not this fine dinner).  
I am glad that you have enjoyed this 
special OKS gathering.  Can I ask you 
now to stand and toast: The King’s School, 
Canterbury.

The Hon. Sir Charles Haddon-Cave was 
called to the Bar in 1978 and was appointed 
Queen’s Counsel in 1999. At the Bar he was 
recognised as one of the leading commercial 
silks in the fields of aviation, shipping, 
insurance, travel law and arbitration. He 
was appointed by the Secretary of State 
for Defence to conduct the Nimrod Review 
(2007-09) into the loss of the RAF aircraft 
in Afghanistan in 2006. In October 2011 he 
was appointed a Justice of the High Court 
of England and Wales and assigned to the 
Queen’s Bench Division.

OKS Annual Dinner

lessons to carry us 
through life

Former and current OKS Presidents
James Bartlett hands over the Presidential mantle to Charlotte Pragnell

The Hon. Sir Charles Haddon-Cave 
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The weather on the day of the OKS May 
Reunion 2014 was distinctly variable, 
but the elegant marquee in which drinks 
and lunch were served, the School’s 
colours subtly picked out in the blue and 
white of the tablecloths and the towering 
arrangements of alliums, provided 
excellent shelter from the occasional burst 
of rain, and even though gusts of wind 
at times threatened to blow the house 
down the Headmaster assured us that he 
personally had checked the night before 
that all the tent pegs were securely in 
position!

All those who attended King’s up to and 
including the year 1986 were invited, and 
it was excellent to see a large gathering 
of alumni and alumnae ranging from 
Frank Thomas who came to Walpole 
in 1940 to Rupert Ainsworth who left 
Tradescant in 1987. There was an equally 
strong contingent of old members of the 
Common Room ‒ my waiting-house 
housemaster and A-level History, Music, 
Economics and English masters were 
all there! ‒ from 1950s staff to Peter 
Henderson who retired in 2006. The OKS 

Association’s generosity in welcoming 
families meant that there were some fresh 
young faces amidst those of riper years 
and no fewer than eight of the Cordy and 
nine of the Attwater clans present.

After an excellent lunch the Headmaster 
welcomed the OKS back from what 
he called the Elysian fields or afterlife, 
saying that King’s is indebted to its old 
pupils not least because they give the 
current members of the School a sense 
of tradition and calm in their busy lives. 
Alluding to Patrick Leigh Fermor’s three-
volume account of his walk from England 
to Constantinople he said that part of 
what makes life at King’s so special is its 
being A Time of Gifts: one has no idea 
what talents each new generation of pupils 
will bring with it and so each year sees the 
formation of a different jigsaw puzzle – an 
unpredictable coming together of varied, 
intricate and colourful pieces.  As in the 
second volume, Between Woods and 
Water, the School gives young people 
as they progress through the years the 
opportunity to discover more and perhaps 
unexpected gifts – to grow, become 
resilient and pursue a wealth of activities 
within the School. But far from cocooning 
them from the outside world the School 
also puts them in touch with what the 
compilers of the final and only recently 
published volume call The Broken Road, 
which could be said to constitute modern 
society. Pupils are able to connect with 
and help repair the broken road through a 
variety of outreach projects, one of which 
recently and without any intervention 
or help from staff raised £15,000 for a 
foundation for disabled families.  Being 
aware of the road outside the Precincts is 

crucial, and he looked forward to events 
such as the imminent visit by a group of 
King’s boys and girls to the Menin Gate 
where, in commemoration of the outbreak 
of the First World War, they will meet up 
with pupils from a German school.

Charlotte Pragnell, the new President 
of the OKS Association, extended a 
particularly warm welcome to those OKS 
who do not often come back to the School 
and hoped they would enjoy having the 
opportunity to catch up. Reminding us 
that there is no such thing as a free lunch, 
she also hoped that some of us might be 
able to help on the Careers Day, to be held 
on 13 June, in advising Sixth Formers on 
the skills they will need in order to succeed 
in high-profile careers. Advice on careers 
in science, the military, land management 
and conservation, art and charity work 
would be especially welcome, as would a 
strong female presence!

On behalf of all who attended the lunch 
I should like to thank the Headmaster, 
the President and Committee of the 
OKS Association, and Sue Tingle, Kirsty 
Mason, Sue Wittich and her successor 
Elaine Lynch for giving us such a convivial 
and memorable reunion.

May Reunion 2014
Martin Amherst Lock (GR 1972-76) enjoys the annual reunion in a securely anchored marquee.
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The annual Legacy Club lunch took place on 2 March and was attended by 92 
members. Prior to drinks and an excellent lunch, there was a small exhibition on 
the Feast Society, the ancestor of the OKS Association and the Legacy Club itself. 
During lunch we heard interesting, stimulating and amusing speeches from Peter 
Venn, Chairman of the Club, and the Headmaster.

There was a real commitment from those present to encourage new members 
to join by explaining both the need and the enormous benefit in doing so. 
King’s is not a well-endowed school and the assistance from the Club is not only 
appreciated but essential so that the School can fulfil its aims. 

There will be an opportunity for prospective members to attend a Legacy Club 
drinks reception at the Cavalry and Guards Club in Piccadilly on Thursday 20 
November. Please contact the OKS Office if you would like more details. The next 
Legacy Club lunch will be held at the School on 22 March 2015. A new brochure is 
being prepared explaining the benefits that our generous legators have provided, 
as well as details of how to join and the mechanics of adding a legacy to a will.

The Legacy Club Lunch

King’s Week Lunch

The OKS King’s Week Lunch was again 
preceded by Drinks in the Deanery 
Gardens, by the kind invitation of the 

Dean, and the lovely summer weather 
displayed the Dean’s roses at their best.  
The Drinks were enhanced by the presence 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury and his 
guests from Nigeria.  They were here for a 
service to celebrate the 150th anniversary 
of the consecration of a former slave boy, 
Samuel Ajayi Crowther, as Bishop on the 
Niger ‒ the first black Anglican bishop ‒ 
on 29 June 1864 in Canterbury Cathedral. 

Guests at the lunch included Marc 
Dath, stepping down after 17 years as 
housemaster of The Grange, and Gavin 
Merryweather, Estates Bursar, and Leisha 
McKechnie, Finance Bursar – both 
leaving their posts. It is traditional for 
the OKS Association to invite as guests of 
honour senior members of the Common 
Room who are leaving that summer.  This 
year, I could give a very personal address 
about them:

“It is almost as though the three guests of 
honour at the OKS King’s Week Lunch 
this year have co-ordinated and timed 
their retirements to coincide with my first 
OKS King’s Week Lunch as President; 
for this trio are no less than my former 
Housemaster (Dr Maltby), my former 
tutor (Mme Bradburn) and my former 
Master of Rowing (Mr Reilly).  

Richard Maltby arrived at the School 
99 terms ago, in 1981, to fill the shoes 
of the legendary RW Harris as Head 
of History.  This must have been a 
considerable challenge, given that he 
was also the youngest member of the 
History department at the time.  But that 
was nothing compared to the challenge 
of being Housemaster of Mitchinson’s 
for 12 years, and having to face the daily 
mayhem of hymn book fights, toasters 
located under fire alarms, and fagging 

Charlotte Pragnell,  OKS President (MT 1988-90), recalls toaster troubles, style icons and 
amazing field trips as she says goodbye to Richard Maltby, Michèle Bradburn and Rory Reilly.

Paul Sheldon, Development Director, values the 
Legacy Club and invites others to join. 

(aka House Duty), rota arguments etc., 
etc.  Later Dr Maltby became Head of 
Middle School, and Master in charge of 
Sailing, captaining boats to success in the 
Round the Island Race.  

Michèle Bradburn joined the School in 
1986 and instantly became a style legend: 
known for never wearing the same 
combination of clothes for a second time.  
Besides taking hundreds of pupils through 
the hoops of O Level, GCSE, AS Level and 
A Level French, she was instrumental 
in establishing the Educational Support 
Department.  Her particular focus was to 
support pupils with dyslexia – and many 
pupils and parents are most grateful for 
her work, as it has enabled them to achieve 
professional successes that they would not 
have had, had their condition remained 
undiagnosed.

Rory Reilly joined the School in 1988, and 
set out to coach rowing, lead amazing field 

trips, and teach a bit of Geography when 
rowing and field trips permitted.  Initially 
Rory drew the short straw as the new kid 
on the block, and found that he was down 
to coach the girls’ first four (the first King’s 
girls rowing crew – a crew that no other 
rowing master wanted anything to do 
with).  Rory then played a significant role 
in getting rowing established as a credible 
girls’ sport at King’s – and went on to coach 
some girls (and boys) who would get 
medals at international championships.  
Off the lakes, many pupils remember the 
field trips he led with far greater clarity 
than the Geography lessons the field trips 
were intended to illustrate!

The OKS Association thanks each of 
them for their dedication to generations 
of pupils, and wishes them all the best for 
the various projects they have planned for 
their lives post-King’s.” 
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Robert Sanderson,  the 
King’s Week manager, 
reports on the 63rd Week

On the first day of King’s Week, as I 
walked along Palace Street heading for 
St. Alphege’s and the first performance 
of Michael Jackson’s Off The Wall, I was 
stopped twice by people I didn’t know: 
“Excuse me, sir, would you like to try 
our coffee and cakes… excuse me, sir, 
are you looking for a place to stay… 
we are doing special discounted rates 
throughout King’s Week”. It was then 
that I realised this year’s King’s Week 
was bigger than ever; so much so that 
local businesses were taking advantage 
of the influx of 15,000 King’s Week 
audience members.

So, did King’s Week 2014 live up 
to its billing? The answer to that is 
emphatically yes. 

Will Bersey, the new Director of Music, 
was blessed with clear skies for his first 
wonderfully atmospheric Serenade, 
and the Virtuosi and Gala orchestral 
concerts were exceptional, filled to the 
gunwales with enthusiastic music lovers 
in awe of the high standards that the 
King’s School teenagers are capable of. 
One of the many musical highlights for 
me was the Ganz Franz concert (music 
by Schubert), organised by two pupils, 
Ilona Bushell and Siân Rees, and proving 
to be a concert for the aficionado 
King’s Week goer, accompanied by 
Austrian wine and sausages. 

As always, the regular music and drama 
events filled the week with audacious 
talent, despite the ever-growing 
pressure of public exams that seem to 
steal more and more of the summer 
term as each year goes by. To fathom 
how the pupils and staff manage to 
make time for rehearsals can only be 
an acknowledgement of the time-old 
adage, “If you want a task done well 
then give it to a busy person”.

The Malthouse entered onto the 
scene this year as a new drama 
venue, hosting the Shell play Arabian 
Nights. Earlier in the year it looked 
like an impossible task planning the 
logistics for the four performances 
as we needed to create a whole 
new theatre in addition to our other 
traditional King’s Week performance 
spaces. Lighting, sound, staging, scenery, 
technical support (and even toilets) 
needed to be sorted, as well as the 
weather-induced requirement for 
air conditioning. However, as is the 
enviable attribute of King’s, everything 
came together as staff and pupils 
planned and worked hard to pull off 
a fabulously atmospheric venue and 
show.

King’s
Week
2014

KiDaCo: Singin’ in the Rain
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The Red Shoes was mesmerizing in its 
beauty and its fairy tale melancholic 
enchantment with dance and story-
telling, whilst KiDaCo, also in St. Mary’s 
Hall, showcased the full range of King’s 
dance. 

For the last nine years the drama 
department has been under the 
inspirational leadership of Graham 
Sinclair, but sadly this year was his last 
as he moves on to be the Registrar 
here at King’s. His production of The 
Comedy of Errors, in the wonderful 
surroundings of the Mint Yard 
quadrangle, allowed us all to see 
the magic of his theatre skills as he 
extracted from his cast sheer brilliance, 
fun and, without doubt, professional 
standards. Any theatre in the country 
would have been proud. At the cast 
party after the final performance I was 
privileged to hear heart-felt words of 
thanks and gratitude between each 
person present, all of whom recognised 
that their lives had been changed by 
working together over recent months 
and years. Ultimately that evening 
helped sum up why we do King’s Week: 
it is so that we can give pupils the 
opportunities to work together and 
grow in the confidence of their own 
talents, cementing the foundations of 
their formative adult years that will 
make them into the people they want 
to be – with amazing memories and 
experiences.

Other new events for King’s Week 
this year were: a Table Tennis display 
by Emma Torkington (6b); a King’s 
Week Bake Off where over 20 people 
entered cakes to be judged by two local 
restaurant chefs; an Acoustic Corner 
for pupils to busk their music and 
add atmosphere to the Green Court; 
Show Jumping at Birley’s, involving 18 
horses and riders jumping over fences 
whilst our groundsmen looked on 
with nervous love for their grass; an 
art installation of Beach Huts & Deck 
Chairs on the Green Court; a series 
of 11 lectures including one by Millie 
Knight on her Paralympic Experiences; 
the naming of six Firefly Sailing Boats by 
Miranda Merron OKS; and also a Sixth 
Form kitchen producing King’s Week 
Hampers throughout the week for 
those simply wishing to picnic on the 
Green Court in front of the Cathedral 
and absorb the atmosphere. 

I’m sure all will agree that this year’s 
King’s Week was another tour de force, 
showcasing the amazing talents of pupils 
and staff who helped put on what is, for 
me, the best week of the year. Now that 
King’s Week 2014 is over I have mixed 
emotions: sadness that it has come to 
an end; amazement that the week has 
become so large and is beginning to 
have a real impact upon Canterbury 
and local businesses; and excitement 
as the fun of planning next year has 
already begun and new ideas are rattling 
around in my brain. Whatever you are 
doing for 25 June to 2 July 2015, make 
sure you book your accommodation 
in Canterbury quickly before someone 
else – you may even get a discount!

amazing memories 
and experiences

Rob Sanderson and his assistant Mrs 
Gemma Burrows

The Green Court by the Sea

Welcome to the Serenade

Comedy of Errors: the two Dromios
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At the OKS May Reunion the Headmaster 
used The Broken Road as a metaphor for 
the society King’s pupils will be going out 
into. Artemis Cooper and Colin Thubron’s 
completion last year of Patrick Leigh 
Fermor’s trilogy of his youthful travels 
across Europe in the 1930s continues to 
spread its influence, and sufficiently so to 
inspire detractors too.

The Spectator and Leigh Fermor’s 
writing go happily together and in the 
12.4.14 issue Artemis Cooper herself 
reviewed a youthful admirer’s account 
of retracing Paddy’s steps in Walking 
the Woods and the Water by 
Nick Hunt. The early walking 
through Holland and Germany 
was mostly on tarmac and gave 
him tendonitis, but he had 
online help through the couch 
surfing network besides often 
sleeping in the open ‒ “People 
became nicer as he travelled 
eastwards, although their dogs 
get nastier” ‒ and Hunt often 
reflects on the “unimaginable 
inhumanity that lay between his 
walk and mine”. In Transylvania 
(“Hungary still mourned the 
loss of Transylvania like an 
amputation, and still hated the 
Romanians”) he met Ileana 
Teleki, great-grandaughter 
of Count Jenö Teleki, one of 
Paddy’s hosts. With Ileana, he 
visited many of the great houses 
his predecessor described, now 
gutted, abandoned or sheltering 
“those who would never recover 
from the experience of being a 
Romanian orphan, traumatised 
children housed in the ruins of 
a traumatised culture.”

A far more sceptical view of 
Leigh Fermor’s life and times 
was taken by the reviewer 
of Wes Davis’s The Ariadne 
Objective in The Spectator on 
31.5.14. Though Davis’s book reportedly 
holds together well the strands of Patrick 
Leigh Fermor and the Underground 
War to Rescue Crete from the Nazis 
(the book’s subtitle) its reviewer, David 
Crane, compared the Cretan branch 
of the Special Operations Executive ‒ 

“regimental misfits temperamentally 
better suited to the dangers, licence, 
heroics, excitement, hardships and 
romance of guerrilla warfare than to the 
drudgery and discipline of regular army 
life” ‒ to the restless young philhellenes 
who followed Byron to fight for Greek 
freedom, and asked “Did any of them do 
Greece any good?”

Whether Tony Blair’s ‘liberal 
interventionism’ and wish to give our 
Armed Forces the mission of being a 
force for human rights in the world 
did Iraq any good remains an urgent 

contemporary question 

and Justin Marozzi 
(MR 1984-89) has a powerful subject as 
his Baghdad: City of Peace, City of Blood 
traces the city’s history from Caliph 
Mansur’s masons laying its first bricks in 
762 through its greatest period, the 500 
years of the Abbasid Empire, to its sacking 

in 1400 by Tamerlane (who is recorded as 
constructing 120 towers from 90,000 of 
his adversaries’ severed heads) and on to 
Saddam Hussein latterly.

Marozzi’s book has attracted a host of 
favourable reviews. The reviewer in The 
Guardian praises the author for having 
“got to know Baghdad by learning the 
language, forming friendships and 
reading the Arab historians of the past 
for this splendid new history of the 
city” and Hugh Kennedy in the Literary 
Review finds it the equal of Simon Sebag 
Montefiore’s ‘biography’ of Jerusalem. For 

some seven years after the 2003 
invasion in Baghdad, Marozzi 
worked on health and education 
projects in Baghdad; more 
recently he has had 14 months 
in Mogadishu, so returning to 
Norfolk must be a relief.

Cultural affinity – of the best 
OKS kind – made Marozzi The 
Spectator’s choice of reviewer 
(12.7.14) for the latest John Man 
(WL 1954-60) special area: The 
Mongol Empire: Genghis Khan, 
His Heirs and the Founding of 
Modern China. Genghis Khan, 
who prefigured Mao in his mass 
killings, nevertheless was praised 
by Edward Gibbon for his “pure 
theism and perfect toleration”, 
and championed women’s rights. 
John Man expresses fascination 
with Genghis’s grandson Kublai 
Khan, who conquered China 
and deftly assimilated it into a 
Mongol-Chinese empire, shifting 
his imperial capital from Xanadu 
to Beijing, where his building 
programme gave birth to the 
Imperial City. 
 

Distant Roads
Stephen Woodley reviews recent books about Patrick Leigh Fermor and by Justin Marozzi 
and John Man
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On Wednesday 26 March a careers event 
for OKS working in real estate was held 
at Jones Lang LaSalle, kindly hosted by 
Andrew Hynard (LX 1973-1976). This 
was a great opportunity for younger and 
older OKS working in the same industry 
to network.
 
The next OKS networking event is 
planned for spring 2015 and is for OKS 
working in advertising, marketing and 
public relations. Details for this event will 
be advertised shortly and are also available 
via the OKS website. If you would like to 
attend this event please contact Kirsty 
Mason in the OKS Office.

Careers Day
On Friday 13 June, seventeen OKS 
took part in the morning sessions of 
OKS Careers Day eager to share their 
experiences with the 6b students, who 
were about to put together their university 
applications. The OKS represented careers 
that included the arts, architecture, 
catering, charity/aid work, law, medicine, 
music, publishing, and real estate. 

Practical advice was on hand for 
prospective architects – Simon Evans (SH 
1971-75) – and medical students – Abhi 
Lall (MT 1983-88) and Zayd Tippu (MT 

2003-08) – whilst more general advice 
was given by Charlotte Thomas (née 
Bishop, SH 1983-85), who told the pupils 
that “as they were generally quite smart, 
provided that they worked hard and took 
advantage of opportunities as they arose, 
they would most likely land on their feet”. 

The afternoon took the new form of a 
Careers Fair, held at Birley’s Pavilion. A 
further six OKS representing engineering, 

entrepreneurial enterprises, journalism, 
land management, publishing and 
psychology took part in what was an 
opportunity for pupils and also parents to 
meet in a more informal environment. 

The day was a great success and the 
pupils were highly appreciative of this 
networking opportunity.

If you would like to be involved in the 
OKS Careers Day in June 2015, please 
send the following information through 
to Kirsty Mason, OKS Coordinator:

◆ Your name, House and years, the 
industry that you currently work in and 
your current job description.
◆ Whether you can attend the whole day 

or would rather run a ‘stall’ at the Careers 
Fair from 14:00-16:00.

We would particularly like to encourage 
OKS working in the banking, military, 
sciences (research), sports and computer 
programming to become involved.

The OKS Association now also host OKS 
Careers Talks at King’s. The next talk 
will be given by Tom Mackenzie (MR 
1990-95) about his career in Formula 1 
engineering on Tuesday 2 December. 
This will be followed on Tuesday 24 
March 2015 by Dinesh Dhamija (GR 
1968-69), who will speak about his career 
as an entrepreneur: Dinesh founded 
ebookers.com.

Real Estate Drinks Reception

Andrew Hynard, Charlotte Thomas, Duncan Petrie, Tim Edghill
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News From King’s
New appointments
Mark Orders is the new Housemaster of 
The Grange in succession to Marc Dath, 
whose 17 year term saw the house move 
from the Mint Yard to St Augustine’s. 
Graham Sinclair succeeds Rory Reilly 
as Registrar and is replaced as Director 
of Drama by Luke Jones. Christina 
Astin takes on the new role in charge 
of partnerships with local schools and 
Louise Comber and Dave Scott will share 
the responsibility of Head of Science. 
Among the ten new members of the 
teaching staff are two OKS: Ed Immink 
(SH, MR 1993-98), who will teach 
History and English, and Henry Phillips 
(MR 2005-10), who joins the Economics 
Department. 

In April 2014 King’s acquired the 
Diocesan and Payne Smith School in 
Broad Street. This is a major site adjacent 
to the Precincts. The National School, as 
it was originally, opened in October 1848. 
The building was designed by William 

Butterfield, whose St Augustine’s College 
had been inaugurated just a few months 
earlier. The Kentish Gazette noted: “We 
should think that few structures erected 
this age for a like object can vie with it for 
substantial solidity, for beauty of design, 
and for the thoroughly ecclesiastical tone 
which is so conspicuous about every 
part of it – how wonderfully well does 
it harmonise with the old neighbouring 
walls! – and here we see the master-mind 
of St. Augustine’s architect.” 

There are plans for a new girls’ boarding 
house here. We wait to see if the 
ecclesiastical tone will survive. 

Science and
Communication
Conference
In March the Young Scientists Journal 
held a Science & Communication 
Conference at the School for over 
a hundred budding scientists 
from across the country. The main 
guest speaker was Nobel laureate 
Professor Sir Harry Kroto. He spoke 
entertainingly about his research and 
about the importance of thinking in 
creative ways to get around a problem, 
whether in research or science 
communication. The conference also 
featured a diverse range of workshops 
covering themes such as science 
journalism, “playing the media 
game” and how to use social media 
effectively to communicate science. 
These were led by special guests from 
industry and the media, including 
New Scientist’s environment reporter 
Michael Marshall, former presenter 
of Tomorrow’s World Kate Bellingham 
and a team from the publishing arm 
of the Royal Society.

Butterfield 2

JKS music School
Junior King’s will shortly be launching 
a fundraising campaign to build a 
new Music School. Headmaster Peter 
Wells writes: “We have outgrown the 
current practice rooms, classrooms and 
limited performance spaces. The Music 
School will provide first class facilities 
in an exceptional new home to inspire 
the present and future generations of 
children at Junior King’s.” The cost of the 
building will be £1.5m with the School 
making a substantial donation, leaving 
a fundraising target of £500,000. It is 
hoped that construction will start next 
year. 

Graham Sinclair
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Artist in Residence

ARticulation

Madeleine Cross, née Preston (LX 1991-96) has been artist-
in-residence at Blackfriars this year. There was an exhibition 
of her works – on photographic paper, fine grey paper, copper, 
and bleached paper – during King’s Week. She says she found it 
interesting to reflect on the School through the lens of memory. 
In particular she focused on the Memorial Court, the Shirley 
Hall and the Cathedral. On the Memorial Court, illustrated here, 
she comments: “I love the shape and dimensions of the space and 
imagined it as a pool, a sunken space where we all stand outside 
looking in”. 

Hockey Double
The boys' 1st XI 
won the Kent 
Under 18 county 
championship, 
defeating Chatham 
and Clarendon 4-3 
in the final. Thus 
both the boys 
and the girls are 
current county 
champions – a 
remarkable double. The boys had an excellent 
season, losing only one of their regular matches. They were 
also runners-up in the Frank Mason Tournament. On the 
final weekend of the season they defeated Ardingly, the Sussex 
champions, on the Saturday, but could only manage a draw 
against an experienced and battling OKS side on the Sunday.  

Tatyana Kaladjian Serraino of Bailey 
House was featured in BBC2’s 
Culture Show on Monday 10 
March. She was one of the 
finalists of the ARTiculation 
Prize, the Roche Court 
Educational Trust’s public 
speaking competition, which 
invites sixth form students to 
give a short presentation on 
a work of art of their choice. 
Tatyana, who had won her 
regional final, spoke on 
Alberto Giacometti’s 
Walking Man II (1960). 
The finals were hosted 
by Clare College, 
Cambridge on 1st 
March 2014 and 
adjudicated by OKS 
Edmund de 
Waal. 

Thanks to the 
generosity of a 
parent, the School 
has acquired a golf 
simulator. This is in 
the former pottery 
at St Augustine’s 
and can be used 
for recreation 
or personalised 
coaching. Players aim their shots at the projection of either a 
real golf course or a practice range and the image of the ball’s 
trajectory accurately reflects what would happen if they were 
hitting a real golf ball on a real course. It is invaluable to budding 
Rory McIlroys and future Halford Hewitt winners.

Anglo-German 1914 
commemoration
On Monday 15 September a group of fifth formers went to 
Ypres as part of the commemoration of the outbreak of the 
First World War. The party joined pupils from the Bertha 
von Suttner Schule in Nidderau near Frankfurt-am-Main. 

They visited Tyne 
Cot ‒ the largest 
British cemetery 
‒ and Langemark 
‒ a major German 
cemetery ‒ and the 
two groups laid 
wreaths there.

Simulating Golf
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Men’s Hockey
The annual hockey match against the School took place on Sunday 23 March. 
Both teams had chances to win the game, but the OKS held on despite the School’s 
superior fitness and the match ended in a 2-2 draw.

Fencing
The Saturday of King’s Week saw the 
traditional fencing match on the Green 
Court. That evening there was a dinner 
at St Augustine’s to celebrate the 85th 
anniversary of the School Fencing Club. 
Those present included: Richard Bird, Guy 
Brennan, Lawrence Burr, Marc Chapman, 
Frazer Hughes, William Jennings, Andrew 
Macfarlane, Graeme Parkin, Alex Sanné 
and Maureen Milner-Grundy. 

Lacrosse
On Sunday 23 March, whilst the men 
played hockey, there was an OKS lacrosse 
match against the School.  Despite the 
occasional downpour of torrential rain, 
great fun was had by both teams, with a 
final score of 9-5 to the OKS.  The next 
OKS lacrosse match against the School 
will take place on Sunday 22 March 2015.

Well, it had to come eventually.  The OKS 
team finally fulfilled its potential and 
reached the semi-finals of the competition 
for the first time in 68 years.  It would 
have given the late Pip Arnold and Vivian 
Barton great pleasure and we raised a 
glass to them both.

Our campaign started at Sandwich on 
Thursday when we played Westminster 
and beat them 4-1 with some strong 
performances across the board.  On 
Friday morning we played a good 
Cranleigh team and edged them 3.5-1.5 
with no fewer than three matches going 
up the 19th. This grittiness was a sign of 
things to come.

On Saturday all sides still in the 
competition play at Deal and the transition 
can be a challenge.  However, we took on 
Uppingham (winners in 2012 and semi-
finalists in 2013) and had a really good 
tussle, which took us through to the 
quarter-finals for the first time.  History 
was made.  For those of us who have 
toiled over the last twenty or thirty years, 
this was an emotional moment!  I know 
that there will be dozens reading this who 
know just how seismic this was.  Many 
ghosts had finally been laid to rest…

Our Saturday afternoon opponents were 
Mill Hill who had had a memorable 
victory against a much-fancied Whitgift 
side in the morning.  Perhaps this had 
exhausted their resources.  However, for 
us it was as if a weight had been lifted 
from our shoulders and everyone raised 
their game.   We secured a 5-0 win with 
everyone playing well.  We could have 
beaten anyone that afternoon. We were 
into the semi-finals.

After a celebratory dinner on Saturday 
night we assembled at Deal on Sunday 
morning to take on Bradfield, a strong side 
playing in the semi-finals for the fourth 
time in six years. An excellent match 
ensued but we eventually went down 3.5-
1.5 to conclude a memorable Hewitt.  

I would like to thank all of the players 
who helped to make it such great fun: 

Jon Hudsmith, Tom Caney, Tom Yates, 
James Fox, Nick Bragg, Felix Bottomley, 
Olly Baker, Matt Wells and Henry 
Nichol.  Alistair Lyons played in his 
first Hewitt, stepping in on Saturday 
morning to replace Olly Baker (who had 
gone to a wedding) and having to play 
with his father!  There were memorable 
performances and brilliant moments 
from every member of the team.

Golf, of course, is an unpredictable 
game.  Nonetheless, success has a habit 
of breeding success.  There is a unity 
and energy about the squad that augurs 
well for the future.  The Hewitt is a team 
competition par excellence and the spirit 
that has built up between these players, 
with an age difference spanning 35 years, 
is exceptional.  I am already looking 
forward to next year.

Nick Lyons (BR/LN 1972-77) 
salutes the OKS golfers’ best 
ever campaign.

Golf: Halford 
Hewitt 2014

Team: back row: Aaron Blumfield (new Head of Hockey), Bill Newman, Johnny Stubbs,  
Guy Pengelley, Hugo Davis, Chris Lark, Charlie Newman
Front row: Patrick Mitchell, Bertie O’Brien, Harry Yeates, George Pound
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On Saturday 5 July 2014, The Canterbury 
Pilgrims Boat Club met at their usual spot 
at the King’s School BC / Pilgrims marquee 
on the Cricket Field at Henley Royal 
Regatta. A good number of guests, young 
and old, turned out to enjoy the annual 
reunion. The event was blessed with clear 
skies and a perfect summer’s day. Pimm’s 
weather, blazers and summer dresses with 
top quality sport to match.

With the continued revival of King’s 
rowing under Jon Williamson, it was good 
to see a number of current pupils and 
parents attending. Over the next few years 
we hope the 1st VIII continues its rise up 
the ranks and look forward to seeing King’s 
racing once again on Finals Day of Henley 
Regatta. The Pilgrims are keen to encourage 
the revival of a regular parents’ group for 
Henley and other regattas. With this in 
mind, King’s parent James Best-Shaw, 
father of Harry who was recently appointed 
Captain of Boats for 2014-15, has agreed to 
take on the role of parents’ co-ordinator and 
interested parents are encouraged to get in 
touch via King’s. Many thanks are due to 
the numerous people who helped out with 
the marquee and catering, especially Sarah 
Rudkin, the President’s wife Mary Brown, 
Jon Williamson’s wife Lex, and Chairman 
Ewan Pearson.
 
On Wednesday 2 July, the opening day 
of the Regatta, the Headmaster attended 
a lunch hosted by the chairman of the 
Henley Regatta Committee, Mike Sweeney. 

Afterwards Peter met a number of Pilgrims 
and OKS to discuss rowing at King’s. Peter 
was unable to see the School in action at 
Henley this year, but enjoyed his first visit 
to Henley Regatta and it is hoped that there 
will be future occasions when he will be 
able to cheer on the VIII. 

Congratulations to Tom Ransley (MR 
1999-2004) for winning The Grand 
Challenge Cup in style in the GB National 
VIII, beating the French National VIII by 
one and a half lengths on Sunday 6 July. 
Tom then celebrated an even greater gold 
medal when the GB Men’s Eight retained 
their title at the World Championships in 
Amsterdam by beating current Olympic 
champions Germany after a thrilling race.
Also at Henley, Victoria Meyer-Laker 
(JR 2004-06) won The Princess Grace 
Challenge Cup in the GB National Quad. 
Vicki’s crew was coached by Nick Strange 
(MR, MT 1979-84).

Joe Phillips (MR/LN 1983-88), the Canterbury Representative of The 
Canterbury Pilgrims Boat Club, reports from Henley.

Canterbury Pilgrims at Henley

Tracy and Emma Bryant

Sailing into 
the Blue
On the Tuesday of King’s Week, 
Miranda Merron (MO 1985-87) 
named the Sailing Club’s six new 
Firefly dinghies, moored temporarily 
on the Green Court. Each dinghy was 
bestowed with a Bond girl identity. 
Miranda is a distinguished sailor. Her 
achievements include victories in the 
Transat Jacques Vabre, the Quebec-
Saint Malo, and the Round Britain and 
Ireland races. Among those present 
were OKS sailors Claude Fielding (MO 
1940-41), Peter Gray (MR 2002-07) 
and Elizabeth Wauchope (JR 2008-13). 
The occasion marked the retirement of 
Master i/c Sailing Richard Maltby.

The Cricketer Trophy
On Tuesday 1 July, the OKS met the current 1st XI at Birley’s in 
the annual match. Despite losing by 132 runs, the match began 
what would be a terrific season for OKS cricket.  

The Cricketer Trophy challenge began with a walk-over and 
then a victory over Denstone, the team reaching 171 for 6 in the 
penultimate over. Next followed the semi-final against King’s 
Taunton, which was won by 59 runs (OKS 165; Old Aluredians 
106). The final on 10 August at Gerrards Cross was against 
Millfield, and because of the weather it was reduced to 20 overs 
a side. The Old Millfieldians batted first and after a blazing start 
were restricted to 121-9, partly thanks to a good spell from late 
replacement Will Chilcott. In reply the OKS started badly but 
49 from Jack Masters put them in a strong position. Needing 10 
from the final over, the side fell five agonising runs short. 

This was the best season the OKS cricketers have seen to date and 
a narrow loss in the final of the tournament was an outstanding 
achievement.

OKS v Millfield Cricket: Team: back row: Charlie MacLeod, Jack Masters, 
Will Chilcott, James Hearn, Patrick Mitchell, George Baker White, Billy 
Newman, Ruaridh MacLeod
Front row: Sam Traill, Alistair Williams, Ed Eccles. 
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The Pavilion at Birley’s was the ideal 
location for the first OKS Sports reunion, 
held on Saturday 20th September, for 
those at the School in the 1960s and 
1970s. James Wright and Peter Cattrall 
(LX 1960-65) came up with the idea, but 
the whole organisation was carried out 
superbly by Kirsty Mason.

A number of OKS arrived early to 
watch the 1st XV play Hurstpierpoint 
in the afternoon. It was clear when 
looking around Birley’s that there was a 
considerable improvement in the facilities 
available compared with 40 or 50 years 
ago. The evening started with pre-dinner 
drinks whilst the guests reminisced, 
looking at team photographs of their era.

After an excellent meal, the Headmaster 
welcomed everyone back to King’s. 

He spoke of his strong support 
for sport and those who ran it, 
including the newly appointed 
Director of Rugby, Tom Hill, and 
highlighted the vast range of sports 
offered to the current pupils in 
the autumn term: Rugby, Rowing, 
Fencing, Swimming, Hockey, 
Lacrosse, Golf, Sailing, Squash – a 
big increase from what was offered 
fifty years ago. There has been 
a marked improvement in the 
overall standard of sport at King's 
in the last few years.
In reply, James Wright underlined the 
enormous contribution that the School 
coaches had had on people’s lives and 
on their love and enjoyment of sport. 
In particular he mentioned Colin 
Fairservice (Rugby and Cricket), David 
Goodes (Rowing) and George Robertson 
(Hockey). He singled out Colin’s 
finest Rugby team of 1963, which was 
undefeated in all their matches as well as 
winning the Rosslyn Park Sevens. Five of 
the 1st XV of that year were present (Chris 
Heyland, Gordon Hessey, John Norwood, 
John Stokes and Richard Heslop). His best 
cricket team of that era was in 1970. Four 
of the team were present ‒ Philip Wright, 
Charles Rowe, Bryan Hamblin and Bruce 

Weedon. The latter three 
collectively scored nearly 2,300 runs and 
took over 100 wickets in the season and 
Bruce had travelled from South Africa 
to be at the Dinner. The rowers were also 
well represented with Chris Freeman, 
John Stokes, Granville Langley-Smith and 
John Norwood from the 1964 1st VIII 
and Ivor Davies, George Bell, Andrew 
Troup and Mike Dover from 1966. 

Peter Cattrall next spoke of the vast 
distances that people had travelled, with 
journeys from Canada, South Africa and 
Penzance. He hoped that in fifty years' 
time the current pupils would look back 
on their sport at King’s and have as many 
happy memories as those present at 
this dinner, and appreciate that life long 
friends are made through participation in 
team sports.

At 11.30pm OKS were still in the pavilion 
reminiscing as they were encouraged to 
start their journeys home. The School 
are to be congratulated on providing 
such excellent food and service and the 
underlying question was “When should 
the next reunion be?” Not too soon that it 
loses its appeal but not too late that some 
of us might not be able to attend!

Two OKS of the 1960s and 1970s have been honoured for their roles in triumphant sporting events. 

Tunku Imran Ja’afar (MO 1962-66), as President of the Commonwealth Games Federation, was responsible for the highly successful 
sporting festival in Glasgow this summer. He has also been awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of University from the University 
of Glasgow for his role as head of the CGF and for his part in helping bring the Games to the city. Paralympian Millicent Knight of 
Marlowe House was also honoured when she was one of those chosen to carry the Games baton on its journey through Kent. 

On the eve of the Glasgow Games it was announced that Hugh Robertson (BR 1976-81) had been knighted for his contribution to the 
London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games. The award was made following his request to step down at the Government 
reshuffle and also recognised his work as Minister for the Middle East, North Africa and Counter-Terrorism. 

Sports Reunion Dinner

Tunku Imran and Sir Hugh

James Wright (GL 1961-66) reports on an outstanding assembly of OKS sporting talent. 


